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PREFACE. 


T7 H E original of the work now o:Sred to 
the public, has met with much approbation 
in Holland. It conftitutcd, originally, two 
different works ; the account of the voyage 
to Batavia, Bantam, and Bengal, having 
been firft publifhed; and aftervsrards, fepa- 
rately, that of the voyage to Samarang, 
Macaffer, Amboyna, See. Hence proceeds 
the different forms in which the two 
voyages are moulded ; and hence fome 
repetitions tKcur in the fecond, of what 
had been noticed in the firft, 

Mr. Stavorinus was poft-captain in the 
naval fervice of the States General ; but a 
long period of peace, and the little employ- 
ment 
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ment that occurred in the Dutch navy for 
men of enterprize and abilities, prompted 
him to requeft permiffion to go a voyage to 
the Eaft-Iudies, as captain in the employ of 
the Dutch Eaft- India Company, retaining, 
however, his rank of captain hi the navy. 
The accounts of his two voyages, is- that 
capacity, are here given j and his readers 
will find him, throughout, a man of obfcrva- 
tion and intelligence. He was afterwards 
promoted to the rank of rear-admiral, which 
he held at the time of his death. 

Acquainted with the family, though not 
with the perfon, of the author, during a re- 
fid^nce at Middlcburgh, in Zealand, the 
tratrflator has endeavoured to do all poffible 
juftice to his work, in the drefs in which he 
now prefents it to the pxrblic. A regard for 
truth, however, obliges him to declare, that 
he has bad to ftruggle with much difficulty 
in correcting pafTages, which, in the Dutch 
original, are extremely faulty, from the neg- 
; ; ^ ^ ligence 
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ligence of the editor; the original abounds 
in typographical errors, and in miftakes in 
numerical characters, Ibme of which the 
tranflator has rectified from their obviouf^ 
nels, and a certain knowledge of the true 
reading, others from conjeCture, and others, 
though as few in number as poffibie, he has 
been obliged to let remain as he found 
them. 

With refpcCl to the notes and addition* 
which he has made, they are ccdleCted from 
every authentic Iburce within his reach ; 
from the accounts of other ttavellers, from 
other Dutch writers, from authentic docu- 
ments, raanufcripts, and fetements, and, in 
a few inftances, from oral information : the 
work, together with the additions, he flat- 
ters himfelf will be found to contain much, 
new information rclpeCling the aChial and 
late pofleflions of the Dutch in India, which, 
in the prefent fituation of aflairs, cannot 
fail of being extremely interefting. He had, 

for 
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for fome time previous to the publication of 
thefe voyages, colleaed the materials whence 
his additions have been made, with an idea 
of forming them into a general account of 
the Dutch Indian fettlementsj but meeting 
with thefe voyages, and thinking an Engliflx 
verfion of them could not fail of being ac- 
ceptable, he conceived himfelf more ade- 
quate to the talk of giving a tranflation, with 
the additional information required, to ren- 
der the whole as complete an account of the 
Dutch fettlements as his materials would 
admit of, in notes, than to that of com- 
pofing an original work himfelf upon the 
fubjed. 
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VOYAGE 


TO 

The cape OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA, 
BANTAM, AND BENGALi 

IN THE YEARS I768-I77I. 


BOOK 1 . 


CHAPTER 1. 

Departure from Zealand. — The Shingles. — 
Southampton. — Portsmouth. — Gosport. 
— Departure from Spithead. — Needles. 
— IJhnds of Porto Santo and Madeira.— 
Flying-fiJh.—JJlands of Sal and. Bona Vista. 
— Dorados. — Dolphins. — Albkores. — Bonitosm — 
Sharks.— ■Pilol-fjb.— Cape St. Augustine.— 
The Abrolhos. — Si^ns of Land.- — Variation of 
the Cmpajs. — Anchorage in Table Bay, at the 
Cape OF Good Hope. 

On the loth of June, 1768, the Eaft- 
India Company’s (hip the Snoek (the PikeJ^ 
under my command, received her final diC* 
patches i and upon muftering the crew, for 
the laft time, we found that the number of 
men on board amounted to two hundred and 

twenty- 
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twenty-five ; confifting of one hundred and 
forty-feven feamen, feventy-feven foldiers, 
and a paflenger, who was a mechanic. We 
were fitted out, as ufual, for nine months, 
and were bound to Batavia, by the way of 
the Cape of Good Hope. On the 13th, the 
wind coming round to the caftward, we 
flipped our cables, in the road oilRammekens, 
and fet iail ; but on reaching Flujhing roads, 
the tide failing, and the wind veering to 
the fouth, we were obliged to come to an 
anchor. We remained here, windbound, 
till the 24th, w'hen we again weighed an- 
chor, and put to fea with a frelh gale from 
the eaft, and fine weather, fainting the town 
of Flujhing with fifteen guns. We were 
clear of the land at nine o’clock a.m. and 
returning the farewel-lalute of the pilotboat 
that had accompanied us, we fleered for the 
Straits of Dover, and loft fight of the ifland 
of Walcheren about noon- At funrife, the 
next day, we faw the oppofite coafts of Eng- 
land and France ; of the former, the North 
and South Forelands, and of the latter, the 
high land in the neighbourhood of Calais. 
At noon we found ourfelves abreaft of Dover, 
which is the firft place on the Englilh coafl; 

that 
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that appears on entering the Channel j here 
the eafterly wind failed us again, and it be* 
gan to blow a ftifF gale at s.w. which made 
us refolve, the next day, to run in behind 
the Shingles, and there wait for a more fa- 
vourable opportunity of proceeding on our 
voyage. Befides feveral other fhips, we 
found lying at anchor here, our States’ fri- 
gate, the Young Prince of Orange, com- 
manded by Count Byland, fent out to 
cruife for the homewardbound Eaft-India 
fleet, and which had failed from Campvere 
the fame day we left Flujhing. 

The Shingles is the name given to a large 
land, that ftretches out full a league and a 
half from the Englilh coaft, Ibmewhat to 
the weftward of Folhfione. It appears above 
water, but is very low, and would be veiy 
dangerous, efpecially in the night, were 
there not a lighthoufe at its extreme point, 
whereby Ihips are enabled to perceive and 
avoid the danger. Veflels lie in lafety here, 
protefled from the s.w. and well winds; 
but being open to the s.s.w. and ibuth, 
when the wind veers a point lower, they 
muft of neceflity immediately put to fea. 

On the 29th of June, we faw two home- 
ward* 
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wardbottnd Eaft-Indiamcn {landing towards 
ire ; upon which the States’ frigate, the 
Toung Prince of Orange^ weighed anchor, 
and fet fail, in order to cbnvoy them to 
Hblland. lA the night we had an cclipfe 
the moon ; the beginning of which, by 
my obfervation, gave a difference of 7' 31" 
in time between Paris and our fituation at 
anchor, or i® 52' 45"' wefl longitude from 
the meridian of Paris, 

The following day, being the 30th of 
June, the wind came round in the evening 
to the eaflward ; whereupon we left the 
Shingles a Ihort time before midnight, and 
held our courfe farther down the Channel. 
But on the next day, having fcarccly reached 
as far as the Me of Wight, the fky began 
to alTume a black and menacing alpedl to- 
wards the weft, while the eafl wind now 
wholly failed us. Apprehenfive of the com- 
ing ftorm, we handed all our fails, and it 
loon burfl: upon us with the greateft: vehe- 
mence : it was accompanied with the moft 
tremendous thunder and lightning, and 
feemcd to threaten inevitable deftrudtion. 
On ihore, as I afterwards was informed, it 
canfed great devaftation ; on the road from 
I London 
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London to Portfmouth^ many trees were ftruefe 
by the lightning, and torn up by the 
roots; while much damage was done in all 
the farms and gardens thereabouts. This 
chunderftorm continued about three hours, 
from feven till ten o’clock at night, without 
however doing our Ihip any material da- 
mage. The wind then veered to the s.w. 
where it remained ftationary, and blew 
moftly in heavy gales, without intermiffion, 
from that quarter, till the yth of July, when 
it increafed to a violent ilorm. This in- 
duced us, the next day, to determine upon 
putting into Port/mouth^ that we might not 
be driven farther backup the Channel ; and 
that the crew might not be unneceflarily 
haralTed, without our being able to ad- 
vance on our voyage, fince our men were 
daily falling fick, and thirty of them were 
already unfit for duty. We accordingly 
reached Spitbead, and caft anchor there the 
following day, being the 8th of July. 

While we lay here, I made an excur- 
fion to Southampton^ which is fixteen Englilh 
miles, or about fix hours’ walk from Gof- 
portf a kind of fuburb to Portfmutb^ lying 
on the oppofite fide of the harbour. The 

road 
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road to tbat place, leads through a hilly, 
unpromifing, and barren country, but which 
affords food for fheep, feveral flocks of 
which we met with on our way. Here 
and there were frnall running ftreams, that 
flowed down from the hills, into the val- 
lies. We flopped halfway at a village 
called Titcbfald, being two long flreets of 

tolerably goodlooking houfes. 

Southampton \% a town, fltuated on a 
river, which runs into the fea oppofite to 
in the Ifle oi Wight, navigable 
above the town, for veflels of a moderate 
burden, and called Southampton - water. 
When the Danes were in pofleffion of 
England, Southampton was the feat of their 
kings. It is naturally ftrong, being almoft 
lurrouuded by two branches of the river j 
it is befides encircled by a wall of hewa 
flone, which bears ftrong marks of antiquity. 
From the riverfide, runs a long and broad 
ftreet, which is adorned on both fides by 
very handlbme houfes, reaching as far as 
the landgate, which opens to the London 
road. Over the gateway, is the ftatue of 
Queen JNNE, as large as life. This long 
flxeet is the principal, and, indeed, may be 

laid 
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iaid to be the only one, the others being 
of hardly any confequence *. The town 
is mnch frequented in the fummer fealbn 
by the Englifh nobility and gentry, on ac- 
count of its agreeable Situation ; and every 
Icind of diverfion, balls, concerts, plays, &:c. 
are then to be met with, as was the cafe 
when I vifited the place. 

Portfmouth is at prefent a well-fortified 
town, and the works which furround it, 
particularly on the landfide, are very con- 
fiderable. Clofe to the town, on the north- 
fide, are the King’s building and dock- 
yards, his magazines and arfenals. The 
immenfe quantities of naval and military 
ftores, that are kept here, are incredible. 
MofI: of the Englifh Ihips of war are laid 
up here, in time of peace, but they are al- 
ways kept afloat. The largeft fhips of their 
navy are to be feen here : I was on board 
of one, a three-decker, which meafured on 
the lower deck, one hundred and ninety- 
feven feet Englifh, being equal to one hun- 

* Tlie additions and improvtments which have been made 
in later years, fince the time Mr. Stavorihijs 
4impfon, 1768, make thetown afTiime a diferent appearance 
from what is here dcfcribdl*' ^ 

dred 
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droi and ninety-five and a quarter feet Am- 
fterdam, and which carried one hundred and 
twenty guns*. 

Oppofitc to Tortfmoutby lies the town of 
Gojport. The inlet between both, which is 
very wide, is ufed for a harbour ; its en- 
trance is defended by feveral confiderable 
batteries. Gofport has many ftreete, and 
is crouded with fliops, which in time of 
war, and when there are many Ihips here, 
are much frequented, and very flourifli- 
ing. 

On a point of land, which is called 
Spitbeadt whence the fame appellation is 
given to the road before it, where the King s 
fliips ride, there is a large and ftately 
hofpital for the feamen of the navy, which 
is kept exceedingly clean and neat, and in 
■which the fick are treated with the greateft 
care and attentron- 

The 24th of July, the wind becoming 
favourable, we weighed anchor in the morn- 
ing, and -endeavoured to put to fea, round 
the weft-end of the Ifle of Wight, or paft 

* The hrgeft & 5 ps in the Dutch navy, are of 74 and 

pas j their harbours will fcaicely admit of fhips of greater 
fnee. T, 
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the Needles; but in the afternoon, we were 
obliged, by a change of wind, to let drop our 
anchor before Cowes, a town in the Ifle of 
Wight, whence a great trade is carried on to 
America j and on the 26th, as it began to 
blow hard, and the road of Cowes was not 
very iafe, we returned again to Spthead. 
The next day, on the wind again coming 
round to the eaft, we left for the 

fecond time, but we ftill could not pals the 
Needles; for coming near them, wc found 
the tide againft us, and the wind too 
fcanty to fail out ; and we were therefore 
obliged to turn back again, and anchored 
before Yarmouth, which is a fmall place in 
the oi Wight, 

The Needles are high Iharp rocks, like 
pyramids, fituated at the wefte/n end of the 
Ifle oi Wight, and dole to which fliips mull: 
tajl. On the other fide of the channel, lie 
the Shingles, a fand which is dangerous to 
be approached too near. 

On the 28th of July, however, we were 
fortunate enough to clear the land ; but it 
was only on the 4th of Auguft, that we left 
the Channel, and fteered our courfe, in 
order to run in fight of the iiland Porto Santo, 

Between 
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Between ten and eleven o’clock on the 
morning of the 6th, we obferved a re- 
markably ftrong aurora borealis, ftretch- 
ing from w. n. w. to n. n .e. The Iky ap- 
peared, in that quarter, perfectly in flames ; 
the rays, which Ihot forth in a ferpentine 
direftion, from the horizon to the zenith, 
were inceffant ; and that whole fide of the 
heavens feemed to be agitated, and in com- 
buffion; the horizon was clouded, and the 
wind northerly, blowing a light gale; the 
greateft heat that day was 67° by Fahren- 
heit’s thermometer; and at noon our lati- 
tude was 48° 1' north. For fome days fol- 
lowing we had a fteady north wind, with 
frelh gales, fo that on the 16th of Auguft 
we ran in fight of the iflands Porto Santa 
and Madeira. We here found ourfelves 
3“ 6', or 39 leagues, more to the eaftward 
than our eftimated longitude, fince we 
had taken our laft obfervation, on leaving 
the Lizard Point. Many veflels make an 
eafteriy mifreckoning in thefe feas ; and it 
may, with great probability, be attributed to 
the indraught of the currents, in the bend 
between Cape Cantin^ and Cape St. Vin~ 
cent, towards the Straits of Gibraltar. 

Much 
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Much care ought therefore to be taken ia 
thefe latitudes, efpecially in the night. The 
weather is here likewife often very cloudy, 
which was the reafon, that we did not fee 
JForto Santo in the morning, till we were 
within three or four leagues of it : whereas 
it is vifible in clear weather, at the diftance 
of eight or nine leagues off. 

Porto Santo appears in the w.n.w. with 
four high hills, the northernmoft of which 
feems as if it were feparated from the 
others, but it lofes that appearance, on 
failing two or three points farther. We 
fan along the illand at the diftance of a 
ihort league, in order to take an accurate 
view of it. It is moftly hilly, and had alfo, 
through good glafles, an arid and barren ap- 
pearance. It has a fteep rocky ihore ail round, 
except on the foutheaft fide, where there 
is a low inlet or bay, along which fomc 
houles are built. There is a great rock on. 
its north-fide, lying detached from the 
jfland, which, when it bears w.s.w. per- 
fedlly refembles a church with a fteeple, 
the latter rifing from its fouthern extremity. 
There are, befides this, leveral oiher rocks, 

as 
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as well under water as above, lying all round 
the ifland. 

Madeira lies s.w. about fix or feven 
leagues from Porto Santo. It is much ferger, 
and has Ibme very high mountains. When 
abreaft of Porto Santo, you firft perceive a 
great hazinefs, very like a thick fmoke, to 
the s.w. nearly ten degrees above the ho- 
rizon, which on a nearer approach is diffi- 
pated, and the high land of Madeira rifes 
to view, yet ftill enveloped with clouds 
halfway downwards from the fummits of 
the hills. To the s.e. of it, lie three fmall 
jflands, which are very high, but barren and 
uninhabited ; they are called the Ilbas De~ 
fertas, and corruptly by our feamen, the 
Serjierosy and are feen at a great diftance. 
The fea is not difcoloured round any of thefe 
iflands, as is the cafe round many others, 
which mufi: chiefly be afcribed, to there be- 
ing no ground, but very clofe to the Ihore, 
whereby the water retains its azure limpid- 
nefs. We found that the variation of the 
compals was here ly^K.w. and the greateft 
heat of the day was at the lame time, on 
beard our Ihip, 78 ®. 


The 
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The number of fick began now greatly 
to increafe. About fixty or feventy of the 
crew were already confined to their births, 
and four had died. The prevailing difi* 
tempers were bilious fevers and Ipafmodic 
colics ; although we had but litth; and 
no exceffive heat, the thermometer feldom 
rifing above 78®. I therefore now would 
not iuffer the men to drink beer, but I 
had it mixed with their barley-porridge in 
the morning, and only allowed them water 
to drink. The confequences of this regu- 
lation were very lalutary ; for very few fell 
fick afterwards, and thofe that were ill re- 
covered, though gradually, fo that on ap- 
proaching the line, we had but few on the 
ficklill. 

We now began to fee many flying 
fifh and we frequently made a good 
breakfaft, upon iuch as had fallen upon 
the Ihip, during the night, as they fre- 
quently do, without being able to raife 
themfelves again, and which we found lying 
on the deck in the morning. They are 
commonly of the Gsx, and much of the 

fhape. 


^ mliimsrn 
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fcape, of herrings, though they are, in ge** 
neral, rather fmaller than larger ; the head 
is fomewhat obtule, the back blackifli, and 
the belly white ; they are the beft bait that 
can be put to a hook, for catching of dora- 
dos and albicores: they are moftly to be 
met with between the tropics, though they 
are ibmetimes feen as far as the thirty- 
fecond and thirty-third degrees of latitude ; 
yet at this diftance they are but rarely found, 
and never wander into higher latitudes. 

The day after we had loft fight of the 
iflands Porfo Santo and Madeira^ we met 
with the fettled north-eafterly tradewind, 
with which we fteered to the weftward of 
the ifland Paima (the moft wefterly of the 
Canary iflands), and palfed the tropic of 
cancer on the zid of Auguft, five days after 
we had left Porto Santo and Madeira. The 
greateft heat on the day w^e pafled the tropic 
was 781*- 

On the 27th, at about three o’clock in 
the morning, we came in fight of the yie 
ie Sai, one of the Cape Verde iflands. We 
had for three days been accompanied by a 
number of landbirds, among which were 
many fwallows J and thefe kept clofe to us 
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till we came in fight of land, and then 
they left ns. 

The ifland Sal is not very high, except 
on the north-fide, where it is diftinguifliable 
by three hills, the northernmoft of which 
is the higheft. The land to the Ibuthward 
of thefe eminences is middling low, and 
flopes into the fea, at the s.e. point. The 
latitude of this point was, by obfervation, 
1 6® 34' north; and the variation of the 
compafs lo^ degrees n.w. The thermo- 
meter on board flood that day, at two 
o’clock p.M. between 83° and 84®. The 
ifland appeared to be about three or four 
leagues in length, and full half as broad. 
There is a very dangerous reef, that extends 
out from its north-fide, but it feemed elfe- 
where to be tolerably bold and fafe. 

About fix or feven leagues nearly fouth of 
IJle de Sal, lies the ifland Bona Vtfia, which 
is almofl one-third larger, and rather lower, 
than the former : it has two eminences of a 
middling height, that appear diftindfly upon 
it. There are two reefs, one at the north- 
fide, and one at the fouth-fide, which llretch 
out to the eaflward, and which are both 
very dangerous. The Eafl-India Company’s 

fhip 
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heitnulden^ was wrecked on one of them 
in the year 1769. Both thefe iflands ap- 
peared very barren ; and Bona Vyia feemed 
fendy, being here and there interiperfed 
with low fandhills. 

We found ourfelves, by obfervation, at 
thefe iflands, 124 leagues more to the weft- 
ward, than our eftimation, fince our laft ob- 
fcrvation of the longitude off Madeira. The 
light winds and high- running fea, prevented 
us from paffing to the eaftward of the ifland 
Bona Vijia ; and we were at laft obliged, in 
order to avoid the danger of touching upon 
the reefs, to run between that ifland and Sal, 
after we had fpent four-and-twenty hours in 
vain attempts to weather Bona Vijia. On 
the 28th, in the evening, we loft fight of 
thefe iflands, and directed our courfe towards 
the line. 

The northeaft tradewind failed us two 
days afterwards, and changed to fbuth and 
s. 8. w. which was exaSIy in our teeth. 
We were then in 13!*' of north latitude. 
Thefe variable winds were frequently ac- 
jcomjmnied by violent thunderftorms and 
heavy fbowers of rain, of which we availe4, 
in order to fill our empty watercafks, fo that 

this 
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this neeefiary element could be more liberally 
diftributed to the crew; and which was of 
great benefit to them, on account of the 
encreafing heat of the weather. Yet we 
had not much calm, till we again came 
into the courfe of the fettled foutheaft 
tradewind, and we had hardly any fick on 
board. We were moftly encountered by 
thunderftorms, about the time of the rifing 
and fetting of the moon, which ieems to 
have more influence on the weather, within 
the tropics, than without them. The in- 
ftrudlions which are put on board of our 
Eafl:-India Company’s Ihips lay, that in 
thefe feas, the wind veers to the northward, 
at the new and full moons : this, however, 
we never experienced ; but, on the con- 
trary, we met, at thofe times, with hard 
gales from the s.w. which were fbmetimes 
accompanied by a lowering j(ky, and violent 
fqualls. The nearer we approached to the 
line, the more fifh we had about the fhip, 
of which we caught large quantities ; do- 
rados, albicores, and likewife bonitos, fharks, 
and others ; which afiorded a mofl; welcome 
and agreeable refrefhment to the feamen. 

The 
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The dorado, or john-doree*, is one of 
the moft delicious feafiih that is caught. 
It is long and flat, and covered with verj^ 
fmall fcales. It is from four to eight feet 
in length ; but I feldom faw any caught 
that exceeded fx feet, and ten or twelve 
pounds in weight. The head is obtufe and 
round, and immediately behind it is the 
broadeft part of the fifh, while the body is 
thin and narrow, tapering until it reaches 
the tail- When this fifh appears near the 
furface of the water, it fhines with a mofl: 
lively mixture of various colours, blucj 
green, filver, and gold. It fwims with 
great velocity, and darting at its prey, the 
flyingfifh, it is fometimes feen to leap fe- 
veral feet out of the water. Although the 
dorado is the fineft fifh that is caught at fea, 
it is yet Ibmewhat dry eating. The tail 
roafted is very good, and tafles much like a 
roafted cod’s-tail. 

The dolphin f, which I fuppofed to be 
the male of the dorado, has the fame fhape 
and tafte, but is not adorned with luch mag- 
nificent colours. 

^ Faitr^ a. fpedcs of zem* f Corypheena hlppurm* 
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The albicore * is a bulky fifh, with a 
iharp head, thick belly, and thin tail. The 
back is of a dark-brown hue, and the belly 
is white. Its flefh is firmer than that of 
the dorado, but it is drier, and has not fo 
fine a flavour : it is neverthelefs very tafte- 
ful food for a failor. We caught feveral 
albicores that weighed upwards of fixty and 
feventy pounds, and which ,we had forae 
difficulty to drag on board by the line. 
They never fwim alone, but always a num- 
ber together. They are caught by a hook, 
or are ftruck with a harpoon. They do not 
only prey on the flyingfilh, but likewife 
on all other fmall fifhes. We one day had 
a diverting fight of their manner of pur- 
fiiing their prey : — we faw, at fome dis- 
tance, a large number of albicores, that 
fwam, as it* were, in a circle, and beat the 
water with their tails with great force, 
while in the middle, we perceived a great 
quantity of fmall fifh ; on approaching near- 
er, we found that they leflened the circle 
gradually, and all the little fearful fifhes 
were thus prefled clofe together, till in the 
end they fell a prey to their enemies. Thefe* 
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fmali fifhes, which were fliaped like frnelts, 
were often in fuch quantities near the fhip, 
and efpecially at the ftern, that the meix 
took whole balkets’ full ; and after letting 
them lie two or three days in fait, they eat 
them like anchovies. Whenever we faw 
them, we were fure likewife to obferve 
their followers, the dorados and albicores. 

The bonito* appears, both with refped 
to fhape and tafte, to be the fame fifli as 
the al bicore, the only difference being that 
the former is much lefs. I believe that the 
fame filh, which when young is called a 
bonito, when it grows older and larger, ac- 
quires the name of albicore; at leaft, I could 
not perceive that they differed in any thing 
but in fize. 

When the weather was fine and calm, 
we now and then caught a ihark, but more 
for the fake of the iport than for culinary 
purpoffs, to which this fifh is very little 
adapted j yet the tail fometimes affords a 
meal to the failor; but it muff always be fiifl 
trodden upon, or otherwife bruifed, till a 
light foam exudes from it. The fhark is 
a voracious and carnivorous animal, and 

^ Sc&mhr pilots. 
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catches at, and devours every thing within 
its reach. It is highly dangerous, for thofe 
who may have the mifchance to fall over- 
board, and for luch as bathe or fwim in 
places where it inhabits. Its prey would never 
efcape, were it not for the difficulty which 
the fhark has to catch it, from the fituation 
of its mouth : this opens, as it were, under 
the throat, the fnout protruding eight or 
ten inches farther ; fo that, when the fliark 
approaches its prey, it fwims directly under 
it, and is obliged to turn on its back, and 
then fuddenly fiiaps at it, and fwallows it 
whole. The mouth is very wide and broad, 
and is furniflied with a triple row of teeth, 
which all fit into each other, and cut every 
thing in two that comes between them. I 
have feen an iron crow, which had been 
thrufi: into the mouth of one of thele animals, 
and in which the marks of the teeth were 
plainly to be leen. Its greateft force is in 
its tail. When caught, it beats the water 
with its tail, and makes it foam ; and when 
hauled on deck, it would break, by its 
means, the limbs of any one who might 
venture to approach too near* Its Ikin is 
very hard and rough, eipecially when dried. 

It 
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It appears on the back and lides of a dirty 
green colour. It is commonly caught by a 
large hook, faftened to a double or triple 
braffwire of four or five feet in length, for 
cordage of any kind would be immediately 
bitten afuuder ; this braffwire is attached 
to a long and ftrong cord, which is made 
faft on board ; about fix feet* above the hook, 
a piece of wood is fixed to the line, which 
fcrves to keep the hook fteady, and this ir 
baited with a piece of pork or beef. As 
fbon as the fhark has taken the hook, it 
muff have free play with the lizje, particu- 
larly if it be a large one, which is eafily per- 
ceived, the water of the ocean being very 
clear and tranfparent ; after which the line 
muff be foftly drawn in again, and fuccef- 
fively veeted out, whenever the fhark begins 
to pull, till in the end its forces be ex- 
haufted ; it muff then be hoifted on board by 
ropes round its body, and killed, or ffunned, 
by repeated blows on the head with hand- 
fpikes or iron crows, when the tail can be 
Cut off without any danger. The fhark has 
generally five, fix, or more, fuckingfifh* 
hanging to it, which will not let go their 

hold. 
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hold, and which require a degree of force 
to pull them off. 

Befides the fockingfift, there is another 
hlh that accompanies the lharic ; it is called 
the pilotfilh *, becaufe it is fuppofed to con- 
dudl, or pilot, the Ihark to its prey. This 
fifli is much lels ealy to be caught than the 
fliark itfelf ; yet we were fortunate enough 
to ftrike one with an eelfpear, for they never 
bite at a hook. It was eight inches in 
length, and ftriped tranfverfely with dark- 
blue and white lines, of about an inch broad, 
running round its body like fillets. It 
weighed about two pounds, and was very 
nice eating, and not fo dry as other feafilh. 

After much difagreeable delay, we at laft 
got into the s.e. tradewind, on the 17th of 
September, in the north latitude of three 
degrees and a half ; and on the aad, in the 
evening, we pafled the equator, on the 
lame day and hour that the liin. entered the 
fouthern figas ; the heat of the weather by 
the thermometer was 77*, and our longi- 
tude, by eftimation, fix degrees and a half 
weft of Teneriffe, 

On 
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On the 30th, wc were in the latitude of 
Cape S(. Augujline, and on the 6th of Oc- 
tober, we had paffed the Abrolhos. The for- 
mer is the eaftern extremity of Brazil. If 
once one falls below, or to the weftward of 
this cape, it is not an eafy matter to double 
it, without again croffing the line, to en- 
deavour to get into the track of the wefterly 
winds, in the thirty-fourth or thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude, and then running 
with them fo far to the eafl, as to get into 
the proper courfe for palling the line again ; 
cafes of tlus kind are not unfrequent. The 
Abrolhos are an alTemblage of fands and 
rocks, fome of which are above water, and 
Ibme under ; they lie in about eighteen 
degrees fbuth latitude, and extendout to fea 
full twenty leagues from the land. Ships 
coming upon them arc in great danger of 
being loft, or at leaft of lofing their voyage ; 
wherefore the Eaft-India Company diredl 
their commanders, on having pafled thefe 
dangerous Ihoals, to perform a thanklgiving- 
fervice, and to diftribute a quart of wine 
per man to the crew. 

The variation of the compafs, in the lati- 
tude of Cape Si. AMguftine, was two degrees 
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N. w. and in that of the Jirolbos half a de- 
gree N.E. 

In 22° fbuth latitude, we loft the eafterly 
tradewind, and had variable winds, though 
moftly from the eaftward, and fometimes 
from the north, as far as 30° or 31 °, where 
the wind became wefterly. Whenever it 
blew the leaft to the fouthward of weft, we 
experienced a confiderable degree of cold, 
and the thermometer did not rife higher 
than 53° or 54° in the warmeft part of 
the day ^ while it was much warmer when 
we had northerly, or northwefterly gales. 

The fcurvy began now to make its ap- 
pearance on board, and in a fliort time 
many of the crew became unfit for duty, 
and leveral of them died. But the ravages 
of the difeale were not fo great as we 
might have expedited, from the length of the 
voyage, it being now three months fince we 
had left England. 

On the loth of November, we law for 
the firft time trumpets^ or lea-bamboo *, float- 
ing on the ocean ; this is a thick reed, with 
large pointed leaves, and a calyx, refem- 
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bling the mouth of a trumpet, whence it 
has its name. We like wife faw petrels 
and pintados f ; W'hich, although both fea- 
birds, never go far froni land. The firll:, 
are about the fize of a common fowl, and 
are quite black ; they are very lumpilh, and 
fly heavily, and clofe to the water. The 
others may, for fize, be compared to a fmall 
goofe j they are always met with in pairs : 
there is another kind that fly fingly, and 
go much farther from land ; they are white, 
with black Ipots. From thefe figns, but 
clpecially frpm the variation of the com- 
pafs, having encreafed to 18° n.w. and thus 
to within two degrees of the variation in 
Table 3 &yy at the Cape of Good Hope, we con- 
cluded that we were not far from that fa- 
mous promontory. The variation of the 
compafs is the eaueft, and almoft the flirefl, 
rule that is oblerved by our navigators, to 
arrive at the Cape, and to determine the 
longitude they are in ; for neither folar nor 
lunar eclipfes occur frequently enough for 
the purpofc, and it is fcarcely poffible to 
take an obfervation by the latellitcs of Ju- 

* Prsctllsatis, opaMStalis. Proeelhria capenfit. 
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pker from on board of a fliip, on account 
of its continual motion. If the inftrument 
be corredt, and the oblerv'ation accurate, 
the variation of the compafsmay be depended 
upon i for inftance, in the latitude of Cape 
Si. Augujiiney on the coaft of Brazil, when 
the northeafterly variation is no longer ob- 
fervabie, that is, when the needle fliews the 
true north, or before it begins to take a 
wefterly variation, you may then be affured 
that you can double that cape j and in 
the lame manner in the latitude of the 
Abrolhos ; where there is no danger as long 
as the variation is 2 ° or 3 ® n.e. Thence 
to the eaftward or Ibutheaflward, the va- 
riation encreafes, and the needle progreC- 
fively turns more to the weft, as far as the 
longitude of Madagafcar, where, in 39" or 
40° fouth latitude, it at prefent, points 27* 
to the weftward of the true north ; and 
again, from that part, it decreafes in paff- 
ing to the ftraits of Sunda, more and 
more, till in 12® or 13°, it again Ihews 
the true north. At the Cape of Good Hope, 
the variation was this year full 20|® w.w. 
The wefterly variation augments every year, 
and it has for fbmc time been found, that 

at 
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at Paris, its annual increaie amounts to io| 
minutes or one-fixth of a degree, according 
to the Cmnoifance des Temps pour P Annie 
1771. 

At laft, on the 17th of November, about 
three o’clock, p.m. to our great joy, we 
difcpvered the land of Africa, near the Cape 
of Good Hope, the T able Mountain bearing 
eaft, about twelve or thirteen leagues off;, 
but it being too late in the day, to attempt 
reaching the road, we thought it advilable 
to ply off and on, during the night, and 
not to try to enter the bay, till the next 
day. 

We now found that our longitude was 
1® 45', or 22 leagues, more to the weft ward 
than by the fliip’s reckoning, fince our laft 
obfervation at the ifland Bona Vijia, on 
the 27th of Auguft ; fo that we had but 
a final! mifreckoning for fuch a length of 
paflage. The number of dead fince our 
departure from Fluffing was thirty ; and we 
had fifty-eight on the ficklift, raoftly down 
with the fcurvy. 

The next day, early in the morning, 
we carried a prefi of fail, and fleered 
towards T4bk Bay, between the Wahifcb, 

or 
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or Whale Rock, and the Lion^s-tall ; but 
owing to its failing calm, it was not till 
four o’clock, p.M. that we reached the 
anchorage in the inner road, and feinted 
the fort with thirteen guns. We found 
lying at anchor here the Eaft-India Com- 
pany’s Hoy, the Snelbdd (the Speed), and a 
French fhip, bound to the ifland Bourbon. 
On entering the road, the laud has no very 
agreeable alped, appearing only to be fteep 
and rocky mountains, nearly deftitute or 
verdure, while the fort and town of the 
Cape are not feen, till very near the an- 
choring-ground. But of the feveral par- 
ticulars relative to the Cape, I lhall fpeak 
more at large in my obfervations, at the clofc 
of my journal. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Cape of Goob Hope. — Journey up the Table 
Mountain . — Fine ProJpeSt from its Summit . — 
Jrrival of the S\v allow. Captain Carteret, 
at the Cape, from the South Seas. — Departure 
frm Table Bay. — Fhe IJland St. Paul. — 
Amsterdam JJland. — Singular Noife coming up 
out of the Sea. — -Violent Storms . — Engano.— - 
Reef JJland. — The high Land of Sumatra. — 
Entrance into the Straits of Sunda. — IJlands of 
Kraketau, Dwars in ben Weg, Wapens 
Van Hoorn, Onrust. — Anchorage before 
Batavia. 

Not long after our arrival at the Cape 
of Good Hope, I had the curiofity to afcend 
the Table Mountain, the difficulty of which, 
I was aflured, would be well compenfated by 
the pleafurc, the jaunt would afford me. 
Accompanied by three other gentlemen, 
who were actuated by the fame motives, 
and provided with fome provilions and a 
l^uide, I let oflF upon this excurfion, about 
half pafl: two in the morning, from Cape- 
town, which is fituaied at the foot of the 
mcmntain. The road thither, led along fbme 
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gardens, which the inhabitants of the town 
had laid out here and there, as a kind of 
rural retreats. For Ibme thing lefs than half 
an hour’s walk beyond thefe, the way was 
caiy, and the acclivity little ; farther on it 
began to be more fteep, running along a 
narrow ridge of the mountain, which end- 
ed about halfway up abruptly, againft the 
Ixde of a precipice. This place, the inhabi- 
tants of the Cape call the Krants, or 
Wreath. We arrived there at funrife, be- 
ing about half paft four, and made a reft- 
ing place of it. This ridge was formed, on 
either fide, by correfponding fteep and pro- 
found hollows. On the right hand, mur- 
muring over the pebbles, which abounded 
in the hollow, ran a rivulet, whofe fburce 
was at the ftimmit of the mountain, and 
which fuppiies the town with water. The 
ridge itfelf was nearly overgrown with un- 
derwood, which was formerly the relbrt of 
wild beafts, although none at prefent inhabit 
it j at leaft we neither faw nor heard any 
thing of them. 

Hitherto tlie afeent was not very difficult, 
but the path now began to be very pre- 
cipitous, and fo narrow, that it was fome- 

times 
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times not above two feet broad. There 
were feveral places, which we had to clamber 
up, which deviated little from a perpendicu- 
lar line. On our left, we had a wall of 
lleep rocks, heaped, as it were, in maffes 
upon each other ; and on the other fide, a 
deep chafoi, into which it was both tre- 
mendous and dangerous, to venture a look. 
In climbing up, we had to hold ourlelves 
faft by the flirubs, which grew up from 
between the interftices of the rocks ; and 
the labour and fatigue of the alcent, generally 
obliged us to take breath, whenever we came 
to a place that allowed us leitlire. The 
higher we came, the more difficult we found 
the path, lb that we had in the end, much 
to do to hold faft by the ftirubs, to prevent 
our falling down from the dreadful height, 
and being daftied to pieces. Sometimes, 
when we met with large ftones, and had 
room to look about us, we rolled them 
downwards, and following them with our 
eyes, perceived them in their fall, fuccef- 
fively loofening many others, and heard 
them together clattering with a horrid noife 
down the fteep fidcs of the chafm. We 
ibmetimes likewife met with large maftes 

of 
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of ftone, of full twenty feet fquare, which 
had been torn from the mountain, and lay 
difperfed in different lituations down its 
fide. The ground on which we trod, con- 
fifted in nothing but loofe ftones, heaped 
upon each other ; the fharp fides and angu- 
lar irregularities of which, greatly added 
both to the danger, and to the difficulty of 
the afcent. If one of thefe was loofened, 
many others followed it, and roiling away 
from under the foot, threatened to hurry the 
unwary traveller down the abyfs along with 
them, unlefsjwith a firm hand, he could grafp 
the friendly fecurity of fbme neighbouring 
deeprooted fhrub. 

It was half paft feven when we got to 
the top of the Table Mountain, and found 
ourfelves on the level fummit, which is pe- 
culiarly called the Table ; and from the flat 
appearance of which, feen from below, the 
whole mafs has its name. 

We here enjoyed the fineft profpedl that 
imagination can conceive. Both wind and 
weather were favourable. The fky was 
unencumbered with clouds, and the fun- 
beams were uninterrupted. Our view on 
one fide was bounded by the mountains of 

Hottentot 
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Hottentot Holland. To the fouthward, vfc 
beheld the breakers foaming along 
Bay, as far as its eaftern point,, and againft 
Roomans Rock * which lies in it. Between 
this extenfive inlet, and the Table Moun- 
tains, appeared the vineyards of Ccnjiantia. 
A little farther was Hout, or Wood Bay ; and 
turning more to the weftward, the Lions 
Mountain, of which that part called the 
head, although of a great height, appeared 
to us like a hillock, on account of the nnuch 
greater altitude of our fituation : it feemed 
to lie almoft under our feet, notwithftand- 
ing: it is near ten thoufand feet from the 
Table Mountain ; the Lion's-tail, which is 
more than one thoufand feet high, was 
fcarcely diftiuguifhable from the plain. The 
fineft fight was that of Table Bay. Rob-^ 
ben', or Seal Ifland ■j-, which lies in the mid- 
dle of the bay, though it is three miles in 
circumference, Icarce feemed as many feet. 
The mafts of the fhips which were in the 
bay, could with difficulty be difeerned 

^ Rsomans Rock, fo called, from a kind of red fifb, named 
tdmans or red mn^ by the inhabitants of the Cape,* which 
abound in Fsi/e They are excellent eating, and feem 
to be a Ipecies of mnller. 

t This is oaled. ReiigniiJ Iflaixd, in our maps# ^ 
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while their yards and tackling were in no- 
wife diftingnifhable. The fmaller velTcls 
and boats appeared like fpecks ; yet Bajen^ 
or Badger perfedtly vifible. Cape- 

town, upon which we looked direftly down, 
appeared a fmall fquare, in which we could 
diftinguifh the divifions into llreets, but none 
of the houfes or buildings, the church ex- 
cepted; which, howex'er, was alfo hardly 
difcernible ; and the fort, which lies at a 
little diftance from the town. It is difficult 
to defcribe in how fmall a Ipace the whole 
of the above, and the circumjacent country 
feemed to be comprefled. The view down 
that fide which we had afcended, was in 
the highell: degree frightful ; appearing like 
an overhanging precipice. The prolpedt of 
defending again that way, was by no means 
alluring, yet there was no other prafticable 
path. 

The air, at this height, was very cool 
and rarefied, notwlthftanding the fun Ihone 
very bright, and it was in the fummer-feafon 

* This is improperly called Coney Maod, in our maps j 
It has its name from tlic quantities of a fpecics of Giiinca^rat, 
or the cMmia cafenfis^ with which It abounds, and which arc 
wrongfully called dajjen or badgerst by the people of the 
Cape. r. 
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in this country. At Cape-town it was a 
warna day, for the thermometer then ftood at 
8o®. We caufed the Haves, whom we had 
brought with us, to colle6l fome bruihwood, 
and lighting a good fire, we fat round it, and 
had a comfortable dinner. 

Having thus refted for fbme time, we af- 
terwards walked over part of the Table, 
which took us an hour and a half. It's fur- 
face is not perfedlly level ; for there are 
here and there rocky irregularities, though 
feldom exceeding a man’s height above the 
plain. This confiils in many places of bare 
rock, lying in ftrata, and undulated like the 
waves of the fea. On the n.e. and s.e. 
fides the interftices of the rock are filled 
with a ftony kind of earth, and produce 
various kinds of flowers, with which we 
W'ere unacquainted ; fome of them afford- 
ing a grateful odour, and others finelling 
very difagreeably We were fome time 
fcarching for the fifhponds, which we had 
been told were formerly found on the fum- 

♦ Bf. TM0ii»tEo niendon$, as growing on the fiimmit of 
the nHwatam, the following rare and beantifnl flowers, onJlfis 
iuimktriSf ftrafias mihleuca^ and the blue 
the firft and laft of which he never could 
meet with mj where etfc C 
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mit of the mountain, but met with nothing 
of the kind. In the chinks and hollow- 
places of the rock, however, we found fome 
very fweet frefh water, which had a yel- 
lowifh appearance, and which probably had 
been lodged there by the denfe clouds 
which cover the Table when the wind 
blows from the s.e. This water refreihed 
us greatly, for we had not taken any with us 
from the town, and were extremely thirfty. 

Several fpots, where a little earth had 
been colledted, produced a kind of reedy graft, 
with fharp points, and growing tolerably 
high, interiperfed likewife with flowers, as 
beforementioned. To the fbuth and Ibuth- 
eafl:, the Table has a fenfible flope, but it 
is alfo on thofe fides bounded by a precipitous 
defcent of feveral hundred feet, with over- 
hanging rocks, and black protuberant maifes, 
fo that it is here utterly irapolSble to be fcaled. 

Having remained for the Ipace of full 
four hours on the fummit of the mountain, 
we began our defcent a little before noon ; 
having proceeded downwards for about half 
an hour, we arrived at a cavity in the rock, 
which we had overlooked on our afcent, and 
which being fhaded by a part which jutted 
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out a good way, formed a pleafaat grotto. 
The ground was covered with ihort graft. 
A limpid jet of fweet water, of about an 
inch in breadth, Iprang from the rock at 
the back of the grotto. We refted upon 
the foft verdure for about half an hour, and, 
conluming our remainmg provifions, again 
let forward on our return. 

The danger and difficulty we found in 
defcending, were even greater than when 
afcending the mountain. Obliged to look 
carefully around us, where to fet our feet, 
w e could not avoid beholding at the fame 
time th'- dreadful abyft before us, which 
was fufficient to make the fteadieft head 
giddy. T he Isaft fahe Ilep was much more 
dangerous than before j for while we were 
clamber’ng upwards, we could fecure our- 
felves by holding by the Ihrubs, but now 
we could not do fo, without going back- 
wards, which, indeed, we were Ibmetimes 
obliged to do. As for Hiding down over 
the loole and lharp Hones, that feemed to 
us, not only more dangerous, but alfo im- 
pradhcable. At half paft two o’clock, how- 
ever, we reached the flat rock, as it is call- 
cd, in fafety. This is a long and level 
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ipacc of rock, about two-thirds up the 
mountain, over which the rivulet which 
nies at the top of the chafna gufhes down- 
wards. 

We refted here again for a fhort time, 
and refreihed ourfelves with a draught of 
the clear fountain-water. We then, pro- 
ceeding farther, entered an eafier path than 
that we had purfued in the morning, on our 
afcent, and returned to Cape-town about 
four o’clock in the afternoon. The whole 
of the next day we could fcarcely move 
either arms or legs, in confequence of the 
ftifFhefs of our joints, contradled by the fa- 
tigue we had undergone ; and for a week af- 
terwards, we felt great pain in our thighs, 
whenever we attempted to walk, even along 
a level ground. 

Shortly after this, there arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope, an Englith veffel, 
the Swalloto floop, commanded by Captain 
Carteret, who had failed round the 
world, having left Spitbead in the month 
of Auguft, 1766, and paffing through the 
ftraits of Magellan, had traverfed the Pa- 
cific Ocean ; and after having flopped fbme 
time at Macajfer, had touched at Batavia, 

and 
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and now made the Cape, on his way home. 
Only fifteen of the crew had died during 
the whole voyage, and the moft part of 
thefe met their fate between Batavia and 
the Cape, 

They kept the objeft of their voyage a 
profound fecret. All I could difcover rcr 
ipefting them was, as I thought, that their 
longeft ftay had been at the ifland of yuan 
Fernandez *, 

Having received back our fick, who were 
but half recovered, from the holpital, and 
the ftrength of the reft of the crew being 
recruited, by a daily refrefliment of good 
beef, greens, and bread, we left Table Bay 
on the rath of December, with two hun- 
dred and eighteen hands, to proceed on our 
voyage to Batavia^ the chief fettlement of 
the Dutch in India. The foutheafterly 
wind, with which we had left the bay, 
veered to the fouthweft as fbon as we were 

* Captain CARTsaKT flayed about a week at 
a fitiilla* iflajid, ai^ near that of JWir Fermndez^ having un- 
eape^jdiy fowd the latto* inhabited and fortiied by the 
SpaniaidSi If we except tha time he remained at 
fe|wrii^ Im flip, and refrefliing his ctew, which was up- 
wards five mentis Ms Icmgefl flay was at Wiw a®d 

SflaiMis to eaft of T. 
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out at fea. W e were, in confequ ence, three 
days tacking about, in vain, before we could 
double the Cape. The 1 5th, however, the 
wind came round to the n.w. and we fteer- 
ed to the fouth, and afterwards in an eafter- 
ly diredlion, in order to double the Cape of 
Anguillast and to pafs the reef of the fame 
name. We found, however, that our fhip 
was very leaky, and we were obliged to 
keep the pumps almoft continually a-going, 
cfpecialJy when we carried any more ^il 
than ufual. 

On the 20th, we faw a lunar rainbow, 
which was very clear and light, but had no 
diftindt colours. On the 24th, we met 
with a violent ftorm from the s.w. which 
continued to the next day, with a tre- 
mendous highrunning fea ; fo that we 
were obliged to lie by, as we made much 
water, and we could no longer ftem the 
force of the mountain-waves. The wind 
was accompanied by hail, and fbme hail- 
(lones fell upon the fhip, which were as 
large as a pigeon’s egg. While lying by, 
the mizen-topfail, which was the only 
piece of canvafs ftanding, in order to keep 
the fbip’s head fteady, was tom out of the 

braces ; 
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braces ; and we were obliged to fet a reeved 
mizenfail, though we were every moment 
afraid to fee the mail come by the board, 
as it was very unfound : yet it fortunately 
flood out the gale. At the lame time the 
water gained upon our leaks very faft, by 
the fevere ftraining of the velTcl againft the 
waves, fo that we were forced to pump al- 
moft inceflantly. 

On the 25th, the weather became calmer, 
and the fea fmoother. We then again put 
before the wind, and purfued our voyage 
towards the eaft. 

When the ftorm was over, we found that 
all our fpare fails were foaked, and a great 
J)art of our bread Ipoiled by the feawater ; 
the principal feams were like wile, almoll: 
every where, wrenched fo far open, that in 
forae places they would admit a man’s hand : 
this, howevei', we repaired as well as wc 
could- 

On the 10th of January, 1769, we law a 
great number of gulls, and in the evening 
feveral feals, Ihearwatcrs, and black land- 
birds. Hence we concluded, that we were 
not far from the ifland St Paul ; though, 
according to our computation, it lay 80 

leagues 
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leagues farther. For two days we had not 
been able to obferve the variation of the 
compafs, on account of the cloudy weather, 
by which the fun was wholly obfcured. 
We however, at noon, obferved our lati- 
tude, and found that it was exadily that 
of the abovenamed ifland. The Iky was, in 
the afternoon and evening, very thick, by 
a continual rain ; and having, therefore, fo 
little light, I directed our courle to be al- 
tered two points from the eaft, to e.s.e. in 
order to I'un down out of the latitude of 
the ifland, which proved the means of our 
prefervation ; for at half paft ten at night, 
we had a glimpfe of the land, dole upon our 
fide, fo that it even feemed to hang over 
us ; but having got to windward of the 
ifland, we were enabled to run off fliore 
before the wind, in a Ibutherly diredlion^ 
which we did, till we were at the diftance 
of two leagues from the ifland, and we 
then fet our courfe again towards the 
eaft. 

This ifland, and that of Amjlerdam^ which 
lies fifteen leagues to the northward, are the 
only known iflands in the fouthern Indian 

Ocean 
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Ocean below the tropic of capricorn 
They are not large, but pretty high, par- 
ticularly Si. Paulf which is vifible, in a 
clear day, at the diftance of nine or ten 
leagues. 

The Eaft-India Company fent two Ihips 
to thefe iflands in the year 1726. They 
were uninhabited. There was frelh water 
on both, and on that of St. Paul, a hot fpring 
of mineral water. There was good anchor- 
ing-ground on the north fides of both, and 
the fea around them abounded in filh. I 
did not find that any velTels had vifited them 
fince that time; they lie at 400 or 500 
leagues diftance from the continent -j*. 

I diredted little fail to be made during the 

* In the fubfeqnent voyages of M. be Kee.goeleKj M. 
M. Mariot and Croeet, and Captain Cook, thofe navi- 
gators difcovered other iflands in this traifl of the ocean, con- 
fifting in a large ifland, called Kergmlen^s*land^ in about 4E® 
fbtith latitude, and 64® call longitude from Greenwich* 
and fome fmall iflands, in three different places, about the la- 
titude of 46^^ and 47i^» and longitudes 37% 464®, and 
48^? eat from Greenwich* T, 

f The moft recent, as well as the moil accurate, account 
of tksfc iflands, is to be fcmnd in Sir George Stauktoh^s 
Acxount of Lord Macaetket^s Embafly to China, whofc ; 
fsjt»iroii touched there, f**." '■ 
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night, intending in the morning to fleer 
again for the ifland, in order to have a near 
view of it; but finding at funrife that, as 
the fky remained overcaft, and the heavy 
rain continued, there would be fome danger 
in doing this, for want of a fufEciently clear 
view, I defifled from the attempt, in order 
not to expofe the fhip unnecedarily. 

Shortly afterwards, about fix o’clock, there 
arofe a found juft like the groaning of a 
man out of the fea, near the fhip’s fide. 
When I firft heard it, I thought that fome 
one of the crew had been hurt between the 
decks, and I fent the officer of the watch 
down to fee what was the matter. The 
men, however, who were on deck, told me 
that they had heard this noife arifing, as it 
were, from out of the water feveral times 
before; and I then perceived it to be as 
they laid ; for going on the outfide of the 
mamchains, I plainly heard it ten or twelve 
times repeated. It feemed to recede pro- 
portionably as the Ihip advanced, and leflen- 
ing by degrees, died away at the ftern. I 
fiippofe that it was perhaps occafioned by a 
fealion, that might be near the fhip, as 
many of thefe animals were laid to have 

been 
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l^en ieeii on the ifland Sfm Pnul^ although 
we perceived nothing like any animal. About 
feven o’clock, the gunner, who came to 
make a report of fomc matters of his de- 
partment. to me, informed me, that on one 
of his India voyages, he had met with the 
iame occurrence, and that a dreadful ftorm. 
had fucceeded, which forced them to hand 
all their fails, and drive at the mercy of the 
winds and waves for four-and-twenty hours. 
When he told me this, there was not the 
leaft appearance of any ftorm ; yet before 
four o’clock in the afternoon, we lay under 
our bare poles, fcudding before the wind, in 
a violent tempeft. The fea ran fo high on 
allfides, that at nine o’clock in the evening, 
all the cabin windows and hatches were 
ftove in, and the water ruflied quite into 
the ftateroom. To provide, however, as 
much as poflible againft this, we fpread a 
feil over the ftern, on which the fea could 
break, and which proved of great fervice 
to us. This blowing weather continued till 
the next day, the i2th of January, when 
the violence of the ftorm abating a little, we 
w'ere enabled to fet our fails again. Fortu- 
nately, no material damage was done to our 
I mafts 


[ M ] 

mails or yards, but the bread and fail rcroms 
were again very leaky. 

At the fame time we faw a good deal of 
floating feaweed, which is generally met 
with to the eaflward of the iflands St, Paul 
and jimjierdam. The meeting with feaweed 
may ferve as an indication to navigators 
(befides the variation of the compafs, which 
here decreafes below 19®) that they have 
paffed thofe iflands, and are to the eaftward 
of them. 

On the 14th, having been kept back by 
florms and contrary winds, we again came 
in fight of the ifland St. Paul^ bearing n.w. 
about eight or nine leagues off. The wind 
then coming round to the weft, we fteered a 
northeafterly courfe, and on the 27th of 
January we pafled the tropic of capricorn. 

In 34® and 35* fouth latitude, we found 
our compafies quite unfettied, the needles 
varying four and five points backwards and 
forwards, although there was but little mo- 
tion in the ftiip, and we were failing but at 
a moderate rate. 

In 30® fouth latitude, we met with the 
s.E. monfbon, or tradewind, with which we 
fleered n.n.e. in order to make the land to 

the 
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the weftward of the ftraits of Sundut ex- 
peding to meet there with the wefterly 
winds. 

On the laft day of the month, we had the 
fun vertically over us, and the higheft rife 
of the thermometer that day was to 8i*, 
though on the following days it ftood at 
83® or 84®. 

In II® fouth latitude, the s.b. tradewind 
left us, and changed to weft, with which, 
on the 1 2th of February, we ran in fight of 
the ifland Engano. We here found ourfelves 
I of leagues more to the eaft, than by the 
Ihip’s reckoning. 

This ifland lies in 5^® fouth latitude, 
about 25 leagues e.s.e. from Princess Ifland^ 
In the ftraits of Sunda. Ships that pafs the 
ftraits, - in the wefterly monfoon, generally 
run in fight of Engano. It is fix or feven 
leagues in length, and not quite half as 
broad. It is not high, and can only be dif- 
cerned at five leagues’ diftauce. It always 
appears green, by the trees with which it 
is covered. We law Ibme breakers on the 
weft fide, but none any where elfe. There 
arc no foundings round it, except on that 
fide, where, according to the Indian Pilot, 

there 
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lihere is an anchorage : fome fiflicrmen in- 
habit it, but they are very fhy of Grangers. 

Immediately on coming in fight of this 
ifland, we were overtaken by a- violent 
thunderftorm, which was followed by a con- 
tinual calm for fome days, lo that we were 
not only prevented from advancing, but were 
driven by the currents, which fet ftrongly to 
the weftward, more and more the contrary 
way ; and on the i 6 th of February, we loft 
fight of Engano. 

This calm weather ftill continued, and if 
we fometimes had a breeze, it came from 
the s.n. the very point towards which our 
courfe fliould have been diredted. Loiter- 
ing here againft our inclination, we difcover- 
ed on the 21 ft, juft before fiinlet, a low 
and finall iflet, at Icarcely three leagues’ dif- 
tance, which we found by our latitude to be 
the ifland Met bet rif^ or Reef Ifland ; like- 
wife called Droevig, or Dijhfirous Ifland, on 
aecouirt of Ihips having formerly been wreck- 
ed upon it, by realbn of its fmallnefs. It 
was fortunate for us, that we law it be- 
fore dark j for we fliould otherwife have 
run much danger of falling upon it during 
the night, fince we could not think that 

the 
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the currents could have fet us fo far to the 
weftward, which in five days, fince our laft 
obfervatioii at the ifland Engano, we found 
to be hill thirty leagues. 

Having a fbutheafterly breeze, we imme- 
diately ran ftraight off from the ifland, to 
the E.N.E. but at daybreak the next morn- 
ing, we again found ourfelves clofe to it ; 
ib that had it remained dark a little longer, 
we fhould have been in the greatefl: dan- 
ger, by the flrong currents which fet to- 
wards it. We were therefore obliged, in 
order to avoid the difaflers with which 
thefe continual calms and violent currents 
threatened us, to fall below it, out of our 
courfe, in order to have fearoom enough. 

This place is, as has, already been men-- 
tioned, both very fmall and very low. At 
two leagues’ diftance, it has the appearance 
of a grove of evergreens, of about half a 
league in length, floating upon the water. 
Its fouth latitude is 3® 45', by my own ob- 
fervation. The Indian Pilot defcribes it as 
having two reefs, one at the fouth, and one 
at the north, ftretching out to fea, a league 
and a half : but failing round its north end, 
about a league from the fliore, and founding 

with 
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with a line of 1 50 fathoms, we found no 
bottom ; f> that, in this iaftance, that book 
is not accurate ; yet we faw breakers on 
the north fide, as we computed, about a 
quarter of a league from the ihore. 

Our ill fortune was not yet at an end. 
W e daily experienced calms, and contrary 
winds, together with heavy thunderftorms ; 
and in tfaefe, the lightning was fo incef- 
fant, that the whole horizon appeared as if 
on fire. We had likcwife violent gufts of 
wind, that feldom were above an hour in 
duration j during which, however, it was im- 
pofiible to carry any fail ; and when we Ibme- 
times attempted to make fome progrcfe by 
them, our fails were either blown away, or 
we were in great danger of lofing our yards 
and marts. When thefe fiidden fquails fub- 
rtded, they were commonly rticceeded by 
dead calms, and the heat was then nearly 
intolerable, the thermometer being often at 
B8“, withwit the leaft refrertiing breeze, to 
mitigate the fervency of the weather. All 
this, added to the heavy and violent rains, 
which fell every day, occartoned much fick- 
nds among the feamen ; fome of whom, 
in a fliort time, paid the debt to nature. 

Among 
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A mong the dead, was my fecond lieutenant. 
I experienced myfelf the greateft torture, 
from a violent colic, for ten or twelve days, 
and the whole duty devolved thus on the 
firft lieutenant, who was obliged to be on 
deck both night and day, as neither of the 
two officers next in rank, were fit for ferving 
in the capacities they held, and were even 
hardly acquainted with the compals. 

It was not till the 15th of March, that 
we got light of land. At eight o’clock, 
AM. on that day, we difcovered the high 
land of Sumatra’s weft coaft *, and at noon 
made the Keizers Piek, or Pike of the Em- 
peror., being a lofty, Ipiry mountain fo call- 
ed. Taking a good obfervation here, we 
found that the currents had driven us 60 
leagues to the weft ward, fince the 1 6th of 
February, though they other wife, in this 
time of the year, moftly fct to the eaft. 

On the 1 6th of March, at noon, we en- 
tered the ftraits of Sunda, having the Flat 

* The part of Smatra here meant, though, in faft, the 

loilthcaii tad of the i0arid, is deaominatedi by the Dutch, as 
above, weft cmft, m account of its relative wcfterlj 

with idpea to their chief fettlemeuts at the eaft end 
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point of Sumatra on the one hand, and 
Princes Ifland on the other. I fliall fpeak 
more at large of both places, in the ob- 
fervations which I have already mentioned. 

Towards the evening, we found ourfelves 
not far from the ifland Kraketau. The wind 
now gathering into a ftorm from the weft- 
ward, and the rain rendering the flcy very 
hazy, we refblved to lie by during the 
night, not having fufficient light to proceed. 
Making fail again at daybreak, we came at 
noon abreaft of the ifland Dwars in den Weg, 
or Middle Ifle. The guard ftationed at An-- 
jerj in behalf of the Company, came on 
board of us here, and I difpatched a letter 
by him, to the governor general at Ba- 
taviOf ' and one to the commandant at Ban- 
tarn, requefting to have fomc refreftiments 
fent on board for my people. About eleven 
o’clock at night, we anchored abreaft of 
the point of Bantam, near the ifland Pan- 
jang. 

We received, the next morning, the re- 
frefliments we had alked for : they confifted 
in an old buffalo, the flefh of which was fo 
tough, that no boiling would foften it, fome 
very indifferent vegetables, and forty fowls. 

For 
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fot this fcanty provifion, the Eaft-India 
Company were charged one hundred gil- 
ders *. 

In the afterncxjn, the wind being wefter- 
ly, we weighed anchor, and at fiinfet, came 
to an anchor again, near the iflands called 
De Wapens van Hoorn, or The Arms of Horn ; 
for it is very dangerous to fail in the night- 
time along this coaft, becaufe of the Ihoals 
and rocks, w'hich are fcattered all the way, 
under the furface of the fea. 

At lunrife, on the 19th of March, we 
again got under weigh, and pafling, a little 
after noon, the iflaud Onruji, we caft anchor 
about four o’clock, p.m. in the road of Ba~ 
tavia. The admiral, or flaglhip, returned 
our felute, of thirteen guns, with five, and I 
immediately went on Ihore, to wait upon the 
governor general, in order to inform him 
of my arrival, and give him an account of 
my voyage. His excellency, however, was 
at his country-feat, called Wei te Freeden 
‘ (Weil-contented), and I accordingly went 
thither, to pay my refpeds to him. 

* About nmc pounds flerling. T, 
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CHAPTER III. 

Pajfage from Batavia to Bantam. — Situation 
of Bantam. — Defcription of the city . — The FaJ~ 
ctbaan. — The Mofque. — fhe King's Palace, and 
Fort Diamond. — Religion. — Fort Speelwyk. 
'—Company’s Offcers. — Dependencies of the Com- 
mandery at Bantam. — Pepper taken on board.— 
Weights.- — Vifit to fame remarkable Places withcut 
the City.— Vifit to the King ^Bantam . — Aaount 
of his Court, and our Entertainment there. — The 
King's Proceffion to the Mfque. — Cargo completed. 
Departure from Bantam. — Anchorage at the 
JJland Onrvst. 


Having difcharged the cargo of the fhip, 

and taken in ballaft, I received orders from 
the governor general, to go to Bantam, to 
take a cargo of pepper on board. My de- 
parture was fixed for the loth of May, and 
I was likewife diredled to hoift an enfign at 
the maintop, as foon as we were out of 
fight of the road of Batavia, becaufe Mr. 
Van Test, fenior merchant, and ex-com- 
miflary of inland affairs, together with Mr. 
De Meyee, counfeller of juftice, and fome 


more 
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more company, both ladies and gentlemetf#. 
were on board, and were to go the voyage 
to Bantam with me j although this mark of 
diftinfiion was not properly due to any one 
of them, unleis they had been ou commiffioti 
in behalf of the Company’s government, 
which was not the cafe. 

We accordingly failed on the appointed 
day, the loth of May, having on board 
eight cherts of money, containing fifty thou- 
fand Spanifli dollars, which were to be given 
in payment for pepper, to the king of Ban- 
tam. 

At two o’clock, p.M. we anchored abreart: 
of the ifland Onruji^ as the feahree2:e began 
to blow pretty ftrong againft us. 

We failed again the next day, at daybreak, 
and in the evening, cart anchor abreart of 
the ifland called De Graote Combuis^ or the 
Great Furnace., whence we fet fail again, on 
the I ath, in the morning, and anchored at 
three o’clock, p.m. before the city of Ban- 
tam, clofe to a fmall ifland called Hef Hol- 
landjch Kerkbof, or the Dutch church- 
yard. 

We fainted the Eaft-India Company’s 
commandery here, with thirteen guns, and 

had 
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had our fakte returned, with the fame 
number. Before we reached the road, Mr. 
Reinouts, the commandant at Bantam^ 
came on board, to welcome the company 
who were with me j and they all went on 
£hore together, at four o’clock. I foon fol- 
lowed them, and Mr. Reinouts ¥ery po- 
litely offered me the ufe of his houfe and ta- 
ble, while I remained at Bantam, which I 
thankfully accepted. 

The gulph or bay of Bantam, bounded by 
the point of the fame name, and that of 
Bontang, forms a commodious retreat for 
Ihips, large numbers of which may anchor 
in it in fafety. Many Imall iflands lie fcat- 
tered up and down in it ; and they afford 
an agreeable prolpedf to the fhips in the 
road. Thefe iflands are all uninhabited, ex- 
cept Buh Banjang, or the Ijing IJland, which 
is the largeft, and on which Ibme filhermen 
refide. There is a great plenty of fine fifh 
here, among which the inhabitants of Ban- 
tam prefer one called the kaalkop, or baU- 
head, which has fbme refcmblance to cod. 
It is at the bottom of the bay that the city 
of Bantam is fituated, full a quarter of an 

hour’s 
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flour’s walk from the fealide. It lies be- 
tween two branches of a river, which de- 
fcenda from the mountains. The diftance 
from Batavia is about thirteen Dutch miles*, 
or leagues. 

The communication between thefe two 
places by land, is very difficult, owing to 
the thick forefts, and deep moralTes, which 
lie between them. Thefe obftacles render 
the road by land, nearly impra6licable,at leaft 
for Europeans : for this reafon, people go by 
water, making ufe of the land and fea winds, 
which feldom fail, and which drive the light 
Indian or proas, called fyers, to and 

fro, along the coaft, with flirprifing celerity. 
I was told that they fometimes took up nj> 
more than four hours in the paflage. 

The river of Bantam is only about 170 or 
180 feet over, at its mouth. It is likewife 
very fliallow, fo that at low water, a common 
Ibip’s boat does not lie afloat in it. It is befet 
with wooden piles, on both fides, as far as Fort 
Speelwyk j but they are kept in very indif- 
ferent repair, which is a pity, as they would 

* A Dutch mile, which they in general call aa hour, is 
akttat thite miles and a half Englilh. T. 
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which there is a range of high and mafly 
mountains, that extend far to the fouth- 

etermine reipefting i' 
fize, not having had an opportunity of 
going round it ; it muft certainly, however, 
be called a large city, for I have often 
walked ftraight on for a whole hour, with- 
out reaching the end. I did not perceive 
any walls or fortifications toward the fea. 







[ ] 


Bature, wattled up with reeds or canes, 
plaiftered with clay, and covered with leaves 
or attap *, may deferve that appellation, are 
fcattered to and fro, without any order or 
fyrametry of ftreets, and round each of them 
is a plantation of cocoanut-trees, the whole 
furrounded by a paling of fplit bamboo, by 
which every family is wholly feparated from 
its neighbours. 

A quarter of a league from where the city 
begins, towards the mountains, is a large 
open field, called the Pafctbaan, where 
three roads ^for ftreets they cannot be call- 
ed, having no refemblance to fuch), leading 
from different quarters of the town, unite 
to the weft ward of the river. This forms 
the eaftern, as part of the city does the 
fbuthern, boundary of the Pqfcebaany while 
the royal mofque is fituated on the north, 
and the king’s palace on the weft fide of it. 
In the middle of this plain ftands a large 
•meringa tree which extends its fpreading 
branches on all fides, and affords a perpetual 


♦ THs k the name prtn to the leaves of the palm-trecj 
hmifes* ST, 
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and agreeable fliade. At tbe foot of this 
tree, is a grave, covered with a large blue 
ilone, in which the body of one of the for- 
mer kings of Bantam lies buried, and which 
the inhabitants look upon' as a very holy 
place, and revere it greatly. A little farther 
off, on the other fide, is a building, which 
refts upon polls, riling ten or tw'elve feet out 
of the ground. The roof is fupported by an 
appearance of pillars. It is ufed as a place 
of circumcifion, for the children of the king; 
and on fuch occalions, it is hung round, and 
richly decorated, with coftly tapeflry, and 
pieces of cloth. 

The name of this field, the Pafcehaan, is 
that which is given throughout the eaft, to 
thofe places where their princes divert 
themfelves, with horfe-races and fimilar ex- 
crcifes. All their courtiers and great men 
mu ft then appear on horfbback, and in mag- 
nificent apparel, to contend in the races with 
the king or his Ions ; always, however, with 
the provifo, that they yield the palm of vic- 
tory to their royal competitors. 

The mofqueor temple, mentioned above, 
Hands at the end of a little plealant lawn ; 
it is furrounded by a high wall, and is almoft 

fquarc. 
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Iquare. It has five roofs above each other, 
all decreafing in fize upwards, till the laft 
terminates in a point ; the eaves of the 
loweft, jut out much beyond the walls of 
the temple. Clofe by, is a high, but flen- 
der, fpire, which ferves, like the minarets 
in Turkey, to announce the hours of prayer. 
Neither Chriftian nor Pagan may enter 
this temple, upon pain of death. Indeed 
there is little to be feen in it, as I was in- 
formed, more than a parcel of benches, and 
a fort of pulpit, in which the kingfometimes 
performs the fervice as prieft ; as I lhall have 
occafion to notice hereafter. 

The royal palace, which ftands on the 
weft fide of the Pafcebaan, is built within a 
fortrcfs, which is called the Diamond. This 
is an oblong fquare, eight hundred and 
forty feet in length, and nearly half as broad. 
It has regular baftions at the four corners, 
and feveral femicircular places of arms on 
the fides. I counted fixty-fix pieces of can- 
non in this fortification, the gieateft part 
brafs, and moftly heavy artillery, but old, 
and few of them ferviceable. The touch- 
holes of fome were fo worn away, that a 
fmall teacup could eafily b« pafled through 

them. 
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them. There were federal with the arms 
of Portugal, and a few W'ith thofe of Eng- 
land j likewife five or fix brafs caimon, 
founded by the Javanefe. Thefe laft had 
two flrong iron rings, round the chace, at 
the mouth, and two at the chambers, to 
fecure the piece from burfting. They ap- 
peared to me to be twelve-pounders. The 
four baftions point to the four middle points 
of the compafs, n.e. s.e. s.\v^ and n.w. The 
walls are built of hard ftone, and are four- 
teen or fifteen feet in height. Every expence 
relative to the reparation and keeping in order 
of the fort, and of the artillery, muft be de- 
frayed by the king, by whofe predecefTors it 
was cre 61 :ed in the latter part of the laft cen- 
tury. 

The Dutch Eaft-Iudia Company keep a 
garrifon in it,, confifting of one captain, 
three fubalterns, and one hundred and thirty 
privates. This force ien/es nominally to 
defend the perfon of the king from all 
hoftile attempts ; but, in fadl, to have him 
always in the Company’s power. None of 
his fubjefts, cither high or low, not even 
his fons, are allowed to approach his perfon, 
without the knowledge of the captain of the 

Dutch 
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Dutch military, who receives information 
reipeding the king’s vifitors, from the guard 
at the gate, and tranfmits it, from time to 
time, to the commandant at Fort Speehoyk. 
No Javaneie or Bantammer is ever al ow- 
ed to pafs the night, within the walls of the 
fort. 

A wet ditch runs round it, but this would 
be a trifling obftacle to the operations of an 
European enemy; for it is entirely neglected, 
and in noany places almofl; dry. On a ftone 
over the gate, is an infcription in Dutch, by 
which it appears that the fortrefs was built 
by one Henry Louwrents, a native of 
Steenieyk, in the province of Overyjfel. This 
man, fearing the confequences of fome crime 
or other which he had committed, quitted 
the fervice of the Company, and entered 
auto that of the king of Bantam^ who find- 
ing he had feme knowledge of fortification, 
employed him in building this caftle, after 
he had abjured his religion, and embraced 
the Mahomedan faith. Fort Diamond is not 
difccrnible until one is clofe to it, on account 
of the numerous cocoanut-trees with which 
the city abounds, and which impede the 
view ; we muft, however, except that fide of 

it* 
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Itj that faces the Facibaan, where it is open 
to the eye. 

The approach to it, is over a drawbridge, 
that is thrown, over the moat. Between 
this bridge and the gate of the fort, is a 
fpace of ground, or efplanade, on the right 
fide of which, ftands a large building, with 
a fquare roof, open in front and at the 
fides, in which the ceremony of crowning 
the hereditary prince is performed. On the 
other fide are the king’s ftables and coach- 
houfes, the former well provided with horfesi 
the latter, which are only wooden fheds, 
contain fevcral coaches, which have at dif- 
ferent times been prefented to the king, 
by the Company, or their governors, and 
among which there are fome that are vene- 
rably old, and in a tafte truly antique. The 
king’s gomgoms^ a fort of raufical inftru- 
ments, of which I fhall fpeak more at large 
in another place, are likewife kept in thofe 
Iheds. 

At the gate of the fort, an officer and four 
and twenty men, mount gtiard night and 
day. The palace is about twenty paces 
from the corps is garde, and is called 
Datm, which in the Malay language figni- 

fies. 
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ies, tie inmojl. This is not a fmgle or regtl- 
Jar building, but confifis of many dwellings 
united together, and covers nearly the whole 
ipace of ground within the fort. In tho 
centre appears a fquare building, which has 
two roofs riling above each other, to fuch a 
height, that it is vifible three leagues off at 
fea. It is moftly built of brick, and covered 
wdth tiles, but there is no regularity ob- 
ferved, with refped to its architefture, or 
fcite. The wails of the king’s feraglio are 
raifed higher than 4hofe of the fort, to ren- 
der it inapcrvious to the eyes of the curious-. 
The captain who commanded the garrifouf 
here, related to me, that two inquifitive 
mortals were once difcovered, attempting tcf 
fcale thefe wails, and were inftantly put to 
death. 

When the king’s foas arrive at the age 
of puberty, they do not any longer refidc 
with their father, but have each their fepa- 
rate feraglio or harem. All the fervants of 
the palace are women, and even the atten- 
dant guards of the king are of the female 
fex ; for, although, when he appears in pub- 
lic, he is accompanied by his Bantam life- 
guards,. yet they are never admitted within 

the 
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the gates of the fortrefs. Thefe, befides 
their ordinary fidearms, crimes or long dag- 
gers, are provided with pikes, the iron 
heads of which are very long and broad ; 
and the king is likewife attended, when he 
goes abroad, by a guard of Europeans from 
the garrilbn. 

The religion of the kingdom of Bantam is 
the tame as prevails throughout Java, that of 
Mahomet. 

In what relation this part of the ifland 
ftands, with relped: to the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company, will appear in another place. 

Fort Speelwyk is a fortrefs, which the 
Company caufed to be built, during the civil 
wars, between Sultan Agon, king of Ban~ 
iam^ and his fon (in 1682); and it was called 
Speelwykf in allufion to the name of the 
then governor general of India, Cornelivs 
Speelman. It is fituated on the call: bank 
of the river, a very little way from its 
mouth. It is a fquare, defended at three 
of its angles by regular baftions, and at the 
fourth, by a demi-baftion. It is mounted 
with forty-eight pieces of cannon, of various 
calibers. The north, fouth, and weft fides 
are covered by a wet ditch, which is, how- 
ever. 
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ever, neither broad nor deep ; and wliicfr 
has a commniiication with the river that 
wafhes the eaft fide. The walls are coa- 
llraded of a heavy and hard kind of flone, 
and are thirteen or fourteen feet in height, 
but in feme places they are beginning to 
decay. In the interior of the fort, there is 
an open fquare, planted with trees in the 
middle, the fides of which, are formed by 
feveral buildings, in which part of the Com* 
pany’s fervants refide. Amongft thefe, the 
houfe of the commandant is diftinguifhaHe 
above the reft, having lately been hand- 
fomeiy rebuilt, and amply provided with 
roomy apartments ; one of which ferves for 
a chapel- The other buildings confift in, 
barracks for the foldiery, warehoufes. See. 
The gate is very near the riverfide, over 
which there is a drawbridge, and oppoftte 
to it is a pretty long ftreet, in which the 
Company’s fervants refide, for whom there is 
no room ii> the fort, together with a few 
Chinefe. The garrifon is nearly equal to 
that of Fort Diamond^ but a confiderable 
number are generally confined by ficknefs 
this place being confidcred as even mors un- 
healthy than Batavia. 


The 
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The chief authority, in behalf of the 
Company, is here vefted in a fenior mer- 
chant, with the title of commandant, who 
has likewife the management of the trade, 
which chiefly confifts in pepper, and fome 
cotton-yarn. This officer, however, is un- 
der the immediate controul of the local 20- 
vernment at Batavia, whence he receives 
orders, and whither he fends reports, nearly 
every day ; for Bantam is only looked upon 
as an outpoft or dependency of Batavia : 
whereas other Commanderies, which are 
fituated at a greater diftance from the capi- 
tal, are only fubjedl to tlie orders of the 
council of India. Yet the commandant 
here, has likewife a council, confifting of 
the adminiftrator, or fecond in command, 
and fome of the fervants of the Company 
following next in rank. There is alfo a 
jSfcal for the purpofe of preventing the il- 
licit or fmuggling trade. One Bayard, 
who filled this office in the preceding year, 
had accufed the commandant of having 
himfelf engaged in thefe underhand dealings 
with the Engliffi ; but the accufer died in 
good time, and the accufed was acquitted 
of the charge. The adiual commandant, 

J. Reinouts, 
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J. Reinouts, was a native of Enkhuizen 
in North Holland, and had enjoyed the ap- 
pointment for fome years. I was told at 
Batavkf that he paid great attention to 
the Company’s pepper- trade. Whenever he 
goes out in Rate, he is efcorted by a guard, 
confifting of one non-cammiffioned officer 
and twelve privates. He is addrefTed by 
the title of acbthaar beer, or worfhipful fir, 
and his inferiors never approach him but 
with the deepeft refped. 

To the Commandery of Bantam alfb be- 
long the refidencies, or fadlories which the 
Company poffefs, at Lampong Toulan Bau- 
wang, Lampsng Samanca, both Citmted 
in the fbuthern part of the ifland Sumatra. 
Thefe are fubordinate or conquered pro- 
vinces of the kingdom of Bantam, and yield 
a confiderable quantity of pepper annually. 
The officers of the Company who refide 
there, are chiefly flationed, in order to keep 
a watchful eye upon the fpice, that it do 
not fall into any other hands than their 
own. They have both the rank of book- 
keepers, and have each a few foldiers, and 
a non-commiffioned officer with them. The 
refident at Toulan Bauwang, had been pub- 
licly 
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Ik -y beheaded at Batavia two or three years 
before ; he had caufed one of the grandees 
of the king of Bantam^ ar.d who was his 
deputy there, to be fhot dead in cold blood. 
The governor general did all that could he 
done to fave his life, but the remonftrances 
of the court of Bantam w'ere lb ftrong and 
preffing, that at laft he was obliged to be 
put to death. He underwent the punifh- 
ment with the greatel^ fortitude and compo- 
fure. 

There are two other outpofts, which are 
likewife taken from the garrifon of Bantam^ 
one at Anjert or Aniar, and the other at 
JerittOy both places in that kingdom, but 
each confifts of no more than two men. 
They are chiefly let, for the purpofe of 
watching the Ihips that arrive, of wdiich 
they note down the names, and the places 
whence they come, and immediately give 
information of them, to the commandant at 
Bantamt who, in his turn, traufraits it to the 
governor general at Batavia. This is done 
with refpedl to Dutch, as well as to foreign 
vplTels. 

The day after our arrival, the chells of 
money w-ere taken from on board, and car- 
ried 
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ried on Ihore ; part of the ballaft was dif^ 
charged, and every thing made ready to 
ihip the pepper. This was begun to be 
effedted on the 1 5th of May, and on that 
day we took on board, about 70,000 pounds 
weight. The delivery of the pepper was 
made out of the king’s warehoufes, fituated 
near the river, after having been weighed 
by one of his fervants, by weights of 250 
pounds each, in the prefence of eight or 
nine of his inghebees^ or princes, who took 
an exa£t account of the whole ; a fervant of 
the Company deputed for that purpole, and 
one of my fhip’s officers, being likewife pre- 
fent, to prevent every kind of fraud. It was 
afterwards carried down the river, in flat- 
bottomed boats, and put on board, while a 
guard was ftationed in every boat, to pre- 
vent any pepper being flolen ; for the Ban- 
tammers are greatly addi6led to this vice. 
Heavy goods are weighed here by bhars, 
each containing three and thefe lafl; 

are eftimated at one hundred and twenty- 
five pounds. 

While the loading of my fhip was going 
on, I now and then made an excurfion in- 
land, together with the Company from Ba- 
tavia, 
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tavia^to Come pajar, or market. In thefe, 
on certain days of the week, all kinds of 
goods, but more elpecially the country pro- 
vifions, are expofed for fale. Welikewife 
paid a vifit to a place, fituated about a Dutch 
mile and a half out of the city, which is 
called Grobbezak. It is an old and very 
ruinous four-cornered building, Handing on 
a fquare piece of ground, of about ten or 
eleven acres, furrounded with water which is 
three hundred feet broad. A bridge formerly 
led to this little ifland, the remains of which 
w^'ere Hill to be leen in the water ; but at 
prefent no one attempts to go over to it, for 
fear of the alligators or crocodiles, which 
inhabit the water. We, however, faw none 
ofthefc animals. The natives believe, that 
jio perlbn could live in this building, on ac- 
count of the evil fpirits which refide there. 
It is, in all probability, a relic of the Portu- 
guefe. Sitting on a little eminence oppofite 
to it, there is an echo, which plainly repeats 
a word five or fix times. 

Another day, we went to view the tomb 
of one of the principal faints of the Ban- 
tammers. This lay full two Dutch miles 
from the city, upon a hill, of about two 

hundred 
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iiundred feet high. Hard by is a little vil- 
lage, called Bodjo Nogare. It is not far from 
the fea, into which the rivulet which runs 
clofe to it, difchargcs itfeif. There is a 
fajfer or market, held here every Saturday, 
for provifions, cotton-yarn, capok *, and 
other productions of the land. At the top 
of the hill which is called Vounong Saniri, 
from the name of the faint, Hands the tomb, 
which is made of brick, and is no more 
than twelve inches above the ground. At 
the head and feet, Hand two cylindrical 
Hones, of three feet in height, like fmali 
pillars, which the Javatiefe cover with a 
piece of white cotton cloth, in honour of 
their faint. The whole is furrounded by a 
kind of low white Hone wall, raifed a little 
higher than the tomb. The natives pay 
extraordinary refpeCt to this holy repofitory 
of the dead, and would not fuffer any one to 

^ is the denomination given to the cotton, which 

inclofes the feed, in the capfuie of the lilk-cotton-tree {hombax 
pentmdnm^y and is not iifed for fpinning, but for making 
matraffes, bolfters and pillows. The other cotton is the pro« 
diice of a perennial Ihrub herb actum). Its feed- 

veiTels contain a' very fine cotton, called capas^ which is woven 
into an infinite number of cotton and caliico pieces, of various 
degrees of finenefs. T* 
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commit an indecorous aftion, or eafe nature, 
near it, without fevere punifhment. They 
are perfuaded, that even if any animal were 
to void its excrement upon the tomb, it 
would inftantly drop down dead. Their 
Jegends relate, that this faint walked dry- 
ihod over the lea, in the pre fence of a mul- 
titude of faithful muffelmen, and could pals 
many days and nights, without taking any 
kind of nourilhment. Clofe by the tomb 
there is a lhady tree, round which a cubebs- 
plant, which produces the long pepper, twines 
its luxuriant branches. 

Shortly after our arrival at Bantam, Mr. 
Van Tets, and the company that were 
with him, had alked leave to pay their re- 
fpedls to the king, and the lyth of May 
was fixed upon, for that purpofe. 

Accordingly, on that day, three of the 
king’s courtiers, magnificently arrayed in 
the Javanefe falhion, came to fetch the 
company, at the head of whom was the 
commandant Reinouts, while I likewife 
made part of it. The garrifon of fort Speel- 
•wyk was under arms, and drawn out in two 
files, from the commandant’s houfe to the 
gate, whither we had to walk between 

them. 
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them. Having paffed the drawbridge o^' 
the fort, we found therein waiting, three of 
the king’s coaches, with European coach- 
men, dreffed in his livery, which is yellow, 
with red flowers. The deputies from the 
court, defired the company to take their 
places, in the fecoaches- In the firft, were 
ieated the ladies of the company; in the 
fecond, was the commandant Reinouts, and 
Mr. VanTets, efcorted by the ufual guard 
of the former, confifting in twelve grena- 
diers, and preceded by ten of the king’s 
bodyguards ; and in the third coach, followed 
the reft of the company. 

We rode in this order, over the Pafcebaan, 
as far as the draw'bridge of fort Diamond, 
where we left our equipages ; and coming 
over the bridge, found part of the fultan’s 
bodyguards, like wife ranged in two files, as 
far as the gate of the fort. They were 
armed with half-pikes, and were naked 
down to their middle, which was girded by 
a piece of dark blue or blackifli cotton 
cloth, which came round between their legs, 
and hung about half way down their thighs. 

While we were pafling between their 
ranks, the gomgotns, and other Indian mufical 

inftruments. 
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iiiftrutnents, were played. Coming to the 
gate of the fort, we were met by the king, 
who took the commandant Reinouts, and 
Mr. Van Tets, by the hand, and led them 
in, while we flowly followed in proceflion. 
Withfti the gate, Rood the guard under 
arms, and the drums were beat incel&ntly. 
There were befides two trumpeters Rationed 
at the entrance of the palace, and dreffed 
in the king’s livery, who ibunded a lufly 
peal of wind-mufic. 

The entrance to the palace, is through an 
arched gateway ; the plaiRering of which 
was, in all likelihood, once of a white hue, 
but now appeared very black and dirty. It 
had, upon the whole, more the appearance 
of a pritbn than of a regal palace, and gave 
me but a very indifferent idea of the infide. 
Pafling hence, we came into a large hall, 
which feemed, to the eye, to be about fifty- 
five or fixty feet in length, and of about 
halfthat breadth, with a tolerably lofty ciel- 
ing, built arch wife, and feemingly wain- 
footed. The walls were whitewaflied, but 
looked very dirty, fo that it was eafily to be 
feen that little attention was paid to them. 
The floor was paved, diamondwife, with 

fquare 
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fquare red tiles. The light and air were let 
ill, on the north fide, through three windows, 
and two large doors, opening towards the 
inner buildings of the court, which wore 
likewife not the mod inviting appearance. 

The door by which we entered, was at 
the lower end of the hall ; at the other end, 
was another, leading to the remaining apart- 
ments. Near it flood a couch, covered with 
yellow fatin ; and alfo a kind of bedftead, 
with doors ; the whole lacquered in the 
Chinefe fafhion. A little lower, was an ob- 
long Iquare table, with a yellow' cover, 
adorned with red flowers ■, and on it flood 
three large chafed filver difties, with ^ri 
lea.veSt areca nut, and the further requifites 
for the preparation of pinang*. Againfl: 
the wall, were two fide-tables, with beau- 
tiful marble flabs ; and between them, chairs 

^ Fhang is the name of the kernel of the areca-nnt {arecm 
cathecu ) ; but it feems likewife to mean, the mixture of the 
ingredients they ufe for maftication. The Jtri leaves are betel 
leaves {pipsr heiel). Into one of thefe leaves,^ a piece of the 
areca*nut, which is generally divided into fix parts, one of 
which ferves at a time, being put, with a little lime, the leaf 
is folded together, and kept in the mouth till all the firength 
is drawn out of it. The univerfality of the pra(^lice of chew- 
lag betel aud areca, throughaft ‘thr"eaft, is well known, 
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of walnut-tree wood, made in the Europsan 
fafhion. 

At the lower end of the room, was a large 
mat of Iplit rattans, Ipread upon the floor, 
on which the king’s courtiers, with the 
prince, or prime minifler, who had the ad- 
miniftration of the empire, at their head, 
fat down upon their heels, as fbon as we 
had taken our places at the table. The 
king, having led the two abovementioned 
gentlemen into the room, placed himfelf 
upon a raifed chair, at the upper end of the 
table. Next to him, on the left hand, hav- 
ing his face turned towards the windows, 
fat the commandant Reinouts, then Mr. 
Van Tets, and the other gentlemen of the 
company. On the oppofite fide of the table, 
on the right hand of the king, fat his firft 
queen, the mother of the prince, heir ap- 
parent of the crown j next to her was Mrs. 
Van Tets, then the fecond queen, then 
followed the lady fecond in rank of our 
company, then the third queen, then again 
one of our ladies, and the fourth queen, 
and next to her, the lafl on that fide, fat a 
little boy, the fon of Mr. Van Tets. 

The two firft of thefe queens feemed to 

be 
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be already pretty far advanced in years, but 
the two others were younger, and, though 
fomewhat brown, looked very well; yet I 
remarked fome of the female flaves, who 
ferved us, who were incomparably hand- 
jfbmer and fairer than any of the four legal 
wives of the king. Their drels too, had not 
any thing peculiarly graceful in it, confifting 
in long chintz kabays, or robes, of a fufhci- 
ent fine quality it is true, but hanging loofe 
down to the feet, in the Indian falhion, as I 
fhall hereafter more particularly defcribe. 

Their hair, which was of a jetty black, 
was combed fmooth up over the head, and 
faftened behind with a wreath, which is 
here commonly called a conde.^ richly adorned 
like wife with gold and jewels. They fat on 
chairs, in the fame manner as we do, al- 
though this is quite contrary to the general 
cuftom of the orientals, who every where 
are uled to fit with their legs croffed under 
them. Thefe ladies were very talkative, 
and converfed much with ours in the Malay 
language, while the chewing of betel or fi- 
nang was not forgotten, either by the Indian, 
fiiltanas, or the Dutch ladies. 

The king, who was addrelled by the title 

of 
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of Touang Sultan, or My Lord the King, 
appeared to me to be a man of between 
forty-five and fifty years of age. His eolonr 
was a cheftnut-brown, with a friendly coun- 
tenance, which was not belied by his man- 
ners or behaviour. He had a little beard, 
and black hair, curling a little ; he feemed 
more inclined to fparenefs than to corpu- 
lency. His drefs confifted in a long Moorifh 
coat, made of a certain ftuff, interwoven 
with gold, which is manufaiSured at Surat, 
and is called foesjes. This hung down al- 
moft to his feet. The fleeves, which were 
loofe and wide above the elbow, fet dole to 
the lower part of the arm, where they were 
faftened by a row of fmall gold buttons. 
Under this coat, he wore a white fhirt, and 
a pair of drawers, that reached down to his 
heels, of the fame fluff as the coat. Gn 
his feet he had Turkifh fhoes drawn on flip- 
fhod, the forepart of which was turned up- 
wards; and white llockings on his legs. 
His head was covered by a round, and 
fomewhat fharp- pointed, cap, of a violet 
colour, laced with filver. Behind his chair 
flood one of his female lifeguards, who was 
relieved from time to time, armed with a 

large 
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large gold kris, in a fheath of malfy gold, 
which flie continually kept raifed on high; 
and which the king, when he flood up to 
condu<5l us out, took from her, and put un* 
der his arm. Two female flaves, one on 
each fide, were feated next to him on the 
ground. One of thcfe, held his tobacco-box 
and his betel-box, both of which were made 
of gold, and of a pretty large fize. When 
he wanted either the one or the other, it 
was handed to him, wrapped up in a lilk 
handkerchief. The other female attendant, 
had a golden fpitting-pot in her hand, which 
the handed from time to time to his majefty, 
as he flood in need of this utenfil. 

As loon as we were feated, pipes and 
tobacco were prefented to us ; after which 
the commandant Reinouts and Mr. Va2^ 
Tets entered into converlation with the 
king, on indifferent flibje<ffs, in the Malay 
language. Hereupon the king called the 
pangorang, or prince, prime minifter, who, 
as I haTe before mentioned, was fitting; at 
the lower end of the hall, at the head of the 
nobles, to come to him. He accordingly 
crept along the floor, till he came near the 
king’s chair, where he remained fitting on 

the 
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the ground, anfwering the queftions which 
the king put to him. He often replied 
with the word inghi^ which is the Javanefe 
affirmative, yes% but as I underftood little 
of the language which was fpoken, I was 
neither edified nor entertained by the dia- 
logue. 

About half pafi: eleven o’clock, the cloth, 
which confifted in a white piece of cotton, 
was laid upon the table ; and in a moment 
it was provided with a number of fmall 
difhes, filled with all kinds of Indian food, 
drefifed in various manners. The chief in- 
gredients of mofl: of them were, however, 
fifh and poultry, varied by numerous fauces, 
according to the cuftom of the country, of 
fugar, vinegar, or tamarinds. A fquare 
Icarlet woollen cloth, was laid upon the ta- 
ble before the king, and upon this, the dilhes 
were placed which were defigned folely for 
his ufe, and of which he ate heartily. With 
regard to myfelf, it was only with the great- 
eft difficulty, I could fwallow a part of w' hat 
was fet before me, which was fifh preferved 
in fugar, and which indeed I fhould not 
have touched at all, if politenefs had not 
rcouifed .that I fhould tafte of fbmething. 
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Mr. RpiNotrTs had taken care to provide 
himfelf with a few bottles of wine and beer, 
which it would elfe, have been in vain, to 
have looked for, at the king’s table, and we 
could therefore, now and then, indulge in a 
glafs of thofe liquors, during the dinner. 

The king frequently broke wind upwards, 
during his meal, and his example was affi- 
duoufly followed by all the gentlemen in 
company, which afforded matter of no little 
furprize to me. But I afterwards was in- 
formed, that this cuftom, fo contrary to Eu- 
ropean notions of decency, was an etiquette 
of the court of Bantam^ and was affefted, in 
order to fhew that one’s appetite was good, 
and the victuals tafleful, which was very 
pleafing to the king. 

After this courfe was taken away, three 
large difhes of confedlionary and paftry 
were put upon the table ; and thefe were 
more to my liking than what had pre- 
ceded ; but neither the king, nor his queens, 
feemed to care much about them. 

In the mean time, fbme large china bowls 
with boiled rice, and feme difhes of filh, 
which came from our table, were fet be- 
fore the nobles, who were at the end of 

the 
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the hall, and who Ipeedily emptied them, 
with continual erudations, which echoed 
through the hall ; after which, they again 
fat down as before, upon their heels, each 
according to his rank. On their right hand, 
but leparate from them, lat the fecond fon 
of the king, who feemed to be a youth of 
about feventeen or eighteen years of age, of 
a good countenance, but fquinting a little. 
I was told, that he poffeffed a good judg" 
ment, and more underftanding and abilities 
than the heir apparent. This prince had 
his vidhials brought him, at the fame time 
with the nobles, but feparatcly ; and he 
was attended by a female flave, who fat by 
him. 

About two o’clock, we rofe from table, 
and took our leave of the king, who condudl- 
ed us out, in the fame manner as he had led 
us in, as far as the gate of the fort, followed 
by the prince, his fon, who led the coun- 
feljor Meyer by the handj the whole ac- 
companied by the continued performance 
of mufic, by the gomgom, trumpets, &c. 
Without the gate, the king took his leave, 
and returned to his palace, and we went 
over the efplanade, and the drawbridge, to 

the 



the fame coaches in which we had come, 
and wliich carried ns back to Fort Speel-^ 
wyk. 

Two days afterwards, it was announced 
to us, that the king would ride that day 
in proceffion, drcffed in his pontifical robes, 
from the fort to the great temple, or molque, 
to perform the fervice of their religion. Cu- 
rious to behold this ceremony, we rode, at 
noon, to Fort Diamond^ and took our places, 
fo that we could fee his majefty, ftep into his 
coach. 

About half paft twelve, he came out of the 
palace, drelTed in a white facerdotal robe, 
which was large and wide, and was faftened 
round his waift by a girdle. On his head: 
he wore a large white turban, and on his 
feet large flippers, embroidered with gold. 
His coach was drawn by only two horfes. 
As foon as he entered it, the hereditary 
prince and his brother, who were both 
drefled in a fimilar manner to the king, 
put their fhoulders under the axle tree of 
the- hind wheels, as if they were going to 
lift up the carriage, and remained in that 
pofture, till his majefliy rode on. A horfb 
of ftate, richly caparifoned, was led by the 

^aand 
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hand before the coach. Ciofe behind it, 
followed the heir apparent, on foot, under 
a Jambreel^ or funfhade, of ftate, and behind 
him, were carried three other funihades, un- 
der which MO one went. Next came the 
prince, prime minifl-er, but without a fam- 
ireeli and after hinn, followed the brother of 
the heir apparent, and the other grandees of 
the court, with a numerous retinue of flaves, 
carrying each ibme utenfil of wrought gold, 
for the fervice of the king, as his tobaccobox, 
his betelbox, his fpittingpot, krifles, &c. 
and during the whole time, their ufual mufic 
was not omitted and the drum was beat in- 
ccflantly. 

When the king’s carriage came ypon the 
drawbridge, a gun was fired from the fort, 
to give notice to the people, who were af- 
fembled in great numbers on the Pafcebaan, 
of the king’s approach, who taking a turn 
over that field, rode on to the temple. His 
guards were ftationed in two rows, reaching 
acrofs the plain to the temple, with their 
faces turned from the proceffion. In a little 
lefs than an hour, the king returned in the 
fame order, and with the fame ceremonies, 
only when he came .near to the fort, his 

guards, 
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guards, part of whom were armed with 
firelocks, fired four volleys, which were an- 
fwered bj a gua from the fort. The king 
was received within the fort, by the Com- 
pany’s garrifon, with drums beating, and 
colours flying ; and thus ended the proceflion. 

I omitted before to mention, the reafon 
why the heir apparent was not prefent, 
when we paid our vifit to the king. That 
prince was then gone out upon a party of 
pleafure, to the neighbouring iflands, to take 
the diverfion of fifliing. We faw him en- 
ter the river the next day, with a retinue of 
twenty-eight fmall vcflels, all decorated with 
flags and ftreamers. That wherein his wo- 
men we^e, was covered all round, lb that 
nothing could be feen within it. All thefe 
veffels were crouded with people. The 
prince frequently made firch excurfions, as 
I was informed, but never without obtain- 
ing the previous permiffion of the king, his 
fether. 

In the mean time, the fijpply and fhipment 
of pepper, went on lb rapidly, that on the 
28th of May, my fliip received the laft of 
her cargo on board. This confifted of 3,010 
hharj^ or 1,128,840 pounds of black, and 
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% bhars, or 3,000 pounds of white, pepper. 
Every thing being ready, we weighed an- 
chor on the 30th of May, about four o’clock 
in the morning, and fet fail, fainting Fort 
Speelwyk with thirteen guns, whence the 
fame number was returned, as the enfign 
was again hoifted from our top. The com- 
mandant Reinouts remained on board tiE 
the next morning, when he took leave of the 
company. 

Having wind and tide againft us, we 
anchored at noon under Puk Baby. We 
were joined here, by the Company’s fhips, 
Ouderamjiel, Ganzenhoef, Cornelia Jacoba, 
and Bdtthem j the two firft coming from the 
chamber * Amfterdam, the third from 

Horn, 

» The adminiftration of the Dutch Eaft-India Company, 

Isj in Holiatid, divided between fix boards, or chamBers^ liav- 
ing fefiion at different places, one Amfterdam^ which 
being the moll confiderable, is called the prefidiai chamber ; 
this is compofed of twenty-four diredoi^, of whom eighteen 
arc chofen by the magillrates of A-^jterdam^ four by the cities 
of Bortf Markps, L^den^ and Qouda^ and the two others bj 
the provinces of Gelderlmd md Friefirnd^ befides thefe, there 
tre four of the chief proprietors, who/ in certain cafes, have 
feifion with the diredors; the chamber of Mddkbwrgh is 
the fecond in rank j it has thirteen direftors, twelve chofca 
l^y the cities of Zmlmd^ and '.the tWrteeuth by the province 

of 
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Horn, and the laft from Delft. They had 

left Holland the ad of Oaober, of the pre- 

ceding 

olQeUerlanl, and two of the chief proprietors have feffioa 
with thernf neit, the chamber of has feven diredors, 
S% nominated by the regency of the town, and the feventh 
by the province of O^^r^Tjfel: the ehamber of Rotterdam, 
wbkh is the fourth in rank, 1ms eight diredors, feven eleded 
by that city, and the eighth by ^ort : that of Morn^ is com-*- 
pofed of feven diredors, fix belonging to Horn, and the 
feventh deputed from the city of Alkntaar^ and one of the 
chief proprietors here, has equally a feat in the diredion : the 
chamber of EnkhtaxeUf which is the laft in order, has like- 
wile feven diredors, fix nominated by the regency of the 
city, and tiie feventh by the body of nobility of the pro- 
vince of while alfo one of the chief proprietors, has 

feffion with the diredors. The places where thefe chambers 
afiemble being all feaports, a certain number of Ihips is dif- 
patched from each, the equipment of which, with the nomi- 
nation of the captains and officers, are effeded by thefe local 
Iflemblies, who likewife have the diredion concerning the 
outward cargoes, determine of what they fhail confifi:, and 
provide and fiiip them in courfe. But the fupreme and 
general diredion of all the affairs of the Company, is veiled 
in what is called the Afiembly of Seventeen, which confills 
of feventeen diredors, deputed, eight from the chamber of 
Jfifterdam, four from that of Middkhurgh^ one from each of 
the others, and one alternately by each of thefe four laft. 
This alfembly meets three times a year, and is held for fix 
following years at Amfierdam, and the two enfuing years at 
Mtdikhurgh. In their firft fitting, they deliberate rcfped« 
ing the fale of fpices, and the dividends to be made to the 
proprietors; in the fecond, refpeding the orders to be feht 
•out to India, and the anfwers to be given to the difpatches 

received 
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ceding year. We received their ialate <£ 
thirteen guns, and returned it with eleven. 

We failed again the next day, but made 
very little progrels. 

On the I ft of June, we tacked, and lailed 
again towards the eaft, anchoring in the 
evening, ciofe to Menfcheneeters, or Cmmbd 
Ifland. 

On the ad, we proceeded on our voyage 
in the morning, and caft anchor in theeven- 
ing, by the point of Ontong yava. 

received thence ; and in the third, they fix the antnma falesi 
and determine the number of fhips that fhall be fent out, the 
e?cpedition of which rnnfi: then, be effet^ed by the refpe^tive 
chambers* This afTembly of feventeen, appoints iikewife the 
principal officers, who are at the head of the Company 's affairs 
in India. There is likewife a council often direiflors, Wrhich 
meets from time to time at the Hague i but as it ferves merely 
as a council, and has no hand in the diredion itfelf, otherwife 
than in giving advice, and in being the medium through 
which the Company communicates with the States General, 
it is not necellary td enlarge concernHig it. 

This was the form of adminiffration of the Dutch Eall- 
Indla Conjpany, before the late revolution in Holland | ^hat 
alterations may be made in it, or whether the Company will 
continue in exigence, is, in the prefent unfettled flate of af- 
fairs in that country, impoffible to fay ; we only tnow that 
the Company’s charter expired fome years ago ; but being 
provifionally continued, upon the old footing, by the late go- 
vernment,' the new one came laft year to a refolutioo, that it 
ilould be continued, In the fame way, for one year longer. ST. 

The 
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The 5^^^ we were obliged to remain at an-, 
chor there, both wind and tide being againft 
us. 

On the 4th, we anchored at noon, by the 
ifland Schiedam, where Mr. Van Tets and 
his company left the £hip, and went up to 
Bafavia, in boats which had been fent thence 
to fetch him. We fired a parting falute of 
thirteen guns, and ftruck the enfign from 
the maintop. At five o’clock, p.m. wc came 
to an anchor under the ifland Onruji, where 
the flbip was to be unloaded: the fame evening, 
I went up to Batavia, to inform the governor 
general of my return from Bantam, and 
learnt from his excellency, that my fliip was 
appointed to be lent to Bengal, thence to re- 
turn again to 
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CHAPTER IV. 

jtpf ointment of a new Director in Bengal. — De- 
parture from Batavia for Bengal. — A Comet 
ohferved. — View of Orixa. — Pagodas. — Point 
Pal MIR AS. — Banks before the Entrance of the 
Ganges.- — View of the Ijland Sagor. — ^In- 
ge l l e e . — Fine Trabts of Country. — Village called 
Dover. — 'Phe Old Ganges. — Anchorage before 
Fultah. 

On the 1 8th ot July, Mr. B. V. T- 

was appointed by the council of India, to be 
diredor of the Company’s trade in the king- 
doms of Bengal., Bahar, and Orixa, in the 

room of Mr. G. L. V , who had given 

in his refignation of that office, in order to 
return to Europe ; which, however, he was 
direded to do, by way of Bataroia, that he 
might render account to the council, of his 
adminiftration. There were three other 
fhips going to Bengal, hut IS/ix. F pre- 

ferred to take his paffage, on bpard of the 
Snoek, the one I commanded. Our de- 
parture was fixed for the 12th of Auguft, 
which was full a month and a half earlier 

than 
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than I had expeded ; my firfl deftinadon 
having been, to have taken my 

way, whither the fliips do not fail, till the lat- 
ter end of September. 

In the mean time, the cargo had been 
landed, and the fliip had been repaired, at 
the ifland Onruji, v/h&Qce fhe returned to the 
road of Batavia, in the beginning of Anguft, 
to take in her loading, for the fadlory in 
Bengal. 

On the 1 2th of Augufl, accordingly, Mr. 
F ■ — '■ left the caftle at Batavia, at fix 
o’clock in the morning, accompanied by 
fome of the members of the government 
as far as the waterfide, where, with two 
gentlemen, deputed for thatj>urpofe, by the 
governor general, he embarked in a boat, 
which waited for him, and came on board 
Stbotit feven o’clock ; the yards were manned 
in his honour, but no falute was fired. With 
him came his lady, and their little boy, with 
a number of flaves, both male and female. 
The crew of my fhip confifted in feventy- 
four European failors, and thirty-one Moors 
or lafcars. 

We weighed anchor, about eight o’clock, 
and fet fail, fleering towards the ifland On- 
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ruji. We faluted- the road with thirteea 
guns, which was returned by the admiral 
or flag-fhip with three. At nine o’clock, 
having pafled the fand of Khynlmd^ cotai<- 
monly called the Commandant's "Robey we 
hoifted the flag, at the maintop, which was 
the mark of diftin^lion granted to the direc- 
tor F by the governor general, though 

only by fpecial favour ; for in the quality of 
director, he might only bear a pendant at 
thomafthead. The governor general too, 
had dire«5ted me not to hoifl: the flag, before 
we had reached the above place. 

It falling calm about ten o’clock, we were 
obliged to come to an anchor, and to lie 
ftill, till five p.M. when we again made 
fail, and at eight, anchored by the ifland On- 
ruft. 

The weather continuing unfavourable, we 
remained at anchor the next day, and took 
in fbme leagers of frelh water that had been 
lent after us from Batavia. A thunderftorm 
had done much damage to the powder ma- 
gazine here, three days before •, the roof 
had^ been wholly carried away, and the 
building had been ftruck by the light- 
ning; 
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ning; providentially there was no powder 
in it, at the time. 

On the 14th of Auguft, at funrife, we 
weighed anchor, and fet fail, with an eaft- 
erly wind, direding our courfe between the 
point of Oniony Java f and the ifland 
dleburghy and afterwards between 
JcbeneeterSi or Cannibal Ifland, and the Great 
Combuis, or Furnace^ towards the point of 
Bantam. In the evening, about eight o’clock, 
we anchored abreaft of the bay of Bantam^ 
not daring to proceed farther, in this Ihoaly 
water, during the dark. 

At four in the morning, the next day, we 
again got under fail, and came up to the 
ifland Dwars in den Weg^ or Middle yie, 
about noon, where the guard from the bay 
of Anjer came on board ; of whom we 
bought fbme turtles as a rcfrefhment. The 
wind remaining favourable during the after- 
noon and night, we fleered for the Ifland 
Kraketau, and then between Prince'^ ifland, 
and the Flat point oi Sumatra, out to fea. 

At funrife, the next day, we could juft fee 
Prince'^ Ifland; whence taking our laft ob- 
lervation, we fet our courfe, wis.w. as far 
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as the eighth degree of fouth latitude, and 
thence fteered due weft, making much pro- 
greft, with an uniformly fteady s.e. wind, 
blQwing in frefh gales, till on the 26th of 
Auguft, when our computed longitude was 
102I degrees eaft irom Tenertffe, or full 250 
leagues weft from the ftraits of Sunda, and 
thence we failed n.w. and afterwards north 
as far as the line, which we paffed on the 2d 
of September. 

On the 30th of Auguft, about half paft 
four in the morning, we law, in the eaft- 
ern portion of the heavens, a comet, with a 
tail extended towards the w.s.w. of about 
eight or ten degrees in length, and relem- 
bling a feather in form. The comet ap- 
peared like a ftar of the fecond magnitude, 
but a little hazy. Its lituation was between 
mm &ni taurus. Its diftance, according to 
a rough obfervation of Venus, was 50® 39% 
and full 95® from the fun ; its exadl alti- 
tude above the horizon, was at that time 
69*, and its longitude 62“ 2I^ We were, 
by the ftiip’s reckoning, in 3® 52' fouth lati- 
tude, and about 100° eaft longitude. 

On the 14th of September, at four o’clock 
in the morning, I found that fince the 30th 

of. 
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of Auguft, and thus in the fpace of fifteen 
days, the comet had approached the fun 
about 54°, making full 3! degrees per day. 
After that time, 1 did not fee it again in 
the morning; for the Iky was remarkably 
hazy, and befet with clouds at the time of 
its rife ; and when afterwards the Iky be- 
came clear, it was loft in the rays of the 
morning. In the beginning of November, 
we faw it again in the weft, but much 
paler than before ; the tail too did not ex- 
tend fo far to the eaft, as it had done to the 
weft, and ftiortly afterwards it difappeared 
entirely. 

It was oa the fame 30th of Auguft, that 
the eaft wind failed us, and blew in a weft- 
erly diredlion, between w.N.w. and w.s.w. 
with heavy fqualls, at intervals, and thunder 
and lightning, till we had got two or three 
degrees to the north of the line, where we 
experienced more fteady weather. 

We met with many ripplings of currents 
hereabouts, and faw many of the birds, 
called cutwaters and likewife pintados. 

In ii° north latitude, we obferved, at fun- 

* Rf^chf/a/ia, 

rife, 
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rife, a great change in the colour of the 
water, and immediately founded, but found 
no ground with a line of a hundred fathoms. 
In the evening, the fea relumed its natural 
colour. 

The 5th of September, we were in the la- 
titude of the ifland of Ceylon, which we left 
juft out of fight, to the weftward. At fun- 
fet, we even thought that we caught a 
glimpfe of the land, but we were not at all 
certain about it. 

On the 1 2th, we again obferved the fea 
to be difcoloured, but ftill found no ground at 
a hundred and feventy-five fathoms. Many 
birds now flew near the fhip, among which 
were fome pylftaaris, or tropic- birds *, with 
black wings, and a few land- birds ; and in. 
the night we heard a great noile of birds. 
Bemelipatnam, on the coaft of Coromandel, 
was then, according to our eftimation, n.n .w. 
from us, at the diftance of twenty- five 
leagues. 

The next day, we fteered due north, in 
order to fall in with the land, but met with 
nothing, except fea and rock weed, floating 
upon the water. 

•* Phaeton ethenus^ 


On 
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On the 14th, we fteered for the land 
N.w. under a prefs of fail, and about feven 
o’clock, p.M< we difcovered the coaft of 
Orixa, being the land of Pondy, It appears 
at firft with three hummocks, feparated from 
each other. We had then no bottom, with 
a line of a hundred fathoms, and found no 
change of colour in the water ; but in the 
afternoon, we founded in feventy fathoms, 
bluilh clay. In the evening, we were abreaft 
of the hill of Carepare^ four or five leagnes 
from the land, and found that fince our 
laft oblervation, at Prmc^’s Ifland, we had 
deviated, one and twenty leagues more to 
the eaft, than we computed by the Ihip’s 
reckoning. The Ihore is not high, but has 
landhills at intervals, between which the 
land appears covered with trees. In paffing 
along the coaft, two Izitgc pagodas^ or heathen 
temples, make their appearance. One of 
theft is call the pagoda of Jagernate, and 
equals any temple of the Gentoos in all In- 
doftan. 

Theft pagodas are. faid to contain im- 
menfe riches, from the innumerable con- 
fluence of penitents and pilgrims, who repair 
thither from all parts, and depofit rich pre- 

fents 
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fents in them, each according to his abili- 
ties, in order to obtain remiflion of their fins. 
It is further related, that the pageda of ya~ 
gemate, was built by a certain corfair of 
that name, who, having amaffed immenfe 
riches by his piratical excurfions, ere^ed 
this laniStuary, as a qompenfation to heaven 
for his mifdeeds. The period, however, 
when this happened, feems to be now en- 
tirely forgotten. This temple appears from 
the fea lihe a lofty, but obtufe, fteeple, while 
the other, has fome refemblance to a two- 
maft veffel under fail. 

We did not get much farther the next 
day, on account of its falling calm ; and at 
fiinfet, we found ourfelves before the mouth 
of the fiver of Mirzapour, about two leagues 
from the Ihore, which had a very pleafont 
appearance, being every where covered with 
trees. Our latitude at noon had been 19^ 
48^ north. 

The following day, in the afternoon, 
finding that the currents, letting to the 
fouthward, drove us greatly back, we were 
obliged to come to an anchor, in feventeen 
fathoms, full two leagues off lliore. In the 
night, we hailed an Englilh fiiow, who told 

u§, 
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US, they came from Calcutta^ and were bound 
to the COZ&. o( Coromandel. 

We were obliged to remain here at an- 
chor, till the i 8 th of that month, when the 
force of the current was much abated, and 
vee again fet fail, but found ourfelves under 
the neceffity of working farther down, the 
wefterly winds having changed, and begin- 
ning to blow from the eaft- We, however, 
were able to get to windward of Point 
Palmiras, in the night between the 1 9 th 
and 30th, and at daybreak, coming in fight 
of the Dutch pilotboats, that were cruizing 
here to meet the fliips that were expedled, 
we took a pilot on board. In the afternoon, 
we faw the high land of Balla/ore, and an- 
chored at funfet, before the ou term oft bank 
of the Ganges. Here we could not fee the 
land on any fide. 

There are two banks, or lands, which lie 
to the weft ward of the weftern mouth of the 
Ganges^ or Hougly River, and which extend 
from the land, about eight or ten leagues 
out to fea. What is called the head, or the 
fouthernmoft of them, commences with the 
depth of ten fathoms, but Ihoals fuddenly to 
four, and three and a half. 


Ships 
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Ships failing into the river, are obliged to 
run ftraight acrofs thefe banks, the found- 
ings upon and between which, ferve for 
marks to the pilots, to find the buoys which 
lie in the channel, leading to the entrance 
of the river, by Ingelke. If in failing over 
a fhip runs aground, Ihe is in the greateft 
danger of being entirely loft. The ground 
is a hard fand, that ads with a ftrong fiidion. 
Thefo banks are, in confequence, never paff- 
ed but at the very time of high water, and, 
for greater fecurity, a pilotboat always foils 
about half, or three quarters of a league 
ahead, founding, and making fignals of the 
depth; while, when the pilots are of opi- 
nion that the water will not rife high enough, 
they rather keep the fhips at anchor before 
the banks, till they can carry them over in 
perfed fafety. 

On the 21 ft of September, at half paft 
eight, p.M. the pilotboat having made the 
fignal that there was a fufficient depth of 
water upon the bank, we weighed anchor, 
and got under fail. Our fhip drew twenty 
feet, and we paffed the firft bank in the 
depth of twenty-eight, and the fecond in. 

twenty- 
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twenty-four feet water, At noon, being 
between the two banks, we were in north 
latitude 21® 19', and at four o’clock p.m. we 
came to an anchor in the channel, by the 
hioy of Boero Bafy. 

The next morning, about Icvcn o’clock, 
we again made fail, fleering n.n.e. At ten, 
we faw the ifland Sagor^ which we left up- 
on our right. This ifland is long and low, 
and is efteemed facred by the inhabitants of 
Bengal^ who hold it in great veneration. A 
little after noon, we pafled the road of i«- 
gellee, and we here began to fee land on both 
iides of the river, having hitherto, from the 
ifland Sagor^ oiily had it on the right hand. 
The land is here, at the mouth of the river, 
very low, and on coming from fea, it is not 
vifible farther off than three leagues. At 
three o’clock we paffed the yennegat, which 
is the mofl: dangerous part of the naviga- 
tion ; for if a fhip have the misfortune to 
ftrxke upon one of the flioals, that nnake the 
channel here fo narrow, it muft be loft ; as 
was the cafe two or three years ago, with 
the Company’s fhip, the Jjady Betronelhy eff 
which only a part of the cargo was laved, 

and 
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and the hull of the Ihip was in a fhort time 
entirely fwaUowed up, by the flidlion of the 
quick-fand. 

At funfet, we came to an anchor before the 
channel of Cajoree, where a fmall veflel came 
alongfide of us, by which I fent up the Com- 
pany’s papers to Hougly. 

The following day, being the 23d of Sep- 
tenaber, we weighed anchor about nine 
o’clock p.M. and failed with the flood higher 
up the river, in fix, five, and four fathom 
water. The water was very thick and 
muddy, occafioned by the rapid courfe of 
the river, the afflux of which was now at 
the higheft. In the channel, the bottom 
was a foft mud, but the flioals, which were 
numerous, were a hard land. At noon, we 
pafled the Haze, or Hare Channel, which 
has both fiifficient depth and breadth to be 
navigable by fealhips^ In 1768, the direc- 
tor V fent fome pilots, and other pro- 

per perfons, to fiirvey this paffage, that, in 
cafe of need, the Company’s fliips might be 
carried to lea, through the fame, inftcad of 
through the Jennegaty and pafl: Ingellee ; but 
coming to the end of the channel, that 
entered the arm of the GangeSf which runs 

by 
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hy they conceived that the farther 

progrefs to fea was not advifable to be at- 
tempted by the Company’s fhips, by reafon 
of the many fandbanks, of which they had 
no certain knowledge ; and the examination 
ended here. The greateft part of the goods 
which are conveyed from the laftmentioned 
city to Hougly, pals through this channel*. 

Having proceeded thus far, the water 
deepened to ten and eleven fathoms, but the 
bottom was nothing but mud. 

Hitherto, the land which we had failed by, 
was an uninhabited wildernefs, abounding in 
tigers, and other wild beafts. The banks of 
the river were moftly covered with under- 
wood; but beyond the Channel, we 

began to fee a fewhoufes and hamlets of the 
Bengalcfe inhabitants, fcattered along them. 
Inland, we beheld large level fields, fome 
parts of which were cultivated ; and between 
them were green paftures, which afforded a 

^ From its fixation In the map which accompanies this 
relation, the channel here mentioned would feem to be that, 
which, in the Englilh maps, is called the BaratuUa^ or Charnel 
Creeks though the circumftance of its entering the river which 
runs by Dacca^ indicates that it mu Cl either be, or have a com- 
niiinication with, what we call the Baliagoi ?affage through the 
Wmds* T. 

moft 
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moft agreeable profpeft as we failed by. The 
higher up the river we advanced, the finer 
the country became : at times, we faw herds 
of a hundred head Of cattle grazing in the 
paftures. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon, we 
paffed a village called Dover, where the 
Englilh. have built Ibme warehoufes, and a 
fadlory. There is a good and fafe anchorage 
before it, which is much frequented by their 
fhips, feverai of which we found lying here : 
clofe to it, a channel, called the Shrimp Chan- 
nel, which runs far round into the country, 
falls into the river. At funfet we were 
obliged, by the contrary wind and tide, to 
come to an anchor at Buffalo Point, juft 
below a place which the inhabitants call 
Adanis-tomb, and which is diftinguifhable 
by a delightful grove of fine trees. 

The wind and tide prevented us from 
leaving this place, till the next day, about 
three o’clock in the afternoon, when we 
fet our fails, but did not keep them long 
bent, on account of a rifing thunderftorm, 
which was accompanied by a violent fquall, 
and which forced us to come to an anchor, 
two hours afterwards, a little below the Old 

Ganges, 


[ loS ] 

Ganges, having, the whole of the night, much 
thunder and lightning. 

The following day, at daybreak, wc 
heax^ed the anchor, but could only loofen it, 
without bringing it home to the {hip ; and» 
by the narrownefs of the channel, occafioned 
by the numerous fandbanks, as well as by the 
rapidity of the ftream, we were obliged to 
drive up with the flood, ftern foremoft, 
dragging our anchor along the bottom, and 
at {even o’clock we palTed the Old Ganges,^ 
as it is called by the pilots. 

This river takes its rife fo fer inland, that 
no one has, as yet, been up it, as far as its 
iburce, as the pilots and other intelligent 
people informed me *. The place where it 
unites with the true Ganges, is very unfafe 
for veflels going up or down the river, for 
there are dangerous {andbanks before it, and 
the tide runs, at floodtime, with a ftrong 
current into it, and ebbs equally violently 

* The whole courfe of the river Roepnarain^ which is 
falfcly called the OU Ganges^ is accurately laid down m 
MajiM' Maj^ of Bengal; by the confultation 

of which, the paucity of geographical information, 
refpf (Sting that country, in this work, may be amply 
fuppli^, 


out 
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otit. Juft before I left Bengal^ the Englifli 
were intendiag to ereft a battery of heavy 
eannon, on the point made by the confluence 
of thefc rivers, in order to command the 
Ganges, and to be able to prevent any veffels 
from coming up it. It is certain, that along 
tlie whole courfe of the river, a more ftiitable 
Ipot for this purpofe, could not be hit upon, 
for fliips paffing it, have enough to do to 
work their lails, to avoid ftriking upon the 
fands, or being drawn into the Old Ganges, 
and are thus wholly unable to defend them- 
felves from any attack. 

When we had palled this place, we came 
in fight of our Company’s Ihips lying at an- 
chor before Fultab, who, as loon as they law 
the enfign flying from our top, laluted us with 
feventeen guns, which we returned with 
fifteen. About half paft eight o’clock, 
when the flood was Ipent, we came to an 
anchor by the Lime Channel. Shortly after- 
wards, the equipagie meejier (comptroller 
of equipment) of Hougly, came on board, to 
welcome the direftor F— — i this gentle- 
man informed us, that an Englilh Eaft-India 
Company’s Ihip had, eight days ago, been 
wrecked upon the ieabanks, at the mouth of 

the 
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the river j her cargo, to the value of thirteen 
tons of gold % was entirely loft, and only 
forty of the crew faved. 

The enfuing day, being the 26th of Sep- 
tenaber, we again got under fail, at funrife, 
and anchored at nine o’clock, before Fultab^ 
m fix fathoms water ; we found lying here, 
the Company’s ftiips, the Cornelia Hillegonda, 
Captain I. S. Hoeve; the Land’ s-welf are. 
Captain S. Both ; and the 'Rittbem, Captain 
,A. Van ber Weyde; the firft from 
Europe, and the two laft from Batavia. 
The two firft faluted us with nineteen, and 
the laft with fifteen guns, and we returned a 
falute of nineteen. At eleven o’clock, a 
deputation from the Council of Hougly 
came on board, to congratulate the diredlor 
F— — on his arrival, and to condudl him to 
Hougly, bringing with them the Company’s 
great budgerow, or yacht, in which the 
direfl:or was to proceed up the river.- — I fhall 
be more explicit, reipedling thele velTels, in 
my obfervations on Bengal. 

This deputation confifted of three of the 
members of the council, two of whom were 

^ A ton of gold is loo^ooo gilders; thus, at /•u , — per 
pound flerEng, thirteen tons of gold are nearly i2o,ooaK 

accompanied 
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accompanied by their ladies. They dined on 
board, and flayed till four o’clock in the 
afternoon, when they embarked with Mr. 

F- , his lady, and child, in the great 

budgeroWt and departed with the flood up to 
Hougly. At the fame time, a felute of one- 
and-twenty guns was fired from my fhip, 
and the flag was flruck from the maintop, 
followed by nineteen, feventeen, and fifteen 
guns from the other fhips, which concluded 
the ceremony. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 

Tt^age up to Chiksurah . — Siege of that Place Jy 
the Nabob. — Caufes of this MiJunderftauding.->- 
Sf^ Siege raifed. — Fine ProfpeSls along the 
GAWts.-^Bengal Conjurers and Balancers , — 
Fdltah . — Excurfion up the River. — Manner ^ 
maUng Sugar.— Meeting with a Faquir y or Saint, 
—Burning of three Bodies of Bengaleje. — Account 
of fame ancient Buildings. — National Vijit to the 
French.: — To the Engli/h.—InJialment of Mr, 
F— in the BireStorjhip.— Great Famine at 
PAtn A.— Departure from Chinsurah . — From 
Ingellee . — View of the IJland Sumatra.— 
Currents.— Violent Squalls. — Calms. — Anchorage 
Batavia. 

fTPI 

JL HE foHowing day, in the forenoon, when 

]VIr. F approached the Englilh fettle- 

ment of Calcutta^ he was fainted by nineteen 
guns from Fort William.^ and received the 
compliments of two gentlemen of the coun- 
cil of (Calcutta^ who were deputed from the 
Englifh governor Fereljl., in whofe name, 
likewife, he was invited to dine at the fet- 

tlement: Mr. F , however, excufed 

himielf, on account of the indi%ofition of 

his 
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his lady. Mr. Verelst had gone on purpofe to 
his country feat, about two hour’s walk from 

Calcutta, in order to receive Mr. F on his 

arrival, as foou as he underftood that his 
iudgerow, was coming up the river. When 

he had paifed Calcutta, Mr. F was again 

faluted from Fort William, with nineteen 
guns. 

On the next day, on paffing the French 

fadlory at Ch'andernagore, Mr. F was 

like wife faluted with nineteen guns ; but, 
inftead of deputing two members of the 
council to wait upon him, as the Englifli 
had done, the French governor only fent a 
ebubdar, or filver ftafF-bearer, to welcome 
him on his behalf. 

Halfway between Cbandernagore and 

Hougly, or Chinfurab, Mr. F was met 

by the diredtor in oflSce, who came to con- 
gratulate him on his arrival, with feveral 
budgerowsi and they went up to Chinfurab 
together. Landing at Fort Gujlavus, he 
was laluted with twenty-one guns, from the 
battery at the waterfide, and received by the 
other members of the council of Hougly 
at the ftairs, being then carried in ftate, in 
palankeens, through th^ great gate of the 
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fort, commonly called Lodge ^ to before 

the direftor’s houle, while the garrifon was 
drawn up in two ranks, with drums beating 
and colours flying; and the ceremony was 
concluded in the evening, with an elegant 
fupper and ball. 

There being an order of the Hougly 
council, that all captains fliould remain on 
board their Ihips, as long as the fpringtides 
continued, which commenced at the time of 
my arrival at Fultah, I could not accompany 

Mr. F- on his journey up the river ; the 

above particulars are, therefore, fuch as I had 
occafion to learn from others. This order to 
the commanders of fhips, has its relation only 
to thofe fpringtides, which take place from 
the latter end of September to the beginning 
of November, becaule it is during that period 
that the monfoon generally breaks up; and 
there is great danger at that time, efpecially 
with fpringtides, as the flream then runs with 
the utmoft rapidity, and the thunderftorms 
rage with the greateft violence. 

On the 3d of OSober, the Company’s ihip, 
the Valiant t Captain Wage ndonk, arrived 
•atFultah, which fhip left ten days 

before mine. 


That 
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That <3ay, being the laft of the fpringtide, 
1 embarked at night, on board a huJgeroWt 
for Chmfurah, and arrived the next morning 
at the village of Bernagore ; this is a place 
belonging to the Dutch Eaft-India Company, 
which is fituated halfway between Chinfurab 
and Fultab. In the evening I left Bernagore, 
and arrived about nine o’clock in the morn- 
ing at Chinfurab. Of thefe places I fliall 
Ipeak more at large in my obfervations. 

The fame morning, the nabob of CaJJtm- 
bazar, or viceroy of Bengal, had invefted 
the place, on the landfide, with a force of 
ten or twelve thouland Moors, and all the 
approaches and barriers were fo clofely 
guarded, that no one could go in or out. 

This occafioned, in the enfuing days, fuch 
a fcarcity of provihons, among the inhabi- 
tants of the village, that many of them pe- 
rifhed for want. Mothers, dri\'ea by hun- 
ger, and 

— compel led ' , 

By flrong necelSty’s fupreme command, 

brought their children to the dwellings of 
the Europeans, and entreated leave to fell 
thefe innocents to flavery, for a fmall por- 
tion of rice, in order to prolong their own 

wretched 
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wretched life a little longer. To encreafe 
the mifery, the flock of provifions in the 
place, was found to be little or none. Be- 
fides this blockade on the landlide, the 
Moors had alfb befet the river, above the 
village, lb that nothing could be brought 
down by water ; and from below, there was 
little to be obtained. While there was any 
rice, feven pounds weight were Ibid for a 
rupee, but it was Ibon confumed. A perfon 
who, from the outfide, had contrived to 
throw fome poultry over the barriers, in the 
hopes of gain, being caught by the Moors, 
had his nofe and ears inftaiitly cut off. 

The caufe of this unhappy affair was as 
follows ; — The Company were bound to pay 
certain duties to the nabob, for the goods 
which were conveyed up and dowui the 
Ganges ; but the money had not been paid 

by the direftor V for a confiderable 

time. The nabob, who infifled upon hav- 
ing them difeharged, as they were in fail, 
his lawful due, iflued orders to the f^tifdar 
of Hougly, of whom we lhall take further 
notice hereafter, to claim the payment in 
the moft forcible manner. This officer ac- 
cordingly difpatchcd a chubdar to the di- 

redlor 
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re(9:or V , to require the money of him, 

threatening withal, that in cafe it were not 
paid, he would not fufFer any' more goods 
belonging to the Dutch to pafs. The di- 
reCior took umbrage at this peremptory 
meliage, and after having violently abufed 
the poor cbubdar^ fent him to the fifcal 
DE Saumaise, and had him bound to the 
whippingpoft, and unmercifully flogged. 

In confequence of this, the faujdar caufed 
all the goods belonging to the Dutch fadory, 
which came down the Ganges^ to be de- 
tained, and Chinfurab to be invefted. 

The goods thus feized by the Moors, 
confifted in callicoes and other piece-goods, 
intended for the cargoes of the Ihips which 
were to fail for Europe in the beginning of 
November. Thefe veffels were detained 
by this occurrence, and could not now be 
ready in time. They were obliged to flay 
in the Ganges till the latter end of January, 
and were at laft forced to put to fea in an 
unfavourable fealbn.- Ought not the mif. 
fortuned which thefe fhips (two of which, 
the Enkbuizen and the Valiant, were loft 
with all their crews; and the third, the 
Land' s->‘welf are, was favcd with difficulty) 

met 
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met with, from the bad weather they had 
to encounter in the fbuthern latitudes, to be 
attributed to thefe circumftances, and to the 
bad management of Mr. V-—— ? But to 
return to the liege of Chinfurah. 

As foon as intelligence was received of 
the detention of thefe goods, the director 
V- — - thought fit to order a detachment 
of thirty men, under the command of 
an officer, to go up the river in boats j to 
where the goods were lying, in order to ef- 
fe 61 their releafe by force ; but upon learn- 
ing that a body of four hundred Jipahis (fea- 
poys), or Moorilh foldiers, were polled to 
defend them againll our attack, the expedi- 
tion was laid afide. Hereupon the diredlor 

V alTembled the council, and informed 

the members of what he had lately done ; 
laying at the fame time, that matters being 
now brought to this point, he neither dared 
nor could proceed farther, without the ap- 
probation of the council. Some of the 
members replied, that fince he had pro- 
ceeded fo far, without their knowledge or 
approbation, he might go on as he had be- 
gun, without their affillance ; but the ma- 
jority were of opinion, that the matter ought 

to 
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to be eH<ieavoured to be compromifed, through 
the mediation of the Englifli. A deputation 
was appointed for this purpoie, confifting 
of the head adminiftrator, Ross, and the 
comptroller of equipment. Van Bra am, 
both members of the council ■; who fo far 
arranged matters at Calcutta, with the Eng- 
lifli council, and the little nabob, or mi- 
nifter, Mahomed Reza Chan, who go- 
verned as guardian of the great nabob, who 
was a minor,*, that, upon a promife that 
the duties which remained unpaid, fliould be 
immediately difcharged, the goods were re- 
leafed, and the blockade of Chinfurab was 
raifed. 

But inftead of this promife being fulfilled 

by the diredlor V , thefe arrears were 

ftiil due, when, in the month of March the 
next year, he took his departure from Ben- 
gal’, and the cargo of opium and other 
goods, intended for my fhip, would equally 

have been fei2ied, had not the ditedlor F 

taken upon hipafelf to be perfonally refpon- 
fible for this debt. 

^ Meek. Kakeyah, otherwife Seyf ai DowaAH, fecond 
fon of the well-known Meer JAFFIB^fl Ally Chan, a youth 
of fifteen years of age. . 


This 
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This laftmentioned gentleman was fb 
much blinded by the firfl, and was fo eafily 
impreffed with whatever ideas the other 
thought proper to inftil into him, that, 
however much he was warned by confi- 
dential and intelligent people of the evil 
cfFedls which would reliilt from his com- 
pliant partiality, he continued to follow the 
inclinations of the diredtor in every thing. 
He was even guilty of the additional im- 
prudence, of confiding to him whatever had 
heen faid to him on the fubjedl ; and he did 
not perceive the bad confequences of all 
this, till it was too late, and after the diredtor 
V-—— had taken his leave of the Ganges. 

On the 1 5th of Odlober, the Moors de- 
parted from Chtnfurab^ and the navigation 
of the river upwards, was again opened. 

On the loth, the fefiival of the Ganges 
had been held all along its banks, by the 
Bengalefe, or Gentoos, after fome prelimi- 
nary Iblemnities of three days; on which 
Dccafion, an incredible number of people 
came from the inland parts, to be prefent 
at the feftival. 1 fliall likewife notice it in 
my obfervations on Bengal, already referred 
to. 


On 
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On the 1 2th of Gdober, I went from 
Chinfurab down to my Ihip, lying at Fuitab. 
Going down, I landed at Serampore, where 
the Danes have a fadlory ; this is the moft 
inconfiderable European eftablifliment on the 
Ganges f confifting only, befides the village 
occupied by the natives, in a few houles in- 
habited by Europeans. Their trade is of 
very little importance. 

The profpe 6 ts of the country, along the 
banks, and on both fides of the Ganges^ in 
going up or down the river to Fu/taby are 
delightful ; but they are all lurpafled by that 
which offers upon paffing along the French 
fettlement at Cbandernagore, upwards to- 
wards Chinfurab, Hougiy, and Bandel ; which 
laftmentiohed place is juft feen in the back- 
ground : then the eye glances upon the 
buildings of Chinfurab , the church, the 
garden called (well-iituated), with 
three ftone terraces, railed one above the 
other, and where every thing that is of ftone 
is whitened. Groves of ever- verdant trees 
appear behind, and, between thefe, buildings. 
In their front, the river, covered with ftnaU 
veffels and boats. A little lower, on the 
right hand, Cbandemagore, which is built 

all 
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all along the river, and is embeiiifhed with 
many handfbme houfes. Before it,- the ihips 
at anchor, and moored with cables to the 
fhore. On the left hand, fertile fields, and 
extenfive meadows, affording pafture to 
numerous herds of cattle, and interfperfed 
with pleafant groves and coppices. The 
whole forming a moft interefting landfcape. 

Farther down, about halfway between 
Chandernagore and Serampore, is a place called 
Garetti. Here, on the fame fide with Chan^ 
dernagore, the French governor has built a 
noble houfe, or rather a palace, and has laid 
out an extenfive and pleafant garden. And in 
this neighbourhood, the Englifh have a mi- 
litary poft, where often one thoufand men, 
and fometimcs more, are encamped. 

The whole of this country is fiat, juft as 
in our provinces. It is interfedted and fer- 
tilized by numerous channels, creeks, and 
rivulets . Bengal is j uftly efteemed the moft 
fruitful part of Afia. 

Approaching Calcutta^ many gardens, 
newly laid out by the Englifh, make their 
appearance, w'hich have handfome dwelling-- 
houfes, with an agreeable profpeft towards 

''"the- 
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the river. Cakuitay which is built on the 
left fide in going down, about three quar- 
ters of an hour’s walk along the banks of 
the river, makes likewife a very pleafing 
appearance. Before it, the Ihips lie at an- 
chor, juft as before Chandernagore, in great 
numbers. There are almoft every day vef- 
£bls which go to, and come from, every part 
of India, in motion here j which greatly en- 
livens the fcene. 

A little below Calcuftay ftands a ftrong 
fortrels, called Fort William^ which, built 
upon the banks of the river, commands it 
entirely. From this place to Fultah there 
are many Bengal villages interfperfed, fame 
of which are very large. 

On the 13th of Odlober, I reached my 
jfhip, lying m Fultah road, and ftayed ibme 
time on board. I occafionally went on 
fhore in the evening, w'hen the heat of the 
day was over, to take a walk; and often 
amufed mylelf with feeing the tricks of the 
conjurers, and ferpent-charmers. The former 
far furpaft, in my opinion, thofe of Europe. 
There were likewife balancers, who had a 
bamboo pole of twenty or tw'enty-five feet 
in length, perpendiculady refting on their 

girdle. 



[ 124 ] 

o-irdle, without touching it with their hands. 
A young girl of feven or eight years old, 
laying hold of it, clambered up to the top, 
where ftie laid herfelf on her belly, and 
throwing her arms and legs loofe, feeraed 
to fwim in the air j while the man kept 
running backwards and forwards, with the 
pole, always without touching it with bis 
hands. In about feven minutes, the girl 
clambered down again, and performed a 
number of other tricks. But on this fubjedl 
more hereafter. 

FuUab is a pretty large village, fituated 
on the left bank of the Ganges^ going down 
the river. The fifcal of Chinfurab keeps 
one of his officers here, to have an eye upon 
the illicit or fmuggliug trade, that is, in 
fuch cafes, when matters have not been 
fettled betimes with the fifcal, and a proper 
confideratiou made for his connivance. 

The anchorage here is fafe enough,, when 
the breaking-up of the monfoons is not ac- 
companied with violent hurricanes, for then 
it is very dangerous ; which is, indeed, the 
cafe all up the Ganges. Ships lie here like- 
wife protected from the fwell of the fca, 
which fametimes, when the tide rifts, is 

elevated 
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elevated to fix and more feet in height, and 
rolls in with great violence, tearing the 
fhips which it overtakes, from their anchor- 
age, or breaking their cables, and dafhing 
them againfi: the ftiore, or the iandbanks. 
This fwell never runs along the Fultah fide, 
but only along the oppofite fhore. The bot- 
tom is a tough clay, in which the anchors 
often hold fo faft, that they cannot fome- 
times be weighed, and the cables break in 
the attempt. When it happens, however, 
that the Company’s (hips lie a whole year 
in the river, they are then carried up to 
Chinfurah for Ibme months, as was done in 
the year i 768, with relpedl: to the Valiant. 

On the i/th, the Company’s ihip E«^- 
huizen, arrived in Fultah road. She had 
left Batavia before me, but had touched at 
the Coafi: of Coromandel. Her Captain 1 . 
F. Stout, had died on the pafTage. This 
fliip was intended to be diipatched to Eu- 
rope. 

On the 18th, I received a letter from the 

direftor F , informing me, that my fliip 

was appointed to {ail to Batavia, by way of 
Coromandel, and that I Was to fail in the lat- 
ter end of Deceml^er. 

The 
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The next day I again left the fhip fof 
Chinfurab, which I reached the lame even- 
ing. 

On the 20th of Odlober, a Bengalefe wo- 
man was buried, with her deceafed hulband, 
alive, and on the 25th of November, an- 
other was burnt with the body of her huf* 
band ; but of both thefe barbarous rites, I 
Ihall give the details in my beforementioned 
obfervations. 

The fhip, the Snoekf which I had hitherto 
commanded, being now judged too old, to 
attempt the paliage to Europe, I exchanged, 
with the confent of the diredor and council, 
for that of Captain Hoeve, the Cornelia 
Hilkgonda. This gentleman took the com- 
mand of the Enkbuizen, by which I had at 
firft intended to have gone, but being ad- 
vifed to the contrary, in order that I 
might take another trip to Batavia, whither 
the Cornelia Hillegonda was bound, I chole 
this laft. My fird lieutenant A. Van Es, 
was promoted to the command of the Snoeki 
and the feveral changes took place on the 
17th of November. 

On the 3d of December, we dropped 
down from Fultabf to Ingellee, at the mouth 
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of the river, together with the Enkbuizefif 
the Valiant^ the Land' s-welf are ^ and the 
Snoek^ which laft failed on the 29th of De- 
cember, for the coaft of Coromandel. 

There being very little of importance for 
me to do at prefent, in the Company’s ler- 
vice, I employed my leifure-time, in making 
fome little excurfions inland, or to the Eng- 
lifh and French factories. I likewife went 
a-hunting of foxes, jackals, and other wild 
animals, plenty of which are to be met with 
a little way inland ; but the Bengalefe do 
not like to fee this,’ for it is contrary ■ to the 
precepts of their religion to kill any thing 
which has life. Their objedtions, however, 
have no weight, as they never can mufier 
fufficient courage to oppofe an European. 

On the 5th of January, 1770, the Englhh 
governor Verelst, leaving the prefidency, 
palTed FuUah, where two of our Ihips were 
lying at anchor, without receiving any falute 
from either of them, which -was always cuf- 
tomary. This aftorded matter of great fur- 
prize to Mr. Verelst, as he had done all 

honour to Mr. F , when this laft pafled 

Calcutta y as we have before feea. He fen t 
one of his fervants on board of the Ihips, to 

inquire 
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inquire of the commaading officers, whether 
they had not received diredlions from the 

direfior V , or the council of Hougly to 

fire the accuftomed falute ? which they an- 
fwered in the negative. The Englilh go- 
vernment, complained in ftrong expreffions 
of this behaviour j but were anfwered on 

the part of the diredor V » that this was 

in retaliation of a fimilar affront, which he 
had received from Mr. Verei-st on a na- 
tional vifit to Calcutta. 

On the 14th of January, my mooring 
cable broke loofe, but by the vigilance of 
my firft lieutenant, we met with no damage. 
In the following night, however, the fhip 
Ritthem met with the fame accident, and 
ran aground on a fandbank. Being fully 
loaden, the cargo was obliged to be un- 
fhipped, and fhe was not got afloat again in 
a fortnight; yet fhe did not fuffer confidera- 
ble damage. 

On the 29th and 30th, the Enkhuizen, the 
Valiant, and the EanS s-'welfare, failed from 
the road of Ingellee, for Europe. 

On the 31 ft, my fhip, and the Ritthem, 
left Fultah, and proceeded to Ingellee, there 
to remain till the time of failing. The ftea- 

fbn 
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fon why fhips do not tarry at Fultah fo long, 
is only becaufe the water of the Ganges 'ht- 
comes too ihallow in this feafon, fo that .the 
Jenegat IS dangerous to be paffed. Thefb 
veffels came to an anchor in Ingellee tozA, on. 
the yth of February, under command of the 
two firft lieutenants. 

In the mean time, I took another journey 
tip the Ganges, a.nd inland, in company with 
two of my friends, to view the country, and 
purfue the diverfion of hunting. 

On the 27th of January, vve left ChtJifu^ 
rah, in a budgerow, at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, going up the river with the tide, and 
before the wind; and about half paft; four we 
came to the Channel of Niqferai, where w'c 
went on ihore, and up the country. Here 
we met with pleaiant plains of arable and 
pafture land, intermixed with groves of co- 
coanut, furi, mango, and other trees. The 
fugarcane was likewife cultivated in many 
places, and flourifhed luxuriantly. 

We likewife obferved, the manner in 
which the inhabitants make their lugar, 
which is very fimple, the whole procels 
going on in the open air, without much 
trouble. 


They 
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They bruife the cane, between two cham-' 
fered rollers of hard wood, two and a half 
feet long, and of about fix inches in diameter. 
Thefe lie horizontally, one above the other, 
in two refts, fo fixed, that the rollers cannot 
be moved, out of their relative pofition to 
each other, and leaving a fpace of a quarter 
of an inch between them. Each roller has 
four fpokes, or handles, at the end, by which 
they are turned in oppofite diredlions, by two 
men. The fugarcane being put between 
the rollers, is thus bruifed, or flattened, to 
the thicknefs of a quarter of an inch, asd 
its fap is prelTed out, and received in a large 
earthen pot, placed for that purpofe, under 
this fimplc machinery. About eight or ten 
feet off, are eight other pots, fixed in holes, 
into which they fit exadlly, and which are 
made in the earth in a longitudinal direflion. 
The dried canes, from which the fap has 
been expreffed, are ufed as fuel under thele 
pots, into which the fap is put, and boiled 
into fiigar. 

The country hereabouts,abounds in jackalS' 
and wild dogs, feme of which we £hot. 

At night we went up higher, with the 
tide, and came at five o’clock in the morn- 
ing 
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ing, to the channel of Chogdah, which lies 
on the right fide of the river in going up 
(that of dTiaJferai is on the left), about eight 
or ten Dutch miles above Chinfurah. The 
village, which gives its name to the chan- 
nel, ftands a little inland. There is a great 
weekly market, or bazar^ as it is called by 
the Bengalefe, held here, where ail kinds of 
provifions, and other goods, the produce of 
the country, are expofed to fale. The chan- 
nel terminates about three Dutch miles in- 
land. 

On its left fide, and upwards, the whole 
is flat landj without any trees ; but on the 
right hand downwards, are many woods, in 
which there are tigers and other wild beafts. 

We crofled a number of fields, without 
feeing any thing like a tiger; but on en- 
tering the woods a little way, we foon met 
with their traces in plenty, and we did not 
therefore think it prudent to venture far- 
ther in j for this animal feldom thews it- 
felf, before it can fpring upon its prey, and 
when once within the reach of its claws, 
nothing can fave a man’s life. We like- 
wife met in the way, the remains of a Ben- 
galefc, who had been torn in pieces by the 

beafls 
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beafts of prey. For the reft, the hunting of 
jackals and wild dogs was not unpleafant. 

In the afternoon, we failed higher up the 
Ganges, to 3. place called Gouptipara, which, is 
about fix or eight Dutch miles above Chogdah. 
In our way, we palled a pretty large ifland, 
lying in the middle of the river, but which 
produced nothing but a little tall grafs, and 
Ibme reeds. 

We found here that the flood only lalled 
three hours, while the ebb continued nine. 
About four or five Dutch miles higher, as 
the Bengalefe, and others who had been at 
Cajfmbazar, informed us, there was no flood, 
except a little in fpring-tides. 

It was late in the evening before we ar- 
rived at Gouptipara. At daybreak, the. next 
morning, we went on Ihore, and found, 
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from the 
river, a little village. Somewhat higher 
there was a wood of lofty trees, with much 
underwood, in which there was a great 
number of monkeys, and the w’ood was 
therefore named the monkey-wood. Thefe 
animals were about the fixe of a Ijjaniel, 
with long tails, which, when they ran, they 
turned upwards. The body was covered 

with 
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with hair, of a grey colour, and the fore 
part of the head was black. As foon as 
we had fired one Ihot, they all ran rtp the 
high trees, and fome of them threw their 
young ones, which they held between their 
fore paws, into the buihes below ; and what- 
ever pains we bellowed in looking for them, 
we could not find them. The large ones 
Ijjrang with an inconceivable quicknefs, from 
branch to branch, and from tree to tree. 
We fliot fome of them, and when the others 
law thefe fall, they fet up a nioft horrid 
cry. 

The Bengalefe were much difpleafed at 
this, and defired us not to kill any more of 
thefe animals ; for their fuperftitious belief 
in the tranfmigration of fouls after death, 
makes them think that thefe creatures, in 
particular, are the receptacles of human 
fouls. 

Somewhat farther inland, we met with 
the ruins of a foonebuilding^’ in which a 
faquir^ or faint, had taken up his abode. 
He fat by a flow fire, in the middle of the 
alhes, entirely naked. His hair was black, 
and very long, tangled and clodded with 
sfties and dirt, with which it was ftrewed. 

He 
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He had impofed a fingtilar penance upon 
himfelf, confifting in a brafs ring, about the 
thicknefs of a quill, and three inches in 
diameter, which was paffed through the fub- 
iknce of the glans of the penis, though in 
fuch a manner, that the urethra remained 
unhurt. While we were with him, a Ben-* 
^1 woman, in the fuperftitious hope of 
thereby becoming fruitful, came to kife this 
dilgufting mortal, on the part which was 
fuppofed to poffefs the prolific virtue re- 
quired. We put many queftlons to him, on 
the fubje£i: of what we law, but decency for- 
bids the recital of his anfwers. Befides this 
ring, there were three other riveted iron- 
rings linked to it, which altogether, might 
weigh, as we gueflfed, about two pounds and 
a half. When he walked, he let the whole 
hang loofe, without feeming to be in the leafl: 
incommoded. 

Ihofe who torture themfelves in this ex- 
traordinary manner, are held in great vene- 
ration by the vulgar. Many of thefe faquirs 
wander about the country, and never need 
to be felicitous about their maintenance; 
for the fupcrftition of the people, makes them 
even think it a great happinefs to be allowed 

to 
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•to give thefe fatidified beggars, who torture 
their bodies fo unmercifully, for the love ©f 
Teligion, every thing necejGTary to their fub- ! 

liflance. I refer the reader, for a more 
ample account of this, to my obfervatioiis o& 

Bengal. 

In the afternoon, we returned from the 
woods, on board of our budgerow^ and went 
again down the Ganges. Here we found its 
banks every where very fteep, and in fome 
places lb deeply hollowed, or undermined 
by the water, that parts of them, to the 
lize of a houfe, had fometitnes fallen in, 
which we could fee had happened in feveral 
places. 

At funfet, arriving at the channel of | 

Chogdabf we ran into it for flielter during 
the night, apprehending that we fliould be j 

overtaken by a thunderftorm, as the wind 
began to rife, and the Iky appeared dread- 
fully black and lowering. We faftened our 
iudgerow, with ropes, to both fides of the 
■channel, becaufe theft veffels are eafily over- 
fet by the wind, not having any fupport or 
hold on the water, bn account of their flat 
bottoms. 

Before the ftorra came oh, we took a 

walk 

■ 
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walk along the banks, and faw three bo- 
dies of Bengalefe burnt. This is done by 
the relations of the deceafed, or by his fons, 
if he have any. They fit upon their heels, 
round the burning pile, fmoaking their gor- 
gor, and feed the fire, with the greatefi: in- 
difference, as if they were burning a bead:, 
jftrewing the aflies after v/ards in the Ganges. 
The bodies of thofe, who do not leave pro- 
perty enough to purchafe firewood for this 
purpofe, or whofe relations are poor, are 
expoied by the riverfide, to be devoured by 
the jackals, and other wild animals. Thefe, 
likewife, as foon as it begins to grow dark, 
iffue out of the woods, and come to the 
the river, howling dreadfully all night long, 
while they alfo fight with each other for 
their prey. Some of them are often found 
lying dead in the morning, efpecially the 
wild dogs, who are not a match for the 
jackals. 

We were obliged to defifi: from our walk, 
on acrount of its falling dark ; and we were 
waraedby a Be ngalefe, that there were many 
tigers, who had their haunts not far from us, 
and who in the evening were wont to repair 
to the riverfide. 


The 
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The ftorm came on about eight o’clock, 
and burft all around with tremendous force. 
The thunder was very violent, and the light- 
ning fo fierce, and fhot in fuch broad flalhes 
along the ground, that the whole neighbour- 
hood Teemed to be on fire. This was ac- 
companied with fuch heavy fqualls, that we 
durft not remain on board our veflel,but went 
on ihore, and ftood in the open air, though 
cxpofed to all the inclemency of the weather. 
The ftorm did not abate till eleven o’clock 
at night. 

At midnight, we left the channel, and 
fell down the river with the ebb, but about 
an hour before daybreak, we were again 
obliged to feek for ihelter, in the channel 
of Niajferai, as the wind began again to blow 
hard. 

As fbon as the day broke, we went on 
Ihore, in order to walk overland to Terhnee, 
whither we ordered our budgerow, tQ wait for 
us there. 

The way led firft through an extenfive 
wood, which was filled with all kinds of 
birds, and afterwards over a level plain, 
moftly confifting of pafture-grounds. About 
an hour before we cams to Terbonee, we en- 
tered 
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tered another wood, into which, having ad- 
vanced a little, we met with an ancient 
building, of large fquare ftones, which feem- 
ed as hard as iron ; for whatever pains we 
took, we could not, with a hammer, break 
any pieces off. The building was an oblong 
fquare, thirty feet in length, and twenty in 
breadth. The walls were thirteenor fourteen 
feet in height. It had no roof, and withinit, 
were three tombs, four feet above the ground, 
tnade of a blackifli kind of ftone, and polifh- 
ed, with here and there feme Perfian cha- 
racters engraved upon them. 

The Bengalefe believe, that this was built 
by a great magician, in one night, without 
the affiftance of any mortal hand. 

About forty paces farther, was a large, but 
very ruinous building, the roof of which con- 
fined in five domes, or cupolas, which had 
been adorned with fculptured imagery, but 
which was much obliterated. 

The Bengalefe could not inform us of the 
purpofe, or time, of the erection, but it now 
ferved as a refidence for faquirs, Ibme of 
whom we law fitting in it. 

About ten o’clock, we came to the mouth 
of the channel, where we found our veflel, 
and went down the river to Chmjurah, 


On 
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On the 22(3 of February, the diredor V— - 
and Ibme members of the council, accom- 
panied by their ladies, paid a national vifit to 
the French governor, to which party I was 
likewife invited. 

Thefe vifits are made annually, from one 
Settlement, or fadlory, to the other, at the 
commencement of the year, or whenever a 
iiew governor, or dire(3or, enters upon his 
government. 

Much ceremony is obferved, when the 
vifits are received at the place where the 
fadiory itfelf is fituated ; and therefore Mr. 
V~— — had intimated to the French go- 
vernor, that he Ihould prefer waiting upon 
him for this purpofe, at his country-feat, 
pear Garetti. In the afternoon, at four 
o’clock, we fet off in fix carriages, and 
XCiZcheA Garetti at fix, where the diredlor 

V > , and Mr. F , who was likewife 

one of the party, were received at the bot- 
tom of the ffeps afeending to the houfe, by 
the French governor, and condu(Sfed into a 
large faloon, in which the principal ladies 
and gentlemen of Chandernagore were af- 
fembled. About feven o’clock, the com- 
pany were invited by the governor, to be 

fpedlators 
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Ipedators of a play, which f()me amateurs 
•were to perform, in a flight building, which 
had been eredfed for that purpofe. 

When the play was over, which was 
about ten o'clock, we were led into a large 
room, and were entertained with an elegant 
fjpper, to which upwards of an hundred 
guefts, both ladies and gentlemen, fat down. 
At one o’clock we took our leave, and rode 
hzck to Chinfurah. 

The national vifit to the Englifli, to which 
1 w^as alfo invited, was appointed to be paid 
on the 26th of the fame month. This was 
chiefly intended to congratulate the new 
Englifli governor, Cartier, upon his ap- 
pointment. 

We were eight of us, who were prefent 
at the vifit j and at four o’clock in the after- 
noon, w'e went from the diredtor’s houfe to 
the quay, where the Company’s great bud- 
^erenjs was lying ready. The garrifon was 
drawn up in two ranks, within the fort, and 
a detachment, confining of an officer and 
twenty-four privates, marched before us, 
which was to accompany us, as an efcort, 
and to ferve as a body-guard to the diredlor. 

As fboii as Qur budgerow put ofF from' the 

ftiore, 
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ihore, a fakte of twenty-one guns was fired 
from the battery. Every one of the com- 
pany had his own veffel to pafs the night in, 
but in the day-time, we were all on board 
of that of the direflor, in which there was 
a room where fix and thirty people could 
fit down to table. At the mafthead of the 
director’s hidgerow, thcxQ wSiS a Prince of 
Orange’s flag with the arms of the Union, 
and thofe of the othervefiels carried a prince’s 
pendant. 

Befides ours, there were feveral other vef- 
fels, in which the foldiers and fervants were 
embarked ; tv/o that were to be ufed as 
kitchens, the victuals being drefied on board 
of them ; and two as ftorelhips, to carry the 
provifions. There were, in ail, thirty-three 
veffel^ of different fizes, which formed a 
pleafing fight when they were all together. 

In the evening, at half pafi: eight o’clock, 
when the ebb began to fail, we came to an 
anchor, with our flotilla, a little below Se- 
rampore, 

* The Prin/evlag, ot Prince of Orange’s flag, is the naino 
given by the Dutch feacnen to the naval enfign of the United 
Provinces, and the fame that is ftill the national ftagi being 
three horizontal flripes^ red^ white, and blue. T* 


At 
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At four o’clock on the following morning, 
upon the turning of the tide, we again pro- 
ceeded .downwards, and at leven, we came 
to Chitporet fituated about a Dutch mile 
zhove Calctttta, where we ftopped for the 
deputies from the Englifli council, who 
were to come to receive the diredlor and 
his company. Half an hour afterwards they 
arrived, and paid a vifit of welcome to the 
diredor, in his budgero’w. The chief of 
them was the fecond in command at Calcutta^ 
Mr. Russel. 

After a ftay of about a quarter of an hour, 
they conduced the direftor on Ihore ; and, 
followed by the reft of the company, they en- 
tered a handfome fummer-houfe, clofe to the 
river, which belonged to Mi'. Russel. 

We found breakfaft prepared for us here, 
and after flopping about an hour, we left 
this place, in five coaches, fent by the go- 
vernor for that purpofe. Six of his life* 
guards on horfeback, dreffed in blue, with 
gold-lace, rode by the fide of the coach in 
which the direftor was. At ten o’clock we 
were fet down in Calcutta^ at the houfe pre- 
pared for the reception of the diredorV 

It was a very handfome building, provided 

with 
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with many and roomy apartments, all fiir- 
nilhed in the European ftyle, and hung with 
damalked filk. It was the property of the 
little nabob, or minifter, Mahomed Reza 
Chan, who had purchafed it of an Eng- 
lifh gentleman, for 120,000 rupees, and al- 
ways rcfided in it when he was at Calcutta j 
but as he was not now in the place, the 
Engliih government had made ufe of it. On 
the area, before it, ftood a company of eighty 
feapoys, under arms, commanded by an Eu- 
ropean officer, as a guard, in honour of our 
director ; which continued to do duty as fuch 
all the while he remained at Calcutta. 

When the diredror alighted before the 
houfe, a falute of nineteen guns was fired 
ixom ^oxt William. 

As fbon as we had entered the 
houfe, the diredlor dilpatched one of his 
cbubdarsy with a raeflage to the Engliffi go- 
vernor, who refided in the government- 
boufe, next to that in which we were, to 
enquire if it were convenient for his Excel- 
lency for us to wait upon him in a body. 
Soon after, however, came that gentleman 
himfelf, accompanied by all the members 
of the council of Calcutta^ to welcome the 

director. 
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direaor. After the firft complimentary ce- 
remonies were over, Mr. V laid, that 

the objeft of this national vifit, was to con- 
gratulate Mr. Cartier upon his acceffion 
to the governorlhip, adding, as a particular 
compliment, that he hoped Mr. Cartier 
would fo well manage affairs, as to be able 
to return to Europe in a few years ; to which 
that gentleman replied with a fmile, and ex- 
preffed his thanks by an amicable interchange 
of civilities. 

Thefe compliments were made and re- 
turned, by the diredtor in French, and by 
the governor in Englifh, the latter not un- 
derftanding French, nor the former Englilh, 
while Mr. Russel performed the office of 
interpreter. 

This vllit of ceremony lafted more than 
an hour. The governor then departed, with 
the gentlemen of the council. Half an hour 
afterwards, the diredor V— — went with us 
to pay a vifit of ceremony in return, to the 
governor, which lafted about three quarters 
of an hour ; at the conclufion of which he 
conduced us out, accompanying us to the 
fteps, in the fame way as the diredlor had 
done upon receiving his vifit juft beforp. 

About 
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About half paft twelve o’clock, having 
been formally invited to dinner by the go- 
vernor, we went again to the government- 
houle. 

Here we found, in a large and airy laioon, 
a table of fixty or feventy covers. The fer- 
vice was entirely of plate. The diredior 
was feated at the upper end, on the right 
hand of the governor, having, on the other 
fide, the general of the Engliih land-forces, 
being the third perfon in the council of 
Calcutta, or rather the fecond, exclufive of 
the governor. The other gentlemen in 
company, were placed promiicuoufly at ta- 
ble. Full half of the guefts were officers of 
the troops, for whom the governor keeps 
every day open houfe. 

When the cloth was taken away, ^ hooka, 
which is a glafs filled with water, through 
which the fmoke of tobacco is drawn, and 
of which I fhali fpeak further, was fet be- 
fore every one of the company, and after 
having fmoked for half an hour, we all rofe 
from table, and feparated each to his re- 
Ipedtive dwelling. 

The converfation was carried on at table, 
in a free and unconllrained manner, with- 
out 
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out the corapany being under any feSr or 
reftraint, from the prefence of the governor, 
or of other great meiu The fpirit of liberty, 
which animates a Briton in his own country, 
is repreffed as little here, as there. This 
freedom and eafe, is diametrically oppofite 
to the ftiff and obnoxious formality, which 
takes place at Batavia, in the company of 
the governor general, and the counfellors of 
India. Indeed, an Englifliman could never 
brook the infupportable arrogance, with 
which the Dutch Eaft-India Company’s 
fervants are treated by their fuperiors, as 
well at Batavia, as at the out-fadlories. It 
would be well, if this condudl remained fblely 
confined to the Afiatic regions, which gave 
birth to it; but, unfortunately, we fee it 
continued by purfe-proud individuals, when 
they ^return to a country, where, from the 
moft ancient times, it is known to be in 
perfed contradidion to the genius and tem- 
per of the inhabitants. It is certain that this 
is one reafbn, why there are fo few to be met 
with, who ferve the Company with 'fidelity, 
or a fenfe of honour. Every one attends 
folely to the main bufineis, of well and 
fpeedily lining his purfe ; and all look to the 

time. 
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time, when they lhall be able to withdraw 
themfelves, from the infolent dominion of 
an arbitrary government, againft which little 
or nothing can be faid or done. 

At fix o'clock in the evening, Mr. Car- 

tier came to fetch the diredlor V and 

his company, to take a ride to his country- 
feat, Behederey about two Dutch miles from 
CaJcuttay where we were entertained with 
an excellent concert, performed by fome 
amateurs, and an elegant fupper. About 
twelve o’clock at night, we rode back to 
Calcutta, 

The next morning, at nine o'clock, the 
governor came again to pay a vifit to Mr. 
V— - — > and made him an invitation to din- 
ner, and to a grand ball, which was to be 
given in the evening, at the courthoufe. 
Hither we went, at feven o’clock, and the 
ball was opened by Mrs. Cartier and Mr. 
V— . 

The company were very numerous, and 
all magnificently drefled, efpecially the la- 
dies, who were decorated with immenfe 
quantities of jewels. A collation was ferved 
in an adjoining apartment, and the whole 

tvas 
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was conduced with great elegance, lafting 
till the next morning. 

This day being appointed for us to let off 
on our return to Chinfurah, we went at 
nine o’clock in the morning, with the di- 
re61or, to take leave of Mr. Cartier, and 
the other gentlemen who had been to lee 
us, and dined at Mr. Russel’s, whence 
we took our departure, about half pad: three 
in the afternoon, in coaches, for Chitpore, 
where our little fleet was lying, ready to 
receive us. 

The direclor was faluted, on leaving the 
place, as he had been on his arrival, with 
nineteen guns from Fort William. The lix 
lifeguards of the governor, who always ac- 
companied Mr. V— — , when he went out, 
while he flayed, did not leave us till wc 
came to Chitpore, where he gave them a 
handlbme prefent in money, as he had done 
to all the fervants of the governor who had 
attended him, which altogether amounted 
to full a thoufand rupees, or fifteen hundred 
gilders. 

The lame deputies who had come to 

Chitpore, to receive Mr. V , condudled 

him 
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him again on board his budgerow. We de- 
parted hence, at funiet, with the floodtide, 
upwards, and reached Garetti early the next 
morning, where we were received by Mr. 
Chevalier, at his country-houfe, and took 
our breakfaft with him. We found here 
the carriages of the diredlor V — — , ready 
to carry us to Chinfurah. 

At nine o’clock, we rode from Garetti to 
Chandernagore ; and after having paid fome 
vifits in that place, we proceeded to Chin- 
furah, where .we alighted before the houfc 

of the diredor F , under a falute of 

twenty-one guns from the battery. Thence 

the diredlor V- led us to his own houfe 

in the lodge, where we found all the mem- 
bers of the council, alTerobled to meet him ; 
and were entertained at dinner by Mr. F — . 

On the 8th of March, Mr. F was 

formally announced, as diredlor of the Com- 
pany’s trade in the kingdoms of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Orixa, by Mr. V — — , who had 
fixed his departure to be eight days after- 
wards. 

On this occafion, all the fervants of the 
company, from the highefi: to the loweft, 
aflcmbled, at leven o’clock in the morning, 

at 
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at the houfe of Mr. V — — , where a coftly 
breakfaft was provided for them. The 
wives of thofe who were married, were 
equally prefent. The garrifon was under 
arms, in the court-yard, within the lodge. 

About nine o’clock, both the directors, 
with all the members of the council, afcend- 
ed the platform, over the landgate, where 

the Gommiffion given to Mr. F- by the 

council of India at Batavia, was read aloud 
by the fecrctary, after which a difcharge 
was made, of three vollies by the military, 
and one-and-twenty guns by the battery. 

Returned to the council-chamber, the 
commiflion was again read, and Mr. V- — — 

addrefled Mr. F , and the members of 

the council, in a Ipeech, by which he af- 
fured that gentleman, of his fatisfadion, 
that the time was now come, when he was 
relieved from the heavy burden of an office, 
which he had filled for upwards of five 
years, durmg which period he had promoted, 
as much as his humble abilities admitted, 
the intereft of the company ; and adding, 
that his fatisfadion was greatly increafed, 
by having to refign his government into the 
hands of a raoft worthy fijcceflbr, and his 

fincere 
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•fmcere friend. To this fpeech, Mr. F — • 
replied by another, couched in the moft po- 
lite terms, ajid in which he was not fparing 

in panegyrics of Mr, V , and of his 

lady. 

The whole ceremony was concluded in 

the evening, by a ball, given by Mr. F , 

in the garden of Welgekgen. 

The following day, the diredlors received 
a letter from Patna, which is a large city 
in the kingdom of Bahar, about ninety 
leagues diftant from Cbinjurah, where the 
Company have a fadlory, for the opium and 
laltpetre trade, informing them, that the ra- 
vages of famine were there fo great, that 
hundreds of Indians perifhed daily for want 
of food i fo that our people avoided going out 
of the lodge, in order not to behold the mife- 
ry of thefe wretched inhabitants, w'ho lay dy- 
ing in crouds, along the ftreets and highways, 
merely for want of nourilhment. The fur- 
vivors began even to attempt fatisfying their 
craving hunger, with the flelh of the dead, 
in order to preferve their own exigence. 
In this inftance, the obfervation, that nature 
overcomes precept, was forcibly verified; 
for thefe poor, fuperftitious heathens, into 

whom. 
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whom, from their childhood, an abhorrence 
of every kind of animal food is inftilled, 
and more efpecially with refpedl to human 
fiefh, on account of their belief in the tranf- 
migration of fouls, now fought to prolong 
their miferable exiftence a little while, by 
devouring: the flefh of their fellow- creatures. 

The dire efFedls of famine too were felt 
in Bengal. At Chinfurah, a woman, taking 
her two fmall children in her arms, plunged 
into the Ganges., and drowned herfelf, not 
polTeffing, or being able to procure, any 
thing to fatisfy the raging hunger of her 
tender offspring. The banks of the river 
were covered with dying people ; fome of 
whom, unable to defend themfelves, though 
ftill alive, were devoured by the jackals. 
This happened even in the town of Chtnfu- 
rab itfelf, where a poor fick Bengalefe, who 
had laid himfelf down in the ftreet, without 
any affiftance being offered to him by any 
body, was attacked in the night by the 
jackals, and devoured alive ; and though he 
had ff rength enough to cry out for help, no 
one would leave his own. abode, to deliver 
the poor wretch, who was found, in the 
morning, dead, and half-devoured. 


The 
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The Beiigalefe will feldom affift each 
other, unlefs thay happen to be friends, or 
relations, and then the fervice that they ren- 
der, only confifts in carrying the fufFerer to 
the water of the Ganges^ to let him die there, 
or be carried away by the ftream, and refign 
his breath in its waves ; for they all truft, 
that by this means, they will be purified 
from moft of their fins, and their fouls be 
tranflated into the body of an happier 
creature. 

This dreadful calamity was occafioned, 
partly by the failure of the rice-harveft, the 
preceding year, but it may chiefly be attri- 
buted, to the monopoly which the Englifli 
had made of the rice, which was reaped the 
ftalbn before, and which they now held at fb 
high a price, that the natives, moft of whom 
could earn no more than one, or one and a 
half, ftiver (penny) per day, out of which 
they had to maintain a wife and children, 
could not buy, for this trifle of money, the 
tenth part of the rice they wanted, the con- 
fequences of which were, that whole fami- 
lies perilhed miferably. 

The evil was augmented by another 
fcourge, almoft equally calamitous, the fmall- 

pox. 
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pox, which attacked people of all ages, and 
brought -many to the grave. 

This added to the contagion which had 
already contaminated the air, through the 
number of half-putrified bodies which lay 
unburied, or unburnt, along the banks of 
the river; hence the mortality cncreafed 
more and more, elpecially after my having 

left Bengal. The diredlor F died of 

the fmall-pox, in the month of May enfiiing, 
as I was informed, juft before my departure 
from Batavia. 

The heat of the weather now likewife 
augmented, from day to day, fo that at noon 
it equalled, and fometimes liirpalTed, the 
warmth of the blood: men and animals 
eould fcarcely breathe; and, although the 
heat was confiderably lefs within doors, than 
in the open air, it was, neverthelefi, Icarcely 
fupportable to me, and to every one, who 
had not been uled to it. Water was poured, 
from time to time, upon the ftones of the 
court-yards round the houfes, which afforded 
a momentary coolneft, but it loon vanifhed 
before the fcorching rays of the fun. The 
water taken out of the Ganges, differed only 
eight or ten degrees in warmth, from the air 

in 
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in the £hade where my thermometer hung ; 
this flood, in the latter end of the month, 
at 104®, and, when I took the tube in my 
hand, the mercury fell to 98® ; whence it 
appeared, that the heat of the outward air, 
furpafled that of the blood, by 6®. 

On the 15th of March, which was the 

day on which the diredlor V was to 

leave Chinfurab, for the road of Ingellee, 
where the fhip Rittbem lay ready to convey 
him to Batavia^ all the Company’s fervants 
affembled anew, with their wives, early in 
the morning, at the direftor’s houfe, in order 
to take leave of him and his family, and to 
wifh them a profperous voyage; for that gen- 
tleman thought himfelf of too much confe- 
quence to go to them himfelf, to take leave. 

This condudl was flrongly contrafled with 
that of Mr. Faillefert : when he left the 
colony, although he enjoyed the dignity of 
counfellcr of India, his affability, and other 
virtues, endeared his memory, as well to the 
lervants of the Company, and to the other 
Europeans fettled in Bengal, as to the native 
inhabitants. It was exadlly the reverie in 
the inflance I am fpeaking of, Mr. V— — — 
being equally detelled by them all. 


At 
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At o’clock, the keys of the lodge, or 
fort, w^e brought iu by an officer, upon a 
fiber waiter, and were dehvere 7 ^ ® 
direflor V to his fucceffor in the direc- 

torffitp, Mr. F _ i 

A few minutes afterwards, having taken 

his leave of all the perfons prefent, on which 
occafion the complimentary parade was even 
accompanied by tears, either of genuine re- 
gret, or of hypocritical affedation, Mr. 
V left the houfe and the lodge with his 
family; he was conduced by the whole 
affembly to the quay, where the budgerows 
were lying in readinefs. On the way, he 
fcattered fome money from his palankeen, 
among the Indians ; and was faluted, when 
he left the ffiore, by one-and-twenty guns 
from the battery. Mr. F— , wiffi feveral 
other ladies and gentlemen, intending to ac- 
company Mr. V down to Fultab, in- 

vited me to go with them, which I the more 
willingly did, having fome affairs of my own 
to tranfad at Calcutta, where the diredor 
and his company were to flop two days, be- 
fore they proceeded to Fultah, 

We arrived the next morning at that place, 
where the diredors were faluted with nine- 
teen 
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teen guns from Fort William. We were all 
fumptuoufly entertained . at dinner, by the 
Englilb governor, and invited in the even- 
ing, to be ipedlators at a play, which, as at 
Chandernagorey was performed by fome ama- 
teurs, in a houfe erefled for that purpofe. 
A little before the conclufion of the perform- 
ance, Mr. F received a letter from 

Cbinfurah^ informing him, that his lady was 
at the point of death .j whereupon that gen- 
tleman relblved to return the fame night to 
Chinfurah, and requeftcd me to accompany 
him. 

Having done what I wanted for myfelf, 
at Calcutta, I was glad to return again to 
Chinfurah, as the time was fall approaching, 
when I was to leave the Ganges, and befides, 
the company I was witli, was not the moft 
agreeable to me. 

At midnight, after having fupped with the 
governor, we, departed up the river in Mr. 
F — - — ’s hudgerm}, and reached Chinjurah at 
feven o’clock in the morning, where Mr. 
F — — was received with a Iklute of one- 
and-twenty guns. 

Mrs. F died on the 27th of March, 

and was interred, with great pomp, on the 

29th. 
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29th. Her hufband belonged to the frater- 
nity of free-mafbns, and all the brethren, and 
the wives of Inch as were married, wore the 
mourning of the order, which confifted in a 
black ribbon hanging on the breaft, with the 
inlignia of the order pendent from it. 

The departure of my fhip was, in the 
mean time, put off from day to day, becaufe 
the papers which were to be conveyed to 
Batavia by her, were not yet in readinefs. 
This was chiefly occafioned, by the negli- 
gence with which the affairs of the Company 
had been managed, during the latter part 
of the adminiftration of the direftor V — — ; 
and I was of opinion that this was defignedly 
done, in order that, if forced to flay too long 
in Bengal, I might be neceflitated to take my 
paflage through the Straits of Malacca, in 
which cafe, there would be no poffibility of 
my reaching Batavia, fooner than the middle 
of November; and even if the monfoon 
changed earlier thanufual, I fhould be obliged 
to remain in the Ganges till the next feafbn ; 
£b that he would have had an opportunity of 
failing for Europe, before the papers, which 
were to come by my fhip, would ^ve reach- 
ed Batavia, and which he was conlcious 

would 
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would contain very ferious matter, that 
would be of great prejudice to him, and, in 
confequence of the appearance of which, he 
would be obliged to remain in India, to ren- 
der an account of his adminiftration. His 
fears on this head were, in fad, realized, for 
I was fortunate enough to reach the capital in 
time. 

At laft thefe papers were got ready, and, 
on the 31ft of May, they were delivered tome 
by the fecretary of police ; at the fame time 
I received the dilpatches for the governor 
general, from the diredor F— — . This 
gentleman endeavoured to perfiiade me to 
flay that night aX. Cbinfur ah, being fearful 
that I fliould be overtaken by a thunderftorm, 
which feemed to be brewing over us ; but 
having nothing in view, but to make allpof- 
fible fpced to leave xh& Ganges, before the bad 
feafon, which was very near at hand, fhould 
let in, licit Chinfur ah, the fame evening, in 
a budgeroass. 

It was when we were before Chanderna- 
gore, that the ftorm burft upon us, with loud 
thunder, and tremendous flalhes of light- 
ning, and the wind blew fo hard from the 
fouth, that it was with difficulty we could 

get 
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Jo 

night. . 

The following day, rowing down the ri- 
ver with the ebb-tide, we paffed Calcutta^ in 
the forenoon, and at two o’clock in the af- 
ternoon, we flopped for the tide, at a place 
which we call the Boter-tol, or Butter-toll- 
boufe, and found ourfelves under the neceflity 
of lying here all night, on account of the vio- 
lent foutheriy wind. 

We fell down again the next day, with 
the ebb, but made but little progrels, as we 
had a pretty high gale from the fouth, and 
were not able to advance farther than 
Bajapore^ which is one Dutch mile and a half 
above Fultah. 

At eight o’clock, a.m. on the 3d of April, 
vte arrived at FultaL Stopping here, we 
found a floop, with the allowance of fpirits 
for my fhip. At nine o’clock, another ar- 
rived with a part of my cargo, and which 
had to take an anchor on board, for my fliip, 
in the place of one that had been broken. 
Befides this, there were more goods intended 
to form part of my cargo, which had been 
put on board of fmall veffels, but which 
were not of a fulEcient fize to navigate the 

river 
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river farther down, in this advanced feafon of 
the year, and had therefore remained feveral 
days waiting for a (loop, in which they 
might refhip their cargoes. Fortunately one 
arrived at night, into which the goods were 
all put. The cargo, however, was ftill in- 
complete j Ibme part of it being yet expected 
from above, but I had no inclination to ftay 
longer for it. I accordingly put off at nine 
o’clock, A.M. with the three Hoops, in one 
of which I embarked, and fent my budgerow 
back to Chinfurah. At two, p.m. we an- 
chored before the Garnaale Spruit, or Shrimp' 
Channel, whence we fet fail again in the 
evening, anchoring at one o’clock in the 
night, about half a Dutch mile below Dover. 
The next morning, at nine o’clock, we again 
got under fail, and proceeded downwards, 
anchoring at three, p.m. by the Haze Spruit, 
or Hare Channel, and at three the next 
morning, before the channel of Cajoree. On 
the 6th, about nine o’clock, p.m. we again 
got under weigh, and came on board of my 
Ihip, the Cornelia Hillegonda, in the road of 
Tngelke, at noon. 

We immediately occupied ourfelves with 
Ihipping the goods conveyed by the Hoops, 

which 
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which took us up the remaining part of that 
day, and part of the next. 

As foon as I came on board, the pilot 
who was to have charge of the fliip out to 
fea, informed me, that he was very averfe 
to undertake it, as the monfoon was already 
changed, and we had to expeft bad weather 
every day ; and that if we were overtaken 
by it while we were between the banks, the 
Ihip would certainly run the greateft danger 
of being loft. However, after a fmall pre- 
fent had infufed fome courage into him, he 
promifed to make the trial, provided I wait- 
ed no longer for the reft of the cargo, which 
was ftill expeded from Chinfurahy to which I 
agreed ; and thereupon calling the fhip’s 
council together % we were unanimoufly of 

opinion, 

♦ The captains of fhips in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company, are obliged, by their articles, to confult their 
lieutenants refpeding the courfe to be fleered; and if they 
cannot agree, a council is to be fummoned, confifling of the 
five principal officers on board, including the captain, where 
the matter is decided by a majority of votes* This council 
Hkewife, takes cognizance of whatever, not relating dire<?lly 
to the navigation of the Ihip, may be called extraordinary cir- 
cumflances ; and determines, among other things, refpedllng 
the diminution, or increafe, of the allowance to the crew ; the 
touching at any places for reparation, or refrefhment; the 

time 
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opinion, that it was more for the advantage 
of the Company to leave what Hill remain- 
ed behind, of the cargo, than to incur the 
rilk of being obliged to ftay with the fliip in 
the Ganges^ till the next feafon. 

On the 8th of April, every thing being 
ready, we weighed, and fell down in the af- 
ternoon with the ebb, anchoring in the even- 
ing, clofe by a buoy, upon a ridge of fand 
that Ihoots ftraight athwart the paffage. 
Weighing again with the beginning of the 
ebb, we worked farther down, againft the 
s.w. winds, till on the loth, we got fafe 
without the banks, and into the open lea. By 
the pilot, who left us at midnight, I fent 
Ibme letters up to Cbinfurah. 

We were now apprehenfive, that, as we 
had to expedl nothing but fbuth-wellerly 
winds, and our intended courfe was direct 
dbuth, in order to get above the Andaman and 
Nicobar Iflands, we Ihould be forced below 
them, and thereby likewife fall to leeward 
of the point of Acbeen, the north weft end of 
Sumatra y ill which cafe, nothing would re- 

time to be pafTed there, &c. as per art. III. IV. V. and VI* 
of the Eaft-India Company's ArtihUhrief^ or articles of en» 
gagement, entered into by the perfons in their employ. T. 

main 
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main for us, than to pafs through the ftraits of 
Malacca to Bataviay and thereby confiderably 
lengthen the duration of our voyage. 

But our fears were fortunately, in this 
inftance, not realifed. We pafled to the 
windward of thofe iflands, lb as not to lee 
them. 

On the 3d of May, we found ourfelves in 
the north latitude of 7®, which is that of the 
foutherumoft of the Nicobar Iflands. Hav- 
ing, therefore, got beyond thefe, we enter- 
iained hopes of a Ipeedy profecution of our 
yoyage round Sumatra. The Hidden fqualls, 
or whirlwinds, which came upon us almoft 
every day, were our chief hindrance ; they 
often ruflied on us fo unexpeftedly, that we 
had fcarce luSicient time to take in our 
fails ; they were ufually fucceeded by dead 
calms, which lafted the remainder of the 
day ; aad we were hereby greatly impeded 
in our progrels. 

Very unexpedledly, at daybreak, on the 
loth of May, being in the north latitude of 
four degrees and a half, we difeovered the 
ifland Sumatra, not far from the point of 
Acheen. 

We had obferved fbme figns of land for a 

few 
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few days before, namely, we had feen pieces 
of wood and bamboo floating on the water ; 
but we flattered ourlelves that thefe came 
from the Nicobar Iflands. We now found 
that the currents, which muft have only fet 
to the nor theaft ward, after our paffing thofe 
iflands (for had they driven us before in 
an eafterly dirediion, we mufl: have run in 
fight of them), had carried us full thirty- 
three leagues towards the eafi:. 

We were, by computation, four leagues 
and a half off fliore, when we made the land. 
It appeared to the eafl: like fmall iflands, but 
more northerly, like connedled land, with 
high mountains inward. 

Fortunately, we were fifteen or twenty 
leagues to windward of the point of Acheen\ 
for had we fallen clofe in with it, or to lee- 
ward of it, we fhould, for certain, have lofl: 
the opportunity of paffing round Sumatra. 
We yet ran fome danger of being driven 
to leeward, from the continual calms, and 
the ftrong currents, which fbmetimes let to 
the north, and fometimes to the foutheaft. 

Frequently, when we were driving along, 
in a dead calm, I had the boat hoifted out, 
in order to obferve the courfe of the current. 

For 



[ ^ 

For this purpofe, a heavy grapnel was faf- 
tenedin a large tub, and attached to a cod 
of rope, that was long enough to let down 
this apparatus, fix or feven hundred fathoms 
below the furface of the fea ; and as there 
was no current at that depth, the boat lay, 
as it were, at anchor, and bore up with its 
head to the current. In order, in the next 
place to afcertain the exad diredion and de- 
gree of rapidity of the current, one of our 
fweeps was taken, the leaf of which was 
painted white, a weight was fattened^ to the 
other end, fo as to make it ftand upright in 
the water, with the white part five or fix 
feet above the furface. To this end, a log- 
line was attached, in order to fee how far 
the fweep would be driven away from the 
boat, by the ‘current, in a given time, to 
be obferved by a ftop-watch, and towards 
what point of the compafs, having one with 
us in the boat, for that purpofe. 

In the fpace of five minutes, I found that 
the fweep was driven by the current, in the 
direction of north by weft, to a diftance of 
two hundred and twenty-fix Rhineland feet 
from the boat, which may be cftimated to 
make about three leagues in four-and-twenty 

hours. 
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hours. This was the refult of our experi- 
ment the firll: day, but in the following days, 
we found the currents fet to the northeaft, 
at the rate of five or fix leagues in twenty- 
four hours. 

But not having always an opportunity of 
hoifiing out the boat, I caufed a lead of 
feventy pounds in weight, to be let down by 
the founding-line, to the depth of eighty or 
ninety fathoms, and faftening an empty calk 
to it, which held up the lead, and was kept 
ftationary by it, the fliip drove away from it, 
by the current j for fhe had no other mo- 
tion, on account of the calm. We found 
by this, that the currents fet more to the 
eaft, and foutheaft, every day j and on the 
15th of May, we fuceeeded in getting off 
from the fhore, which we loft fight of that 
day, at noon. 

We now purfued our voyage with lels 
apprehenfion, yet we made no greater pro- 
grefe than before, by the continual calms, 
which were only interrupted by fudden 
whirlwinds, of an hour or two in duration 

^ From the frequency of thefe fudden fquaJls, ia the 
neighbourhood 0^ Sumatra^ the Portuguefe and afterguards 

the Englifh feamen, have giren them the name of the ifland^ 
them jumatras^ ST* 

Oil 
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On the t Sth of May, the fun rofe, during 
an eclipfe, which was then full two-th.rds 
completed. I obfcrved the end of the 
eclipfe, fifty-eight minutes, and thirty le- 
conl after fix o’cloct : this was to have 
been at Cbandernugare, at thirty ininmes 
paftfix; thus, the difference of time, be. 
iweenthat place, and where we were, was 
2%' ; or 7® 8' longitude, that we were to 

the eaftward of Chandernagore, whofe longi- 
tude we knew was io5» i' eaft from Tene^ 
rife, and our eftimation was 1 1 1* 95 '? 
we found that we were eleven leagues rnore 
to the eaftward than by the flup’s reckoning. 
The day before we had paffed the line to the 

fouthward. 

On the 29th of that month, we met, and 
hailed, the Eaft-India Company’s fhip, Dut' 
nenburg. Captain John Verheek, from 
the coaft of Mallabar ; Ihe had left Cochm 
on the 4th, and was equally bound to Ba- 
tavia, We failed in company, till the 4th 
of June, when we left her behind, and loft 

fight of her. 

The following days, we faw many figns of 
land, as rockweed, bamboos, large pieces of 
wood, and a fpecies of red blubber,or mollujca^ 

floating 
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floating on the water ; likewife feveral land- 
birds, and a number of white and yellow 
tropic birds. Sometimes whole trees float- 
ed by the fhip, with their branches and 
roots, yet frefh and uninjured. We con- 
cluded, that all this came from the ifland 
Engano ; for when we flood towards Suma- 
tra, we met with hardly any of them. 

On the loth of June, we again faw the 
ifland of Sumatra, and the high hill of Sil- 
lebar, which lies near Bencookn, and we found 
that we were thirty-fix leagues more to the 
weft ward, than by the fhip’s reckoning. 

The fbutheafterly winds, now blowing 
very hard along the weft coaft, we were 
obliged to work up againft the wind, to- 
wards the ftraits of Sunda, and it was not 
before the 20th of June, that we came abreaft 
of the Elat Feint, and Prince’s Ifland ; and 
on the 25 th we anchored in the bay of Anjer^ 
whence we fet fail the next day, and arrived 
in fafety, in the road of Batavia, on the 2d 
of July, having had no more than four men 
dead, during the voyage. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Jfpoiniment of the Commodore of the homeward 
Fleet. — Earthmake at Batavia. — Chineje Fejli- 
vah. — Thunderfiorm. — Arrival of the Endeavourr 
Captain Cook, from the South Seas. — Account of 
an Otaheitan, brought to Batavia by that Ship. 
— -Tha .kjgivingy Fajl, and Prayer Day. — Lift of 
the homeward Fleet. — Departure from Batavia. 
•^-Fhe Reef of A-Sovi-LhAs. — Vieiv of the Lund 
of Africa. — Anchorage at Robben Iftand. 

j^S fbon as I came on fliore, I found that 
my fliip had, the fame morning, been ap- 
pointed to return to Europe, as forerunner * 
of the fleet, for the chamber of Enkhuizen. 
But going the fame evening to give an ac- 
count of my Bengal voyage, to the governor 
general Van der Parra, his excellency 

* The homeward-bound Putch Eaft-India Company's 
ihips, are divided at Bata^via^ into two fleets, one of which 
generally leaves India towards the end of the year, the other 
fome months afterwards ; and feme days before the departure 
of each, a Angle Ihip fails for Europe, which is called the 
voorzeilder^ or forerunner* Except, however, in war-time, 
tbefe (hips feldom fail, or keep together, though they ufually 
rendezvous at the Ca}e of Goad Hope. T. 


told 
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told me, it would be better for me, that I 
ihould return to Europe, in a large fliip of 
a hundred and fifty feet, for the chamber of 
Amjierdamt than in a fmall velTel, like the 
Corneiia Hillegonda, for a chamber of lels 
confequence. On this account, the next 
day, in the council of India, the command 
was given to me, of the ihip, Huts ter 
Mye^ being one of a hundred and fifty feet, 
and which was bound for the chamber of 
Amjierdam. At the fame time, the com- 
mandant, and upper comptroller of equip- 
ment of Batavia, Anthony Vogslzang, 
was appointed commodore of the homeward 
fleet ; but this gentleman dying foon after. 
Captain Frederick Kelger, of the fhip 
Kroonenburg, was appointed in his flead 
On the 15th of July, I took over the com- 
mand of the fhip, V Huts ter Mye, from 
Captain Hartz, and three days afterwards, 

^ The command of the fleet is given to the fenior capmn, 
nnlefi when a pafTenger of higher rank, in the Company’s 
fervice (tor all perfons in their employ, whether in a civii| a 
naval, or military llation, have their refpe^ive ranks), happens 
to be returning to Europe, and then the pafTenger, whether hr 
be in a naval, or in a civil capacity, is appointed the conimo« 
dore, and the fliip he goes by, becomes the flag-fhip. 

I gave 
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I gave up to Captain Martin Lab a an, 
that of the Cornelia HiUegonda. 

On the 17th of September, at about half 
paft five in the morning, juft as the day, be- 
can to break, the fhock of an earthquake 
was felt at Batavia, which lafted full two 
minutes, but did not do much damage. The 
water in the canals tofling to and fro with 
impetuofity, feemed, by its agitation, as if 
boiling. Whatever was pendent in the 

houfes, like chandeliers and glafs lanthorns, 

was in motion for three quarters of an hour 
afterwards. All the clocks, both within 
and without the city, the pendulums of 
which ofcillated eaft and weft, ftood ftill ; 
but thofe that hung to the north and fouth, 
were not affeaed. A clock which was m 
the houfe 1 was in, ftood ftill at thirty-two 
minutes paft five. 

On the i8th and 19th, there was a great 
feftival of the Ghinefe, inftituted as an in- 
tercefiion for their fick. In the evening, 
one or more bamboos, having feveral lan- 
thorns hanging at the top, were ftuck up 
before every houfe, which made a pretty 
appearance, in the Chinefe campon, or 
fuburb. 

This 
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This was followed, on the 9 th of 0£lo- 
ber, by a grand feftival, in honour of their 
joojip, or jofs *, to whom they offer a num- 
ber of coftly prefents ; they made likewife. a 
large veffel of paper, and combuffible mat- 
ter, which was highly adorned with flags, 
and fet it on lire in the evening, letting it 
drive out ta fea, where it was very loon 
confomed. This i? only what I have heard 
related, being myfelf, at that time, at the 
ifland Onruji. 

In the evening and on the night of the 
iith of Oftobcr, we had a violent thunder- 
florm, which dtid no harm in the city, but 
in the road, the lightning fell, about eight 
lo’ clock, upon the Ihip the Admiral de Ruiier. 
The mainmaft, maintopmaft, and topgallant- 
mall, together with their yards and fails, 
and the foretopfail, and yards, were Ihi- 
vered aH to pieces, and the wreck of them 

The images which the Chiaefe worfliip, are called joofije 
by the Putch^ and joj} by the Englifh feamen. The latter is 
evidently a corruption of the former, which being a Dutch 
nickname for the devil, was probably given to thefe idols br 
the Dutch who firH faw them, either from their hideous ap- 
pearance,. or from the piinciple that all idolatry is demon- 
olatry. On no better ground than this, the authors of the 
Univerfal Hifioiy, accufe the Chinefc of worfhippiag the 
devil, knowingly and 


lay 
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lay upon the quarter-deck, to the height of 
fifteen feet A longitudinal fiflure was 
likewife made in the quarter-deck, but no 
foul on board was hurt, nor was there any 
damage done to any of the other veffels in 
the road. 

A few days before this event, the Englilh 
fiiip, the Endeavour^ commanded by Captain 
Cook, had arrived in the road of Batavia. 
This veflel came from the Pacific Ocean, 
and had been twenty-feven months from 
England, having thus far circumnavigated 
the globe, from the eaft. They had with them 
an Indian, whom they (aid was a native of 
a country which they had difcovered in the 

♦ Captain Cook, who was then at Bata^iay in the Endea- 
mur bark, as noticed In the next paragraph, relates this in- 
cident, exa6liy as above, and adds, fhe had an iron fpindle 
at the main-top-gallant -raaft- head, which probably diredled 
the llroke. This flnp lay not more than the diftance ©f 
two cables’ length from our’s, and in all probability we 
Ihould have fliared the fame fate, but for the eledlrical 
“ chain, which we had juft got up, and which conduced 
“ the lightning over the fide of the ftiip ; but though we 
“ efcaped the lightning, the explofion ftiook us like an earth* 

** quake, the chain at the fame time appearing like a line of 
** fire : a ccntinel was in the acftion of charging bis piece, and 
the fliock forced the mufquet out of his hand, and broke 
** the rammer-rod.” Haw kefworth’s Voyages, Voi. IV. page 
341, oftavo edition, 
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South Sea, but they would not reveal where 
it was fituated. This Indian was of a mid- 
dling fize, rather fat than otherwife, of a 
dark brown colour, and with long and thick 
hair, which hung half way down his back ; 
it was loofe, and of a jetty black ; it grew 
low down upon h'is forehead. His beard 
was likewife black, of a middling length, 
and uncut, contrary to the cullom of moft 
Orientals j the nails of his hands were long; 
his countenance feemed ibrrowful, and his 
difpofition timorous. His drefs confifted of 
a large piece of white cloth, which was 
thrown over the Ihoulders, and which ap- 
peared to me to be made of the bark of 
trees. The Englifh gentlemen, with whom 
he came, and who had likewife a Swedifh 
naturalift. Dr. Solander, with them, laid 
that they underftood his language ; but when 
they con verfed, with him, it feemed to me 
that it was moftly done by figns. He would 
not eat of any thing that was fet before him; 
and continually cafl his eyes on all fides 
around him, expreffing the greateft aftonifh- 
ment at what he faw and heard *. We un- 
derftood 

* Tupia, the Otaheitan here alluded to, who accom- 
panied Captain Cook, as died there, the follow- 

ing 
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derfiood from the Englifli, that they had 
ftayed eight months at that ifland, which 
they called Otabeite^ and that all the na- 
tives refembled the one they had brought 
away. 

A thanfgiving, faft, and prayer day, was 
held at Batavia, on the 17th of Odlober, 
This foiemnity takes place every year juft 
before the departure of the return-fleet, for 
Holland, being partly inftituted in order to 
fopplicate heaven to grant them a profper- 
ous voyage. A fermon is preached on that 
day, on board of the fkg-£hip, in the road, 
at which all the commanders of the veflels 
there, with part of their crews, are prcfent. 

On the 24th, the governor general went, 
with a great retinue^ on board of the fhip- 
Kroonenburg, in order to inflal the comnro- 
dore of the homev^ard fleet, Frederick 
Kelger. For this purpofe, all the fhips 

ing month. The reader of Lieut. Cook’s voyage^ who will 
have ftrongly interefted himfelf for this amiable Indian, will 
fcarcdfy recognize him in the pidture here drawn of him ; but 
the rapid progrefs of a bilious diftemper, which poor Tufi a 
labouied under, during the latter part of the voyage, and the 
approaches of death in a flrange land, are not adapted to give, 
either an expreflion of pleafure to the countenance, or of 
fer-titude to the mind. T. 


which 


which lay in the road, were rangea in two 
lines, with the old adtniral-fhip next to the 
river, and that of the commodore, the ontcr- 
moft. This was done in order that the 
o-overnor general, paffing between the lines, 
might have an opportunity of taking a view 
of every fhip, at his ealb. His excellency 
came in a great barge, which was richly 
crilt, and had a pavilion, with glafs win- 
dows at the poop. The chief of the ma- 
rine, and fome other gentlemen, were with 
him. The upper comptroller of equipment 
flood before the pavilion, and commanded 
the rowers. As foon as his excellency came 
on board of the fhip Knonenburgy a broad 
pendant was hoifted above the enfign, at 
the maintop, while the old admiral-fhip 
ftruck her flag, and fired a falute of twenty- 
one guns. Eight captains flood upon the 
fhip’s ladder, as his excellency afcended, and 
all the others who belonged to the home- 
ward fleet, were on the quarter-deck, too- 
ther with the vice-commodore, to receive 
him. Under the awning, a breakfaft was 
got ready for the governor general, and af- 
ter he had taken fbme refrefhment, the 
commodore’s commiffion was read by the 
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fecretary of the governor, and his excellency 
then commanded the captains of the fleet, 
to obey the commodore, on their voyage to 
Europe. About half an hour afterwards, 
the governor general returned on fhore. 
Upon his leaving the Ihip Kroonenburg, he 
was faluted with twenty-one guns, the broad 
pendant and enfign were both ftruck, and 
the commodore’s flag hoifted in their ftead. 

The fliips that compofed the firfl: divilion 
of the homeward fleet, were as follows : 

for the Chamber of Jmjterdam: 
the Krmnmlufgj Com* Frederick Kelger: 
the Kieuvi Rhom^ Capt.JoHN Hendricks: 
the Toung Lieven^ , • . Henry de Hart: 
the Buis ter Mye^ ... J. Splinter SxAVORiNUs : 
the Woefiduin^ , . . Mich. Godfrey Lehman: 

for Zealand: 

the Duinenhurg^ Capt. John Verheeke : 
the Toung Samuel^ Capt. Peter Angle vorst: 

for Delft: 

the Lady Antonetta Cmradina : 

for Rotterdam : 

the Flujhingy Capt. Jacob ’t Hart; 

for Horn: 

the Ridderker^y Capt. Peter Van Proyen : 

and iot Enkhumens 

the Cornelia JMlegonday Capt. Martin Labaan. 


The 
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The lailmentioned had failed for Holland, 
on. the 2oth of Oftober, as forerunner of the 
fleet, and the two firft followed on the 25th ; 
while the others had to flop* for a fliip 
which was daily expedled from the coafl: of 
Coromandel^ in order to take over the bales 
of piece-goods Ihe was to bring, and then 
to receive the complement of their cargoes 
in pepper. This veflel reached the road of 
Batavia three days afterwards, and ihe re- 
ihipment of the goods flie brought, took 
place immediately ; after which, the Ihips 
failed to the ifland Onrufiy to take in 
pepper. 

On the 3d of November, the water-bailiff 
came on board, to mufter the crew, which 
was found to confift of one hundred and 
eight feamen, eight fbldiers, four mechanics, 
four palTengers, and one man, who was fent 
back to Europe, being unfit for the Com* 
pany’s fervice. 

On the 5th of November, we got thelaft 
of our pepper on board, and, together with 
the commanders of the fhips, the Young 
Lieven^ the Young SamueLzxxA the Lady An- 
tonetta Conradinay having received our final 

difpatches 
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dilpatches- from the governor general, we 
left the ifland Onruft^ on the fame day, and 
anchored the next afternoon, at three o’clock, 
in the bay of Anjer, The Young JLieven^ 
and my ihip, having ftill fome water to re- 
ceive on board, remained here at anchor till 
the 9th, when we failed in the morning, and 
at night we cleared the ftraits of Sunda^ and 
got out to fea. The two other fliips had 
failed the day before. 

On the loth, at noon, we took our laft 
obfervation of Prince's Ifland, and in the af- 
ternoon, we loft light of yava, and fteered 
firft s.w. till in the fouth latitude of 9®, 
where we were lure of meeting w^th the 
fettled Ibutheallerly tradewind, and thence 
we diredted our courfe w.s.w. 

As foon as we were out at fea, we found 
that our Ihip was very leaky. We made 
eighteen inches water every watch, fo that 
we were obliged to keep the pumps con- 
tinually ^t work. However narrowly we 
fearched, we could not find where the leak 
was, till about a month afterwards ; when 
we accidentally dilcovered that there was a 
hole in the bowy on the larboard fide, two 

feet 
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feet under water. The carpenter contrived, 
with much difficulty, to ram in. a wooden 
plug on the outfide ; for we could not get 
at it within the fhip. This reduced the in- 
road of the water by one-half ; but the leak 
was by no means flopped, and our pumps 
were frequently choaked by the pepper, and 
We were forced to lift them out, to clear them 
again. 

The day after we were out at fea, we 
lofl fight of the Young Lieven, which ffiip 
outfailed us by foil one-third, although 
Captain Hart and I had agreed to keep in 
company. 

On the 17th, at five o’clock, p.m. we 
faw a folar eclipfe, but we could take no 
obfervation of its beginning, for the fun 
was, at that time, obfcured by clouds ; 
neither could we obferve the end, for the 
fun fet at fix o’clock, before the eclipfe was 
over. 

We proceeded pleafantly on our voyage, 
with the foutheaft tradewind, which carried 
us quickly on, and paffing the tropic of 
capricorn to the fouth, on the a 8th of No- 
vember, we computed on the 7th of De- 
cember, that we were abreaft of the ifland 

Madagajcai\ 
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Madagafcar. We perceived alfb, fevcral 
iigns of land, and faw much red blubber 
floating on the water. Hence we fleered 
weft by fouth, to the latitude of 34!“, and 
theijce due weft, towards the reef of An-* 
guillas. 

The fbutheaft tradewind began to fhift in 
the fouth latitude of 26*, and we met with 
variable winds, which were, however, very 
favourable. The compafles fhewed the 
greateft variation of 25® and 26° N.w. be.. 
tween 62° and 50° eaft longitude ; and far^ 
ther to the weft, the variation began gra.» 
dually to decreafe. 

On the 2 1 ft of December, we obferved a 
change in the colour of the water, from a 
clear blue, to dark green, and a high fea 
rolled in from the s .w. Thefe were indica..' 
tions that we were near the reef of 
guillas-, and at funnel, we founded in feventy 
fathoms, grey fend with ftiells. 

This reef ftretcfaes out from the conti.. 
nent, as far as ,^6'* fouth latitude, and per«' 
haps farther, but the foundings are, in feme 
places, thereabouts, two hundred fathoms. 
By the depth and the nature of the bottom 
upon the reef, you m^y know whether you 

are 
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are to the eaftward, or to the weftward ot 
Anguillas, To the eaftward, the 
ground is hard, and to the weftward, lott, 
Ibofe mud, with a much greater depth ; lo 
that having paffed the cape to the weft, you 
get out of foundings by degrees. 

The heavy feas, that are occafione y 
the ftorms, which are fo frequently met 
with, on the reef, make it a very dangerous 
part of the navigation, and the Company 
have loft, in confequence, many ftups j e pe- 
cially of the fecond divifion, or thofe tha 
come upon the reef in the months of April 
and May, at which time the weather is t e 
moft ftormy. Ships going to the Cape ^ 
Good Hope cannot avoid paffing over t e 
reef, in order to be certain of their longi- 
tude, and not to overOioot the cape. On 
account, however, of the danger attending 
it, orders were given by the Compai^, m 
the years 1767 and 1768, for their ftups, 

which paffed here in that time of the year, 

to haul in upon the outfide of the reef, m 
order to afcertain their fituation, and rec- 
tify their eftimation ; but on meeting wit 
foundings, then to ftand diredly fout , m 
order to run round the reef, without ouc 
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ing at the Cape of Good Hope ; but inftead 
of that, to touch at St. Helena^ for refrefh- 
ment. This mode, however, proved to be 
attended with worfe confequences ; and all 
their fhips are accordingly again allowed to 
touch at the Cape of Good Hope, except the 
laft fhip, which refrefhes at St. Helena. 

On the 23d of December, we had, at 
noon, a glimpfe of the land of Africa, but 
loon loll: fight of it, nor could we, on ac- 
count of the hazinefs of the weather, difi- 
tinguifli what part of it we had feen. 

On the 25th, we faw it again, with a 
clear Iky, in 34® 57' fouth latitude. The 
land appeared with a deep inlet, or bay, the 
weft point of which Hoped down into the 
fea ; and behind it we faw high rugged 
mountains, fituated far inland. The beach 
was very low and fandy. To the north, 
were fome irregular white eminences, re- 
fembling chalkhills ; and a little more to 
the eaftward, we law a hill, forming a regu- 
lar arch. We could fee land to the weft- 
ward, from the mafthead, appearing like two 
round hummocks. We few a thick fmoke 
rifing inland ; hence we concluded, that we 
were before Vleefcb, otFleJh IBay . 


In 
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In the night, and part of the following 
day, we had a ftorm from the weftward, 
with a high fea, which llrained the ihip 
very much. This wefterly wind continued 
till the zStfa, when it came round to the s.e. 
and the next day we ran in fight of Cape des 
Anguillai^ and the fteep headland of Rio Dolce. 
This laft is very remarkable, and fhews like 
Portland Point in the Britilh Channel. 

Redlining our ellimation here, we found 
that fince our laft obfervation, at Princess 
Ifland,we were 3® 9% or 39 leagues, more to 
the weftward, than by the Ihip’s reckoning. 
At the fame time we faw a large fhip to the 
northward, which we loft fight of in the 
evening ; we afterwards found that fhe was 
the Young Lleven, who had left the ftraits of 
Sunda, in company with us. 

The next day, being the 36th of Decem- 
ber, we found ourfelves, at funrife, abreaft 
oi Palfe Bay, and fleered our courfe for Ta- 
bk Ptz.'g. At noon we were in fight of the 
Ziiords Mountain, for which we fleered j and 
afterwards for Sandhill Point ; before, how- 
ever, we got fo far, we were becalmed un- 
der the Dion' s-bead, and we could not fteer 
the (hip, while it blew a ftorm from the 

foutheaft. 
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tehcaft, a <iuarterof a league 
ter having been becalmed about half an , 

U got a breeze, which foon earned us off 
lore; but reaching Sandhill Point, it en- 
creafed to fuch a ftiff gule. and was acepm- 
panied with fuchviolent fquaUs, falhng down 
from the mountains, that we found it im- 
poffible to work into the road ; ^d we a^ 
cordinglyrefolve'd to run for Robben, m 
Ifland, and anchor under it. “ ™' 

ehor in the road of this ifland, in fifteen fa- 
thoms, fandy bottom, and found lying here 
the fliip rmng Linen, which had reached the 
smehorage three hours before us. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Anchorage in Table Bay. — Departure from the 
Cape of Good Hop ^St. Helena, 
— Of Ascension Iftand. — ‘The Grafs-fea,-—Ani~ 
fnalcula found in the floating Seaweed. — Council 
held by the Commodore.^ — Puffdge to the Weft of 
the Azores — Narrative of a Woman, ‘mho bad 
enlijled as a Sddier. — Meeting with the crutjing 
Frigates off Lizard Point, — Arrival at the 
Tsxel, 

On the following day, in the morning, 
the Company’s officer, ftationed on the 
ifland, came on board, and brought refrefh- 
ments for the crew, confiftmg of twelve 
fheep and fome vegetables, This is the 
allowance delivered to every Company’sihip, 
that anchors at the ifland. 

On the ift of January 1771, the wind 
veering, in the morning, to the n.w. we 
weighed anchor, together with the Young 
Lieven, and fleered for the road ; but when 
we were about a quarter of a league from 
the anchoring-ground, the fbutheaft wind 
hurft upon us, over the mountains, fb that 
we were obliged to come to an anchor, in 

the 
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^ the wind continued to blow m violent 
fqnalls, we could not reach the inner r®d 
^fore the 3d, on which day we caft anchor 
ihere,at teno’clock, a.m. andweimmettotely 
moored our fhip, ftem and ftein, Mutin 
the commodore of the homeward 8“'.' ” * 
eleven guns, which was returned us with the 

feme number. , 

We found feven (hips of the homeward 

ieet, lying at anchor here, viz. ' ^ ^ 
tenburg, the Nimw Rim, the ^ af - 
tmetla Conradina, the Cornelu, Hilkgmda, 
the roung Samuel, the yi>»»g itroen, and the 

Ridderkerk. , 

The arrived on the ^th, t 

F/afeon the 13*, and the Daf«r»W, 

on the ,ift. Thislafthad,. fome time be- 
fore, anchored under 2?t>Wr» Ifland, Luther 

cable breaking, in a gale of wind, flie ha 

been driven out to fea. 

After a ftay of full five weeks, during 

which the crews partook of the ufual re- 
frefhmeats of the place, fix of the ips 
belonging to the homeward fleet, one of 
which was flie commodore’s, received or- 
ders to faU for Holland. Thefe were, the 

. Vir 
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Kroonenhurg, the Huts ter Mye, the Totmg 
Samuel, the hady Antmetta Conradina, the 
Flujhing, and the Ridderkerk ; the Cornelia 
Hilkgonda, had failed on the loth of Janu- 
ary, as forerunner. 

On the yth of February, we received 
our final difpatches from the governor of the 
Cape of Good Hope, together with orders, 
to keep in company with the commodore. 
We, however, lay ftill, till the 9th, as the 
violence of the foutheaft wind prevented 
any of the fliips from weighing till then. 
On that day we all let fail, and about noon 
we got out of the bay, and each of the 
(hips faluting the commodore with eleven 
guns, we fleered to the w.i'i.w. 

At lunfet, we took our lafl obfervation of 
the land of Africa, the Fable Mountain^ 
bearing s.e. ten leagues off. 

The next day, at noon, we changed our 
courfe to N.w. by fignal from the com- 
modore, and fleered for the latitude of the 
St. Helena. 

Our fhip was now perfectly tight. The 
leak, which we had difeovered at fea, had 
been repaired at the Cape. We found under 
the flieathing, a feam in the fhip’s fide, that 

was 
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was entirely open, fo that it was a great hap- 
pinef- that the iheathing was but little da* 
maged ; for, if this had been wholly gone# 
where the feam lay that was open, wo 
Ihould have had much difficulty to keep the 
fhip above water* We did not perceive the 
leaft leakinefs, during the remainder of the 
voyage, and were not once obliged to pump, 
from the Cape to the Channel. 

The favourable wind, with which we 
had left the road of the Cape, foon brought 
us into the foutheaft tradewind ; with 
which we ran in fight of the ifland Sf, He~ 
lena^ on the 26th of February. 

This ifland, which lies in the fouth lati- 
tude of 16°, and full 13° eaft longitude from 
the meridian of Teneriffct is high, and moun- 
tainous, and has a barren appearance, in 
paffing by. The Englifh have taken pof- 
feflion of it, and eftablifhed it, fon a place 
of refrefliment, for their Eaft-Indiamen. 
Our fhips, likewife, in cafe of neceffity, 
fbmetimes touch there. 

Lofing fight of St. Helena^ the following 
morning, we continued to fleer n.w. and 
on the 5th of March, we made the ifland 
AJcenfionf and failed clofe under it. 

The 
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The latitude of this ifland is about 8® 
fouth, and its longitude 4!° : it is alio high 
and mountainous, yet not fo much fo as 
St. Helena ; it is, like wife, fmaller in cir- 
cumference. It is uninhabited, and per- 
fedily fterile, being aim oft nothing but a 
bare rock. It, however, affords freffi wa- 
ter, though the watering-place is difficult of 
accefs. The beach abounds in turtles, who 
lay their eggs in the fund, in order to be 
hatched by the heat of the fun. The Danes 
frequently vifit this ifland, for the fake of 
procuring a flipply of turtle. 

We faw, as we failed by, heavy breakers 
foaming on its eaft fide, to a confiderable 
diftance from the ifland. 

On the 13th of March, we paffed the 
equator, in the longitude of 356°. The 
fbutheaft tradewind failed us in the third 
degree of north latitude, and ran round to 
the northeaft, with which we purfued our 
voyage, failing clofe-hauled by the wind. 

As our fhip was the flow eft failer of the 
fleet, we w^ere obliged to carry a prefs of 
fail, in order to keep up with the others, 
whereby we fplit our maintopmaft. 

On the 31ft of March, I loft my fecond 

lieutenant. 
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lieutenant, Henry Versurg, who had been 
unfit for duty, by ficknefs, from the begin- 
ning of Decerabe . 

On the 2d of April, in the north latitude 
of 22°, we faw, for the firft time, the fea- 
weed, called gulph-weed*. This feaweed 
confifts of fmall green bunches, large fields 
of which are fometimes feen floating on the 
water; they are moftly difpofed in long 
bands, feparated from each other by narrow 
intervals, and lying longitudinally in the 
diredlion of the winds, which generally blow 
here, between n.n.e. and e.n.e. It is as 
yet unknown, whether this weed grows upon 
the furface of the fea, or whether it is pro- 
duced at the bottom, and afterwards rifes to 
the fuperficiesf . It is worthy of obfervation, 
that it is not found, in fuch large quantities, 
in any other part of the ocean ; whence, and 
from its verdant appearance, the fea here- 
abouts is called the grafs-fea, by the feamen. 
The depth is here, as elfewhere in the main 

* Fucus natans^ 

f Dr. THUNBEILG^ the latefl fdenrific voyager, who faya 
any thing concerning thi$ marine produdion, is of opiiiion,^ 
that it grows as it floats .in the water, and iboots forth new 
ihoots af the extremities, which grow larger by degrees^ 
Thunberg’s Travels, vol* iv. p. 2^76* f*. 
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ocean, tinfatliomable. It is between the lati- 
tudes of 21* and 34® north, that this fea- 
weed is tooftly met with, decreafing thence 
^daily, in quantity, to 38® or 39®, where it 
wholly difappears. Neither is any of it feen 
to the eaflward of the Cape Verde or Canary 
Hands, lb that it muft be produced, or col- 
lected, far to the wcftward of thefe iflands. 
A great number of marine animalculae, in- 
finitely various in Ihape, are harboured in 
this feagrafs : Ibme of them are as large as 
the joint of a finger. They are familiarly 
eaOed feacows, lealions, &c. in allufion 
to fiich known land-animals as they refemble 
the neareft in Ihape *. Their fubftance is a 
thick flime, fo that they cannot be preferv- 
ed, either in Ipirits, or in any other way. 

On the 3d of April, we pafled the tropic of 
cancer, and on the following day, the com- 
modore made the fignal for all the captains 
of the fleet to come on board. 

As Iboft as we were alfembled, which was 

* Dr. TtftiNSERG^ enumerates, among the animals which 
he met with in this feaweed, ih.t fdagka^ the caMSf 

minutuSi and tht Uphms bifirh% and Captain Steoman par- 
^ulanzes the or feahorfe, which hfe aptly com-* 

pares to the chevalier or knight of a chefsboard, 

at 
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at eight o’clock in the morning, we were 
formed into a council, in which the fecret 
papers and orders committed to the com- 
modore, at the Cape of Good Hope, with 
dire6i:ions not to open them, till the fleet was 
in the prefent latitude, were read. They 
contained, a defignation of the place, where 
we were to look out for the fhips of war, 
which were cruifing to meet us, being the 
Lizard Point in the Channel, and the pri- 
vate fignals of recognizance of them. 

After this, we lat ii> judgment on the 
crime of one of the crew of the Lady Anto- 
netta Conradina, who, being found guilty of 
mutiny, was fentenced to be ducked three 
times from the mainyard, to be leverely 
flogged before the mafl:, and afterwards re- 
moved to the Ihip Flujhing ; which fentence 
was immediately put in execution. 

Having thus concluded our bufinefi, we 
{pent the remainder of the day in merri- 
ment ; and at funfet we returned on board 
of our own Ihips, faluting the commodore 
with eleven guns from each. 

Our north latitude, at noon, that day, was 
54® 49', and our longitude, by the average 
computation of all the Ihips, 338® 49". 


The 
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The northeaft tradewind left us the follow- 
ing day, and was fucceeded, firft by calms, 
and afterwards by wefterly and variable 
winds. Theie were fbmetimes pretty high, 
and occafioned fb great a fwell of the fea, 
that it at times broke over us. On the i8th 
and 19th of April efpecially, we had a high 
wind and fea, with which we ran paft the 
iflands Corvo and Flores, which are the mplt 
Wefterly of the Azores, leaving them, how- 
ever, out of light, on our right. 

Hitherto, nothing of material conlequence 
had happened on board of my Ihip, during 
the time we had been at fea, which is rather 
a lingular circumftance in fetch voyages ; 
but on the 2d of May, we met with an un- 
cxpeded occurrence, which had no relation 
to the Ihip’s affairs. 

A woman, one Margaret Reymers, 
had dilguifed herfelf in men’s clothes, in the 
beginning of the laft year, and had enlifted 
as a foldier on board of the Ihip Schaonzicht i 
Ihe had long kept her fex concealed, but 
being at laft difcovered, Ihe was put on 
fhore at the Cape of Good Hope, and kept 
there, in order to be fent back to Holland, 
by the homeward fleet. The governor of 

the 
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the Cape made choice of my fhip -for’ that 
purpofe, as there was a lady .oa board* whp' 
had taken her paflage with me from Batawa 
fgr Holland; and whom this woman was to 
iferye,. as a maid, dming the voyage. The 
m jftrefs had hitherto obferved nothing ami# 
in her fervant* nor the leaf}: Jgns- of preg- 
nancy, till the moment that fhe heard the 
crying of a child’, the maid being, then, as 
Ihe thought^ lying afleep on a eheft in her 
room. The furgepn being called,, we found 
that the woman had been- delivered of a 
female child j and the mother tohJ him that 
the father of it, was a furgeon’s mate at the 
Cape of Good Hope. Some djays afterwards* 
I had the curiolity to afk her, what had in- 
duced her to go to India as a fbldier ; flie 
anfwered, that the was a farmer’s daughter, 
in the duchy of Oldenburg^ and had left her 
native country, on account of ill treatment > 
that coming to Hamburgh, the there met 
with a Dutch recruiting officer, who advifed 
her to put on male attire, laying, that if fbe 
would go to India!, which he would affi# her 
to do, Ihe would make her fortune ; he, 
accordingly, conveyed her to Rotterdam^ 
■whence fhe had been put on board of 

the 
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th6 Schomzieht ; fhe had reiHaiiied uiirioticed 
■for two months on board, but at laff the firfl: 
lieutenant diicovered her. At the Cape, 
fhe had been weak enough, fhe laid, fcr 
lifteii to the profefficais of the furgeon’s mate, 
who had feduccd her, and who, after re- 
peated promiles of marriage, haviiig^gother 
with child, had abandon’ed her. She Was in 
the fixth month of her pregnancy, when' fite 
came on board, aiid had hoped that thelhijr 
would have reached its deftination before the 
time of her delirei^. She was between 
twenty-three and twenty-four years of age, 
tall, and of a large and coarfe makci by 
which Ihe could eafily pafe for a man, in her 
Ibldiers’ unifornu 

Three days after this event, we came into 
foundings, in the chops of the Channel, 
xiiiiety fathom ; but the vidtent eafterly winds 
prevented us from making the SciUy iflands 
till the n th of May, when we got fight of 
them, at noon. 

At four o’clock, p.m. two Texel pilots 
came on board of us, and others on board of 
the other Ihips of the l^uadron, bound to the 
^exel. 

The next day, at fcven o’clodk, a.m. we 

faw 
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ikw the two £hips of war, that were cruifing 
for us, off Lizard Point ; and our commodore 
flood towards them. About nine o’clock, 
he made the private fignal of recognizance, 
which was anfwered by one of the frigates. 

When we W'ere within about half a league 
of them, our commodore laluted with thir- 
teen guns, and flruck his flag, but which, as 
fbon as the frigate had returned his falute, he 
hoifted again. This occafioned much mif- 
underftanding between the commodore of 
the homeward fleet, who infifted upon con- 
tinuing to bear bis commodore’s flag, and 
Captain Van Bra am, commander of the 
two frigates, who would not fuffer this, and 
would only allow the commodore to carry an 
enfign at the maintop. To this he was at 
laft obliged to fubmit, after we had been de- 
tained for five or fix hours during a favour- 
able gale, by the boats going backwards 
and forwards, in order to bring the com- 
modore to reafon, and to fettle this pundlilio, 
By our obfervation at the Lizard Point, 
we found, that fince our laft obfervation, off 
the ifland Afcenjion^ on the 5th of March, 
we were 4* 32', or 45 leagues, more to the 
Wcftward, than by computation, 


At 
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At funfet, we made fail, in company with 
both the frigates, fleering for the Start 
Point. 

The next morning, the commander made 
a fignal for all captains of fhips to come on 
board, when I found that this was our States’ 
frigate the Thetis^ under the command of 
Captain William Van Braam, and the 
other, the S'riton, Captain Raders, which 
lafl was to convoy us farther, to the ports to 
which we were bound. 

Being returned on board of our own fhips. 
Captain Van Braam, made the fignal tc 
feparate, and returned to his cruifing flation 
off the Lizard Point, returning, when he 
left uS, with eleven guns, the faiute of thir- 
teen, given by the commodore of the home- 
ward fleet. 

While we were lying by, all the fhips of 
the fleet were examined by two officers of 
the Thetis. 

We met with eaflerly winds and calms in 
our pallage up the Channel, fo that it was 
only on the aad of May, that we pafled 
the Straits of Dover ^ and entered the North 

On the following day, the Young Samuek 

the 
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the Fluping, aji4 the J^ady Jmnetfa 0m- 
radina, feparated from us, the firft for Zmr‘ 
4and, and the two laft for Goeree*. 

At nine o’clock, a.m. on the 24th of May, 
we difcovered the coaft of Holland, and at ten, 
we law the fleeple of Kgmsnd- Shortly after- 
wards the frigate made the fignal fof pufhing 
on. We fainted with eleven guns, arid were 
anfwered with five. We then worked up for 
the Tejfcl roads, and at five o’clock, 
we came to anchor, in the. fbuth gut, falut- 
ing the road with eleven guns ; and on 
the 26th of May, the crew were difchatged. 
by the direftor Beaumont. 

* Aji ifland at the entrance of the Mttffe. T, 
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BOOK II. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPEC.TtNa UK® ISiAffa 
OF JAVA. 

CHAPTER L 

Situation of Java. — Straits of Svnda. — ^Prince’s 
^and : — Dwars in den Weg. — Bay of Am- 
JE-R. — Claim- of the Dutch Eaft^ India Compatgp 
to the Sowreignty of the Straite- ofSvss^A . — sB«y- 
of BmrrAU.-^Road: of Batavia. — Kingdom- of 
JBantam; — Tributary to the Company. — Speech 
made on the Appointment of, a Succejfor to tht 
Throne^-^Empire of Jaccatra. — Of Cheri.> 

RON, Gf the SoESOEIiOENAM,, OT EfttperoT cf 

Java.— C y the Sultan. — Principality of Ma-^ 
DURA. — Political Conduli of the Company towards 
the^native Princes, 

The Jfland of yavOf which is one of the 
largeft of thofe conftituting the gteat Ori- 
ental Archipelago^ is lituated, between 6’ 
and 9“ fouth latitude, and extends from 
J20® to 131® eafl longitude from ‘tenerijfe^ 

being 
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being one hundred and fixty-five Dutch 
miles in length. It lies nearly in the diredlion 
of eail: and weft. To the fouth, and to the 
weft, its fliores are waftied by the fouthern 
Indian Ocean ; to the northweft of it, lies 
the ifland of Sumatra ; to the north, Borneo ; 
to the northeaft, Celebes ; and to the eaft 
that of Bali: from which laft it is feparated 
by a narrow paflage, called the Straits of 
Bali. The arm of the fea which runs be- 
tween Java and Sumatra, is known by the 
appellation of the Straits of Sunda. The 
length of this channel, is, on the Sumatra 
fide, taken from the Fiat Point, to Varkens, 
or Hog Point, fifteen German miles ; and, 
on the Java Side, from the firft point, or 
Java Head, to the point of Bantam, full 
twenty. In the mouth of the ftrait, lies 
Prince'^ Ifland, about a league and a half 
from the coaft of Java, and full fix leagues 
from that of Sumatra. 

Prince’s Ifland, is low, and only about 
four leagues in circumference. It has, how- 
ever, two hills, one at its eaft end, and the 
other a little more to the fouth, which make 
it vhible at a moderate diftance, elpecially 
the hill, which lies at the eaft end, and which 

is 
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is accordingly called the high hill, by nayj- 
gators *. 

There is a ftone reef at its s.w. fide, 
which, according to the charts, extends a 
league and a half out to fea, and is dan- 
gerous for the Ihips which pals through the 
paflage between this ifland and Jaw. 
Prince's Ifland is covered with trees, and 
afFords an agreeable prolpefl: to the palling 
feamen : it is inhabited by Javanele, who 
fublifl; by filhing. 

By the fituation of this ifland, at the en- 
trance of the ftraits of Sunda, zxt formed 
two paflages j the one, running between 
Pmri?’s Ifland and yavay has been called 
the Behouden^ or Secured Paffage^zadi is made 
ufe of, for the moft part, by thofe Ihips 
which have to pals the ftraits, during the 
Ibutheall monlbon, in order, that, lailrng 
dole in with the Ihore of they may 

loon get within anchoring-depth, and not be 
in danger of being driven out to fea again, 
by the currents, which at that time of the 

* The Engliih call it the Pike: m Lieut Cook’s voyage 
in the Endeavour, there is a more ample account of this 
jflandf T, 


year. 



H 2:®4 I 

j«a¥, fet flrrongly out of the" f^raitSi to the 
weftward. 

The other paffage, which is called by 
fesEfieB, M Gr&oU Gat, or the Great Ckmnek 
femeti«nes ferves alfo as an entrance to the 
ftraitSj during the foutheafl monloon ; but 
ic is with the greated: difficulty, and after 
iS continued draggling with thefoutheafteriy 
winds,, and the currents, that this can be 
c^^iSed i and- it is not- an uiifrequeat cir- 
cumftance that five or fix weeks are fpent, 
in working up' a> di'ftanc'e, which, in the weft 
monlbon, is often' failed over, in twice as 
many hours. 

The Eaft-India Company’s Ihip* Lmiem- 
burg. Captain Roem; affords an inftance' 
hereof: fhe failed on the ad of June,: Vfb^\ 
from the bay of Punto and came in 

fight of the Flat' Point of Sumatra, 
entrance of the ftraitSj oh the 24th of July, 
but could not get upon the anchoring- 
ground, under the Ihore of till the 
2«ft of November. It was, however/ 
markable,, that the Ihip Torenviiet, which 
failed in company with Luxemburg, from 
Punto Gallo, reached Batavia, full three 
months before her ; and hence appears how 

much 
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XPficb fbmetimes one ftip k either a better 
iailer, or ha^ better fort^iae thaa another, 
though leamanfhip aad knowledge fee aposi 
an equal footing. 

Notwithftanding the difficulty pf enters 
ing the ftraits on thia fide, when thefe con- 
trary winds and cuiTents are in force, yet 
almoft all the Ihipa which fall to leeward, 
upon the weft coaft oi Burftatr a-, as well a? 
thbfe which pome from Bwah Mahb^*. 
Ceylm, Coromandelt or other places 

in the weft of India, are obliged to pa& 
through this channel, as it is fcarcely pol- 
fible for them to reach the windward fh<^e 
pf in the teeth of the foutheaft mon- 
fpon, and they therefore cannot avail of the 
pther paflage. That this, however, is iiol; 
wholly iippraffticable, appeared by the 
the Yomg Uevetty and the who in the 
month of June, 1 7 70, effedled it yet foch 
cafes are extrenaely rar?. 

The entrance of the %aits, on this fide, 
affords an uncommoaly pkafing prolpedi, 
near the Sumatran ffiore. Firft, the Fkt 
Point, which h low, and covered, with trees, 
and behind it the majeftic mountains of 
Sumatraf. rifing with a gradual, afeent, and 

reaching 
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reaching to the clouds; a little more for- 
ward, the Keizersy or Emperors Ifland, lifts 
its high and Ipiry fummit ; farther on, the 
iflands Kraketau, Slybzee^ and Pulo Bicky or 
the Ifland, Ihew their mountains covered 
with ever- verdant woods. The oppofite 
coafl: of Java is not inferior to this, and im- 
proves continually in appearance, as you pals 
along it, affording at the fame time good 
anchorage, which is not to be met with on 
the Sumatra fide. The numerous groves of 
cocoanut-palms, and the rice-fields in the 
background, give the moft pleafing ideas of 
the fertility of the foil. 

Twelve or thirteen leagues from Prince’s 
Ifland, in the narroweft part of the ftrait, 
and oppofite to Far kens y or Hog Point of 
Sumatruy lies an ifland, that, on account 
of its fituation, exadly in the middle of 
the channel, has, with great propriety, ob- 
tained the name of Dnvars in den JFegy 
Thwart the Wayy or Middle IJle. It is low, 
and of little extent, with fome fmall reefs, 
which ftretch out from it here and there. 
Like all the iflands in thefe feas, it is co- 
vered with wood, and, as far as I know, it 
is uninhabited. 


A i^rong 
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A ftrong current runs through the paC> 
iages on either fide of this ifland, during the 
whole year, letting, with the prevailing 
eafterly or wefterly winds, either to the 
nortbeaft or to the fbuthweft, although it 
fometimes happens, that the current runs 
contrary to the diredion of the wind, for a 
Ihort time. Between Dwars in den Weg and 
the coafl: of Java^ and farther on to the point 
of Bantam, there appears tobe a fettled cur- 
rent, independent of the wind ; at leaft I 
found, when, in the month of June, com- 
ing from Bengal, with the Ihip Cornelia Hih 
legonda, I lay at anchor, for a day and a half, 
in the bay of Anjer, over again ft: Dwars in 
den Weg, that the cu/rent changed its courfe 
to a. contrary direflion, twice in four-and- 
twenty hours j that, however, which flowed 
towards the ftraits, was full as ftrong again, 
as that which fet the oppofite way : the s.e. 
monfoon was then at its height. I experi- 
enced the fame thing in the month of No- 
vember of the lame year, with the Ihip Huis 
ter Mye, though it was then in the latter end 
of the monlbon. 

Ships palfing out through the ftraits of 

Sunda, 
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Simda^ often anchor in the bay of Anjet^ ia 
order to take in their laft fupply of frefh 
water, ftom a rivnlet which runs from the 
mountains into the fca, at this place, clofe 
to a little grove of cocoanut-^trees. There 
is likewifc a Javanefe village, which is nn* 
der the jurifdiclion of the king of Bantam^ 
and which has crroneoufly been reckoned, 
by lomc travellers, among the large cities 
of though it has nothing that can be. 

conftrued into a town. 

Not far from this place, there is an iflet 
or rock, entirely overgrown with brufli- 
wood, which is called the Brabandfcb-boedje% 
and a little farther to the north, a fimilaf 
one, called the ^Bopfers-hoedje this laft is 
fteep and bold, having fifty fathom depth 
dole to it. 

The Dutch Eaft- India Company claim 
an abfolute fbvereignty over the Straits of 
Sunda, and this is acknowledged by all the 
other powers. The Company require the 
lalute, and have the fight of interdidling 
this paffiige to all other nations, though they 

* Thefe fmall iilands are called tbe C*/ and £uttm^ by t&e 


[ 209 3 

do not put their right in force*. This 
right is maintained as proceeding from the 
circumftance, that the land on both fides of 
the ftraits is tributary to the Company ; viz. 
the kingdom of Bantam on the Java fhore, 
and on the other fide the laud of Lampon, 
with that which lies farther weft ward, being 
conquered provinces belonging to Bantam. 
There is a refolution, on this fubjedt, of the 
council of India, and articles are included 
in the fecret orders, which are given to the 
Company’s fhips, bound to the weft of India, 
relpedting the falute to be required of the 
Ihips of other nations ; which order is not 
to be opened, unleft they chance to meet 
with fuch. 

From Anjer to the point of Bantam^ 
country appears, in general, with high 
mountains inland, and a foreland more level. 
From this point, which is the northernmoft 
extremity of ‘Jamat the land declines to the 
foutheaft, and makes a deep bay; and in 

* This claim has never been openly made by the Dutch, 
except indeed their putting fundry queftions to all Grange 
Ihips who pafs the ftraits, as circumftantially related in 
Cookes voyage in the Endeav&ur^ mzy be conllmed into &cb 
a claim ; and it would probably not be allowed, by the oth^r 
jiations who trade to India, if infilled upon* T. 


the 
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the fartheft part of the bight is fituatc the 
city of Bantam, of which I have already 
made fome mention, and lhall fay more 
refpeding it hereafter. 

From the point of Bontang, which forms 
the eaftern extremity of the bay of Bantapi, 
as that which we have juft mentioned does 
the weftern, the land is every where very 
low ; yet there are high mountains inland, 
among which the Blue mountain towers 
above the reft. Although this mountain 
lies at a great diftance, towards the fouth 
fide of the ifland, and foutheaft from Bata^ 
via, yet it is leen before Bantam. It was 
formerly, as is related, a volcano; but no- 
thing of this kind is at prefent perceivable. 

The navigation from this place to the 
road of Batavia, affords the moft agreeable 
profpedls, by the numerous finall iflands, 
covered with perpetual verdure, which are 
ftrewed, at it were, along the fea. The 
anchoring-ground is every Where very good, 
but there are many rocks, which are from 
ten to eighteen feet under water, and which 
fometimes occafiou much damage to the 
veflels that do not carefully avoid them. 
The government of Batavia, however, have 

caufed 
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caufed buoys to be placed upon them, moor- 
ed by heavy anchors ; and upon fome of 
them beacons are eredled ; but when theft 
are waflied away by the currents, the navi- 
gator muft avoid the rocks, by taking the 
bearings of the feverai iflanda. 

The road of Batavia is juftly efteemed 
one of the beft in the world, as well with 
regard to the anchoring-ground, which con- 
fifts of a foft clay, as with regard to the 
fafety it affords to the Ihips which anchor 
in it, and to the number which it can con- 
tain. Although the road is open from the 
N.w. to E.N.E. and eaft, yet fhips lie as 
fecure and quiet as if they were landlocked, 
on account of the numerous iflands which 
lie on that fide, and break the force of the 
waves. Ships, therefore, are never obliged 
to moor ftem and flern here ; and the cur- 
rent which runs within the iflands is not 
llrong, but without them it is very violent. 

In the road, nearefl: to the town-, lies a 
guardfbip, commonly called the admiral- 
fhip, with an enfign at the top, from which, 
both in the day and in the night, fuch fig- 
nals are made to the other Ihips in the road, 
as the commanding officer Ihall think need- 
ful. 



ful. For fcvcral years paft, it has been re- 
gulated, that one of the captains of the 
ihips in the road, fliould keep guard on 
board this thip, in order that, in cafe of ac- 
cident, by fire or otherwife, there may be 
always ibmebody at hand, to give the ne- 
ceflary diredtions, as the other captains of 
the velTels generally pafs the night in the 
city. On fuch occafioiis, a fignal is made 
from the admiral-fliip, to give information, 
in order that the neceflary affiftance be im- 
mediately fent from the Ihore. 

Before I fay any thing of Batavia, it will 
not be improper to relate how far the power 
of the Eaft-India Company extends over the 
whole ifland of yava. This is divided into 
four empires, or kingdoms, which are, either 
wholly or in part, fubjtdl to the dominion 
of the Company. 

The firft, to begin from the weft, is the 
kingdom of Bantam j this is governed by its 
own kings, with full power of life and 
death over their fubjedts ; yet they are tri- 
butary to the Company, paying a yearly 
acknowledgment of a hundred bhars of 
pepper, or 37»5oo pounds weight. Befide 
which, there is a ftridt engagement entered 
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into by the king, not to fell any pepper, or 
any thing die of the produce of his country, 
to other nations. It muft all be delivered 
to the Company, for a certain ftipulated 
price. And this does not folely regard the 
pepper, produced in his dominions in yava, 
but iikewife all that is grown in his other 
territories, his conquered provinces, fituated 
in the great ifland of Borneo, and in Suma~ 
(ra, which Iikewife yield much pepper ; and 
fhe Company have accordingly relidencies 
eftablilhed, in the firft, at Banjermajjing, and 
in the laft, at Lampon Tculabou’wa, which 
lerve, in the fame way as Fort Speelwyk 
does at Bantam, to enforce the fulfilment of 
the treaties, and to prevent a contraband 
trade. 

The king of Bantam is alfo deprived of the 
power of appointing his own fuccefibr, and 
the Company nominate one of the royal 
family to lucceed him, as latterly took place 
in the year 1767. 

The fpeech made, on that occalion, by Mr., 
OssENBERG, Ordinary counfellor of India, 
who was deputed thither from Batdvia, to 
reprefent the 'united Dutch Eaft- India Com- 
pany, as lord paramount, appeared to me, 

from 
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from its peculiarity, well worthy of beittg 
literally inferted iw this place, as tranflated 
out of the Malay, which was the language 
in which it was delivered, as follows : 

“ Hi& excellency the governor general, 
« and the honourable the council of India, 
“ having thought fit andrefolved, to appoint 
“ me, as their commiffary plenipotentiary 
“ to the court of Bantam, in order, at the 
« requeft of the king, to propofe and ap» 
“ point, his majefty’s eldeft fon Pangorang 
« (prince) Gusti, as hereditary prince, and 
“ ihcceffor to the empire of Bantam % and, 
“ this defirable period being now arrived, 
« in confequence, I, the commiffary afore- 
“ faid, in the name and behalf of the ge- 
“ neral Eaft-India Company of the Nether- 
« lands, appoint the laid pangorang, to be 
“ pangorang ratoo, or hereditary prince, 
“ and heir to the crown and the whole 
“ empire of Bantam, by the title of Abdul 
“ Mofagir Mohamed Ali Joudeen. 

“ The commiffary experts, that the laid 
pangorang ratoo will, at all times, con- 
“ fider this, his important promotion, as a 
“ peculiar favour, and a great benefit con- 
“ ferred upon him by the honourable Com- 

“ pany ; 
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** pany; being adopted from this moment, as 
“ the grandfon of the Eaft-India Company of 
“ the Netherlands } and that he will hence- 
** forward, on all occafions, and in all times, 
** behave with integrity and gratitude to- 
“ wards them, obeying the commands of the 
“ honourable Company, and of the king his 
“ father, during his whole life.” 

After the appointment, this harangue 
was again read, by order of the commiffary, 
in the Malay language, in the prefenfee of 
the king his father, -of all the grandees of 
his court, and a number of the Company’s 
fervants, who had come from Batavia, and 
belonged to the retinue of the com miliary ; 
and the ceremony concluded with the play> 
ing of gomgoms, and other demonftratious 
of joy. 

The Jfecond empire in Java, is that of 
Jaccatra, which is bounded, to the call:, by 
that of Cheribon, and to the weft, by the 
Vingiom of Bantam. Jaccatra was for- 
merly governed by its own kings, but the 
laft of tbefe, having been fubdued by the 
arms of the Company in the year 1619, 
they have ever fince pofleffed it, by the right 
of conqueft, as fovereigns. It is under the 
immediate government of the governor ge- 
neral, 
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neral, and the council of India, and all the 
Jaccatra^ are therefore born the 
Company’s fubjeas. Before this revolution, 
Jaccatra was the capital of the empire, but 
Batavia^ which is built very near the for- 
mer, is now the chief place. 

The third empire, is that oi Chertbon. 
T his is at prefent under the dominion of 
thite different princes, who are independent 
of the Company, and fovereigns in their re- 
Ipeaive diftrias. Yet they are their allies, 
and, in the fame manner as the king of Ban- 
tam^ they are bound, by treaty, to fell all 
the produce of their territories, exclufively 
to the Company, and not to permit any 
other nation than the Dutch, to enter their 
dominions; for the due maintenance of which 
conditions, the Company likewife take care 
to guard and garrifon their feaports. 

Thefe princes would be the only ones in 
Jama, who pofleffed not only nominal, hut 
alfb real fbvereignty, were it not for the 
fituation of their dominions, which lie be- 
tween yaccatra, and the empire of the Soe~ 
foeboenam, or emperor of yava, who is alfo 
a dependant on the Company ; of whom they 
muft of courfe Hand in awe, and whofe 

wiflies 
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wifhes they rauft in every reipefi obferve; 
for if they do not, the Company make no 
fcruple of dethroning one prince, and 
eftablifhing another in his ftead. 

I'he Company exercifed their power in 
this refpedl, in the commencement of the 
year 1769. One of thefe Cheribon princes, 
not treating his fubjedis well, was put under 
arreft, by orders from the council of India, 
and baniihed to the caftle ViBoria, in the 
iiland of Amboyna ; while another prince of 
the blood was elevated to the vacant dig- 
nity, upon the condition, however, of his 
furniihing a certain annual fum of money, 
for the fupport of his imprifoned prede- 
cellbr. 

The fourth empire, is that of the Soejoehoe- 
nam, or emperor of Java, which is often called 
Soefoehoenam Mataram, from the place of his 
refidence. This empire, comprehended, of 
old, thegreatell: part of the ifland: that of 
Cheribon, once formed part of it, and it was 
then very powerful ; but, fince our nation 
has been ellablifhed here, it has loft much of 
its luftre and importance. Yet it remained 
undivided till about the middle of the pre- 
fent century, when the emperor, found him- 

felf 
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lelf fo much embaraffed, in confcquencc of 
the rebellion of Manko Boeni, a prince of 
the blood, that he made a ceffion of his ter- 
ritories to the Company, who, in return, 
granted him the half back again as their 
vaifal, and promifed him their protection, 
engaging: at the fame time, never to make 
any one emperor of ^ava^ who was not a 
prince of the imperial family. 

The empire being thus fplit into two 
parts, the other half, was, in the fame man- 
ner, given to Manko Boeni, as the Com- 
pany’s vaflal, under the title of Sultan^ with 
the like promife of protection, and the like en^* 
gagement never to nominate any other than 
princes of his family, as fucceflbrs to his 
dignity. This other half, therefore, confti- 
tutes the fifth empire of JaDa. 

To thefe may be added a fixth, though it 
does not properly belong to Java ; being a 
feparate ifland, but clofe to it. I mean the 
ifland and principality of Madura^ which is 
divided from Java, by a narrow flrait. It 
is under the government of a prince, who 
is equally a vaffal of the Company, who, on 
this account, alfb difpofe refpeCling the fuc- 
ceffion. 


All 


[ 219 ] 

All thefe princes are under engagements 
(as has already been noticed with relpcfit to 
Bantanii and to Cheribon J, to deliver the pro- 
duce of their rclpeftive countries to the 
Company alone, and not to fell any of it to 
any other nation ; likewife, not to enter 
into any connections, or treaties, with other 
powers ; and great care is taken, to en- 
force thefe conditions, by the Company, 
whofe numerous forts and garrifbns, along 
the whole north coaft of yava, render 
the contravention of them extremely dif- 
ficult, if not wholly impoffible, to the na- 
tive princes. 

Were they, however, all to unite againfl 
the Company, the latter would be in a very 
difagreeable predicament ; but their mutual 
and unceafing jealoufies and animofities, 
are fafeguards againil this. Though the 
Company’s government do not perhaps fo- 
ment, yet they do not extinguilh the flames 
of difeord ; which being always kept fhioul- 
dering, make one native prince prevent 
whatever another may defign againft the 
Company, by giving them immediate advice 
thereof. 

It was likewife for very fblid political 

reafbns. 
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reafons, that the empire of Java,Vf2ii allow- 
ed, or rather contrived, to be divided into 
two ftates } for fuch afi extent of territory 
as it formerly comprehended, would always 
have made whoever was its fble mafter, a 
daiigerous neighbour to the Company, where- 
as being now under the dominion of two 
different men, who are likewife irreCon- 
cileable enemies, it is eafily kept in entire 
fubjeftion. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Situation of Java. — Climate. — Land and Sea 
Winds. — Monjoons. — Thunder forms. — Rivers . — 
Produ^ions. — Pepper. — Rice.- — Sugar. — C fee . — 
Cotton-Tarn. — Salt. — Indigo. — Tmher. — Fruits. 
— Vafl Variety of them. — The Natives. — Their 
Char alter. - — Drefs. — Cufloms. dwellings. ~ 

Food. — Diverfions. — Religion. • — Phyf clans. •— 
Agriculture. 

Java is fituated, as we have before ob- 
ferved, to the ibuth of the equator, in a 
climate, which was thought uninhabitable 
by the ancients, on account of the fcorching 
heat, which they believed rendered the land 
there fo arid and barren, as to be unable to 
produce any thing for the fubfiftence of man. 
This opinion originated from their total ig- 
norance relpedting the interior parts of 
Africa, which lie between the tropics, as 
well as refpedling the Indies, and the great 
peninfula beyond the The im- 

provements of navigation, in modern times, 
have exploded this error, and proved that 
the lands near the equinodial, far from 

being 
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being infertile and uninhabited, on the con- 
trary, yield the palm in nothing, to lefs tor- 
rid regions, and are able to feed full as 
many inhabitants, as the moft fertile coun- 
try in the temperate climates, provided the 
land be but properly cultivated. 

The idea, that the heat mull be utterly 
inlupportable in thefe parts, is not fb abfiird, 
for the lun is twice a year vertically over 
them, and its rays flioot almoft always in a 
perpendicular line ; lb that it would, for cer- 
tain, be nearly as bad as was luppoled, if 
Nature herfelf did not come to their aflift- 
ance, by .the refrefliing land and fea-breezes, 
which blow here alternately, throughout the 
year, and lb far moderate the heat, as to 
make it bearable by moft men. As the 
riling and fetting of the fun, is likewife 
always nearly at the fame hour, and fcarcely 
differing more than a few minutes, the long 
nights confequently cool the air fo much, 
that in the morning, for an hour or two 
before daybreak, it may be rather faid to be 
cold than warm, elpecially for luch people 
as have refided here for feme time. 

From the month of July to November, 
which was the time of my laft ftay at Bata~ 
1 
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*uia^ the thermometer of Fahrenheit was 
always, in the hottefl part of the day, be- 
tween 84® and 90°, excepting only one day, 
when it rofe to 92° ; and in the greateft de- 
gree of coolnefs in the morning, it was fel- 
dom. lower than 76°. This thermometer 
was placed in the open air, in the city, 
ihaded both from the rays of the fun, and 
from their refieftion. 

The barometer undergoes little or no 
variation, and ftands for a whole year at 
twenty-nine inches ten lines, as 1 was in- 
formed by the Rev. Mr. Mo.hr, who made 
daily annotations thereof. 

The warmth of the air decreafes greatly, 
on appros.ching the mountains, which lie 
towards the fouthern parts of the ifland. 
Credible people diave aflurcd me, that at the 
country-feat of the governor general, which 
is called Buitenzarg (rural care), and is fitu- 
ated full fixteen Dutch miles fouth from 
Batavia t at the foot of the Blue mountains, 
the cold is fo great in the morning, that not 
only thick clothes are requifite, but it is 
difficult to become warm even with them *. 

The 

> Dr. Thunberg, who vifited both Buitmxorg ami the 
JSIiie mountains, feys, that tixe cEonate there was yeiy healthy 

iiBd 
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The land and fea- winds, of which men- 
tion has already been made, blow here every 
day, without exception. The fea-breeze, 
which, in the eaft monfoon is generally con- 
fined between e.n.e. and north, but in the 
weft monlbon runs as far as n.w. and farther, 
begins to blow, about eleven or twelve 
o’clock in the forenoon. It encreafes in the 
afternoon by degrees, till the evening, and 
then dies gradually away, till about eight 
or nine o’clock, it is perfectly calm. The 
land-wind then begins at midnight, or juft 
before, and continues till an hour or two 
after funrife, when it generally again falls 
calm, till the fea-breeze comes on at its ac- 
cuftomed hour. 

The year is divided into two feafons, one 
of which is called the eaji monfoon ^ ^ or dry 

and rcfrefliing, and the air, efpecklly in the moViiing and 
evening, not only cool, but abfolutely cold, infomuch, that, 
not having brought a great-coat with him, he was chilled, 
and perfeftly Ihivered with the cold evening air, in a coun* 
“ try, that lies almotl diredly under the equator.’’ 

* The word monfoon (in Dutch, is derived from 

moujjim^ which, in the Malay language, iignifies feafon. See 
Valentyn hefehry^tng vanOofi^lndie^ vol. ii, p. 136. 

Mr. Maes DEN, in his Hiftory of Sumatra^ page 13, fays^ 
that the word moojfeem^ of which the term monfoon appears to be 
a corruption, iignifies aye/jr, both in Arabic, and in Malay. T» 

feafbn, 
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{safoiit and the, other the mnfoonf or 
rainy feafbn. 

The eaft, or good monfbon (goedemoujjhn)^ 
commences in the months of April and May, 
and ends in the latter end of September, or 
the beginning of October. The tradewinds 
then* blow, about four or five leagues off 
fhore, and through the whole of the Indian 
feas, to the fbuth of the line, from the s.e. 
and E.s.E. at times, however, running as 
far as s.s.e. with fine dry weather, and a 
clear Iky, 

The weft, or bad monfbon (hwaade 
mmjfon)^ generally begins in the latter end 
of November, or the beginning of Decem- 
ber. The wind then often blows with great 
violence, and is accompanied by heavy tor- 
rents of rain, which render this feafbn very 
unhealthy, and a time of the greateft mor- 
tality. The fame winds are likewife found 
to prevail every where to the fbuth of the 
line. They continue till the latter end of 
February, or the beginning of March, and 
then are very variable, till April ; in which 
month, as I was informed, the eafterly 
winds begin to blow; hence thefe months, 
as likewife Odober and part of November, 

are 



are called the Ihifting months ; and thefe 
times of the breaking up of the monfoons, 
are eileemed, Batavia^ the moft unhealthy 
of all. 

It is very remarkable, that when the 
wefterly winds blow as far as nine or ten 
degrees to the fouth of the line, the con- 
trary takes place, at the fame time, and to 
the, fame diftance, to the north of it ; and 
wVe verja, when the wefterly winds prevail 
to the north, the eafterly winds blow to the 
Ibuth of the line ; which alternation is 
greatly helpful to the navigation weftward 
of yava. 

For fome years paft, it has been oblerved 
at Batavia, that the commeiicement of the 
monfoons begins to be very uncertain, fo that, 
neither their beginning, nor their end, can be 
depended upon, with fo much certainty, as 
formerly ; the caufe of which has not hither- 
to been difcovered. 

Thunderftorms are very frequent at Bafa~ 
via,, elpecially towards the conclufion of the 
monfoons, when they occur almoft every 
evening. They, however, moftly pais away 
without doing ajiy damage. I have noticed 
in ray journal the only two times, during 

my 
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my refidence there, that they did any; the 
nne, in the month of Auguft, 1769, whe^^ 
i was at the ifland Onruji, where the light- 
ning fell upon the powder-magazine, wholly 
deftroying the tiled roof, while it fortu- 
nately happened, that there was no powder, 
at that time, in the magazine ; the other, 
when it ftruck the fhip, the Admiral de Rut- 
ter , in Odiober, 1 770 ; both which accidents 
were however unaccompanied by the de- 
ftrudlion of any perfon. 

To the beft of my knowledge, there are 
no large rivers in Java^ navigable by vef- 
lels of even a moderate burden, but there 
are many fmall ones, which flowing down 
from the mountains, in a northerly direc- 
tion, run into the fea, all along the north 
coafl: ; they are, however, moftly choaked 
up at the mouth, by lands, or mudbanks, 
which render their entrances, at low water, 
very difficult to the fmallell veliels. 

On the bank, or bar, before Batavia, the 
flood rifes about flx feet, though at Ipring- 
tides, as every where, it is more. High and 
low water, likewife, only occur once infour- 
and-twenty hours. 

The produdfions which the ifland yields, 

are 



are confiderable, and of great importance to 
the Company ; more particularly for the laft 
thirty years, in which period, the cultiva- 
tion of coffee, and other articles, has been 
affiduoufly prolecuted and encouraged. 

The chief produce is pepper, which is 
moftly grown in the weffern part of the 
ifland. This Ipice is produced from a plant * 
of the vine kind, which twines its ten- 
drils round poles, or trees, like ivy or hops. 
The pepper corns grow in bunches, clofe to 
each other* They are firff green, but af- 
terwards turn black. When dried, they arc 
firft feparated from the duff, and partly from 
the outward membranous coat, by means of 
a kind of winnow, called a harp, and then 
laid up in warehoufes. This winnow, or 
harp^ is an oblong frame, with a bottom of 
iron wire, clofely tv^ifted, fo that the pep- 
percorns cannot pafs through it ; this is fft 
floping, and the ungarbled pepper rolling 
along it, frees itfelf from moft of its im- 
purities. 

The empire of Bantam^ with its depen- 
dencies at Lampon^ yield annually to the 


* Piper nigrum^ 



[ 2*9 ] 

Company, more than fix millions of pounds 
of this Ipice. This pepper is efteemcd the 
next heft to that which ‘comes from the 
coaft of Malabar. That from PaJembangt 
of which likewife a very confiderable quan- 
tity is delivered to the Company, as well 
as that of Borneo^ is of a much inferior 
quality 

The price, for which the king of Bantam 
is obliged to fell all the pepper, produced in 
his dominions, is fixed -at fix rixdollars, or 
fourteen gilders and eight ftivers per picol, 
of one hundred and twenty-five pounds ■f-. 

It has been the opinion of many, that the 
white pepper, is the fruit of a plant, dif- 
tindl from that which produces the black ; 
this, however, is not the cafe ; they are 
both the fame produ<^ion ; but the white is 
manufactured, by being laid in lime, which 
takes off its outer coat, and renders it 

* Sec ^ exa& quantides of the imports of pepper at 
tor om year, from all thefe places, in book iv, chap* 
|j of Mr. St AVoiLiNOs’'s fecond voyage, Tl 

f Equal to abont twenty-two ihillings fterling per hun* 
4red weight Englilh, or nearly twopence halfpenny per 
pound* ST* 


whitilh. 
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whitifh. This is done before the pepper is 
perfedly dry. 

Rice * is the fecond produdl of Java^ ziid. 
is colleded in large quantities, elpecially in 
the empire of Java proper. It grows 
chiefly in low, fenny ground. After it has 
been fown, and has fliot up, about two or 
three handbreadths, above the ground, it is 
traniplanted by little bundles, of fix or more 
plants, in rows ; then by the damming up 
of the many rivulets, which abound in this 
country, the rice is inundated, in the rainy 
leafon, and kept under water, till the ftalks 
have attained fufflcient ftrength ; when the 
land is drained, by opening the dams, and 
it is foon dried, by the great heat of the 
fun. 

At the time of the rice-harveft, the fields 
have piuch the fame appearance, as our 
wheat and barley-fields, and afford an equally 
rich fcene of golden uniformity. 

The fickle is not ufed in reaping the rice, 
but inftead of it a fmall knife, with which 
the ftalk is cut, about a foot under the ear ; 
this is done, one by one, and they are then 


^ Or^zajativ^^ 
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bound into flieaves, the tenth of which is the 
reward of the mower. 

The paddee, which is the name given to 
the rice, whilft in the hulk does not grow, 
like wheat and barley, in compact ears, but 
like oats, in loofe fpikes. It is not threlhed, 
to leparate it from the hulk, but ftamped in 
large wooden blocks, hollowed out; and the 
more it is llamped, the whiter it becomes 
when boiled. The native Indians, through- 
out the eaft, ufe this grain as bread, and as 
their principal food. 

yavahz^ been called the granary of the 
call, on account of the immenfe quantity 
of rice which it produces. The other 
illands in this neighbourhood, yield little or 
none, except Cslebesy where enough is grown 
to provide likewife Amboyna this ftalF 

of life. 

In the year 1 767, the quantity of leven 
thouland lafts, or thirty-one millions of 

* The following, befid?$ many others, are names applied 
to^ rice, in its different ftages of growth and preparation : 
paddee^ original name of the feed : oojjay^ grain of la ft feafon ; 
hmnee^ the rice-plants before tranfplantation ; bras^ or hray^ 
rice ftripped of its hufk; chart oop^ 'rice cleaned for boiling; 
boiled rice, &c. T, 
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pounds of rice was cequired, and fur- 
nifhed, for the confumption of Batavia^ Cey^ 
hn, and Banda^ from the ifland of Java. 

Sugar is likewife an article, which is 
produced in large quantities in yava, and 
brought to Batavia. The quantity of thir- 
teen millions of pounds, manufadlured in the 
year 1768 in the province of Jacatra alone, 
is fufficient to ihew, with v/hat luxuriance 
the fugarcane -f flour ilhes here. Much of 
it is exported to the weft of India, to Surat 
and the coaft of Malabar ^ and the reft to 
Europe. Moft of the fugarmills are kept 
and worked by Chinefe. 

A fourth produftion of the ifland, is cof- 
fee. The plantations of it are, however, 
peculiarly confined to the provinces of Che- 
ribon and yaccafra. The tree | which pro- 
duces this berry, was firft introduced into 
yavain 1722, or 1723, under the govern^ 
ment of the governor general Zwaarde- 
KRooN, who greatly encouraged the culti- 
vation of it, among the Javanele. It is at 

* 14,000 tons, or 280,000 cwt* ST. 

f Bacchdirim 
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prefent fb much multiplied, tliat in the 
year 1768, Jaccatra furnifhed 4,465,500 
pounds weight , to the Company, who paid 
no more, according to the beft of my know- 
ledge, than three rixdollars and a half, or 
eight gilders eight ftivers, per picol of a 
hundred and twenty-five pounds *. 

Cotton-yarn, is likewife an important ob- 
jeS of trade, which Java furniflies to the 
Company. It is Ipun bj the Javanefe, from 
the cotton Which is produced, in great 
plenty, in the interior parts. The province 
of "Jaccatra yielded, in 1768, no more than 
133 'picols, or 16,225 pounds, which was 
1875 pounds lels than ought to have been 
delivered by the Indians, according to the 
quota impofed upon them j but this deficiency 
was occafioned by a feafon of uncommon 
drought, by which the cotton-crop had been 
materially injured, 

Mr, St4vo«.xku$ correAs this llatement, with refpe^ to 
the pnee, in his fecond vopgc, where he informs ns, that the 
rate at which the Company paid for the coffee, was four rix- 
iollars per picol, being equal to about 14s, ilerling per 
cwt* ; but other accounts, make this article ftand them in the 
fame proportion as the pepper, twopence halfpenny per pound, 
or about iL %s, per cwt. : the fir|l is probably what is paid tQ 
the cultivators, and the iaft the 'invoice^value, being with the 
of the ebaafges, ST* 
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Salt, much of which is brought from 
Remhdng to Batavia, is equally an -article 
of trade for the company, who difpofe of 
it, for a handfome profit, at Sumatra''^ weft 
coaft. 

Another product of the country, is indigo, 
which is moftly fhipped to Europe. The 
culture of the plant which produces this 
dye *, is profecuted with vigour in the pro- 
vince of Jaccatra. In the year 1768, the 
natives were affelTedat 6,125 pounds, though 
they only furnifhed 2,875 pounds. 

Large quantities of heavy timber are alfo 
brought from the northeaft coaft of ’Java, to 
Batavia. This is not, in reality, a branch 
of trade for thef Company ; buj it is of great 
importance for fhip-building, and other pur- 
pofes •f. 

From all this, the great importance of 
this ifland to the Company, is very apparent. 
It produces fome of their moft confiderable 
articles of commerce, and provides the great- 
eft part of their Indian poffeffions with food, 

* tlnSloria^ 

•f See the more ample ^account given of the articles of 
trade of in book iv, chap, i, of Mr. Stavgrinus's 

fccond voyage. 


not 
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not to fay any thing of the laft mentioned 
advantage, of furnifhing materials for Ihip- 
building. 

The ifland is extremely abundant in fniit- 
bearing trees. In the firft place, there is 
the cocoanut-palm *, which is well known. 
The Suri tree, which yields the palm- 
wine, or toddy. China-oranges •f, of which 
there are two Ibrts, one of a large, and the 
other of a fmaller fize. The tamarind-* 
tree J, whofe fruit conlifts in pods, contain- 
ing the tamarind, a fpungy lubftance, in 
which the beans or ftones are inclofed. The 
fompelmoes, or fhaddock |j, the fruit of which 
is one of the moft wholelome, on account 
of its refrefhing quality and tafte. 

Next the durioon, or drioon-trec §, the 

fruit 

* Cocos nucifera. 

•j* Citrus curantium, 

J Tamarindus indica* 

1) Citrus decumanus ; the {haddock is a large lemon, of the 
fize of a child’s head ; the juice is moderately acid, and 
ijuenches thirlt ; it is cooling, antifeptic and antifcorbutic. ST. 

§ The botanical rank of the durioon^ though it is particu- 
larly noticed in Cook’s, voyage in the Endeavour, as well 
as by Dr Thunberg, feems not to have been yet afcer- 
tained ; the following account of the tree which produces if, 
froqqi Maksoen, may perhaps be helpM t«> the botanift : 

0 The 
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ftult of which is inclofed in a hard fliell, of 
the fize of a man’s head, and fometimes 
larger ; it has a moft difagreeable fmell, 
which is extremely offenfive to thofe who 
have never eat of it ; when once, however, 
the fruit is tailed, the loathing which its 
odour is apt to excite, is quickly overcome, 
and ufe makes it, in the end, fo familiar, 
that it is generally preferred beyond all 
other fruits. It is a flrong ftimulative, and 
is therefore much prized by the Chinefe. 
The Surfak-X.rt& * has a frait of a limilar 
kind with the durioon, but it is not accom- 
panied by fuch a fetid fmell. 

The 

The tree is large and lofty j the leaves are fmall in pro^ 
portion, but in themfelyes long and pointed. The blof* 
** foms grow in clufters, on the ftem and larger branches, 
** The petals are five, of a yeilowijh white, furrounding five 
^ hunches of ftamina, each bunch containing about twelve, 
and each ftamen having four anther®. The pointal is 
** knobbed at top. When the ftamina and petals fall, the 
^ empalement refemblcs a fungus, and is nearly the fliape of 
a Scotch-bonnet. The fruit is not unlike the breadfruit, 
but larger and rougher on the ouifide.*^ It has by fome 
been confounded with the breadfruit. Dr. Thun^ero fays, 
it i§ confidered as diuretic, and fudorific, and ferviceable in 
expelling wind. 2^* 

* This feems to be the itanca, or jakes of Coo«, and the 
hm nmea {rmdermoibia} of Thunbeeg ; or what i$ commonly 

called 
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The masgo-tree * deferves eqiially to be 
noticed ; its fruit, when ripe, has a thin, 
oblong fliape, and is about the fize of a 
goofe’s egg. Its coat is not thick, of a 
yellow colour, and foft. When peeled, it 
has a flefliy fubllance. Within, it is of an 
orange colour, like a melon, with which 
its flavour has likewife lome analogy ; but 
if the mango be a good one, it is much 
more delicious. In the centre, is a large 
kernel. When green, it is made into att- 
jar “j- ; for this, the kernel is taken out, and 
the Ipace filled up with ginger, pimento, 
and other l^jicy ingredients, after which it 
is pickled in vinegar, and is lent to all parts, 
as prefents, or otherwile. 

called the jack, by the Englifh ; at Batavia^ it is generally 
of the lize of a large meloa : its fmell fomewhat refembles 
that of mellow apples, mixed with garlic ; the outer coat is 
covered with angular prickles, and contains a number of 
feeds, or kernels (which, when roafted, eat Kke chefnuts) 
inclofed in a flelhy fubllance, of a rich, but to Gran- 
gers, too ftrong a flavour, but which gains upon the 
tafte. Tm 

* Mangifera indica^ 

f Articles preferved in vinegar, with pepper and other 
fpiccs, are called aitjar ; befides mangos, the rind of melons, 
cucumbers, and in particular the aromatic roots of the bam- 
boo-tree, with various ocher roots, fruits and vegetables, arc 
made into at^'ar^ 21 


The 
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Th^ imngo-tangesy or mangofleen *, ig 
efleemed the moft delicicous fruit that is 
produced in the Indies. It is generally of 
the fize of an apple, and refembles a pome- 
granate in appearance, only it is larger 
and thicker, and its coat is not fo tough. 
The fruit, when llripped of the outward rind, 
appears like a little apple, of a fnow-white 
hue, compofed of fix or feven lobes, of the 
iize of a joint of a finger, having a black 
ilone in the infide ; they are very foft and 
juicy, and their flavour is fb delightfully re- 
frefhing that it is indefcribable. The tafte 
feemed to me, to approach the nearefl: to 
that of the peach ; but it is rather more mel- 
low to the tafle. The tree which produces 
it, is about the fize of a common plum-tree. 

I met with people, who alfured me, they 
had been cured of a dyfentery of long fland- 
ing, by eating large quantities of this fruit t, 
though others were of opinion, that it pro- 
duced a contrary effea;. The rind has a 
ftrong aftringent power, and might perhaps 
be ufed as a dye, for a fine deep red co- 
lour j*. 

* Garchtia mmg&wpfia* 

t The Cluncie ufe the rind of the mansofleen' for dyine 
black. T. 

Lemon 
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Lemon * and lime-trees, are here like- 
wile in great plenty. There is aifo a cer- 
tain fruit called katappa “f-, which is like 
our walnuts, but better tafted. It grows 
■upon a high tree, which affords an agree- 
able fhade, and is inclofed in a green hulk, 
in which it lies in rolls, and is as white as 
milk. 

Pineapples are produced in large quali- 
ties, and are therefore little efteemcd at 
Batavia i they are generally Ibid for the 
value of a diver (penny) apiece, and Ibme- 
times for lefs. 

Belides thele, there are many other kinds 
of fruit, produced upon the ifland, which are 
too numerous for me to mention here |[. 

The 

* Citrus medica* 

f TerminaUa catappa. 

+ Bromilm anams, 

(I The fruits moli worth/ of remark, belides the above, 
are the following : the pifangyOt bananas {mufa paradifiaca) ot 
which there are feveral forts, the bell, i-adja^ is a de- 

licious and wholefome fruit, with a thin coat, and an inner 
pulpy part, which is fweetifh, and fomewhat mealy ; it is 
eaten both raw, and dreffcd in various ways. The jamk^ 
{eugenia malaccenfis)^ which is of a deep red colour, and oval 
lhape ; the largeft are not bigger than a fmail apple j it is 
pkafant and cooling, though it has not much davour. The 
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The native inhabitants, are all cemttionljr 
<^ied Javanefe^ whether they belong to the 

kingdom 

(rngmia jmths)^ wWcIi , both fmdlt 
aai tdJ cooferire of rofes* papaym (mrkm 

which IS as large as a fmal! melofij aoi the 
yellow ptilp within, has nearly the fame tafte. The 
fwedfop (mmm fquam^a\ whicfi eonfifts of a mafs of 
large kernels, from which the furrounding pulp, wfich is 
very fweet, and of a mealy nature, is fucked* The cuHard® 
appk (annona reticulata) yV^hich. derives its Engliih name from 
the likenefs which its wlute and rich pulp bears to a cuilard* 
The ramhutan ( nepheliim lappaceum J, which grows in large 
clullers, and very much refembles a chefnut, with the 
hufl| on ; the eatable part is fmall in quantity, but its acid is 
rich and pieafant, and perhaps more agreeable than any other 
in the whole vegetable kingdom. The hilmhing (a<verrhom 
hlimhl)^ the biUmbmg hjjc {a^o^fhoa carambola)^ and the 
thmmlle {a^errhoa acida), which are three fpecies of one 
genus, and though they dilfer in fhape, are nearly the fame 
in tafte; the firft is oblong, of the thicknefs of a linger, and 
fo four, that it cannot be eaten alone % the bilimbing belfe, is 
an egglike pentagonal fruit, about the fixe of a pear, and is 
the leaft acid of the three; the laft is extremely acid, and of a 
fmall rpundifti, irregular ftape, growing in clufters clofe to 
the branch, and containing each a lingle feed ; they all make 
«5xcdlent pickles, and four fauce. The gua<va {pjidium% 
which is well known in the Weft-Indies. The boa bidarra 
Irbamrms jujuk.) which is a round yellow fruit, about the lizc 
ofagoofeberry; its flavour is like that of an apple, but it 
has the aftringency of a crab. The nam nam (cynometra cm^ 
Ufinrd)^ which in ftiape fomewhat refembles a kidney | it is 
about three inches long, and the outfide is very rough ; it is 
fddom eaten raw. The Jmd {trkhilia) which, within a 

thick 
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kingdom o£ Baniamt or to any other part of 
y^ava I thole of MaJura, bear the name of 
their ifland. They are of a middling fize, 
and in general well-proportioned, of a light 
brown colour, with a broad forehead, and 
a fiattilh nole, which has a fmall curve down- 
wards at the' tip. Their hair is black, and 
is always kept linooth and Ihining, with 
Cocoanut-oil. They are, in general, proud 
and lazy, as well as cowardly. Their prin- 
cipal weapon is a ir/r, which is a kind of 
dagger, like a fmall-lized couteau de chafje, 
and which they always carry with them. 
The handle, or hilt, is made of different ma- 
terials, more or lefe valuable, according to 

tbick lki% contains kernels like tbofc 'of tlie ;mangoftce% 
“but which are both acid and aftringent* The madja 
which contains, under a hard brittie lhell| a lightly acid pulp, 
which cannot be eaten without fugar* T^he falac {calamus 
rotang xala€ca\ which is the fruit of a prickly bulb, and has 
a fingukr appearance, being covered with fcales, like thofe 
of a lizard % it is nutritious and well tailed, in flavour fome* 
what refembling a Hrawberry* The fokke fokkes (folanum 
mhmgena)^ which is of a purple blue colour, in fliape like a 
pear, and of various iizes ; it has an agreeable tafte when 
boiled* Watermelons (arhujss\ which are in great plenty, 
and very good* Grapes, melons, pumpkins, pomegranates, 
and figs, appear to be the only European fruits to be met with 
at Batmda ; though lirawbema, and fome others, are feid 
to thrive in the inteiior parts of the colintiy* ST. 


the 
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tlie wealth or dignity of the wearer- The 
blade is of weH-hardened fteel, of a ferpen- 
tine lhape, and thus capable of making a 
large and wide wound, it is often poilbned, 
and, in that cafe, caufes immediate death. 
Arrogant towards their inferiors, they are 
no lefs cringing with relpeS to their lu- 
periors, or whoever from whom they have 
any favour to expedf. 

Their drcfs confilfs in a piece of cotton, 
which they wrap round the waift, and draw- 
ing it between the legs, fallen it behind. 
They are otherwife naked, except that they 
wear a Imall cap on the head. This is the 
drefi of the common people. Thole of 
more confideration, wear a wide Moorilh 
coat of flowered cotton, or other ftulF, and 
in general turbands, inftead of the little 
caps. They fuffer no hair, but that of the 
head, to grow, and eradicate it carefully 
wherever it appears elfewhere. 

The drels of the women is little better 
than that of the men ; it confifls in a piece 
of cotton-cloth, which they call Jarm^ and 
which, wrapping round the body, juft covers 
the bolbm, under Which it is faftened, and 
hangs down to the knees, and Ibmeiimes to 

the 
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the ancles; the fhoulders, and part of the 
back, remain uncovered. The hair of the 
head, which they wear very long, is turned 
up, and twilled round the head like a fillet, 
failened with long bodkins of different forts 
of wood, tortoifelhell, filver, or gold, ac- 
cording to the rank or wealth of the lady. 
This headdreft, is called a condi,. and is allb 
in vogue among the Batavian ladies. It is 
often likewife adorned with a variety of 
flowers. 

Both men and women, are very fond of 
bathing, eipecially in the morning. The 
children, of both fexes, go entirely naked, 
till- about eight or nine years of age. Tw^clve 
or thirteen is their age of puberty. 

The Javanefe are polygamills ; they marry 
as many wives as they can maintain, and 
take their female flaves, befides, for concu- 
bines. This, however, of courfe, does not 
take place with the common people, who 
mull be content with one wife, becaufe they 
cannot afford to keep more. The women 
are proportionally more comely than the 
men ; and they are very fond of white men. 
They are jealous in the extreme, and know- 
how to make an European, with whom 

they 




they have had a love-affair, and who pr6v«S 
incoiifl:a;it, dearly repent both his ihcolt- 
tineiice, and his iicklenefs, by adminifler- 
ing certain drugs to him, by which he is 
difqualified from the repetition of either. 
People of the utmoft credibility at Batavia^ 
have related to me, too many examples of 
this refinement of female revenge, to render 
the circumftance at all doubtful. 

Their dwellings may, with greater pro- 
priety, be called huts, than houfes. They 
are eonftrufled of fplit bamboos, interlaced 
or matted,, plaiftered with clay, and cover- 
ed with attap, or the leaves of the cocoa- 
nut-tree. The entrance is low, and is 
without a door or fhutter. The whole 
houfe, ufiially confifts of but one apartment, 
in which, hufband, wife, children, and fome- 
times their poultry, of which they keep a 
great many, pig together on the ground. 
They alway choofe a fhady place to build 
in, or plant trees all round. Such as pof- 
fefs more pfoperty, are provided with a 
little more comfort and convenience ; but 
it is always in a wretched, paltry manner. 
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however, reject a little arrack, when they 
can obtain it. They are almoft continually 
chewing betel, or pinang^ and likewife a 
Ibrt of tobacco, produced here, and there- 
fore denominated Java tobacco, which they 
allb fmoke, through pipes made of reed; 
they fbmetimes put opium into their pipes 
with the tobacco, in order to invigorate 
their Ipirits, but the continual ufe of it, 
rather deadens them; I faw fome, who had 
been too immoderate in this indulgence, who 
fat like ftatues, with open, fixed eyes, and 
Ipeechlels. 

They have no tables or chairs ; but lit 
upon the ground, or upon mats, with their 
legs crolTed under them. They do not either 
make ufe of any knives, forks, or Ipoons, 
but eat with their fingers. 

They have a certain kind of mufical in- 
llruments, called gomgoms, confilling in hol- 
low iron bowls, of various fizes and tones, 
upon which a man ftrikes with an iron, or 
wooden Hick, which do not make a dif- 
agreeable harmony, and are not unlike a 
fet of bells. 

They are very fond of cockfighting, for 
which they keep a peculiar breed. Though 

they 
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they may be ever fo poor, they will fooner 
dilf ofe of every other part of their property, 
than fell their gamecocks. They are be- 
fides, obliged to pay a tax to the company 
for thefe fowls ; and this duty is yearly 
farmed at Batavia^ and forms part of the 
revenues of the province of Jaccatra, In 
the year 1770, it amounted to 420 gilders 
per month*; it is, however, only in that 
province that they arc liable to it. 

A kind of tennis-play, is allb a favourite 
diverfion among them, and they are very 
handy and dexterous at it. They ftrike the 
ball with their feet, knees, or elbows, 
whither they chufe, and receive it back, 
thus keeping it for fome time in continual 
motion, without its touching the ground: 
the ball is generally of the fize of a man’s 
head, hollow, and made of matted reeds. 

Their manner of falutation, confifts in 
touching the forehead with the right hand, 
accompanied by a flight inclination of the 
body. 

The Mahometan religion, is predominant 
over the whole ifland. It is faid, that far 
inland, over the mountains, towards the 

* About 3 ^/. los. or 426/. per annum. ST, 

fouth 
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ibu til- fide of the ifland, there are il-ili ibmc 
of the aboriginal idolatrous natives to be met 
with. Mofques, or places of prayer of the 
Mahomedans, are. eredled all over the ifland-; 
there is a very famous one near CheribsTiy 
but i did not fee it. They are very parti- 
cular and nice,, about the tombs of their 
laints, and will fuiFer nothing unbecoming 
to be done, upon or near them ; an inftance 
of which has been already related. 

They have both male and female phy- 
ficians, who have been known to effecSl very 
furprifing cures, by means of their know- 
ledge of the medicinal and vulnerary herbs, 
produced in their country. They have fomc- 
times greater pradiice, among the Europeans 
at Batavia, than thofe phyficians, who have 
been regularly bred, and come over from 
Europe ; yet, they have no knowledge what- 
ever of anatomy. Much fridlion of the af- 
fedted parts, is one of their chief means of 
cure. This is done with two fingers of the 
right hand, which are prefled down by the 
left, and pafled continually downwards, 
after having firfl: anointed the part with 
water mixed with fine ground wood, or 
with oil. 


For 


[ ] 

For the purpofts of agriculture, they ufc 
buffaloes, inftead of horfes, though there 
are enough of the laft, but of a diminutive 
fize. Thefe buffeloes are very large animals, 
bigger and heavier than our largeft oxen, 
furnifhed with great ears, and horns which 
project ftraight forward, and are bent in- 
wards. A hole is bored through the car- 
tilage of the nofc, and thele huge animals 
are guided by a cord which is pafled through 
it. They arc generally of an afli^grcy 
colour, and have little .eyes. They are fo 
accuftoraed to be conducted three times a 
day into the water, to cool themfelves, that 
without it, they cannot be brought to work. 
The female gives milk, but it is little valued 
by the Europeans, on account of its acri- 
monious nature. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Batavia. — Ti>e River of jAccATRA.—^T'i&i? ff/h 
ter-fort. — ‘the JBar at the Mouth of the River ^ 
— Cafile. — Builaings in, and near it . — - 
Walls of the City. — Gates. — Admh altj-wharf — 
Quarter for the Workmen — Churches. — -Houfes.-— 
Chi neje Houfes. — Majfacre of the Cbinefe, in 1740, 
r—Ajfefrnm on Rents. — Bank of Batavia. — 
Suburbs. — The Chineje Campon. — CharaSer cftht 
Chinefe. — Their Appearance.. — D'^efs, — Religion. 
...—Temples.' — Divination.— .-Tombs. '.'-En’vir0is of 
Batavia. — Roads. — Streets. 

The city of Batavia, ftyled by our own, 
aivi foreign travellers, wlio have formerly 
vifited it, the Queen of the Eaft, on ac- 
count of the beauty of its buildings, and the 
immenfe trade which it carries on, is litu- 
ated very near the fea, in a fertile plain, in 
the kingdom of upon the river 

of that name, which, running through the 
middle of the town, divides it into twp 
parts. To the north of the city, is the fea*^ 
i(hore ; behind it, to the fbuth, the land 
rifes with a gentle, and fcarcely perceptible, 
acclivity up to the mountains, which lie 
£fteen or fifteen Dutch miles, or leagues, 

inland I 
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inland ; one of thele, which is very high, 
bears the name of the Slue mountain. 

The fingular circumftances, which gave 
rife to the building of this city, are too well 
known in hiftory, and too circumftantially 
related by Valentyn, that I Ihould repeat 
them here 1 fliall only make mention of 
fticli changes, as have taken place in the 
city, fince the time his work was written 

♦ The beft account, in the Englifh language, of thefound* 
ation and rife of Bata^via, is to be found in the Modern Uni- 
venal Hiftory, voL x, page 304, &c. This is compiled 
fi-om Valenttn’s great work, entitled Oud en Niemx; Ooji^ 
and ftom other Dutch writers. It was in 1619, that 
the governor general, John Pietersen Coen, took the 
town of Jaccatra^ which he in a great meafiire deftroyed, 
and founded another city, not exadly on the fame fpot, but 
very near it, to which he gave the name of Batama^ though 
kisfaid, that he much wifhed to have called it Ne*w HQr% 
from the place of his nativity, Horn in North Holland. A!* 
though then an inconftderable place, in point of ftrength and 
beauty, he declared it the capital of the Dutch fettlements in 
India ; his choice of the fttuation was fo juft, his plan fo well 
contrived, and every thing throve fo faft: under his care, that 
Bata<via rofe with unparalleled rapidity to that magnificence 
and inaportance, which have rendered it, both the admiration 
and the dread, of all the more eaftern nations of the Indies ; 
and which ftill dazzle and overawe them, although the city 
has, for thefe laft fifty years, greatly declined, both as to 
opulence and population* 71 
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(1726) ; at leaft, in fb far as I had occafion 
to obferve them. 

The city is an oblong fqnarey the Ihorteft 
fides facing the north and ibuth, and the 
longeft the eaft and weft. 

Through the middle of the city, from 
fouth tp north, runs, as before faid, the ri- 
ver of yaccatra^ over which there are three 
bridges, one at the upper end of the town, 
another at the lower part, near the caftle, 
and the third about the middle, being thence 
called the Middlepqint bridge. Two of thefe 
are built of ftone. Clofe by the middlembft, 
there is a large fquare redoubt, provided, 
with fome pieces of cannon, which com- 
mand the river, both up and downwards. 

The breadth of the ‘river, within the 
city, is about 160 or 180 feet. It runs into 
the fea, paft the caftle and the admiralty- 
wharf. On both fides of the mouth, are 
long piers, of wood and brick- work, about 
3,800 feet in length, taken from the 'moat 
of the city. The eaftern pier, which was 
repaired, and in a great meafiire rebuilt, a 
few years ago, coft the Company 36,218 
rixdollars in timber, and 36,320 rixdollars 
in mafonry, making, at forty-eight ftivers, 

/174, 
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^ I74»09*» 4**i which is, in fa 6 l, a large' 
fum, when it be confidered, that the timber 
cofts the Company but little money, as it is 
produced, in abmidance, in Java. 

The veffels belonging to the free mer- 
chants, are laid up, and repaired, between 
thefe piers, on the well fide ; but along the 
eaft fide, the palfage remains open, for the 
lighters, which go in and out nf the city, 
with the cargoes of the Ihips. 

At the outward point of the eaftern pier, 
there is a (hed, which ferves for a ftable for 
the horfes, which draw the fmall vellels 
and boats up and down the river. 

Oppofite to this, is a hornwork, com- 
monly called the Water-Fort^ which was 
built during the government of the governor 
general Van Imhoff, at an immenle ex- 
pence to the Company ; for feveral large 
ihips were obliged to be funk, on account of 
the depth of water on the ipot, in order to 
lay a good foundation, for building the fort. 
It is confirucled of a kind of coral-rock, 
and defended by feveral heavy cannon 'f*. It 

About 16,000 L fterling. 

f In 2793, when Lord Macartney vifited Baiwvia^ this 
fewrt had, mounted and difinountedj fourteen gum and two 
howitzers, fl 


has 
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Las barracks withip. it, for the garrifoti ; and 
there is no other approach to it, than along 
the weftern pier. It is at prefent very 
much out of repair, and the walls begin to 
link and fall down, in many places. 

The obje6ls for which this fort was erefled, 
feem to have been, the defence of the road, 
and of the entrance of the river; yet, in 
both thele refpefls, it is now of little advan- 
tage, for the anchoring-place is now fo far 
removed from this fortification, by the en- 
creafe of the mudbank,. which lies before 
the river, that, although its guns might 
reach the Ihips in the road, little damage 
could be done, on either fide, at fuch a dif- 
tance and as to what regards the defence 
of the river’s mouth, that is of very trifling 
importance ; for the daily and continual en- 
creafe of the bar, renders the water much 
too Ihallow for large veffels, and an enemy 
would never leek to effefl: a landing these, 
but would always prefer an eafy, firm, fea- 

* Ary HxjyserSj who wrote an account of the Dutch 
fettlements in India, in 1789, and had been at Baiauia a 
years before, fays, that, id his time, a trial had been made of 
the heavy artillery at the mouth of the harbour, and that it 
was found fufficient to command and proteft the whole extent 
of the road, T, 

beach, 
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hcach, lucH as is to be met with beyond 
jinsjol*. 

The abovementioned bank, or bar, lies 
diredlly before the mouth of the river, and 
extends a great way to the weft, and but a 
little to the eaft, for which reafons, fuch 
vcflels as are deeply laden, muft go round 
by the eaft fide, clofe along the eaftern pier, 
in order to get within the bar. It is con- 
tinually cncreafing towards the road, by 
which, the place wjhere the ihips lie, is more 
and more removed from the city. To the 
weftward, it is dry in fome places. 

Right before the mouth of the river, 
from which the ftialloweft part of the bank 
is diftant about 600 or 650 feet, there is, at 
low water, no more than one, or one and a 
half, foot; ft) that a common (hip’s boat 
cannot get over it, but muft alftj go round 
its eaft end. When the feabreeze blows 
fi-efli, it makes a troublelbme and cockling 

^ At Ansjol^ and at Tmjongpoura^ to the eaflward of the 
dtyi on the feacoafl, there are flrong forts, and to- the weft* 
ward> at Jnkny^ Tangorang^ and the KwaL On the iandfide^ 
Matama is further covered, by the forts at Jaccatra^ the 
Ut'mgplace^ &C.5 though thefe are merely defences 

againft the natives, and are moft of them^ little better than 
fortified hoilfcs. 

fea; 


[ 255 ] 

fea ; and a weft, or bad, moafbon feldom 
pafles, without the lols of fome veiTels 
upon it. 

This fhoalnefs of the water, is laid to be the 
confequence of -a violent earthquake, which 
took place ia Java^ in the latter end of the 
laft century, and by which the river of 
Jaccatra was partly flopped up. Yet the 
greateft encreafe of the bank, has been ftnce 
the year 1730 ; and it is to be apprehended, 
that the river will, in time, become wholly 
unnavigable, and ufelefs, by it. 

The caftle, or citadel, of Baiavia, which 
forms the north boundary of the eaftern di- 
vifion of the city, is a regular, Iquare fortreft, 
with four baftions, which are connedled by 
high curtains, except on the fouth fide, 
where the curtain was broken down during 
the government of Baron Van Imbot, 
The walls and ramparts, are built of coral- 
rock, and are about twenty feet in height- 
It is furrounded by a wet ditch, over which, 
on the fouth iide, lies a drawbridge. Be- 
tween the moat and the bijildings within 
the fort, on this fide, there is a large area 
or efplanade. In the centre of the buildings 
that look towards the city, is a great gate, 

and 
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and tbetl a broad paflage, with warehoufeS 
Oil each fide, leading to another efplanade, 
on the north fide, enclofed between the 
ramparts and the buildings, all which is ap- 
propriated to the ufe of the Company 

The government-houfe, which forms the 
left wing of the buildings looking to the 
fbuth, is provided with numerous and con- 
venient apartments, but is at prefent unin- 
habited. In it, is a large hall, in which the 
council of India generally aflemble twice a 
a week ; this is adorned with the portraits 
of all the governors general, who have ruled 
in India, fince the eftablilhment of the com- 
pany. 

Clofe by, is a little church, or chapel, 

* Captain Parish’s account of this fortrds, In Macaht- 
irST’s EmbafTy to Chin% 1793> is as follows: — “ A iittie 
above was the caflie; a regular, fquare fort, but without 
** ravelins or other outworks. It had two guns mounted oa 
each tank, and two, or fometimes three, on each Bice; 
they were not en harhette^ nor properly tn mhrafure^ but ia 
a fituation between both, having both thdr difadvantages, 
without the advantages of either. The wail was of ma- 
&nry, about twenty-four feet high* It had no ditch, but 
** a canal furrounded it at feme diftance. It had no cordon* 
** Tilt kngth of the exterior fide of the work was about yoo 
feet.*’ Some further particulars, both of the town and of 
the caftlc, are given in Mr. Stavorinus’s fecond voyage. 

ufually 
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tifually called the Caftle- church, and a little 
more forwards, is a corps^de-garde, where a 
party of dragoons always mount guard. 

Over the caftle-bridge there is a arreat 

o D 

plain, or fquare, planted with tamarind- 
trees, which afford a very agreeable fhadc. 
The entrance to it from the city, is over a 
bridge, and through a large and flately gate. 
This is mounted by a bold cupola, from 
which an octagon turret rifes, containing a 
large clock, which is the only public one to 
be met with at Batavia. It was built under 
the government of Baron Van Imhof, as 
appears by an infcription over the gateway, 
and forms no trifling embellifhmeut of the 
city. 

On the left fide of the gate, is a large 
building, which ferves as a corps-de-gardet 
having in front a long gallery, refting upon 
a row of pillars. A captain’s guard of gre- 
nadiers, are generally potted here. 

On the weft fide of the fquare, ftand the 
Company’s artillery-houfe, and the difpen- 
fary, or provifion-magazine, both of which 
reach behind, to the river fide, fo that the 
goods are taken in and out of the lighters, 
with the greateft eafe. This is an advan- 
tage 
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which is pofieffcd by almofi; all the 
Company’s warehoufes and repofitorics in 
Batavia- 

On the oppofite fide, is the iron-maga- 
zine, and what is termed the grafs-plat, 
being the place of execution for criminals: 
this is an artificial fquare eminence, upon 
which there is a gallows, and fome pofis, be- 
hind it is a fmall building, with windows, 
looking towards the place of execution, 
whence the counfellors of juftice behold the 
completion of their fentences*. 

There are a number of pieces of artillery, 
both iron and brafs, and of all forts and 
fizes, together with other warlike imple- 
ments, ranged upon the plain.. Any one 
may ride through the gate we have juft men- 
tioned, as far as the drawbridge of the caftle, 
but not over it, unlefs he have the rank of 
fenior merchant, or higher. 

The city is encircled by a wall of coral- 

^ It is cuflomaiy tbrougHotit Holland, and its depend- 
encies, for the magiftratcs, or judges, who have paffed fentence 
upon criminals, to prefide at the execution of k* This is, in 
Europe, generally done upon fome open place before their 
townballs, from the windows of which, the mag^krates, drei^d 
|n their robes of cercmonyi behold the execution. T, 

rock. 
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ro£k% defended by twenty-tvsro baflions, or 
bulwarks, all provided with, artillery, and 
fiirrounded by a broad moat, in which there 
is feldom any want of water, that being 
conveyed into it out of the river. 

Batavia has five gates ; one at the eafi: 
fide, which is cklled the Rotterdam 
two to the fbuth, the New gate, and the 
gate i one to the weft, the Utrecht 
gate ; and one on the north fide, to the weft 
of the river, called the Square gate. 

Near to the laft-mentioned gate, and oppo- 
fite to the caftle, is the admiralty* wharf; 
and not far off, the warchoules for naval 
ftores, as like wife the workflvops of the car- 
penters, coopers, failmakers, and fmiths, 
with other offices that relate to the fiiipping. 
Here are alfb the houfts of the com- 
mandants, and comptrollers of eqiiipmenty 
who were formerly obliged to refide upon 
the wharf ; but for fome years paft, this re- 
gulation has not been obferved, and they 
now live in other, and more pleafant, parts 
of the town. 

^ Sir Georcb Staunton fays, that part of the tom-wall 
is conftriidcd of lava, w hich is of a dark blue colour, of a very 
hard, dcnfc texture, emits a ir^talEc found, aad rcferuble^ 
very muck fome of the lava of Vcfuvius* T, 

In 
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In the foutheait corner of the city, cfofe 
to the ramparts, lies what is called the 
Ambagtjkwartkry or the workmen’s qnar* 
ter, in which all the mechanics and labour-* 
ers, who are employed by the Company in 
their buildings, have their abode. The 
journeymen work here, under mafters of 
their relpedive trades, carpenters, liniths, 
plumbers, braziers, mafons, and others, who 
are all accountable to the chief of the quar- 
ter, who is called fabriek, or head work- 
man, and has generally the rank of merchant. 
Befides a great number of Europeans, who 
are employed here, there are full a thouland 
flaves, who belong to this quarter, by which 
the Company incurs an enormous expence, 
with little benefit from their labour, which 
generally turns to the advantage of indivi- 
dual members of the government. 

There are three churches for the re- 
formed religion, within the city, in which 
fervice is performed in the Dutch, Portti- 
guefe, and Malay languages, and one with- 
out the gates, which is called the outer 
Portugueic church. ' Befides thefe, there is 
a Lutheran church, which was built during 
the government of Baron Van Imhof, not 

far 
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far from the caftle ; this laft is provided witlw 
a fine organ, and a very handfbme pulpit. 

The town-hail, and other public build- 
ings, are circumftantially dcfcribed by Va- 
lent yn, and I lhall not, therefore, make 
further mention of them. 

The houfts at Batavia, are moftly of 
brick, run up in a light and airy manner, 
and ftuccoed on the outfide, with fafh win- 
dows. Within, they are almoft all built 
upon a fimilar plan, the fronts being, in ge- 
neral, narrow, though there are a few that 
are more extended. 

On entering the door, there is a narrow 
paffage, and on one fide a parlour, then you 
come into a large and long room, that re- 
ceives its light from an inner court, which 
trenches upon this apartment, and renders 
its form irregular. This is called the gal- 
leiy, and is the place where the family 
ufiially live, and dine. The floors are of 
large, fquare, dark red ftones. No hangings 
are to be feen; but the walls are neatly 
ftuccoed, and whitened. The furniture 
confifts in, fbmc armchairs, two or three 
fofas, and a great many looking glaffcs, 
which the Europeans, in thefe regions, are 

very 
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very fond of. Several chandeliers and 
lamps, are hung in a row, along the length 
of the gallery, which are lit up in the even- 
ing, The ftairs leading to the upper rooms, 
are generally at the end of this apartment. 
Six or feven fteps up, there is one which 
ilands over the ftoreroom, or cellar, in 
which the ftock of wine, beer, butter, &c. 
is kept. Up flairs, the houfos are. diflri- 
buted almofl fimilarly as below. They are, 
in general, but poorly provided with furni- 
ture ; and the fetting out of rooms in order, 
is not ib much in vogue here, as in Holland s 
nothing is added that is fliperfluous, or more 
than is wanted for ufo. Behind the gallery, 
are the lodgings for the flaves, the kitchen, 
&G, There arc but few houfes, which have 
gardens, contrary to what Salmon crro- 
neoufly aflerts, in his Prefent State oj all 
Nations I and there are not even the leaft 
veftiges left, of there having ever been gar- 
dens behind the houfes. In feveral, the 
windows are clufed with a lattice-work of 
rattans, in the room of being glazed,, for the 
feke of air. 

The above relates only to the houfes o^ 
Europeans, which arc the greateft in num- 
ber. 
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ber. The few Chinefe, who live at prefent 
withitt the city, have very wretched houfes, 
the infide of which is very irregularly diftri- 
buted. Moft of them dwell in the fouthern 
and weftern fubyrbs, which are called the 
Chinefe Campon. Before the revolt of the 
year 1740, they had the beft quarter of the 
city allotted to them, to the weft of the great 
river; but when, in that commotion, all 
their houfes were burnt to the ground*, the 

whole 

* Several relations have been given to the public, at dif- 
^srent times, of the horrid tranfadion here alluded to ; of 
which the moft circumftantlal is in the Modem Unwerfal Hlf- 
b. xiv, chap. 7. No two, however, agree ; and the fol- 
lowing account, extra<fted from a very recent and intelligent 
Dutch writer, Ary Huysexs, who was long refident at Ja- 
imea^ may therefore not be unacceptable. It is to be found 
in his Lift of Rdnier de 1788.— A little before the 

“ perpetration of this maftacre, fevcral thoufand Chinefe ad- 
venturers and fortune-hunters had reforted to Batavia^ al- 
** lured by the pirofperity of their countrymen already fettled 
there. The great number of thefe new colonifts, together 
with the robberies and murders which were committed by 
** them, excited no little degree of juft apprehenlion. The 
famous Van Imhof, who was, at that time, a member of 
the council, propofed, in order to get rid of thefe ufelefs 
and dangerous new-comers, that every Chinefe who could 
^ not prove that he had an honeft livelihood, ftjould be 
** feked, and traniported to there to be employed in 

mining, or otha labour, for the fervke of the Company. 

** This 



whole quarter was made into a pajar, or 
market, where, at prefeiit, all kinds of pro- 
vifions are every day expofed to lale. 

The 

** This advice was approved of, and immediately followed* 
^ A great number of Chinefe were feized, and put in irons ; 
“ but imprudently feveral Chinefe of property were fecured 
by the under-officers, charged with the execution of the 
order, and were only liberated on paying large i«ms of 
“ money. This occafioned great murmurings, and led the 
reft of the nation to credit a report which was fprcad abroad, 
** that thofe who were unable to pay, would be drowned, or others 
wife put to death. They in confequence retired, by thoufand^ 
from the city, towards the interiorpans, and ftrengthened them- 
fel ves fo much, as to render the fate of Batavia kfel f precarious. 
** In this dilemma, the council firft offered an amnefty to the 
difeontented Chinefe, but this they rejeded with fcorn; 
and purpofing to exterminate the whole chriftian fettlement* 
** began by ravaging the country in the wildeft manner? 
burning the fugar-works, and marching down to the gates 
of the city. Here, however, they met with a fevere rebuff. 
The civil and military inhabitants united in repelling them, 
and drove the rebels back again into the country. During 
thefe commotions, the Chinefe who relided within the town 
kept thcmfelves"perfe(ftly quiet ; and in order that thefe in- 
<< oGceiit people might not be expofed to infult, the govern- 
raent iiTued an order, prohibiting them from leaving their 
houfes, after fix o’clock in the evening, and ordering them 
to keep their doors ftiut. This prudent precaution w^as not, 
** hf wever, fufficient to proted them from the fury of the 
irritated fo'diery and fallorsf who were in the city, and had 
witnefied the devaftations of the Cninefe without the gates. 
On a fudden, and unexptdediy, an inftantaneous cry of 
^ murder and horror, refpundcd through the town, and the 

moft 
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The poundage, or affeiTment, which is 
paid annually by every houfe, confifts in 
^ half 

** moft difmalfcene of barbarity and rapine, prefented itfeif 
“ on all fivks. AU the Chinei^ without tliftinaion, men, 
•* women, and children, were put to the fword- Neither 
“ pregnant women, nor fucking infants, were fpared by the 
« relehtlefs affaffins. The prifoners in chains, about a hun- 
“ died in nunnber, were, at the fame time, flaughtered like 
{htep, European citizens, to whom fome of the wealthy 
** Chinefe had fled for fafety, violating every principle of 
“ humanity and morality, delivered them up to their fan- 
♦* guinary purfuers, and embezzled the property confided to 
« them. In fliort, all the Chinefe, .guilty and innocent^ 
“ were exterminated. And whence did the barbarous order, 
by whiqh they fuffered, emanate ? Here a veil has in- 
“ duftrioufly been drawn, and the truth will probably neves 
“ be known, with certainty. The governor general, Vai.* 
“ KENIER, and his brother-in-law, Heevetius, were ac- 
“ cufed by the public voice, of diredling the maflacre} but it 
“ was never proved upon them.” It is femarkablc, tbat^ 
when VAEBtENiER was afterwards condemned to imprifon- 
ment for life, mX. Bitavia^ among the. numerous charges 
brought againft him for maleadminiftration dunng his goyer^ 
nient, no notice was taken of fais prefumed inftrumentahty in 
this dreadful maflacre. Much apprehenSon was entertained 
that this occurrence would excite the indignation of the empe- 
ror of China, and deputies were fent to him the^ following 
year, toapologife for the.meafure. The letter written to the 
emperor on the occafion, is given at length by Hotsees , the 
only remarkable circumftance in winch it differs fixim the 
above relation, is the alkgatinn, that &me Clanefe within the 
cky had fet fire to it in diffoent places, and were pceparmg to 
life upon the Europeans } but the extemanalioa of the in^ 
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half a month’s rent. This money is ex- 
pended, in dragging and cleanfing the 
canals, and in repairing the townhall, and 
other buildings belonging to the city. Per-* 
mifHon muft be requefted, every year, of the 
Company’s government to levy this affeffi 
jnent, ia behalf of the city, which is feldom 
refufed. 

The houfes arc not let by the year, but by 
the month; the rents run from five to forty 
rixdollars per month. A good houfe, in an 
agreeable fituation, may be hired for twenty 
or twenty-five rixdollars *. 

The churches are repaired out of the 
duties levied upon funerals. 

A bank of circulation, has been eftablifh- 
ed here for fbme years, which is united with 
the lombard, or bank for lending money on 
pledges. It is under the adminiftration of a 
diredtor, who is generally a counfellor of 

cent with the guilty is acknowledged, and attempted to be 
cxcufed on the plea of neccffity* Thefe deputies were agree* 
ably furprifed on finding that the emperor calmly anfwered, 
that he was little folicitous for the fate of unworthy fubjeds, 
** who, in the purfuit of lucre, had quitted their country^ 
** and abandoned the tombs of their ancefiors,'* T. 

* A rixdoilar, at Bata^iay is wortb forty^eight fiivers,^ ®r 
about 4 /* flcrling* 7*. 
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India, two commiflaries, a cafliier, and a 
bookkeeper. 

A fee of five rixdollars is given, at the 
opening of an account, and ftamped bank- 
bills, figned by the diredor and commiflaries, 
are delivered for the money placed in the 
bank. Its capital is computed to amount to 
between two and three millions of rixdol- 
lars*. 

The fiiburbs of Batavia, are remarkable, 
on account of their confiderable extent^ un- 
common plealantnefs, and great population. 
They are inhabited by Indians of various na- 
tions, and by fome Europeans. The Chi- 
nefe quarter is the moft populous of all, and 
feems itfelf a city, with numerous ftreets; 
yet their houles are mean, and little. It is 
crouded with Ihops, containing all kinds of 
goods, as well thole of their own manu- 
fadure, and fuch as they receive annually 
from China, as what they buy up of thole 
imported from Europe. The number of 
the Chinefe, who live both within and 
without the walls of the city, cannot be de- 
termined with precifion ; but it mull be very 
confiderable, as the Company receive a poll- 

Qr between and fttyxjvfoi. fieiilng. T. 

tax 
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tax from them of more than forty thoufend 
rixdollars. 

Every Chincfe, who has a profeflion, is 
obliged to pay a monthly poll-tax of half a 
ducatoon f ; women, children, and thole 
who have no trade, are exempted from the 
tax: fo that their number can only be 
gueffed at. They are under a chief of their 
own nation, who is known by the appella- 
tion of Chinefc Captain ; he lives within 
the walls, and has fix lieutenants under him, 
in different diftrids. A flag is hoifted at his 
door, on the firfl: or lecond day in every 
month, and the Chiuefe liable to the tax, 
are then obliged to come to him, to pay it. 

Like the Jews in Europe, they are very 
cunning in trade, both in the largeft deal- 
ings, and in the moft trifling pedlery. They 
are lb defirous of money, that a Chinefe will 
run three times from one end of the city to 
the other, if he have but the prolpe^i of 
gaining one penny. In doing any bufine:^ 
with them, the greatefl: care muft be taken) 
to avoid being cheated. 

Their ftature is rather Ihort than tall, and 
they are, in general, tolerably Iquare. They 

» A ducatoon is 66 flivers, or 6r. ftcrUng. 7 . 

are 
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dte not ib brown as the Javanefe. They 
(have their heads all round, leaving a bunch 
of hair, on the middle of the crown, which ia 
twilled with a ribbon, and hangs down tho 
back. Their drefs confifts in a long robe of 
nankeen, or thin lilk, with wide lleevcs, and 
under it they wear drawers of the fame, 
which cover their legs. 

In every houfe, there is a niche, or placed 
where the image is hung up, of one of 
their joojijes, or idols, painted on Chinefe 
paper. Before it they keep one or more 
lamps, always burning, as alfo, a kind of 
incenle, which is made into little thin ta-« 
pers. This idol is generally depidled as an 
old man, with a fquare cap upon his head, 
and a female, defigned for his wife, next to 
him. About an hour’s walk out of the 
city, juft beyond Fort Ansjoly they have a 
t?mple, ftaading in a grove of cocoauut- 
trees, by the fide of a rivulet, and in the 
midft of a moft pleafant fcenery. The build- 
ing is about twenty feet in length, and 
twelve or thirteen in breadth. The en- 
trance is through a railing, into a linall 
area, and then into a hall, behind which 
is the landhiary. In the middle, juft with- 
in 
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jn tfce doof, is a large altar, on which 
tapers, made of red wax, are kept burning, 
night and day. There is alfo an image of 
a. lion, richly gilt. In a niche behind the 
altar, are reprefentations of an old man and 
woman, both with crowns upon their heads, 
and about two feet in height, which are their 
idols j and as they look upon their joojije to 
be an evil Ipirit, they continually fupplicate 
him, not to do them any harm. In their 
adorations, they proftrate themfelves before 
him, and endeavour to exprels the awe and 
reverence they entertain, by ftriking their 
head continually againft the ground. 

They likewile confult their idol, when 
they are about any important undertaking. 
This divination is done, by means of two 
finall longitudinal pieces of wood, flat on 
one fide, and round on the other. They 

hold thele with the flat fides towards each 

■ » 

other, and then, letting them fall on the 
ground, augur of the effeft of their pray- 
ers, and the good or bad refiilt of their pur- 
pofed enterprize, by the manner in which 
they lie, with the round or flat fides up- 
wards. If the prelage be favourable, they 
offer a wax-caudle to their god, which the 

prieft. 
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prleft, or bonze, who attends at the temple, 
immediately turns into read/ money. 

In this temple I faw a Chinefe, who let 
thefe little fticks fall, above twenty times 
before they promifed him luccels : he leem- 
ed to be but very little plealed with thefe 
repeated evil prognoftications, and fhaking 
his head, at every time, with a moll dif- 
contented look, he threw himfelf upon the 
ground, and thumped his head againft it, 
till at laft, the omen proved agreeable to his 
wilhcs } and he then joyfully lighted a thick 
wax-candle, and placed it upon the altar of 
his joojije, 

Belldes this temple, the Chinefe have 
feveral others, which are tolerated by the 
government ; but it is worthy of obferva- 
tion, that whilft the pra<fHce of the moft 
abominable idolatry is allowed, the exercife 
of the Roman Catholic religion is obflinately 
prohibited. 

The Chinefe are of a very luflful tem- 
per. They are accufed of the mofl detefla- 
blc violations of the laws of nature ; and it 
is even laid, that they keep fwine in their 
houfes, for purpofes the moft lhameful and 
repugnant. 


Their 
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Their tombs, oa which they expend it 
great deal of money, are partly built above, 
and partly under ground. They arc arched 
over. The entrance, which is made like a 
doorway, is clcded with a large ftone, cover- 
ed with engraved Chinefe letters. They are 
to be feen in great numbers, about half an 
hour’s walk from Batavia^ on the road to 
yaccatra. 

They vifit the graves of their anceftors 
and relations, from time to time: they ftrew 
rfiem with .odoriferous flowers ; and when 
they depart, they leave a few fmall pieces 
of AH!; or linen, before the entrance, and 
ibmetimes boiled rice, or other victuals j 
which is Ipeedily made away with at night. 

The environs of Batavia arc very plealant, 
and are almoft every where, interfered with 
rivulets, by which the circumjacent rice- 
plantations, are inundated, and fertilized in 
the proper feafon. 

There are five principal roads, which 
lead from the city, towards the country, and 
which are all planted with high and fhady 
trees. 

That which runs to the eaftward, to Ansjof 
and the feacoaft, is laid along the fide of a 

rivulet. 
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rivulet, the ftream of which running down 
an imperceptible flope, is very flow, which 
makes it refemble the canals for inland na- 
vigation, in Holland. Both fides of it, are 
adorned with gardens ; but they are begin- 
ning to be negledled, lave one or two, be- 
longing to the direflor general. 

At no great diflance from the lealhore, 
whither this road finally leads, there is an 
oyfterbed ; and on the beach Hands a houle 
of entertainment, which is relbrted to by the 
Europeans, for the purpole of eating this 
Ihellfilh. 

The fecond road has the appellation of the 
MangO‘doa^ from its having been formerly 
planted with aMouble row of mango-trees. 
This runs more Ibuth than the former one, 
and farther inland. Along this road there 
are likewife many gardens, but they are 
none of them lb Ipiendid and pleafant as 
thofis which border and embellilh the road 
to Jaccatrai for there, the fineft pidure that 
can be conceived, prelents itlelf to the de- 
lighted eye, both with refped to the grandeur 
of the buildings, and the elegance of the 
grounds. Moft of the houfes belonging to 
them, have their fronts towards the road, and 

from 
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frditi the backrooms they have a profpe6i of 
the river of Jaccatra. 

This road is nearly two hundred feet 
broad, and is clofely planted with trees. I 
do not know, that I ever beheld a more de- 
lightful avenue. It terminates at a fmall 
fort, which is called Jaccatra, fituated about 
half a Dutch mile from Batavia, and though 
the road is continued, thence to Weltevreeden, 
the country-feat of the governor general, and 
beyond it farther into the country, it alTumes, 
on the other fide of Jaccatra, the name of 
Goenong Sari. 

The fourth, is called the Molenvliet, or 
Mill-drain, becaufe part of the water of the 
great, or Jaccatra, river, is diverted through 
a channel, along this road, for the purpofe of 
turning a powdermill, which ftands fcarcely 
ten minutes’ walk from the city. The road 
leads along the canal, for full half a Dutch 
mile up the country, and is equally adorned 
on both tides, with haiidfome hoiifes, and plea- 
fant gardens. It then proceeds to Tanabang, 
where a large market is held ev'ery Saturday, 
for all kinds of provifions, which are brought 
thither from the interior parts. 

The fifth road leads through the Chinefe 

Campm, 
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Campon, alio along a river, to Fort 
and is, in like manner, bordered on both fides 
with gardens. 

None of thefe roads, nor any of the jftreets 
in the city, are paved ; the ground confifts of 
a hard elay, which is made very finooth and 
plain; only in the city, along the fides of the 
ftreets, by the houfes, are ftone footpaths, of 
about- Aree or four fe6t in breadth 

* rthe Iheds and canals, at Batmna, are planted on each 

fide with large trees ; generally the m&fhyUum eahfhylhm and 
the eanmum cmmune^ and fome others ftiil fcarccr. T, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Govemtmnt of Batavia.— C e«H«7 of India. — G«- 
vemor General. — DireSor General— Counfellors of 
India. — Council of JuJiice. — Board of Scheepens . — 

Funijhments.— Impalement. — Mucks Orphan- 

Chamber. — Society for the Opium-Trade. — Chief 
of the Marine. — Commandant and Upper Comp- 
troller of Equipment. — Vice-Commandant.— .Mili- 
tary . — Militia. — Of Ranks and Precedency . — 
Sumptuary Laws. — Clergymen. — Coins. — Weights. 
—Meafures. 

TPhE chief government of Bata‘t)ta, and 
of all the polTeffions of the Dutch Eaft-In- 
dia Company in Alia, is vefted in the coun- 
cil of India, with the governor general at 
their head. 

This council conlifted, when I was there, 
befides the director general, of five ordinary 
counfellors, including the governor of the 
Cape of Good nine extraordinary coun- 
fellors, and two fecretaries. 

Five of the extraordinary counfellors, were 
governors of the out-fa6tories of Java's 
Nortbeaji Coaftt Coromandel, Amboyna, Cey- 
lon, and Macajfer. 


This 
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This council determines affairs, of every 
kind, thofe which relate to the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice alone excepted. Yet in civi 
matters, an appfeal may be made from the 
fentence of the council of juffice, to the 
council of India. 

All appointments and promotions to 
offices, are effe6led by the council of India, 
not excepting that of the governor general ; 
but this muff be confirmed by the affembly 
of feventeen, in the Netherlands *. 

The 

* Ecclcfiaftica! preferments, and the appointment of the 
minifters of juftice, proceed immediately from the dircdion in 
Holland# In the council of India, the governor and direflor 
general, and the five ordinary counfcilors, alone, conclude 
upon mofl: matters that are brought before them ; the other 
nine members are properly only aflefTors, who may give their 
advice, but have no votes, except in the queftion of war or 
peace with the Indians, in the pardoning of criminals con- 
demned to death, in the eleftion of a governor general, and in 
a few other important points. The power and infiuence of 
this body in the Indies, are unboundai. It is the reprefenta* 
tive of the ftate, and of the Company, and millions of Indians 
are fubje^fc to its fway. Kings and princes, are crowned and 
dethroned by its mandates. I have been witnefs/* fays 
Aay Huysers, a writer, to whom we havfe before had oc- 
cafion to refer, to the depofition of two powerful kings of 
the MoI$icca\ and tht hereditary prince of One of 

thefe died mlferably in a little village, near the place of my 
u rcfidence. I faw the venerable old man before bis death ; 



C *78 ] 

of the governor geaeral is 
almoft unboundedi and although he is obliged 
to give cognizance to the council, and con? 
fult them on fome matters, he poffeiies a moft 
arintrary and independent power in all : for 
there are few or no members of the council, 
who do not iland in need of his good offices, 
in fome inftance or other, for example, in 
order to obtain lucrative employments for 
their relations or favourites * ; and if this be 
not llifficient, to make them obey the nod of 
tlie governor, he is not deftitute of the 

he was fcventy«two years of age. When I exprelled my 
commiferatioa at the deep humiliation he had undergone, he 
anfwered, with a figb, in the Malay language, pointing to 
heaven, ‘ It U th of God** Other in fiances of the 

tyranny pf the Dutch Company over the native princes, are re- 
lated in the prefeut work. T* 
t By the fecond article of the oath taken by the governor 
general, as likewife by the counfellors of India, on their ap- 
pointment, they engage never to receive any gifts or prefcnts, 
^ diroflly or indireftly, firom any one under their authority ; 
neither in refpefl:, or in the hope, or cxpeSiation thereof, 
nor of any advantage, fevour, or other private conildera- 
ration, either of reladonlhip, hiendfhip, or otberwife, to ap- 
** point, or caufe to be appointed, any other individual to an 
office, place, or flation, than fuch as they believe and £nd 
to pofiefs the moll experience, the moll integrity, the moft 
fidelity, and the moft ability, for the fame.*^ So much do 
nm regard oaths ! T* 
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means pf tormenting them, in every way» 
under various pretences ; nay, of fending 
them prilbners to Europe: as was done, 
with refpe6l to M. M. Van Imhof, de 
Haaze, and Van Schinnen, in the year 
J74C% by the governor general Vaj-ke- 
NiER *. As, therefore, thole who are im- 
mediately next to him in rank, depend upon, 
and ftand in awe of him, it follows, that 
the lervants of the Company, who are in 
inferior ftations, feel ft ill deeper reverence, 
and tremble before him, as in the prefence 
of one, from whole arbitrary will and 
power, their happinels or mifery wholly de- 
pends : the llavilh ftibmiffion with which his 
commands arc received and executed, is, in 
confequence, fcarpely credible; for how is 
it poffible that freeborn Hollanders, Ihould 
bow thcmfelves fo low, beneath the igno- 
minious yoke I 

His excellency the governor general, at 
prefent, ufually refides at his country feat, 

: ' ^ Vai,ice¥iee, who was the perfonal caemy of the above 
gentlemen, tyrannically abufed his authority in fo far, that^ 
when the council of India refufed to lanffion this arbitrary 
meaftire, he furrounded the council'table with a body of armed 
pen, and thus coaftrained them to aCent to his wifties. Tm 

called 
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called Weltevreeden^ about an hour and a 
quarter’s walk from Batavia^ and which is 
a fuperb manfion. 

He gives public audience here, every 
Monday and Thurfday; and on Tuefdays, 
and Fridays, at another feat, fituated nearer 
to the city, on the Jaccatra xo2lA. On the 
other days of the week, he is inacceffible to 
every body, and can not be Ipokeu to, unlefe 
on affairs of the greateft importance and 
urgency. Nobody goes thither, without 
having feme bufinefs to caU himj for it 
would be taken extremely ill, if any one was 
to pay a vifit of mere ceremony. The time 
of audience is from fix o’clock in the morn- 
ing till eight. Every one waits, in the open 
air, in the court, before the houfe, till he 
is called in by one of the body-guards. 

When the governor rides out, he is always 
accompanied by feme of his horfe-guards. 
An officer and two trumpeters precede his 
approach, and every perfon who meets him, 
and happens to be in a carriage, mufi flop, 
and ftep out of it, till he has rode by*. 

A com- 

# This humiliating homage, as well as that paid to tb» 
eJek heerta, or coimfeUors (rf India, as will be prclently noticed, 

are 
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A company of dragoons always mount 
guard at Weltevreeden. He has befides foinc 
halberdiers, who are employed in carrying 
meffages and commands, and who always 
are attendant on the governor’s perfon, 
wherever he goes. They are drelFed in 

arc eqmlly required trom foreigners. Thefe ceremonies aw 
generally complied with by the captains of Indiameni and 
other trading Ihips ; fays Captain Carteret, wk> 

i^as at Batavia^ in 1768^ ‘‘having the honour to, bear 
“ majcHy’s commifiion, I did not think myfelf at liberty to 
pay to a Dutch governor, any homage which is not paid 
** to my own fovereign : it is, however, conftantly required 
of the king’s officers ; and two or three days after my arii- 
‘* VaI, the landlord of the hotel where I lodged told me* 
be had been ordered by the Jhebmdar^ to let me know that 
my carriage, as well as others, mull flop, if I fliould meet 
‘‘ the governor, or any of the council; but 1 defired Mm to 
“ acquaint the foehand&r^ that I could not confent to perform 
any fuch ceremony ; and upon his intimating fomething 
“ about the black men with flicks, who precede the approach 
of thefe great men, I tedd Mm, that if any infult fhould be 
offered me, I knew how to defend myfelf, and would take 
^ care to be upon my guard, at the fame time, pointing to mj 
‘‘ piflols, which happened to lie upon the table : upon this he 
‘‘ went away, and about three hours afterwards returned, and 
told me he had orders from the governor to acquaint me, 
^ that I miglit do as I pieafed.” Since that time, the Englifh 
officers, have never been required to comply with this degrad- 
ing cuilom ; yet when they have been in an Mied carriage, 
nothing has deterred the coachman from flopping and alight-^ 
ing, in honour of the Dutch grandee, but the mofl peremp* 
tory menace of immediate death. ■ . 

iliori 
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lliort coats of fcarlet cloth, richly laced with 
gold, and follow in rank upon the junior en^ 
fign in the Company’s fervice. 

When his excellency enters the church, 
all perlbns, both men and women, the coun^- 
fellors of India not excepted, Hand up, in 
token of refpe6t *. His lady receives the 
fame honours, and is equally efcorted by a 
party of horfe-guards, when flie rides but. 

The governor general, who was in office 
at that time, was Mr. Peter Albert Van 
DER ParrA, a native of Colombo^ the chief 
fettlement of the Dutch in Ceylon, He was a 
man, inimical to all pomp, and in this relpeflt 
very different from moft of his predecef- 
lors. He was remarkably temperate, gene- 
rally drinking pure water, and feldom taking 
any wine or beer. He was commonly oc- 
ctipicd the whole day; and when he did 
not affifl at the council-table, he was clofeted 
with bis fecretary and clerks. 

The direft or general, who is the eldeft 
counfell or of India, is the next in rank. The 
diredtion and controul, over the trade of the 

* This etiquette was aboiifiied upon the acceiiion of R. db 
Klekb to tlie government in 1777, aS/ appears in the fe- 
quel. 
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Company, thronghont ?iU India, and to flu- 
rope, together with every thing that relatw. 
to it, is exclulively entrufted to him. The 
governor general does not in the iea^ meddle 
in thefe matters, if the diredor have but the 
needful ability. 

Next in order, follow the ordinary and 
extraordinary counceliors of India. Thofc 
who refide at Batavia, are alfo ufually pre- 
fidents of ditftrent boards or courts. Every 
counfellor of India, has likewife the corref. 
pondence with one of the out-fadories, al- 
lotted to him ; the general hirpfelf has that 
of one or two fettlements, and no one is 
excufed, in this refped, but the diredor, on 
account of his multifarious other avocations. 

Although every member of the council, 
lies under this obligation, there are but few 
of them, who take the trouble of the charge 
upon themlelves j moft of them caule it to 
be elFeded by perlons of a lower rank j and 
the heft inftitiitions are thus perverted by 
felfilhneis and floth. 

When a counfellor of India, or his lady, 
enters a church, all the men ftand up, in 
the fame manner as for the governor gene- 
ral, but the women remain fitting- On 

meeting 
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meeting one of them in a carriage, every 
body muft ftop, rife up, and bow to them, 
and ftay till they are gone by. 'When they 
go out, they have two Daves, who run before 
them with Dicks, while other people are al- 
lowed but one. 

There are always two fecretaries of the 
government, who take down in writing, 
allthepropofitions, or refblutions, which have 
been difculTed in the council, and lay them 
before the governor general, when the af- 
fembly is broke up. He examines them, 
and gives direflions what is to be made into 
decrees, and what is only to be inferted in 
the journals for notification. The refolu- 
tions being then drawn up in writing, by 
the firft fecretary, they are again prefented 
to the governor, who makes fuch alterations 
in them as he thinks fit ; and at the enfuing 
feffion of the council, they are read over, and 
approved. 

The falary of a counfellor of India, is a 
thoufand rixdollars per annum j befidcs 
which he has fix hundred rixdollars for 
houferent, feven hundred for his trouble in 
figning difpatches, three hundred towards 
providing his table, together with a confide- 

rable 
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rable allowance of provifions from the Com- 
pany’s warchoufes. Taking every thing 
together, he can reckon upon a yearly in- 
come of four thoufand rixdollars, or nine 
thouland fix hundred gilders Befides the 
above, the firft fecretary has the emoluments 
attending *he making out of the comtnif- 
lions, which do not amount to a trifle, ef- 
pecially when many appointments of go- 
vernors, directors, or commandants occur, 
who pay liberally for their commiffions; 
Ibmetimes giving fees to the amount of a 
thoufand rixdollars. Yet none of them can 
fave any thing from this income, which they 
amply want for their houfehold expences; 
for which reafon, they are generally favour- 
ed with the government or diredorfhip of an 
out-fettlement, after they have been three or 
four years in the council. 

The private fecretary of the governor 
general, is ufiially promoted to be fecretary 
to the council, upon a vacancy. 

Thirty-fix or forty clerks, are daily em- 
ployed in the fecretary’s office, which is next 
to the government-houfe, in the caftle. 

They 


♦ About 875*; fterUng. T. 
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Thsf hav6, for the tfloft part, the taok of 
junior merchants ; neverthelefsj they are not 
aMe to earn more than a bare fufficiency to 
fobfift on. 

juftice is admiiiiftered to the fervants of the 
Company, by an affembly, hating the appella- 
tion of council of jufoce. This body is, by its 
conftitution, independent of the council of 
India ; but as the members of which it con* 
fifts, have equally many 'svants and withes 
to be fulfilled, they likewife endeavour fO 
he near the fountain-head of promotion and 
advantage ; and, as well as all others, fol* 
Jow the inclinations of their tbvereign ruler, 
in alt cafes that are brought before them. 
This council confifts of a prefident,who ranks 
next to the junior counfellor of India, eight 
ordinary members, and two adjutors, taken 
from the Company’s fervants. Their ta- 
kry is, as I was informed, no more than 
twothoutand two hundred rixdollars ; which 
if fcarcely fufficient for the fupport of their 
eflablilhments : they are, befides, obliged to 
ferVe the office of counfellor of juftice, for the 
^ce of ten years, before they may be can- 
didates for any other ♦ffice. 

Thcffe arc two filcals belonging to this 

council. 
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council, one of which bears the title of ad- 
vocat-efifcal, or attorney general, but whofe 
office relates only to the peribns in the Com- 
pany’s fervice, both by fea, and by land. 
The other is ftiled the water-fifcal, and 
through whom, all indi<anaents relative to 
jiavigatidn are made. This was formerly one 
of the moft lucrative employments of ail 
India, and it is Hill very advantageous,though 
not fo much lb as before, becaule the private 
trade, is nothing like fo flourifhing as it was 
in former times. The methods by which 
fortunes were made in this office, will eafily 
be conceived by feafariiig people. The fe- 
cretary of the council of juftice, has the rank 
of merchant. 

The citizens, and free merchants of Sa^ 
iavia, who are not in the Company’s ftrvice, 
are amenable to a feparate municipal court 
of juftice, being what is called the board of 
fcbeepem, or aldermen, who are eight in 
number, with a prefidenf, who is a member 
of the council of India. 

To this court belong a Iherift, for the 
matters which relate to the city, and a con- 
ftable of the territory of Batavia ; both of 

whick 
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which are very lucrative offices, and are 
never beftowed but on great favourites. 

The puniffiments iiiflided at Batavia^ are 
exceffively fevere, eipecially flich as fall upon 
the Indians. Impalement is the chief, and 
moil terrible. 

In the year 1769, I faw an execution of 
this kind, of a Macaffer flave, who had mur- 
dered his mailer ; which was done in the 
following manner. The criminal was led, 
in the morning, to the place of execution,, 
being, the grafs-plat, which I have before 
taken notice of, and laid upon his belly, be- 
ing held by four men. The executioner then 
made atranfverfe incifion at the lower part 
of the body, as far as the os facrum ; he then 
introduced the ffiarp point of the Ipike, 
which was about fix feet long, and made of 
polilhed iron, into the wound, fo that it paff- 
ed between the backbone and the Ikin. Two 
men drove it forcibly up, along the fpine, 
while the executioner hel,d the end, and 
gave it a proper diredlion, till it came out 
between the neck and ffioulders. The lower 
end was then put into a wooden poll, and 
riveted fall; and the fufferer was lifted up, 
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thus impaled j and the poftftuckin the ground. 
At the top of the poft, about ten feet from 
the ground, there was a kind of little bench, 
upon which the body refted. 

The inlenlibility, or fortitude, of the mife- 
rable fufferer, was incredible. He did not 
utter the leaft' complaint, except when the 
Ipike was rivetted into the pillar j the ham- 
mering and fhaking occafioned by it, feem- 
ed to be intolerable to him, and he then bel- 
lowed out for pain; and likewife once again, 
when he was lifted up and let in the ground. 
He fat in this dreadful fituation, till death 
put an end to his torments, which fortunately 
happened the next day, about three o’clock 
in the afternoon. He owed this fpeedy ter- 
mination of his mifery, to a light fhower of 
rain, which continued for about an hour ; 
and he gave up the ghofl half an houf after- 
wards. 

There have been in fiances at Batavtay of 
criminals who have been impaled, in the dry 
feafbn, and have remained alive^for eight, or 
more days, without any food or drink, which 
is prevented to be given them, by a guard 
who is fiationed at the place of execution, 

for 
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for that purpofe. One of the furgeons of 
the city afi'ured me, that none of the parts 
im mediately iieceffary to life, are injured by 
impaiement, which makes the punifhment 
the more cruel and intolerable ; but that as 
fbon as any water gets into the wound, it 
mortifies, and occafions a gangrene, which 
diiedlly attacks the more noble parts, and 
brings on death almoft imniediately. 

This miferable fufFerer continually com- 
plained of unfufFerable thirft, which is pe- 
culiarly incident to this terrible punifhment. 
The criminals are expofed, during the whole 
day, to the burning rays of the fun, and are 
unceafingly tormented by numerous flinging 
infedls. 

I went to fee him again, about three 
hours before he died, and found him con- 
verfing with the byflanders. He related to 
them, the manner in which he had murdered 
his good mafter, and expreffed his repent- 
ance, and abhorrence of the crime he had 
committed. This he did with great com- 
pofiire ; yet an inflant afterwards, he burfl 
out in the bitterefl complaints of unquencha- 
ble thirfl, and raved for drink, while no one 


was 
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was allowed to alleviate, by a fingle drop of 
water, the excruciating torments he under- 
went. 

This kind of punilhment, notwithftanding 
its great cruelty, is afferted by many, to be 
of the higheft neceffity, in a country, where 
a treacherous race of men, unreftrained by 
any moral principles from the perpetration 
of the greateft crimes, perform the daily 
menial and houfehold fervices of the Eu- 
ropeans. The flaves that come from the 
ifland of Celebes, and elpeciaily the Bouginefe, 
are ^uiltv of the mold horrid murders : mold 
of thofe who run mucks belong to that 
nation. 

Thele adds of indifcriminate murder, are 
called by us mucks, becaufe the perpetrators 
of them, during their fi'enzy, continually cry 
out, amok, amok, which fgnifies, kill, kilh 
When, by the fwallowing of much opium, 
or by other means, they are railed to a 
pitch of defperate fury, they fally out with 
a knife, or other weapon, in their hand, and 
kill, without diftindion of fex, rank, or age, 
whoever they meet in the ftreets of Bata- 
via-; and proceed in this way, till they are 
cither Ihot dead, or taken prifoners. Their 

intox- 
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iiitoxication continues till death j they run 
in upon the arms oppofed to them, and often 
kill their opponents, even after they are them- 
felves mortally wounded. 

In order, if poffible, to take them alive, 
the officers of juftice are provided with a 
pole, ten or twelve feet in length, at the 
end of which there is a kind of foi'k, made 
of two pieces of wood, three feet long, which 
are furniflied within with fliarp iron fpikes ; 
this is held before the wretched objedl of 
purfuit, who, in his frenzy, runs into it, and 
is thus taken prifoner. 

If he happen to be mortally wounded, he 
is immediately broken alive upon the wheel, 
without any form of trial, in the prefence of 
two or three of the counfellors of juftice. 

Many inftances of mucks occurred, during 
my refidence at Batavia 5 they were moftly 
done in the evening *. 

The 

It is reraarkabie, that at Batavia^ where the affaffios, jufl 
now defcribed, when taken alive^ arc broken on the wheel, 
with every aggravation of punifhment* that the moft rigorous 
juftice can inflicft, the mncks yet liappen in great irequency j 
'Vvhilft at Benmien, where they are executed in the moft fimplc 
and expeditious mannner, the offence is extremely rare* Ex- 
ceftfs of fevcrity in punifhment, may deter men from delibe-* 
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The orphan-chamber at Batavia, ferves, 
St the fame time, for the whole of the 

Dutch 

r^te, and interefted, zd:s of villany, hot they only exa perate 
Hill further, the atrocious enthufiafm of defperadoes. The 
Indian who runs a muck is always firft driven to defperation 
by fome outrage, and always firft revenges himfelf upon thofe 
who have done him wrong : they are generally flaves 5 who 
indeed are moH fubjedl to infiilts, and lead able to obtain 
legal redrefs. It has been ufual to attribute much to the con- 
fequences of the life of opium ; but the words of Mr. Stavq* 
niNUS, who fays that they are occafioned by the fwallow- 
ing of opium, or fy other meeins^'* feem to confirm the 
opinion entertained by Marsden, that this ihould probably, 
rank with the many errors that mankind have been led into, 
by travellers addicted to the marvellous. That thefe furious 
quarrels, and fanguinary attacks, do adiually, and frequently 
take place in fome parts of the eafi, cannot be controvert- 
ed ; but it is not equally evident that they proceed from any 
intoxication, except that o£ th^ir unruly pal&ons ; and many 
mucks might, upon fcrutiny, be foqnd tp be of th0 nature of 
one^ which Marsden particularizes, of a flave, who 
probably never indulged in the ufe of opium in Ms life, a 
man of Urong feelings, driven, by excefs of injury, to do- 
meftic rebellion ; or of that related in Lieut. Cook’s voyage 
in the Endemour^ of ^ free inhabitant of Patavia^ whofe braiii 
was fired more by the maddening fury of jealoufy, than by 
any adventitious intoxication. It is true that the Malays 
when bent upon any daring enterprize, fortify themfelves with 
a little opium, in order to become infcnfiblc to danger; as the 
people of another nation are Laid to take a dram ; but it mull 
be obferved, that the refolution for the adf precedes,- and is 
not the eifed of the intoxication. They take the fame pre- 
caution! 
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Dutch poffeflions in India. Every out- 
fa<3:ory has, it is true, its own ojphan-cham- 
ber, but they muft render account of their 
adminiftration, to that of the capital, and 
remit the effedls which are not claimed, or 
the heirs to which do not refide on the 
Ipot. That of Batavia correfponds with the 
orphan-chambers of the different cities where 
the chambers of the Eaft-India Company are 
eftablifhed *. 

The board conlifts of a prefident, who 
is a counfellor of India, and fix ‘weefmeejiers, 
or regents, who are appointed by the coun- 

caution, previous te being led to public execution 5 but on 
tbefe occafions, fhew greater figns of llupidity, than of frenzy. 
Upon the whole it may reafonably be concluded, that the 
fanguinary achievements, for which the Malays have been 
famous, or infamous rather, are more juftly derived from the 
natural ferocity of their difpofition, than from the qualities of 
any drug whatever* At Baimia^ if an. officer take one of 
thefe amoks, or mohawks, as they have been called by an 
eafy corruption, alive, bis reward is very confiderable, but if 
he kill them, nothing is added to his u foal pay ; yet fuch is 
the fury of their defperation, that three out of four, are of 
necefiity deflroyed in the attempt to fee urc them. 

^ Weejkamers^ or orphan-chambers, are eftablifhments which 
are difperfed throughout the United Provinces, for the ad- 
nainxftration of the eftates of ail who die inteftate, and the ap- 
portionment of them among the heirs* Z. 
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cil of India j with a lecretary, and a fworn 
clerk. The capital ilock. remaining in the 
hands of the orphan-chamber, amourited in 
the year 1766, to yia, 393,566 

There are leveral other courts, or boards, 
as the commiffioners of dikes and fluices, 
thofe of bankruptcies, a court of common 
pleas, a board of controul over marriages, and 
others. 

A Ibciety was eftablilhed at Batavia^ dur- 
ing the government of Baron Van Imhof, 
for the opium-trade, which is ftill in exift- 
ence. 

The ftock of the fbciety is divided into 
Ihares, of two thoufand rixdollars each, on 
which the half has hitherto only been fur- 
nifhed, but the remainder may be required at 
any time. 

The dividends are unequal, yet very large, 
and the lhares are fold at a high prcmiiini ; 
they are generally in the hands of the coun- 
fellors of India. 

The management of this trade, is en- 
trufted to a diredor, who is a counfellor of 
India, two adling proprietors, a cafhier, and 
a bookkeeper. 

Every 


* About #00/. iterling* f*. 
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Every cheft of opium ftarids the Com- 
pany in two hundred and fifty, and fome- 
times in three hundred rixdollars, and is 
delivered to the fociety for five hundred, 
and fometimes more. On the other hand, 
the Company is bound to fell this drug to no 
other. The retail of it, produces large pro- 
fits, as the fociety make eight or nine hun- 
dred rixdollars, and more, of every cheft. 
The gain would be more confiderable, , if 
this monopoly could be ftridily enforced, for 
the whole quantity of opium, confirmed in 
the eaftern parts of India j but, notwith- 
ftanding the Company have interdidled this 
trade to their fervants, and efpecially to the 
feamen, upon pain of death, and have pro- 
hibited the importation into any of their pof- 
feflions, by foreign nations, upon pain of 
confifeation of fhip and cargo, yet very 
great violations of thefe laws are daily prac- 
tifed in fecret, on account of the important 
profit which this branch of trade - afirords j 
by which the fociety is much injured, al- 
though, on their part, they do all they can, 
on the arrival of Ihips from the Ganges, t6 
difcover if any contraband opium be on 
board ; but thofe who engage in this illicit 

trade, 
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trade, take too many precautions, to run 
any danger of detedion. The Imuggiing 
trade which the Englifh carry on, in this 
article, in the eaftern iflands, and by way of 
Malacca^ is alfo extremely detrimental to the 
fociety. 

When any Ihips arrive in the road of 
Batavia, from fuch places, whence contra- 
band goods can be brought, two of the mem- 
bers of the council of juftice, with the water- 
fifcal, and the provoft-marfhal, are dilpach- 
ed the next day, in order to examine, whe- 
ther any prohibited wares are on board ; the 
examiiidtion, however, is only perlbnally done 
by the laftnamed officer, who reports the re- 
fult to the others. 

A chief of the marine, or port-admiral, 
has been eftablifhed at Batavia, fince the year 
1762. This office was filled by Mr. N. 
HptJTiNGH, vice-admiral of Holland, of the 
northern divifion. He is in rank equal to a 
counfellor of India, but takes place after 
the junior counfellor. He has the fame 
privileges ; has equally the ftyle of edele 
beer, and may be prefent at their afleniT 
blies ; but may not deliver his fentiments, 

except 



[ ^93 ] 

except in matters relative to his depart- 
ment. 

His chief occupation connjfts in fuperin- 
tending the reparation of thips j in examin- 
ing the fhips’ journals j in iiguing the fail- 
ing-orders, and the . warrants for delivery of 
ftores to the ihips ; and further, in keeping 
all that relates to maritime affairs in due 
order. 

Upon this officer, follows the comman- 
dant and upper comptroller of equipment, to 
whom fhe management of the flores is coii»- 
fided. He has like wife the fuperintendence 
over the difeharging and loading of the 
Chips, the manning of them, and the fur- 
nifhing them with provifions. This is aifo 
one of the moft lucrative, but, at the fame 
time, one of the moft troublcfome, emp oy- 
ments at Batavia. Since he has a head placed 
ovei him ; however, the former quality has 
greatly decrcafed, while the latter, has re- 
mained in full force. He is affifted by a 
vioe-commandant, and under comptroller of 
equipment, to whom he generally delegates 
the fuperintendence of the loading and un- 
loading of the fhips, and who fupplies his 

place, 
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place, in cafes of ficknefs, or abfeaice. This 
gentleman has the rank of poft-captain. 

The Company have granted to thefe three 
officers, as an emolument, the privilege of 
fhipping feme tons of goods (contraband 
wares excepted) by every fhip that fails to 
India, according to the fize of the veffels ; 
and if a fhip’s captain do not buy up thefe 
goods of them, at a very high rate, he is hire 
to find very fcanty opportunities of difpofing 
of his own. 

The commanders of veflels, with their 
lieutenants and mates, follow next in order ; 
the firft rank equal with merchants : when 
I was at Batavia, in 1770, there were thirty- 
nine of them, who refided there, or com- 
manded country-fhips. 

The whole of the land-forces of the Dutch 
in India, are under the command of one head, 
who was formerly ftyled captain-major, but 
has now the title of brigadier. In rank he fol- 
lows upon the chief of the marine. He has 
two lieutenant-colonels under him ; one of 
whom has the command of the military at 
Batavia, and the other at Ceylon ; there are 
befides fix majors, two of whom refide at 
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Ceylon, one on the Malabar coaft, one at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and two at Batavia', one 
of thefe laft is, at the fame time, chief of 
the artillery. 

There is a regiment of dragoons, which 
ierve as a body-guard to the governor gene- 
ral. The infantry are divided into two batal- 
lions, and are quartered within and without 
the city. 

Befides thefe regular troops, two compa- 
nies, called pennijis, are embodied, confid- 
ing in merchants, junior merchants, book- 
keepers, and affiftants. One Company are 
called of the caftle, and the other, 

pennijis of the city. The former are com- 
manded by the firft fecretary of the govern- 
ment, and the latter by one of the lenior 
merchants of the caftle. They are reviewed 
once a year, by the governor general, and 
the council ; and each company have a dif- 
tindt uniform. 

The other Company’s lervants are allb 
formed into two companies ; one confiding 
in the marines, and others, belonging to the 
admiralty-wharf, with the commandant and 
upper comptroller of equipment- at their 

head^ 
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head ; the other of the workmen of the 
ambagts kwqrtier, with the fabriek as their 
captain. 

Independently of thele, all the free inhabi- 
tants, or citizens, are likewife enrolled in 
two companies of horfe, and of foot, which 
are commanded by a counfellor of India, as 
colonel, and mount guard every night at the 
townhall. 

All the pradlitioners of forgery, are lub- 
ordinate to a chief, who has the controul 
over ail the furgeons, and lurgeons’ mates, as 
well on board of the fliips, as in the hof- 
pitals ; and who has the rank of fenior mer- 
chant. 

It will not be unliiitable in this place, to 
make fbme mention of the diftindlions of 
precedency and rank, which are fo minutely 
attended to in all the Company’s poffeliions 
in India, and which may, on no account, be 
negledled ; more elpecialiy in all public 
companies, and affemblies. Every indi- 
vidual is as ftiff and formal, and is as feel- 
ingly alive to every infradlion of his privi- 
leges, in this refpedl, as if his happinefs or 
mifery depended wholly upon the due ob- 
fervance of them. Nothing is more par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly attended to, at entertainments, and 
in companies, by the mafter of the houfe, 
than, the feating of; every gueft, and drink- 
ing their healths, in the exad order of pre- 
cedency. The ladies are peculiarly prone to 
infift upon every prerogative attached to the 
ftation of their hulbands ; fome of them, if 
they conceive themfelves placed a jot lower 
than they arc entitled to, will iit in fullen 
and proud filence, for the whole time the 
entertainment lafts. It does not unfre- 
quently happen, that two ladies, of equal 
rank, meeting each other, in their carriages, 
one will not give way to the other, though 
they may be forced to remain for hours in 
the ftreet. Not long before I left Batavia, 
this happened between two clergymen’s 
wives, who chancing to meet in their car- 
riages, in a narrow place, neither would 
give way, but flopped the pallage for full a 
quarter of an hour, during which time, they 
abufed each other in the moft virulent man- 
ner, making ufe of the moft reproachful epi- 
thets, and whore and flave’s brat, were 
bandied about without mercy: the mother 
of one of thefe ladies, it feems, had been a 
Have, and the other, as I was told, was not 

a little 
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a little fufpefted, of richly delerving the firft 
appellation : they, at laft, rode by one an- 
other, continuing their railing till they were 
out of fight ; but this occurrence was the oc- 
cafion of an action, which was brought before 
the council, and carried on with the greatefi: 
virulence and perfeverance. 

To provide againft thefe difputes on the 
fubjeft of precedency, the refpechve ranks of 
all the Company’s fervants were afcertained 
by a refolution of government, which was 
renewed in 1764 ; and a regulation, refped- 
ing the pomp of funeral proceflions, was, at 
the fame time, added to it, which is ftill in 
force. 

Regulations were likewite introduced with 
reipeft to drefs, during the government of 
the governor general Mossel ; by which, 
perfons of a certain condition, were alone 
allowed to wear embroidered, or laced, 
clothes ; but this is but little attended to at 
prefent, for almoft every one who choofes, 
now goes drefied in this forbidden finery, 
and fumptuary laws fbon grow into difufe 
here, as well as in other places. Velvet 
coats are, however, not common, and they 


are 
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are abfolutely prohibited to be worn by any 
one under the rank of fenior merchant*. 

When 

* The a£l: by which thefe regulations were feilablillied, k 
compofed, together with a fuppiement,- of a hundred and 
tiiirfy-one articles, and relates to all the Dutch fettlements in 
India, It enters into the moft minute detail refpedting the 
carriages, horfes, chairs, fervants, drefs, of the Company’s 
fervants, and exhibits a Grange pidure of meannefs and iili* 
berality in the midft of affec^fed grandeur* By the 8th article, 
little chaifes for children, drawn by the hand, mufl not be 
^it, or painted, but in the exadfe proportion of the rank of the 
parents* By the 31ft, it is ordained, that no one lower in 
rank than a merchant lhall make ufe of a parafol, or umbrella, 
in the neighbourhood of the caftic, except when it rains. 
Ladies, whofe hulbands arc below the rank of counfellors of 
India, may not wear at one time, jewels of more in value than 
fix thou&nd rixdoEars ; wives of fenior merchants, are limited 
to four tboufand, others to three thoufand, and a thoufand* 
Article 49th, permits ladies of the higher ranks to go abroad 
with three female attendants, who may wear ear-rings of 
^ fingle middie-fized diamonds, gold hair-pins, petticoats of 
** cloth of gold, or liiver, or of filk, jackets of gold or filver 
gauze, chains of gold, or of beads, and girdles of gold, but 
neither pearls, nor diamonds, nor any other kind of jewek, 
** in the hair.” Wives of fenior merchants may have two, 
and ladies in an inferior ftation, one, maid, who may wear 
ear-rings of fmall diamonds, gold hair-pins, a jacket of fine 
** linen, and a chintz petticoat, but no gold or filver fluffs or 
** filks, or any jewels, true or falfe pearls, or any other ornaments 
of gold.’* By article 65, none but perfons of the higtiefl 
rank arc allowed to have any trumpets, clarions, or drums, 
among the mufic, with which it is cuftomary to ent^tain 
^uefls during dinner. There is a wife recommendalioa « 

the 
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Whela their number ijs complete, there are 
twelve clergymea of the reformed religion, 
at Bataviat fix of whom preach in the Dutch, 
four in the Portuguefe, and two in the Ma* 
lay, languages ; there are likewife three 
Lutheran minifters, who preach in Dutch. 

Service is performed every Sunday, in the 
above three languages ; in Dutch, at two 
churches in the morning, but only at one 

the Sjd article, to the officers of the Company m Bengal, mt 
to ftirpafs their predcceifors in pomp of drefs, or appearance, 
and e£pecially not the governoa^ or chiefs of the other Euro- 
pean fettlements. Perhaps the noth article, is the mo& 
curious of all* It allows to the diredor at Surat^ when he 
goes out in fete, among other things, four fans, made, accord- 
ing to the faihion of the country, with the feathers of birds of 
paradife, and cow-hair, with golden cafes and handies. It is 
in this fame afl of the council, that the orders before noticed, 
refpefling the homage to be paid by every one, on meeting 
the members of the government in their carriages, or when 
they enter the churches, are inferted. It likewife fixes the 
duties to be paid upon all carnages, horfes, kc* It is worthy 
of obfervation, that thofe upon carriages encreafe downwards, 
from the higher to the lower ranks | memben of the govern- 
ment pay 50 rixdollars per annum, captains of the military^ 
merchants, too, junior merchants, &c. liac, book- 
keepers, &c. 180, citizens of no fpecial rank, and native inha- 
bitants of confideration, soo, and the common natives, 
jrixdoilars, for keeping of carriages. Larger or fealler fincs^ 

the penalties attached to the infra^ion of almoft all thefe 
fumptuary regulations* Where wealth and pride unite, they 
are, therefore, of little avail, to reftrain an excels of luxmiy. T . 
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ifi the afternoon. An examination of cafte- 
chumens takes place every Wednefday even- 
ing. So that upon the whole, thefe reverend 
gentlemen need not complain, when their 
number is complete, of too fevere labour in 
the vineyard of the Lord.. The morhing- 
fervice commences at half paft eight o’clock, 
and is generally over by ten, when the 
greateft heat of the day begins to come on. 

Ecclcfiafticai difputes, are never heard of 
here. The Company’s government, who 
are extremely anxious to avoid every thing 
that could interrupt the public tranquillity, 
would loon terminate the quarrel, by the 
liimmary argument of force, an example 
whereof is to be met with in Valentyn. 

It is much to be wilhed, that upright and 
learned clergymen, were alone fent hither. 
Yet that this is not always the calc, appears 
from a refolution taken by the government 
there, in the year 1768, earnellly to requeli 
that the allembly of feventeen, would dif- 
patch Ibme minifters of the golpcl, polTelTed 
of virtue and learning, to Batavia, with an 
augmentation of falaries and emoluments. 
Their falary was then one thouland eight 
hundred gilders per annum, but with their 

allowances 
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allowances for houferent, board, &c. they 
could reckon upon three thoufand which is 
certainly not enough to live upon at Batavia, 
with a family, and on an equal footing with 
the lenior merchants. 

Once in every year, or fometimes only 
once in two years, one of the clergymen of 
Batavia, go upon a vifitation, to the Com- 
pany’s pofleffions, on Sumatra's weft coaft. 
Some of them, well know how to avail of 
fuch occafions, to the advantage of their 
pockets, by taking with them as much mer- 
chandize for lale, as they can find room for 
in the fliip, by which they take their paflage. 

The coins current / at Batavia, are the 
following: — ^the milled Dutch gold ducat, 
which is worth fix gilders and twelve ftivers : 
the Japan gold cmpangs, of which the old, 
go for twenty-four gilders, and the new, 
for fourteen gilders and eight ftivers : the 
Spanifti dollar, or piafter, rifes and falls, ac- 
cording to the quantity in circulation, or the 
degree of demand j its value is generally be- 
tween fixty-three and fixty-fix ftivers : the 
milled filver ducatoon, which is the current 

* About 275/. fterling, T. 
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coin of the Company, throughout their pof- 
feffions, except on the continent of India ; 
its pro^rtionate value, according to the 
other coins, is fixty-fix llivers ; but in In- 
dian money it goes for eighty, at which 
rate it is current at Batavia ; at the Cape of 
Good Hope, it is worth feventy-two, and at 
Cochin leventy-five ftivers : the unmilled 
ducatoon, is two ftivers lefs at Batavia: the 
milled Batavia rupee, called the filver der- 
ham d'yava, which was formerly coined at 
Batavia, is made good in the Company’s 
books at twenty-four ftivers, and in circula- 
tion it is taken at thirty ; it is the only rupee 
that goes for fo much at Batavia, and is 
current at Amhoyna, Banda, Ternate, Macaf- 
far, and Malacca, at the fame ratCj but on 
the coaft of Malabar, it is eight per cent, 
lefs in value, than the Surat rupee- ; all other 
rupees generally go for twenty- feven ftivers j 
the Perfian rupees are the moft current ; 
there are aifo half and quarter rupees in cir- 
culation : the fmaller coins are IkillinffS. 
dubbeltjes, or twopenny-pieces, and doits; 
there are two forts of Ikillings, the old, 
which are the fame as are current in Hol- 
land, go for fix ftivers, but the new, which 
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are here called fliip-fkiilings, are worth feven 
and a half : twopenny-pieces, which are old 
and worn, go for two ftivers, but the new, 
for two ftivers and a half ; no other doits are 
taken in change, than thofe that are ftamped 
with the mark of the Eaft-India Company, 
and thefe are equal to a farthing in value : 
the rlxdollar, which is the money ufed for 
accounts in private trade, is a coin, which is 
worth forty-eight flivers, thus three new or 
milled ducatoons, are equal to five rix- 
dollars *. 

Moft merchants’ goods are calculated at 
Batavia, by picols of one hundred and 


* The following is a table of the value in Hei^ng money, 
of the above coins, at the par exchange of /.it per pound ; 
viz. 
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twentyrfive pounds, Amfterdam weight *, 
and thefeare fubdivided into a hundred cattis, 
each weighing one pound and a quarter. 

Rice, and other grain, i'" meafiired by 
coyangSj which differ in weight. On the 
receipt of the rice by the Company at Ja'Dat 
they muft weigh three thoufand five hundred 
pounds. They are Ihipped to Batavia for 
three thoufand four hundred, and landed 
there for three thoufand three hundred. The 
warchoufe-keepers, difpatch them for the 
out-fadlories for three thoufand two hundred, 
where they are unloaden for three thoufand 
one hundred, and, finally, they are delivered 
for confumption for three thoufand pounds at 
the out-fadlories, namely, thofe that receive 
their rice from Batavia^ as Malacca^ the 
Cape of Good Hope, Ceylon, Sumatra's weft 
coaft, Uc. thus every lofes five hun- 
dred pounds in weight •f. 

Sugar 

* RiCAtJD, in ys Trmti de €kmmenefmdkt^ ikc}kd^^ 
Batmjia^ equal to Am terdam weight. 

f This .deficiency is an allowanGe which is made to the 
Company’s fervants who i‘efp€<!llvely have the management of 
the rice, fo| infiance, for every 3,300 received at Bata^via^ the 
warehoufe*keepers are only bound to deliver 3,200, &c. 
Out of this di^rence they mufi make good all lofs^ by dufi? 
Ac. and ^hat they can keep over is a perquifite to themfelves* 

Similar 
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Sugar is taken by canaffers^ of three fkoh^ 
or three hundred and feventy-five pounds, 
neat, each : the grofs weight is about four 
hundred or four hundred and five pounds. 

The gantingy is a fmall rice-meafure, of 
thirteen pounds and a half in weight. 

Every bag of coffee, which is (hipped from 
Batavia to Holland, weighs two hundred 
and fifty-two, and a bale of cinnamon, 
eighty pounds. 

Similar allowances are made on moft of the goods in winch 
the Company trade, and they are all very particularly fixed by 
a refolution of the councU. They form a very material part 
of the income of the Company’s fervants ; who, however, 
are bound to fell again to the Company, what they have gain- 
ed in this way, of all ipices, coffee, ialtpetre, japan copp^f 
and tin ; the other articles they are allowed to difpofe of a» 

they plea(c» T. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Mode of livitig of tie Ettrofeans at Batavia*—* 
Women.— tbAr early Marriages.— Complexion . — 
'^temper. — -Manner of lafe. — Education of Chil- 
dren. — Bathing. — Excejfve JealouJy of the Indian 
tallies. — Cruelty to their Female Slaves. — Short 
Widowhoods. — their Drejs.— Diverjions. — Car- 
riages. — Norimons. — Carts drawn hy Buffaloes . — 
Further Far titulars of the Management of the 
Company's Frade.— Senior Merchants of the Caftle. 
— Admnifirators or Wareheuje-keepers. — Cctn- 
mjfaries at the Warebotfes.— Exportation of Gold 
and SiliTer to India. 

Europeans, whether Dutch, or of 
any other nation, and in whatever ftation 
they are, live at Baiaviut nearly in the fame 
manner. In the morning, at five o’clock, 
or earlier, when the day breaks, they get up. 
Many of them, then go and fit at their doors j 
but others ftay in the houfe, with nothing 
but a light gown, in which they fleep, thrown 
over their naked limbs ; they then breakfaft 
upon coffee or tea ; afterwards they drefs, 
and go out, to attend to the bufinels they 

may 
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may have. Aliuoft all, who have any place 
or employment, muft be at their proper 
ftation at, or before, eight o’clock, and they 
remain at work till . eleven, or half paA. 
At twelve o’clock they dine ; take an after- 
noon’s nap till four, and attend to their bufi- 
nefs again till fix, or take a tour out of the 
city in a carriage. At fix o’clock they 
aflemble in companies, and play, or converfe, 
till nine, when they return home ; whoever 
choofes to ftay to fupper is welcome ; and 
eleven o’clock is the ufual hour of retiring to 
reft. Convivial gaiety foems to reign 
among them, and yet it is linked with a 
kind of fufpicious referve, which pervades all 
ftations, and all companies, and is the con- 
fequence of an arbitrary and jealous govern- 
ment. The leaft word, that may be wrefted 
to an evil meaning, may bring on very 
ferious confequences, if it reach the ears of 
the perfon who is aggrieved, either in fad, 
or in imagination. 1 have heard many peo- 
ple afiert, that they would not confide in 
their own brothers, in this country. 

No women are prefont at thefo aflemblies, 
they have their own foparate companies. 

Married men, neither give themfolves 

much 
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much concern about their wives, nor fhew 
them much regard. They feldom converfe 
with them, at leaft not on ufefui fubjeds, or 
fuch as concern fociety. After having been 
married for years, the ladies arc often, 
therefore, as ignorant of the world and of 
manners, as upon their wedding-day. It is 
not that they have no capacity to learn, but 
the men have no inclination to teach. 

The men generally go dreffed in the 
Dutch fafhion, and often wear black. 

As foon as you enter a houfe, where you 
intend to ftop for an hour or more, you arc 
defired by the mailer, to make yourfelf com- 
fortable, by taking off Ibme of your clothes. 
See. This is done, by laying afide the fword, 
pulling oflF the coat, and wig (for moll men 
wear wigs here), and lubllituting in the 
room of the lall, a little white night-cap, 
which is generally carried in the pocket, 
for that purpofe. 

When they go out, on foot, they are at- 
tended by a Have, who carries a lunlhade 
(called' here fambreel ov fay ang) ex 

heads ; but whoever is lower in rank than a 
junior merchant, may not have a flave behind 
him, but mull carry a linall funlhade himlfelf, 

Moll 
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Moft of the white women, who are feen 
at Batavia^ are born in the Indies. Thofe 
who come from Europe at a marriageable 
age, are very few in number. I Ihall, 
therefore, confine my obfervations to the 
former. 

Thefe are either the offspring of European 
mothers, or of oriental female flaves, who 
having firfi: been miftreffes to Europeans, 
have afterwards been married to them, and 
have been converted to chriftianity, or at 
leaft have aflumed the name of chrilfians. 

The children produced by thefe marriages, 
may be known, to the third and fourth gene- 
ration, efpecially by the eyes, which are much 
fmaller than in the unmixed progeny of 
Europeans. 

There are like wife children, who are the 
offspring of Portuguefe, but thefe never 
become entirely white. 

Children born in the Indies, are nick- 
named liph^s by the Europeans, although 
both parents may have come from Europe- 

Girls are commonly marriageable at 
twelve or thirteen years of age, and fbme- 
times younger. It feldom happens, if they 
are but tolerably faandfome, have any mo- 
ney. 



ney, or any to exped, or arc related to 
people in power, that they are tinmarried 
after that age. 

As they marry while they are yet children, 
it may eafily be conceived, that they do not 
poffefi thofe requifites which enable a woman 
to manage a family with propriety. There 
are many of them, who can neither read 
nor write, nor poffefe any ideas of religion, 
of morality, or of Jfocial intercourfe. 

Being married fb young, they feldom get 
many children, and are old women at thirty 
years of age. Women of fifty, in Europe, 
look younger and freftier, than thofe of 
thirty at Batavia. They are, in general, of 
a very delicate make, and of an extreme 
fair complexion ; but the tints of Vermillion 
which embellifli our northern ladies, are 
wholly abfent from their cheeks; the fkin of 
their face and hands, is of the moft deadly 
pale white. Beauties muft not be fought 
amongft them ; the handfomeft whom I law, 
would foarcely be thought middling pretty, 
in Europe. 

They have very fupple joints, and can 
turn their fingers, hands, and arms, in 
almoft every direflion; but this they have 
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in common with the women in the Weft- 
Indies, and in other tropical climates. 

They are commonly of a liftlefs and lazy 
temper ; but this ought chiefly to be aicribed 
to their education, and the number of flaves 
of both fexes, that they always have to wait 
upon them. 

They rife about half paft feven, or eight 
o’clock, in the morning. They Ipend the 
forenoon in playing and toying with their 
female flaves, whom they are never without, 
and in laughing and talking with them, 
while a few moments afterwards, they will 
have the poor creatures whipped unmerci- 
fully, for the mereft trifle. They loll, in a 
loofe and airy drefs, upon a fofa, or fit upon 
a low ftool, or upon the ground, with their 
legs crofied under them. In the mean time, 
they do not omit the chewing of pinang, or 
betel, with which cuftom. all the Indian 
women are infatuated j they likewile maf- 
ticate the Java tobacco ; this makes their 
Ipittle of a crimfon colour, and when they 
have done it long, they get a black border 
along their lips, their teeth become black, 
and their mouths are very difagreeable, 
though it is pretended that this ufe purifies 

the 



[ 3>8 ] 

the mouth, and preferves from the tooth- 
ache. 

As the Indian women are really not de- 
ficient in powers of underftanding, they 
would become very ufeful members of fo- 
ciety, endearing wives, and good mothers, 
if they were but kept from familiarity with 
the Haves in their infancy, and educated un- 
der the immediate eye of their parents, who 
Ihould be affiduous to inculcate, in their ten- 
der minds, the principles of true morality, 
and polilhed manners. But, alas ! the pa- 
rents are far from taking fuch a burthenfome 
talk upon themfelves. As foon as the child 
is born, they abandon it to the care of a 
female Have, who generally fuckles it, and 
by whom it is reared, till it attains the age of 
nine or ten years. Thefe nurfes are often 
but one remove above a brute, in point of 
intellect ; and the little innocents imbibe, 
with their milk, all the prejudices andliiper- 
ftitious notions, which dilgrace the minds 
of their attendants, and which are never 
eradicated during the remainder of their 
lives, but feem to ftarap them, rather with 
the charafter of the progeny of delpicable 
flaves, than of a civilized race of beings. 

They 
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They are remarkably fond of bathing 
and ablutions, and they make ufe of a 
large tub, for this purpole, which holds 
three hogfheads of water, and in which 
they immerge their whole body, at lealt 
twice a week. Some of them do this, in 
the morning, in one of the running ilreams 
out of the city. 

In common with moil of the women in 
India, they cheriili a moil exceffive jealouiy 
of their hufoands, and of their female {laves. 
If they difcover the fmalleil familiarity 
between them, they iet no bounds to their 
thiril of revenge againil thefe poor bondf- 
women, who, in moil cafes, have not dared 
to reiiil the will of their mailers, for fear of 
ill treatment. 

They torture them in various ways ; they 
have them whipped with rods, and beat with 
rattans, till they link down before them, 
nearly exhauiled : among other methods of 
tormenting them, they make the poor girls 
lit before them in fuch'a poilure, that they 
can pinch them with their toes, in a certain 
fenfible part, which is the peculiar objedl of 
their vengeance, with fuch cruel ingenuity, 
that they faint away, by the excefs of pain. 

I ihaU 
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I fliall refrain from the recital of in- 
llances» which I have heard, of the moft 
refined cruelty prafitii^ upon thefe wretched 
viftims of jealoufy, by Indian women, and 
which have been related to me by witneffes 
worthy of belief ; they are too repugnant to 
every feeling of humanity, and furpafs the 
ufual bounds of credibility. 

Having thus latiated their anger upon 
their flaves, their next obje6l is to take equal 
revaige upon their hufbands, which they do 
in a manner lefs cruel, and more plealant to 
themfelves. 

The warmth of the climate, which in- 
fluences ftrongly upon their conftitutjons, 
together with the diffolute lives of the men 
before marriage, are the caufes of much 
wantonnefs and diffipation among the wo- 
men. 

Marriages are always made at 
on Sundays, yet the bride never appears 
abroad before the following Wednefday 
evening, when fhe attends divine fervice; 
to be fooner feen in public, would be a vio- 
lation of the rules of decorum. 

As foon as a woman becomes a widow, 
and the body of her hufband is interred, 

which 
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which is generally done the day after his 
deceafe, if fhe be but rich, (he has imme- 
diately a number of fuitors. A certain lady, 
who loft her hufband while I was at Ba~ 
tavia, had, in the fourth week of her widow- 
hood, a fourth lover, and at the end of three 
months, Ihe married again, and would have 
done it fboner, if the laws had allowed 
of it. 

Their drefs is very light and airy ; they 
have a piece of cotton cloth wrapped round 
the body, and faftened under the arms, next 
to the Ikin ; over it they wear a fhift, a 
jacket, and a chintz petticoat ; which is all 
covered by a long gown or kabay, as it is 
called, which hangs loofe ; the fleeves come 
down to the wi'ifts, where they are faftened 
clofe,with fix or leven little gold, or diamond 
buttons. When they go out in ftate, or to a 
company where they expedl the pretence of 
a lady of a counfellor of India, they put 
on a very fine muilin kabay, which is made 
like the other, but hangs down to the feet, 
while the firft only reaches to the knees. 
When they invite each other, it is always 
with the condition of coming with the long, 
or the fhort They all go with their 

heads 
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heads uncovered ; the hair, which is per- 
fedlly black, is worn in a wreath, faftened 
with gold and diamond hairpins, w'hich 
they call a conde* : in the front, and on the 
fides of the head, it is ftroked fmooth, and 
rendered Alining, by being anointed with 
cocoanut-oil. They are particularly fet up- 
on this head-drefs, and the girl who can 
drefs their hair the moil: to their liking, is 
their chief favourite among their flaves. 
On Sundays they ibrnetimes dreis in the 
European ftyle, with ftays and other faihion- 
able incumbrances, which however they do 
not like at all, being accuAomed to a dreis 
fo much loofer, and more pleafant, in this 
torrid clime. 

When a lady goes out, Ihe has uiually 
four, or more, female flaves attending her, 
one of whom bears her betel -box. They 
are fumptuoufly adorned with gold and' lil- 

* The Englifti travellers who have vifited Batamia^ have all 
admired the tafte of this head-drefs, which they have thought 
inexpreffibly elegant. When the ladles pay their evening* 
vifits to each other, the wreath of hair is furronnded by a 
chaplet of dowers, in which the grateful fragrance of the 
nySantbes famiac^ or Arabian jeflamine, unites with the mo- 
defl fweetnefs of the pliantha tuhcrofa^ and is beautifully in- 
termixed with the golden liars of the mmufops dmgu T, 
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ver, and this oftentatious luxury, the Indian 
ladies carry to a very great excefs *. 

They feldom mix in company with the 
men, except at marriage-feafts. 

The title of my lady is given exclufively to 
the wives of counfellors of India. 

The ladies are very fond of riding through 
the ftreets of the town, in their carriages, in 
the evening. Formerly, when Batavia was 
in a more flourifhing condition, they were 
accompanied by muficians : but this is little 
cuftomary at prefent, no more than rowing 
through the canals that interfedl the town, 
in little plealure-boats ; and the going upon 
thele parties, which were equally enlivened 
by mulic, was called orangbayen. 

When I came to Batavia^ there was a 
theatre there ; but it was given up before 
my departure. 

The coaches ufed at Batavia, are finall 
and light. No one is reftrained from keep- 
ing a carriage, but all are limited with re- 
Iped: to its decoration and painting. Thefe 
are Icrupuioully regulated, according to the 

* See the note in the foregoing chapter, relative to the 
famptuary regulations introduced at Bata<via^ of which this 
feems to be a notorious infradion.^^ T^ 

relpe6live 
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relpedive ranks. Glafs windows to coaches, 
are alone allowed to the members of the 
government, who have allb the privilege of 
painting or gilding their carriages agreeable 
their own tafle. 

It is ordained, that a Have lhall run before 
every wheel-carriage, with a ftick in Lis 
hand, in order to give notice of its nearnefs, 
and prevent all accidents ; for the ftreets not 
being paved, the approach of the carriage 
cannot be otherwife eafily perceived. 

A yearly tax is paid to the Company for 
keeping a carriage ; but moft people hire 
one, at the rate of fixty rixdollars a month, 
ofthe licenled llablekeepers, by whom the 
duty is paid *. Counfellors of India, and a 
few others, of the Company’s upper lervants, 
are exempted from it. 

Sedan-chairs are not in ufe here. The 
ladies, however, fometimes employ a con- 
veyance, that is Ibmewhat like them, and 
is called a norimon. This is a kind of box, 
narrower at the top than the bottom, and 

* The annual tax paid by the flablekeepers, is go rix- 
dollars, if living within, and 50, if without, the city. On a 
former occalion, the different rates of the duty on carriages^f 
paid by different perfons^ have been noticed* 


carried 
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carried by a thick bamboo pole, faftened 
over the top. They fit in it, with their legs 
crofled under them, and have then juft 
room enough to fit upright, without being 
feen. 

The carts, drawn by bufFaloes,which ferve 
to convey goods inland, are of a very fim- 
pie, and no lefs ciumfy, conftrudion. A 
long pole, which ferves for a beam, goes 
through an axletree, which turns two 
wheels, or rather round blocks like quoits, 
which are lawn out of the trunk of a thick 
tree, being about four feet in diameter, and 
having a round hole in the center, through 
which the end of the axletree is inlerted. 
At the farther end of the beam, there is 
a crofs piece of wood, of four or five feet 
in length, with four ftout pegs, which is laid 
upon the Ihoulders of two buffaloes, in the 
manner of a yoke, fo that their necks fit 
between the pegs, and this ferves both to 
bear the weight of the cart, and to drag it 
along. The carts themfelves are fmall, and 
cannot carry a great weight ; they have a 
covering made of leaves, to preferve the load 
from the rain. 


The 



[ 326 3 

The trade of the Company, as we have 
before faid, is managed by the diredlor 
general. The burthenfome duty of his of- 
fice, is greatly alleviated by two affiftants, 
who are fenior merchants of the caille. 
Their bufinefs confifts chiefly, in Superin- 
tending the hoofing in the Company’s 
warehoufes of all goods which are brought 
to Batavia hy their fhips, and the delivery of 
them again ; all returns on this Score, arc 
firft made to them. The fenior of them 
has the fuperintendence over all the goods 
that arrive, and the other, over thofe that 
are diipatched. Deliveries are made on 
warrants figned by one of them. All pa- 
pers, relative to trade, which are received 
from the out-fadories, are examined by 
them, and they report their contents to 
the diredor. They are both likewile ad- 
miniftrators of the great treafury, but de- 
rive little emolument from it. Their office 
is one of the moft troublefome of any in the 
Company’s civil fervice at Batavicy and is 
not equally lucrative in comparifon with 
others, to which lefe labour is attached, 
and whence much greater profits accrue ; 

yet 
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yet it is an office of much confideratlon, as it 
gives the precedency before all other fenior 
merchants. 

Ail merchandize is houfed in the Com- 
pany’s repofitories, which are fituated partly 
in the city of Batavia^ and partly on the 
ifland of OnruJij under the direction of admi- 
niftrators, or warehoufe-keepers, who muft 
render account of the fame. 

This branch of bufinefs is divided into 
feveral departments, each of which has two 
adminiftrators,two commiffaries, and a book- 
keeper. Some of thefe adminiftratorfhips 
arc very lucrative employments, efpecially 
that of the ifland Onruji, on account of the 
large quantities of goods, which are laid 
up there. A certain per centage is allowed 
to all the adminiftrators, upon the whole 
of the goods which they deliver, for wafte^ 
lofs in weight, and damage, when the de- 
livery is efFe6led within a twelvemonth af- 
ter the receipt ; but when the goods have 
lain more than a year in the warehoufes, 
he allowance is greater. 

The occupation of the commiflaries at 
the warehoufes, is to take care that the 
Company fiiffer no prejudice at the receipt 

or 
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or delivery of goods. They are obliged to 
be prefent at the weighing of every thing, 
and to be attentive to the accuracy of the 
weight ; an oath of fidelity in the dilcharge 
of their duty, is adminiftered to them, an» 
nualiy, by the council of juftice, 

The quantity of goods fent from Europe to 
India, is inconfideruble, in comparifon with 
thofe which are conveyed from one part of 
the Indies to another, or to Europe. The 
chief article of exportation to India, is gold 
and filver, both bullion, and, coined 

* The annual c^xportation of the precious metals to India, 
by the Dutch Eaft-India Company,, has been calculated at 
*/.6,ooo>ooo, or nearly .550,000/. T, 
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CHAFI'ER Vr. 

A jh(rr^ Account of the Out-fa5t cries. — Amboyna. 
— Banda. — Tirnate. — Macassrr. — Ti- 
mor. — Benjermassing. — Malacca.— 2"^ 
Nsrthecfl Coafi Java — Ccaft of Coroman- 
del. — Ceylon.. — Bengal. — Surat. — Coaft 
of' Malabar — Weji Ceaf of Sumatra. — 
Bantam. — Palembang. — Cherieon. — • 
frade /<? Japan. — fo China. — Ahnndonment of 
feveral FaSiories, and fradi gflaces.— Decay of 
the Company's Trade in the Weft of India, chiefly 
owing to the Preponderance of the Englijh — Pr^- 
miums % the Ship's Crews that return from In- 
dia. — Decay of Batavia, hy the Decrecfe of pri- 
vate Irade. — Unhealtioinefs of the Place.— -Ad- 
miniftralion of the Province ^ Jaccatra.— ji^- 
ports at Batavia. — Thi IJland Onrust. — De 
jKuiPER. — P urmerend. — Edam. 

TThE Company’s poffefficns in India, are 
diftinguifhed into thoie fituated to the eaft- 
ward, and thole to the weftward of Ba- 
tavia. To the enftward, the government, 
or province of Amhoynet, holds the firft rank ; 
to it belong the neighbouring illands, and 
part of the ifland of Ceram, The Com- 
pany’s 
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pany’s fervants appertaining to Amboynay 
■are in number about eight or nine hun- 
dred. 

The only article of trade produced here, 
is cloves ; thefe are grown in fuch quan- 
tities, that the government at Batavia, Ibme- 
times. order a large number of clove-trees 
to be extirpated, and that no more than a 
certain fixed number fhall be planted. 

Thus, by a refolution of the year 1768, 
they ordered that the propagation of the 
clove-trees fhould ceafe, till their number 
was reduced to 550,000 ; the number of 
trees, both young, and fruit-bearing, was 
then 759,040. In the year 1770, an ex- 
traordinary fine crop, produced upwards of 
2,200, ooolhs. of cloves ; each pound fcarcely 
Hands the Company in more than five 
Hivers *. 

Banda is the fecond government to the 
eaftward. It confifls of feveral fmall 

^ On Mr. Stavorinus’s fecond voyage be vifited Am* 
hyna^ and has there, in book ii. given a very copious account 
of it. We refrain, therefore, from making any additions, to bis 
ihort notice of it in this chapter ; and iliail only enlarge on 
thofe fettlements, which he did not himfelf touch at, and of 
which he gves no further, or a very flight account. T. 

iflands. 
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iflands *. The number of Europeans in 
garrifon, or otherwife in the fervice of the 

Com- 

^ The province of Banda is about three or four weeks’ 
fail from Batavia^ it conMs of fix fmall ^iflands, which lie 
clofe to each other ; upon Nezra^ which is fituate in 4® 30^ 
fouth latitude, ftands the chief fettlement of the pro- 
vince; it has a fpaclous and commodious harbour, but very 
difficult to be entered ; Ihips anchor under the cannon of 
two forts, called Belglca and 'Najfm ; the firft flands upon an 
eminence, and commands the whole extent of the ifland, 
and of the harbour, as well ion % it would how- 

ever, at leaft require a garrifon of 400 men to be capable 
of defence, and the whole number of military in all the 
iflands, fcarcely ever exceeds 300 ; the next iflamd is that of 
hmthoir^ or Banda proper. The refidencies of Wayer and 
Oerien^ are on this ifland, and it has a fort, and two or 
three redoubts ; the third and fourth in importance, are Fuh* 
naay and Bulo-run ; upon the Brfl: of which there is a fmall 
fort, and upon the other a redoubt ; and thefe four iflands* 
are the only places where the cultivation of the nutmeg-treo 
is allowed by the Company 5 the other two are, Ro%mgtn^ 
on which there is a redoubt, and to this ifland the Company 
often banifh their ftate-prifoners ; and Qunung-api^ winch has 
a volcano, conftantly emitting fmoke, and often flames. To 
this government like wife belong feveral other iflands in the 
neighbourhood, known by the appellations of the fouth- 
caftern, and the fouthweftern ifles. Their inhabitants are 
in alliance with the Company, and furnilh a confldcrabk 
quantity of provifions, confl fling of wild boars, flags, fea- 
cows, and other articles of food, which they barter at Neim 
for piece-goods, and other neceflaries. This trade, however 
trifling, i§ of much benefit to the inhabitants of Banda ; and 

it 
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Company there, does not much differ from 
that at Amboy ua. 

It has little to fear from enemies, being, 
as it were, fortified by nature, and almoft 
every where inacceffible, on account of its 
fteep fhores. The violent currents, and 
narrow paffages likewife make the naviga- 
tion very dangerous The Company’s 

fliips 

it k fuppofed that the province would reap greater advan* 
tages from it, if the Company would allow Neira to be- 
come a more commercial place ; but the fufpicious policy 
of the government, has always been directed to prevent 
the frequency of communication with the fpice-iflands, that 
as iktie opening might be left, as pofObie, for the profe* 
cution of a clandeftine trade, or for the knowledge of the 
fituation, and ilate of defence of thefe poirelTions* T, 

The eftablifhment at the ifles of Banda^ confined, in 
1776 and 1777, of 55 perfons in civil 'employments, 3 cler^ 
gymen, 16 furgeons and affiflants ; 35 belonging to the ar- 
tillery ; 8a feamen and marines employed on iliore ; 283 
foldiers, and 40 mechanics : in all 514 Europeans, bcfides 
a I of the natives in the Company’s fer vice : yet the orders 
of the Company require that the garrifon here ihould amount 
to 700 men, Befides the ufual faiaries, the Company allow 
their fcrvants at Banda, five per cent on the fale of goods 
imported, and feven per cent furplus-weight on the nut- 
megs colledled ; of which emoluments belong to the go- 
vernor, to the fecond in command, and the reft is 
diftributed by fixed portions among the other Company’s 
fervants ; fix per cent is likewife allowed on the nutmegs, 

and 
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{hips are obliged to be warped in with the 
aiEftance of many boats. 

The produce confifts in nutmegs and 
mace ; the former, ftand the Company in 
about one and a quarter ftiver per pound, 
and the latter in about nine {fivers *. 

The 

and twelve per cent on the mace, Ihipped off, for lofs ia 
weight by drying, crumbling, &c. ; the profit accruing by 
which, is divided equally between the governor, and the 
warehoufe-keepers ; the governor has likewife an allowance 
of /Ia4o, or about 22L per month, for table-money. When 
the Englilh Admiral Rainier took poiTefiion of the iflands 
of ?ind Banda^ in February and March, 1796, the 

firfi, and indeed the only article of the capitulation, was, 
that the fenior and junior officers of the civil efiablifh- 
** ment, the clergy, the military, and the marines, fhould 
continue to receive their ufual pay/^ Notwithfianding 
the natural means of defence of thefe iflands, they fell aa 
eafy prey to the Englifh ; no refillance was made, either 
here, or at Jmhoyna^ nor was there a fhot fired, or a man 
killed, on either fide. Tm 

^ This is nearly conformable to the prices fiated by Abb6 
RaynaL;, who fays that the Company paid nine fliversper 
pound for the mace, and one and an eighth for nutmegs; 
huttheiaft is, that the planters were formerly obliged to fur- 
nifh ail their fpice to the Company, upon pain of death for 
felling to any other, at 14 penaings, or of a fiiver, for the 
found nutmegs ; half as much for thofe which were worm- 
eaten ; 8 Rivers 5J- pennings for the mace; and half as 
much fortheduft of mace; but in the year 1778 a violent 

hurricane 
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The third government is that of Ternafe, 
to which the ifland of is fubordinate. 

The 

Imrricane having mined moft of the plantations, the price 
was advanced to 3I ftivers for the nutmegs, and 10 iiivers 
for the mace $ the charges of fhipping both articles, are 
about one gilder per cwt. ; and taking into calculation, the 
per centages allowed on the weight, as before mentioned, the 
invoice-value of each, would be as follows ; 

1000 iB, nutmegs, delivered by the planters# 

70 for 7 per cent allowed upon the colleftion 

930 Ih paid to the planters, at 3 J/. per /i. /.i6a. I$ 

IBn for 6 per cent allowed upon the ihipment 

874 Ik neat Charges of ihipping,/!x# per cwt 8. 15 

874 Ik nutmegs, therefore, flood theCompany in /• 1 71 . 10 

or 1 51. iij. 10^/. flerling, being about per pound. 

2000 IB. mzet^ paid to the planters, at 10 fi. per o 

1 20 Ik for I % per cent aUowed upon the fhipment. 

880 IB. neat. Charges of fhipplng, /.i per cwt 8.16 

880 IB. mace, therefore, flood the Company in /‘.508. 16 


or 46/. 5J. flerling, being about 1%-^, per pound. 

The real quantity of thefe precious fpices, produced in the 
Banda ifles, has never been exadlly known. The largefl 
quantity of nutmegs fold by the Eafl-India Company in Hol- 
land, at one time, was 280,964/^. in the year 1737 j in 
1756, was fold 341,427/^.i and, in 1778, 264, the 

average 
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The garrifon is computed to amount, alto- 
gether, to feven hundred men. Ternate is 

..O ' 

not 

average has been taken at 250,000/^. annually, fold in Europe 
at feventy-five flivers per pound, befides about ioo,ooo/iJ, 
difpofed of in the Indies, at no lefs a rate. Of mace, the 
average fold in Europe has been 90,000/^. annually, at fS 
per pound, and lo.ooolb. in the Indies. Againft, however 
the amazing profits accruing upon thefe articles, mufi be 
confidered, the important expences of the eftablifiiment at 
Bmda^ Three large ihips are difpatched thither, every year, 
from Java^ with rice and other neceflaries. In the year 
1779, the charges amounted to /.I46,i7©, and the revenues 
proceeding from the duties on imports, &c. to /1 9, 3 50, leav- 
ing a furpius in the charges of /. 136,820, or about 12,440/. 
fterling 5 although the able and intelligent governor general 
Mossel, in his plan of reform of the Company’s affairs in 
India, calculate^ that the revenues of Banda^ could be en- 
creafed to f-go^ooo^ taking, at the fame time, the charges of 
the efiablifhment at /1 13 5,000, by which the ultimate expence 
would be reduced by one half. Thefe iflands, however, can 
neyer be expelled to yield any advantage, befides that derived 
from the fpice-trade. Entirely cut off from all the other 
parts of India, and deprived of all commerce, fave the trifling 
bartering'trade we have noticed with the indigent natives of 
the foutheaflern and fouthweftern iflands, they are even deili- 
tute of the means of fubfi (fence for their own inhabitants, 
and roufi be fupplied with every neceffary from without. 
Nature, who has lavifhly beftowed upon them, articles of 
luxury and fuperfluity, has denied them thofe of in- 
difpenfkble necelfity, Banda is likewife accounted a mofl un- 
healthy place, efpeciaily at the thief fettlement of l^eha. 
Some attribute this circumftance to the neighbourhood of the 

volcano* 



not a fubjeft of ib much {blicitude as the 
iflands juft mentioned, for all the fpice-trecs 
which it poffeffed, are extirpated, and no 
others may be planted in their ftead 

This 

volcano, in the ifland oiGumngApn and others to a deleterious 

quality in the water. . , , r . 

When Admiral Rainier tookpofleffionofRWtf.he found 
in the treafury 66,675 rixdbllars. and in fiore S+.yyy^^nut- 
megs, and 19, 587/^ mace. The Englilh Eaft-India Con,, 
pany fold o,ooo/^. nutmegs, and 25,000/ii. mace, at that 
laft fpring-fale, which was the firft public fkle in England of 
thefe valuable articles. T. 

* The province of Temate, includes the iflands of Temate, 
Tidare, Motif, Machian, mA Bachian ; which are ivhat are 
properlv the Mduccat ; they are the original places of growth 
of the finer fpices, and larger nutmegs are ftill found in the 
■woods oiTernate, than any that are produced at 5 Wa. On 
the ifland of Ternete, in one degree north latitude, is lituate 
Fort Or-ra^ff, which is the refidence of the governor. The 
Spaniards had a footing in xhe Moluccas, as late as the year 
1663. at which period they abatidoned their eflablifliinent at 
Ganmalamma, which was formerly the refidence of the kings 
of rermte-, and the Dutch Eaft-India Company proving the 
lironveft in their wars, in 1680, with the confederated kings 
cixCt Moluccas, the king old ornate became tributary to them, 
and the kings of the other iflands were fo far rendered de- 
pendent upon them, that, in the year 1778, upon fufpicion 
of their having fet fome machinations on foot againft the Com- 
pany, the two jwwerful kings of Tidore and Bacbtan, were de- 
^fed, and fent in exile to Batavia, and their thrones given to 
other princes, upon condition of their becoming the vaflals of 
the Company. Some places, fituated in the caftern part of 

''the 
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This province cofts more to the Com- 
pany, than any profits that accrue from 

it. 

the ifland Celebes^ belong likewife to this government; the 
chief of them are Goroniah and Manado ; and the obje<^ of 
the Company in fettling there, is principally to furnifh pro- 
vilions for Ternate^ that part of Celebes being very fruitful in 
rice, and other neceifaries. They alfo yield a confiderable 
quantity of gold, about 24,000 taels, of a dollar and a half in 
weight, yearly, amounting, at per tael, to 120,000/. and 
efculent birds’ neiis, which are elieemed a great delicacy by 
the orientals, and efpeciaily by the Chinefe, in exchange for 
which the inhabitants take opium, Indoilan piecegoods, 
chiefly blue cloth, fine Bengal cofiaes and hummums, toge- 
ther with feme cutlery.- Ternate does not, in general, require 
any fupply of provifions from Java, as the ifles of Banda do. 
Some have given as a reafon for this difference, that, from 
the commencement of the dominion of the Dutch in the 
Molucca iflands, the lives of the inhabitants have been fparedi 
whereas in Banda, they were all exterminated, under the pretence 
that they were a perfidious nation, upon whofe engagements no 
dependence could be placed'; and now that the cultivation of 
the foil there has fallen into the hands of a mixture of Euro- 
peans and Indians, either as proprietors or leffees of the fpice- 
plantatlons, they have not been able to attend to the propagation 
of rice or other articles of food. In 17,7b-— 1777, the efla- 
blifomentof Ternate confifled of fifty-nine perfons in civil 
employments, three in ecckfiafiica! fitiiations, ten furgeons 
andaffifiants, thirty -eight belonging to the artillery, 2 i4feam€a 
and marines employed on fhore, 456 foldlers, and fixty-feven 
mechanics, in all 847. In addition to his falary, the governor 
has a yearly allowance of ^*2,400, or about 220/. llerllng, for 
the cxpence of entertaining the native princes ; the governor 
and the fecond in command, have five per cent divided 

equally 
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it. It is, however, of great impoftaftce, to 
defend the fpke-iflands, to which, together 
with five or fix other fmall iflands, it ferves 
as a key. Thefe are properly Molucca 
iflands. 

A few years ago, the Englilh efta- 
bliftied themfelves at a fmall ifland, not 
far diftant from TernatCy which is called 
Sullock, but they abandoned it again in 
1766. 

The charges which the Company incur 
at Termtey amount to about one hundred 
and forty thoufand gilders per annum, and 
the profits on the goods which are confumed 
among the natives, to fixty or feventy thou- 
fand 

This 

equally between them, on the fale of all goods imported ; and 
one per cent is allowed on the collection of gold, to be divid- 
ed between the governor and the coiieClor. 

* The Company pay a yearly fimi of /.3s, ^^50, or nearly 
3,000/, fterling, to the kings of iht Moluccas^ in confideration 
of which, they engage to deftroy all the fpice* trees, which are 
difperfed through the woods of their extenfive iflands, and 
detacjiments of Europeans are fent out from time to time, to 
fee that this extirpation be duly executed. The Company do 
not retain pofieflion of the Mduems on account of their in- 
trinfic value, but for political reafons, in order to keep other 
nations from the neighbourhood of Amkyna and Banda^ to the 

fecurity 
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This ifland fuffered greatly in the month 
of Auguft, 1770, by earthquakes. More 
than fixty violent fhocks were felt in the 
Ipace of four-and-twenty hours, and the 
fortifications were much injured. 

MacaJJer h the fourth government ; it is 
fituated on the ifland of Celebes^ part of 
which is under the dominion of the Com- 
pany, while they are in alliance with moil 
of the native ibvereigns of the remainder. 
The effablifhment here is equal to thofe 
of the beforementioned governments. There 
are fortreffes, which are dilperfed over the 
ifland, to keep the natives in awe ; but the 
chief power of the Company, confifts in the 
policy of fomenting the mutual jealouiy of 

fecurity of which the poffeliion of Temafe was fuppofed greatly 
10 contribute. The expences of government at the Moluccas^ 
were calculated by the governor general Moss ex, at/l 144.^500 
per annum, and the revenues at/190,000 ; but, in 1 779, after 
the revolution mentioned in a preceding note, the former 
were found to amount to /’.2a9,4o6, and the latter to 
/.1 14,997, leaving a deficit of /, 1 14,409, or about 10,400/. 
fierling, which is a large fum, when we confider that the 
mother-country derives no advantage from this fettlement; for 
the profits oil' the gold and birds’ nefis, beforementioned^ are 
confumed in India, and fcarcely fuffice to make good the 
charge of fending a £hip thither, as is done every year from 
Batavia, with ilores and ncccfiaries for the government. T, 

the 
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the Indian princes, their allies, by which 
they are prevented from uniting, and are, 
in confequence, unable to undertake any 
thing b^inft the Dutch. 

The profits of the Company amounted, 
in the year 1 755, to eighty thoufand, and 
their charges to one hundred and fifty-five 
thoufand gilders. 

Slaves and rice, are the chief objeds of 
traffic here ; but the eftabliffiment is like- 
wile confidered of great importance, for the 
fecurity of the Moluccas, and the fpice- 
iflands*. 

Upon the ifland of ’Timor, part of which 
belongs to the Portuguefe, and part to the 
Dutch, the Company have .a fmall fettle- 
ment, the profits and expences of which are 
nearly equal -f. 

At 

* See the further ample account of the fettiement at Macmf- 

in Mr, St A voaiNus’s Second Voyage, Jl 
f Timor is an ifland lying in the diredion of n.b. between 
S^40', and lo^ 30', fouth latitude ; the Dutch fettlement Is 
at a fort called Coufangy at the $. w. part of it, in latitude 10® 12/ 
fouth, and in longitude, according to the Dutch chartSj 
121^ 51^ eaft, but according to Captain Bligh, in 124^ 
41', ealf. The chief of the fettlement has the rank of mer- 
chant, with an additional falary of /,2,ooo, and the eftablilh- 
ment confined in 1776—1777, of ten perfons in civil, 

and 
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At BanjermaJJing, fituated on the Ibuth 
fide of the great ifland of Borneo, the 
charges and revenues are equally nearly 
upon a par. Its chief produdt is pepper 

Malacca 

and two in ecclefiaflical employments, two fnrgeons, live 
belonging to the artillery, eight marines, forty foldiers, and 
three mechanics, in all, feventy Europeans. The n.e. and 
fonth fides of the ifland belong to the Dutch, whofe governor 
has equally the controul over the neighbouring fmall jflaodsof 
^avu^ and fome others, which are governed by their 
own native princes, but who are dependent of the Company, 
and pay yearly acknowledgments of fl-nali value, coiiflfling 
principally in wax, which is the chief article produced in their 
domains. The Portuguefe have a fmall fadlory, called LiJ'au^ 
on the north flde of Timor* The charges of the Dutch efla- 
blifhment here, amounted, in 1779, to/.ii,7i2, and the re- 
ceipts to /. 13,6 19. And upon the whole, they have been 
computed to be nearly upon a par. Timor furniiiies a nuipber 
of flaves for private ufe, who are of a pliant difpofltion and 
temper, and are much employed at Banda^ in the ciiltivatioit 
and preparation of nutmegs and mace. The Company like- 
wife receive from Timor a conflderable quantity of fandal- 
wood and beefwax (though the former article is now fcarce), 
in exchange for piecegoods, on the fale of which five per cent 
is allowed, in equal proportions, to the two firfl officers; 
the profits on this little trade are more than adequate, to mah e 
good the charges of the Ihip, which is annually difpatched from 
Batavia^ for the purpofes of fetching them, and of carrying a 

cargo of neceflaries to the government. T, 

^ The factory at BmtjtrmaJJ^ng^ lies in 3^ foutli latitude. 
There is a fmall fort, where a junior merchant, as refident, 
with about twenty-five or thirty foldiers, are frationed. The 

obje6l 
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Malacca is the fifth government, and a 
place of great importance, for it commands 

the 

©bje^ of fibis ellablilhment, is chiefly the collections or pnr* 
chafe, of the pepper and rough diamonds, produced in the 
country* Five per cent on the pepper coileCted, is allowed 
to the refldenr. The contrad entered into with the king, 
obliges him to deliver 600,000 pounds, at three llivers 
per pound ; and this is the only article which induces the Com- 
pany to retain this pofleihon, for the profits on the rough 
diamonds, gold, wax, canes, and fago, would not be fufficlent 
to make good the charges- The refpedive qualities of thefe 
latter articles are alfo fo inferior, that the trade of the Company 
in them, is confined to a mere trifle* The circumjacent In- 
dian nations, and the Chinefe, carry on a great trade with Bor* 
neo. The Fnglifli have forae eftablifli men ts on the north 
coafl oi B&rneo but their fettlement at Balambangnn^ was de- 
llroyed, in 1775, by the Si;Ioos, and we know not whether 
it has been reeftablilhed. They have endeavoured to rear 
the nutmeg at thefe places.- They fucceeded tolerably in 
the beginning, but either their plants have degenerated, 
©r they had not origiiiaily the genuine kind, for the nut- 
megs they now produce are much lefs in value, than thofe 
which are grown at Banda^ and are, in fadt, what are called 
wild nutmegs, being of an oblong lhape, and a lefs Ipicy 
nature tlian the true ones, EanjermaJJwg is of no importance 
to the Company as a fource of revenue, for they do not poffefs 
a foot of land, without their fort, and arc obliged to be con- 
flantly on their guard againfl: the infidious attacks of the na- 
tives; though, in 1769^ an order, which was made in 17154, 
for all captains of veflels going thither, not to land ail the 
‘‘ cafh they had on board for the fadfory, at one time,^’ was 
withdrawn; the foit being then thought fufficiently flrong to 

withftand 
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the paffage through the jftraits of that name 
to the eaftern parts of Afia, as all Ihips 

withftand any aiTanlt of the Indians. The charges of this 
eftablilhoientj were, in 1779, /. 125091* about ijioo/. iler* 
ling* which* together with thofe of conveying the pepper 
to B^avmy are fcarcely .covered by the profits acauing on 
this fcanty trade# 

Landmk aiid Smcadana^ poffeHio-ns which the Dutch 
Company have obtained in Borneo^ by grant from the king of 
to whofe crown they were appendagesi being pro- 
vinces formerly conquered by the Bantamefe; in the year 
1778, he ceded the entire property of them to the Company, 
who immediately fent a ihip firom Batavia, with an adequate 
force to take poSefiaon of them* and enter into a treaty with 
the fultan of the country. Both thefe objeds having fuc- 
ceeded, the Company fettled themfelves in a fmall fort, called 
Puittima, fituated on a river of the name of The 

eftabliiliment, as may be conceived, is not large, it rernaining 
yet to be proved whether the commerce that may be carried 
on here, will anfwer the expence. Between thirty and forty 
men, are garrifoned here ; and, in 2 779, the charges amounted 
to/.9»726j# about 884/. and the profits, which had then been 
made upon the fale of piecegoods, and other trifies, were no 
more than /.1 5761., about x6o^. but hopes have been enter- 
tained that thefe places will, in future, be of great ad vantage to 
the Gompany, grounded upon the various articles of trade, 
which is known to produce, namely, rough diaroonds, 

camphor, benzoin, canes, iron, copper, be2oar, fago, wax, birds* 
nefts, gold, & c. Yet, taking into confideration the propenfity 
of the Born cans to theft, and to illicit trade, as well as that 
feveral of the above produdions are not to be met with, within 
twenty days' journey, up the country, it may well be doubted, 
whe.ther any benefit can be fpeedily^ or ultimately, derived 
from thefe fettlements. T* 


gOlllor 
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going to China, ^onquin, Siam, the Molucca, 
and Sunda iflands, mufi: either pafs by here, 
or elfe through the ftraits of Sunday both 
which paffages can be blocked up, by means 
of the Company's poffeffions. The whole 
ellablifliment at Malacca, is computed to 
amount to five hundred men *. The reve- 
nues and charges of the government are each 
about one hundred thoufand gilders ■j'. 

The 

* In 1 776 — 1 777» the eflablifhment at Malacca, conflfted of 
thirty-nine perfons in civil, and three in eccleflaftical employ- 
ments, feven furgeons and afSllants, fixtcen belonging to the 
artillery, i29feamenand marines, 26a foldiers, and forty-three 
mechanics, in all 499 Europeans. The city is iituated in 
3” 10', north latitude, and was taken from the Portuguefe by 
the Dutch, in 1640, after a moft obftinate defence. It is re- 
prefen ted as a ftrong place. It was taken pofleffion of by the 
Englifh in Aiigufl, 1795. 

f Governor Mossel flated the charges of this fettlement 
in his time at/.ios,ooo, and the revenues at /, 2 q,ooo per 
annum ; in 1 779, however, the former amounted to/’, 1 13, 23 5, 
and the latcer to /i6s,520, leaving a balance in favour of the 
colony of /. 49,285, or about 4,480/. ilerling. This revenue 
proceeds from the duties laid on imports and exports, a great 
trade being carried on here by the Indians, and free European 
merchants of all nations, and from the profits on the g^ods 
vended by the Company, Of the export-duty of fix per cent 
one fourth is allowed, as a perquiiite, to the Company's fer- 
vants, of which, the governor has forty per cent, the fecond 
in command fifteen, and the reft is diftributed, in different pro- 
portions, to the inferior officers. The governor has alfo an 

allowance 
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The fixth government in order, is that 
of the Northeaji Coaji of fava ; the head 
of which generally refides at Samarang,. 
The Company draw almoft all their rice 
and timbet from this province. All the 
feaports along this coaft, as far as Cheribon, 
where chiefs, or refidents, are ftationed by 
the Company, belong to it. This is faid 

allowance qf one gilder, about is. gJ. per picol, on all the tin 
collected. ^ A large quantity of this article, '3 or 400,000/^* 
weight, is purchafed here every year, at about /'.30 per loo/^, 
etjual to about 36^. Iterling per cw/. which is generally dif- 
pofed of in Aha. In 1778, however, 100,000/^. was fold 
in Holland at/140 per 100/1$. This fettlement likewife yields 
fome gold, areca, brimftone, and roiin, together with very 
good mafts, for the* fmall vclTels which are built at P.emhang^ 
and at the ifland Onruft, Upon all thefe, the profits are not 
inconfiderable, as the whole of thefe articles are in great requeil 
throughout the Indies. The commilhoners for the trade on 
both fides of the ftrait, have five per cent on ail purchafes and 
fales, and one p^r cent on the gold they coilei!^, out of 
which they mull defray their own travelling expences. The 
territorial extent of this government is hot very great ; it is 
^confined to the city of Malacca^ andthe'neighbouring fmall pro- 
vince of where the Company have a fort, for prote^fing 
the coiledion of the tin, which is dug there. In 1783, /?/% 
or jK/ow, fituated ntzx Malacca^ which was the refort of a noto- 
fious nefl of fmugglers, was fubdued by Commodore Vah 
Bra AM, and has fince been added to the jurifdidion of 
Mfhcca,s T, 


to 
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to be at preient, the moft lucrative of ali 
the goverments in India 

The feventh, is that of the coaft of 
QoromandeL Befides the head fettlementj 
Negapatnam -f, all the Company’s other 
fadfories along this coaft, belong to it. 
Thele are Sadrafpatnam, Palicoh yagernak- 
pouram and Bemelipatnam The articles 

of 

^ We reLx the reader to the fecond voyage of Mr- Sta« 
voRiNUs, for particulars refpedling the Dutch fettlements 
along the northeaft coaft of Java, T. 

f Negapatnam is a ftrong fortrefs, and wafted town^ in tl^ 
kingdom of Tanjore^ and ii^ north latitude. It was for- 
merly the chief fettlement of the Dutch, on this cQaft, and 
coft them much money in maintaining the garrifon and for- 
tifications. In the war of 1 780, it was, however, taken by 
the Engli/h, and ceded to them by the treaty of peace in 
1783. The ftatements adduced below, both of the eftabiilh* 
meat on the coaft, and of the revenues and expences, are 
taken from dates preceding this event ; none fubfequent to 
5t, have been attainable; nor has it been poffible to afcertain 
the fpecific proportion of Negapatftam^ in tilhtr ; fo that 
greater uncertainty muft prevail on this fubjedl, than in any 
of our other additions. J1 

J Our author here omits the fettlement of FalUacam^ 
where the Dutch eftabllftied themfelves as early as 1609, 
when they built a fquare fort, called Celdtiay and whither, 
iince the lofs of Negapatnam^ the chief government of their 

fet« 
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of trade which it furnifhes, are all forts of 
cotton piece-goods. 

Ceylon 


fettlements on the coafl^ has been, tranfpofed. The fort 
is in 13® 30' north iatkude, the city which adjoins to it lies 
in the dominions of the Nabob of ArcoU The trade here# 
and indeed all along the Coromandel coaft, in arack, fugar# 
Japan copper, ipices, and other articles brought from B 
is very briik. Sadrafpatnam is a town, equally in the 
dominions of the nabob of Arcot, from whom the Company 
have farmed it ; they have a fortified lodge here, and have 
frequented this place, fince 1647: it lies in 4©' north* 
Falicol is a village belonging to the Company, in 16^ 40^ 
north, and in the country of N. rfepore ; together with the 
two following places, it is iituated in the kingdom of G#/- 
conda. Jagerna^pouram, lies in 17^ 20' north ; the territory 
upon which it Itands, together with the fac^tory at Daatijerom^ 
and two villages near it, which are ufed for the bleaching of 
callicocs and other piecegoods, are the pn-pejty of the Com- 
pany ; the factory is defended by ramparts of earth. Bemeli^ 
the north latitude of which is nearly 1 8^, is a place# 
which the Company hold in farm ; they have a new fort 
here, and the road before it, as well as that at jagernak-- 
pouram^ is practicable, from December to September. The 
Dutch Company likewife carry on a conliderable trade at 
Maftdipatnam^ and they have a relident at Forto-novo^ which 
is under the nabob of Arcot^ for the purchafe of cottons, on 
which they pay an export-duty of one per cent* In 1776 
— 1777, their eftablilhment on the coalt of Coromandel^ 
confifled of i»i75 Europeans ; namely, 14a in civil, and 
nine in ecclefiaftical employments 5 fourteen furgeons and 
aliiftants; feventy-nine belonging to the artillery ; 184 fea- 
men and marines, employed oir flibre ; 736 foidiers, and 

eleven 
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Ceylon is the eighth government, to which 
likewife belongs Madurut fituate on the op- 
pofite fliore 

This 

elevea mechanics, befides 137 natives. The revenues, and 
the profits on the merchandize difpofed of, amounted in 
^or ali thefe fettlements, ISIegapatnam included, to 
jr427,i3i, and the charges to The intelligent 

Mossei., who was particularly acquainted with the local 
circumftances of this coafl, as he was five years governor 
of the Company’s Coromandel calcinated that the 

former might be made to amount to f, ^20^000, and the lat- 
ter reduced to /# 26 o,ooo. One or tw^o ;fiiips are annually 
difpatched dired to Europe, with piecegoods, and caiiatour-» 
wood, the reft go firft to Batavia. The value of the piece-^ 
goods> fold in 177S, in Hodand, was 2,000,000, about 
181,818/. fterling; and of caliatour-wood 200,000 /^. were 
fold at /I20 per loo lh. It is cotuputed that twenty-five 
per cent is gained on both articles. The whole of the 
Dutch fettlements on this coaft are now in pofleffion of 
theEnglifh. T, 

^ Cej^kn lies between 68 and 9^^ north. The ftruggles 
between the Dutch and Portuguefe, for this iftand, lafted from 
1658 to 1655, in which laft year the latter were entirely driven 
from it, by the iofs of Cohmho, This place, which is well 
fortified, is the chief fettleraent, and the refidence of the gover- 
nor j it is fituated on the weft fide of the iOand, and at the 
broadeft part of it. Candj^ the metropolis of the ifland, and 
the feat of the emperor, lies about fixteen Dutch miles, inland, 
from Cdimh\ it w^as taken in 1764, by the Dutch, but re- 
ftored to the emperor by the fubfeqaent peace. The diftrid 
of Co extends about twenty leagues in length, and eight 
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This extenfiye ifland may be faid to be en- 
tirely under the dominion of the Company 

fince 

in breadth; It abounds in clnnamon-groves and rice-fields^ 
black cattle and poultry, and is very populous. There is a 
feminarium at Colombo^ for the propagation of the chriflian re- 
ligion; and it is computed, that there are 300,000 native 
chriftians in C^lon, The road of Colombo is tinfafe, and only 
pradlicable for a few months in the year. Five leagues north 

Colombo h Kegomboy z. fortrefs of lefs con fi deration, but the 
cinnamon produced in its difiridl is the befi: of the ifland ; it 
likewife yields a large quantity of mr for cordage. 
patnam is a place of confequence, firongly fortified, lying oppo- 
fite to, and not far from, the continent of Indofian ; it is the 
capital of what was formerly a kingdom, nearly lixty leagues 
in circumference ; elephants form the only objedl of trade of 
this country for the Company ; this, however, yields, in gene- 
ral, a profit of /.5 0,000, about 4550/. fterling, yearly. A 
confiderable number of thefe animals are delivered annually 
to the Company, by the native princes in this diftridf, who 
arc, on that confideration, left in pofTellion of the fovereignty 
over the country, and the inhabitants. T rincommale is on the 
oppofite fide of the ifland, thirty-five leagues from Jaffnapau 
mm. Fort Oojienburg, which ffands upon a cliff, projeding 
about 1500 paces into the fea, was built by the Portuguefe, 
with the materials of a famous pagoda which flood there, and 
was deflroyed by them ; the Dutch poilelfed tliemfelves of it 
in 1639, and, notwithflanding its feeming natural flrength, it 
has not proved fufficient to refift the attack of an European 
enemy, 'having been taken twice in the prefen t century ; its 
harbour is celebrated as one of the moft commodious and ex- 
tenfive in the world, and it is peculiarly favourably fituated for 
keeping up a correfpondence with the king of Candy, and, of 
courfe, for engroffing the trade of the cinnamon grown in his 

dominions* 
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fince the treaty of peace, concluded, in 1766, 
with the emperor of Candy ; for they now 
poflefs, in fovereignty, all the leacoafts and 
harbours round the ifland : nothing but the 
interior parts has been left to the emperor, 
and he is wholly incloled in them, without 
any accels to the fea, except by paffing over 
the territory of the Company. This is, in 
fail, the chief, if not the foie, advantage 
derived from that expenfive war, which, it 
has been computed, coft the Company more 
than eight millions of gilders The Dutch 

dominions. About eighteen leagues farther is Battlcaha^ 
which is a fort of but little ftrength, but on account of the 
fertility of its diftri^t in all kinds of provifions, of fome im- 
portance to the Company. Pmto Gallo is a fecure harbour, 
at thc fouthern extremity of the ifland^ in the fertile province 
of where fome coffee and pepper are produced; in 

this harbour, all the (hips for Holland are loaden in November 
and in February, with the various produds of Ceykn^ and 
thofe taken in trade at Colombo^ ail which mufi: be conveyed ta 
Funto GalUj to be fhipped to Europe : befides thefe, there are 
feveral fmaller forts, Calimrt^ Kal^etty, Futdangj Chilau^ and 
Manaar^ which ferve chiefly to cover the moft open parts of 
the coaft ; and the fadories, on the oppoiite fhore of India, ap- 
pertain aifo to the government of Ceyhn ; thefe are, Tutucorm^ 
Klkare^ Fonnecail, Cap; Comorin^ 2LnA Mamapaar^ where a 
quantity of piecegoods is colie<fled, and fent to Ceyhn^ In 
September and October, 1795, Ceyhn^ and its dependencies, 
were reduced by the Britifh forces. T. 

* About 727,300/. flerfing. T* 

embafladors. 
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embafTadors, who were fent to the court of 
Candy, were formerly obliged to conform to 
the oriental ceremony, of approaching the 
throne upon their knees ; but it was made a 
condition of the treaty of peace, that this 
fervile cuftom fhould no more take place, 
and that they (hould remain ftanding in. the 
prefence of the king. 

Xhe chief, and almoft the only, produce of 
this iflaad, is cinnamon*. The pearl-filhery 

likewife, 

* Of the various fpecies of the cinnamon-tree, and the 
manner of flripping the bark, preparing, and ihipping it off. 
Dr. THUNBEac has given an ample and curious account, in 
the fourth volume of his Travels. It is grown chiefly in the 
diflricts of Colombo^ Gale Cerle, Negombo^ and in the dominions 
of the king of Candy \ it ufed formerly never to be regularly 
planted, but was always fought for in the woods, by the chm* 
lias^ one of the lowefl: caftes of the Cingalefe, whofe peculiar 
occuparion was the barking of cinnamon : it is, however, now 
cultivated by the Dutch Company, v’ho have laid out exten- 
flve plantations of it, in the diflridls of Colombia and GJe Cork. 
They have proceeded with greater ardour in this plan, flace 
the laft war with the king of on account of the great 

decreafe in the quantity cciledted flnee, compared with that 
iifiialiy procured before. Notwithftanding the acquifition of 
a large extent of territory, at the concluflon of peace, it has 
been found that, inftead of Sooo or 10,000 bales of cinnamon, 
of 88 each, which was the quantity ufuaily drawn from 
Ceylon before that war, only 6000 or 7000 bales have been 
furniflied. This deficiency has been aferibed to the illwiil 

of 
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likewife, however, yields the Company, in 
general, a benefit of one hundred thoufand 

of the court of CanJy, on account of the humiliation to which: 
it was reduced by that war ; and although the king is bounds 
by the coiaditions of peace, to deliver ail the cinnamon pro- 
duced in his country to the Company, for five pagodas (gn 
Indian gold coin of ninety fiivers, or about 8^. 2d, fterling) 
per bale of 88 he either negledis to have the cinnamon duly 
colleded, or fends a great part of it, of an inferior quality, or 
in an adulterated, or fpoiled fiate. The cinnamon which' 
the Company colle^f, or cultivate themfelves, is computed to 
ftand them in nearly the fame rate. Befidcs this precious 
fpice, fome coffee and cardemoms are the only articles of the 
produce of the ifland, which are exported to Europe 5 piece- 
goods from the fa£tones on the oppofite coafir, pepper from 
the coaft of Malahar^ cowries from the Maldives^ faltpetre 
from Bengal and fome Surat goods, help to form, however, 
the cargoes of the vefiels which are difpatched from Bunt^ 
Gallo ; and in 1778, the fales in Europe, of the imports from 
Ceylon, were as follow : 

600,000/^. cinnamon, at about/*. 6 (iir. fierling) per lb* 
4,000/^. cardemoms, at 33 fii vers (3/.) 

5,ooo/< 5. coffee, at 10 ^ — 

^oopoolh. cowries, at 7I — 

SLOpoolh, cotton-yarn, and 

piecegoods to the amount of/. 200,000 (about 
i8,i8o/.) 

A confiderable quantity of cinnanton is alfo yearly fent to 
Batavia^ for the confumption of the eafi:. The cinnamon 
found at Ceylon^ in 1795, was purchafed of the captors, by the 
Englifh Eaft-India Company, for 180,000/- fterling. In the 
Jatterend of 1797, the quantity of 13,893 bales, containing. 
1,238,968 Uf. of cinnamon, was brought to England 5 and the 
Eaft-India Company fold 350,000/^* at their enfuing fpring- 

rixdollars. 
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rixdollars, annually. No pearls nfed for- 
merly to be fifhed, but upon the oyfter-beds 
of Tutocorin ; but they are now like wife got 
from thofe on the Ceylon fide, near Manaar, 
and Arlpo. The fifliery, however, does not 
take place, for certain, every year i for this 
depends upon the condition in which the beds 
arc found. When the filhing-feafon ap- 
proaches, the oyfirers are examined by the 
council, and if they are found of a 
proper fize, publication is made, of the time 
when the pearl-filhery is to commence, and 
the number of boats and men, to be em- 
ployed in it, are determined upon : the num- 
ber of divers, is, at prefent, Ufually fixed at 
ninety-fix. A certain percentage is allowed, 
to the governor of Ceyhny on what the 
Company receive from the farming of this 
fifliery*. 

^ The 


* The advantages which accrued from this fource, 
amounted only to one hundred thoufand Riders, not rixdol- 
lars, annually ; but the Company have been deprived of them 
entirely, fince the year 1771 5 at that period, the nabob of the 
Carnatic, attacked and took, pofleffion of Marrua, nnrTiitu. 
cerittf whofe prince was in alliance with the Dutch ; the nabob 
immediately laid claim to the pearl-filhery, and the Company 
thought fit to give up the point, and have abandoned it ever 
fince. The femous Van Imhof, in his pofthumous elabo- 
rate 
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TEc trade of the Company in Bengal^ is 
intrufted to a diredor, as they poflefs only a 
very fmall territory there, by permiffion of 

rate memorial rcfpe<fling the ftate of India, confiders Marrua^ as 
an imporfant barrier or frontier-place of Ceylm. Many precious* 
ilones arc found in Ceyhn^ the principal of which are, rubies® 
fapphires, topazes, and garnets ; different kinds of chryftals, 
and quartz, are fold there under the pompous denominations 
of diamonds, amethyfts, &c. Dr. Thunberg has given a 
curious lift of all the kinds which he met with at Ceylon. The 
digging of them is farmed out by the government ; and though 
trifling, is one of the obje<fts of revenue of the ifland. 
Thefe amounted, in 1779, altogether, to /.d 11,704, while the 
charges of the whole eftablifhment were /**i,343,o38j which 
makes the expence of the Company in maintaining Ceylon^ 
ultimately amount to/.dji, 3 34, or 37,394/. fterling, but this is 
eaftiy borne by the immenfe profits attached to the exclufivc 
cinnamon-trade, and the other articles brought from this 
ifland, as before noticed. In 1755, however, when Mossei, 
drew up his ftatements, Ceylon appeared in a very different 
light*, he made the revenues and profits amount to /. 1,168,000, 
and the charges only to / 902, 300, by which it appears, that 
the ifland was then fully able to maintain itfelf. Yet there are 
many caufes which may be fuppoftJ to contribute to this dif- 
ference : the feilure of the revenue from the pearhfifhery ; the 
augmentation of the territory of the Company by the peace of 
1766, and confequent-inereafe of their military force, &c. 
In 17/6— 'I777, the eftablifhment at confifted of, 416 
perfons in civil, and 33 in ecciefiaftical, offices, 34 furgeons 
and aftiftanrs, 3x3 belonging to the artillery, 613 feamen and 
marines employed on fhore, 2,397 foldiers, and 243 mechanics, 
in all, 4*073 Europeans, befides 1,225 riatives. T* 


the 
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the emperor of Indojian^ or the Great Mogul. 
It is the fame at Surat, where, as in Bengal, 
they have a lodge, or fadtory, for the fecu- 
rity of their goods, and their jurifdidloii 
does not extend far beyond its limits. From 
Bengal, they receive piecegoods, faltpetre, 
and opium. From Surat, piecegoods, va- 
rious forts of Indian dreffes,* &c. 

The Company’s pofTeflions on the coafl: of 
Malabar, are under a commandant. The 
chief produce is pepper, which is efteemed 
the beft of all India *. 

From the weft coaft of Sumatra, are 
brought, gold, camphor, and pepper *1*. 

Bantam 

* Mr. Stavorinus enlarges, refpe<fting Bengal^ in the 
next book; refpeding ^urat^ in the ad and 3d books of his 
fecond voyage ; and refpe< 5 ting the ^oaft of Malabar^ in the 
13th and 14th chapters of the 4th book. T. 

f Befides Lampon^ which has been mentioned among the de- 
pendencies of Bantam^ the Dutch have a fettlement at Fadmg^ 
on the Weil coaft of Sumatra^ to which the factories at Puh 
Chmcoy Prtaman^ Adg&badja^ are fubordinate* At P&^ 
drnig^ there is a fort, with a garrifon of fifty or fixty men, and 
the chief of the fettlement has the rank of merchant Som^? 
pepper, camphor, and benzoin, are furnithed from this coaft, 
but ever fince the eftablifhment of the Englifti fettlement at Ben^ 
in this . neighbourhood, the Dutch complain that pepper 
is procured in very fmall quantities; they, however, likewifQ 
collect and export mtxmllj lo Batavia^ about two thoufand 

five 
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Bantam is a commmandery, from/ which 
the Company draw the greateft quantity of 
pepper. 

On the inner, or eaftern, coaft of Sumatra, 
they have a fettlement at Pakmbang, whence 
they receive pepper and tin 

Moft 

five hundred rials of gold, the quantity never exceeds three 
thoufand tials, nor falls fhort of two ; a tial is twenty-fix pen- 
ny-weights twelve grains j the purchafe price is high, being 
nearly 3/. ^s, ficrling, per ounce. There is a vein of gold 
which runs clofe to Fadang^ and, fome years ago, it was 
worked, but not finding returns adequate to the expence, the 
Company let. it to farm, and, in a few years, it fell into fuch 
low repute, as to be difpofed of at a rent of two Spanifii dol- 
lars, by public audion. In 1779, books of Padang fiiewed 
a balance in favour of the eftablilhment of /.20,90a, about 
1,900/. fterltng, the charges being/. 5 3,6 7 3, and on the other 
hand, the profits accruing on the laic of piecegoods, fait, Bsc. 
/. 74,5 77 ; which is fufficieiit to defray the expence of fending 
a fhip thither annually from Batavia^ with necefiarics for thc'- 
fettlement. Padang^ and its dependencies, are, at prefent, in 
the hands of the Engliib. The whole eftablifiiment of the 
Dutch on the weft coaft oi Sumatn^^ including Lampon^ was,, 
in 1776-17779 thirty perfons in civil employments, five fur- 
geons and afiiftants, two belonging to the artillery, thirteen 
marines, 104 foidiers, and twenty-one mechanics, in all, 275 
Europeans, befides nincty-feven natives in the fervice of the- 
Company. T. 

FakmhangYics about ten or twelve days’ fell from 
The dominions of the king of Paiemlang zre extenfive; they 
reach as far as the hills of h^mpon to the fouthward, and com- 
prehend^ 
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Moft of the coffee fold by the Company, 
is brought from their fettlement at Cberibon 
in Yava. 

One 

prehend the ifland of Bnnca^ which lies oppofite to the river of 
Fmlemhmg. This ifland is celebrated throughout Afla, for the 
fame caufe, its tiiimines, to which England owed its celebrity 
in Europe, in very ancient times, before its arts and arms had 
fpread its fame around the globe. The tinmincs in Battca^ 
which %vere firfl difcovered in lyro or 1711, have yielded im- 
menfe quantities of ore, and appear incxhauftible. There are 
feveii chief places where it is dug, which are under the di- 
re6lion of Chinefe managers, who provide and pay for the 
labour of the miners, who are alfo, in general, of that nation. 
The tin is delivered by thefe chiefs, to the king of Fakmiang^ 
for five rixdollars per pounds, and by him to the Dutch for 
fifteen rixdollars, e'qual to about 58/. fierling per <rwu Englifti. 
The Company do not, however, always take all that is brought; 
for in 1770, the government at Batanjia^ refolved, not to 
“ receive more than a 5,000 picols, of 125//’. each, from 
Fahmhang every year, and as 5,000 picols more, had been 
delivered that year, no more than ao,ooo fliould beac- 
cepted in the next, of which due notice fliould be given to 
the king.** And yet the Dutch endeavour to prevent the 
tin from being difpofed of to any others, and keep veflels con- 
tinually cruifing along the 'fiiores, to prevent the fmuggling of 
it ; but their vigilance is eluded, and the commerce is largely 
participated by private adventurers. Ravnal and others, 
Hate the quantity of tin, received by the Dutch Company, at 
ia, 000, 000/^. ; but from the above, it appears, that they take, 
at leaft, 3,000,000/^. But very little of it comes tp Europe ; 
in 1778, 700,000/i^, were fold in Holland at /.42 per 100/^. ; 
thegreateft part goes to the China- market, where it is pre- 
ferred 
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One of their moft advantageous branches 
of commerce, is that which they carry on 
to Japan ; they fend one or two fliips thi- 
ther every year, and are admitted to trade 
there, exclufively of all other nations, the 
Chinefe alone excepted. 

A fmall ifland, called Decma, in the 

feired to European tin, and the profit upon it, is fuppofed, by 
at late intelligent traveller, Sir George Staunton, not to be 
lefs, any year, than 150,000/. llerling, though, by the Dutch 
account of their China-trade, which is given a little farther 
on, this feems to be an extravagant computation. The king 
is under engagements to the Dutch, to allow them an 
exclufive trade throughout his dominions, and to deliver all 
the tin, and pepper, produced in them, at Bata^ia^ fending 
them thkher in his own I'hips, and at his own expence. The 
quantity of pepper brought annually from Palemhang^ is about 
3,000,000/^. which is purchafed at the rate of two- flivcrs 
per pound. The Company likewife take about 1000 
carats of rough diamonds, and a confiderable quantity of canes 
and rattans. Very few goods are given in exchange for thefe 
articles, and a large fum in fpccie is yearly required to balance 
with the king. In 1779, the profit on the few things difpofed 
of at falamhang^ amounted only to/. 3, 92s, and the charges of 
the fettlement were /.49, 67 7, making it {land the Company 
for one year in /-45»75S> or about 4,16c/, fierling. In 1 774 
they rebuilt their 6Id ruinous fort, in a pentagonal form, and 
the coll: of the new one was computed to be/.8o,546, about 
7,322/. flerling. Their efiablifiiment here, confifted, m 
1776—1777, of 115 Europeans, viz. fix in their civil fervice, 
one clerg>man, two furgeons, fixty-one fcamen and marines, 
twenty-nine foldiers, and fixteen mechanicsr T. 

harbour^ 
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harbour of Nangafakki, has been ceded to 
them; and the merchandize they import is 
landed and houfed there 

This trade is confided to a chief, who is 
fent out from Batavia every two years. 

The charges of this eftablifhment, amount 
to full one hundred thoufand gilders every 
year ; the half of which, is the value of the 
annual, prefents to the emperor of yapan'\. 

* Lmma, is fituated in 42® north latitude. The voyage 
from Bataruia to generally lafts about thirty days. 

The navigation is very dangerous, and the Dutch have, for 
the laft hundred years, loft one out of every five ftiips that go 
thither. For an account of the exceffive jealoufy and fuf* 
picion of the Japanefe, and their treatment both of the 
Dutch and of the Chinefe, as well as of numerous other par- 
ticulars relative to Jafan^ and before little known in Europe, 
the reader cannot be better referred, than to the ample and 
curious relations, to be found in the third and fourth volumes 

Dr. Thunberg’s travels. T. 

f The Company have only about ten or twelve of their 
fervants refideil* in Japm- The charges amounted, in J 779, 
to 7^^6,356; the greateft part whereof confifts, as above, of 
prefents to the emperor, and the expences of the journey 
undertaken yearly to for the offering of them : on the 
other hand, the profits arifing from the fale of goods were 
/.1065802, leaving a furplus of full/. 10,000 ,or nearly 1,000/. 
fterlingj fo that nothing remains to be dediufted from the pro» 
fits on the returns (for which, fee the next note) but the ex- 
pences of the Ihips fent, and the calculated iofs, as before 
mentioned, of one veffel in five. T. 
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The principal articles that are (hipped to 
yapatit are tortoife-fliells, Baros camphor 
from Sumatra and Borneo^ Dutch woollens, 
and fugar ; in return for which, we receive 
camphor, coppei', china, and lac- 
quered ware *. 

The trade to China, generally employs 
four (hips every year ; thele are difpatched 
dircdlly from Holland, and only touch at 

* The two {hips' which go yearly to Japm^ ufually take 
the value of /.joo,ooo, about 4^-, 450/. in fugar, fapanwood, 
elephants* teeth, tortoife-fhell, camphor, tin, lead, quickhlver, 
chintzes, cottons, Dutcli woollens, vermiilion, wax, cloves, 
nutmegs, pepper, china-root, and fome filver in ducatoons* 
Their returns confiil, for the greateft part, in Japan copper, 
wMch is in fmail bars, of about fix inches long, and about 
one-third of a pound in weight j of thefe they receive eight 
ar nine thoufand boxes, each containing iz 5/^. which they 
pay at the rate of f.i i per box, and difpofe of it in Bengal^ at 
Suratf and on the coafts of Coromandel &nd Malabar^ forj^.qo, 
and /91 ; they likewifc take about 50,000/^. Japan camphor, 
two-fifths of which is retailed in India, and the reft comes 
to Europe; and alfo a trifling amount in foy, china, lac- 
quered ware, and large flik nightgowns. The private trade 
of the Dutch officers and Ihips* crews to Japan, is alfo very 
confiderable, as w^ell as profitable ; they carry out, camphor, 
china-root, faffron, Venice treacle, Spanifli liquorice, ra tans, 
fpeiftacles, looking glalTes, watches, manufaftu red glafs, and 
unicorns* horns (the horn of the mmodon monoeero:)^ and re- 
edVe in retura, foy, filks, filk nightgowns, china, lacquered 
ware, fans, and fine rice. T. 


Batavia, 
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Batavia^ ia going out, in order to take in 
a cargo of Banca tin, which is difpofed of to 
much advantage in China: but when they 
return to Europe, they only anchor at 
North Ifland, not far from the ftraits of 
Sunda, to take in water, without touching 
ztBatavia. The time when they fet fail from 
Batavia for China, is generally about the 
beginning of July 

The 

^ The Butch faftory at Cantony is not, like all their other 
fettlements, and places of trade, in India, fubordinate to the 
government at Mataway but has, for upwards of forty years, 
been under the management of a fpecial committee of di- 
reflors in Holland; yet every thing relative it, is commu- 
nicated to, and tranfad:ed in concert with, the government 
at Batawa, The cargoes of the four or five Ihips, which 
the Butch fend annually to Cbinay amount in value to 
/.a, 400,000; or /.a, 500,000, about 2^25,000/. fierling, one 
half of which confifts in filver, either in bars, or Spanilh 
dollars, and the other half in tin, lead, pepper, cloves, and 
nutmegs, upon which articles a profit of, at leafi, /.66o,ooo, 
about 60,000/. fierling, is made. For the above capital, the 
Company’s agents purchafe between four and five millions 
pounds of tea, of all forts, and a quantity of filks, nankeens, 
china, turmeric, We fubjoin a lift of the quantities 

of tea, exported in Dutch fliips from China, for the twenty 
years between 1776 and 1795 : 

Years, SMps. tea. 

^77^ • • 5 • • 4,923,700. 

1777 • . 4 • • 4)^56,500. 

1778 
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The Company ufed formerly to trade to 
Cocbinchtna^ Tmquin, Siam, Pegu, Aracan, 
Perjia, and Mocha ; but they have now 
abandoned all commerce with thefe places. 
Their connexions are, at prefent, limited 
to thofe I have before fliortly noticed ; and 
among thefe, there are feveral, which, in 
my opinion, are more prejudicial than ad- 
vantageous to the Company ; efpecially 
thofe in the weft of India ; which muft be 
afcribed to a change of times, and of cir- 
cumftanccs. 


Years 

. Ships* 

/ 3 /. tea. 

.1778 

* • ^ • 

• 4>69S)7oo. 

1779 

« • • 

• 4 >SS 3 .ioo- 

1780 

. * 4 * 

. 4,687,8001. 

1781 

• * 4 * 

• 4>9S7j6oo. 

r78a‘ 



1783 ! 

none, on account of the war* 

1784 ' 



00 

, . 4 . 

• S> 334 >oo?- 

1786 

. • 4 * 

4,458,800. 

1787 

• • 5 • 

5,943,200. 

1788 

• 5 V 

5,794,900. 

1789 

* - 4 V 

4,179,600. 

1790 

• - S • 

5,106,900. 

1791 

• • 3 

1,328,500. 

1792 

# 2' • - 

2,057,330. 

1793 

. . 3 . 

2*938,530* 

1794 

. . a . 

41 7,200. 

'795 

, * 4 . . 

4,096,800. 


When 
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When the Company eftablifhed their 
commerce in thofe parts, their rivals were 
very inconhderable j the Englifh were not 
a match for them, and the Indian princes 
traded rather with the Dutch, than with 
their neighbours. But this is now entirely 
altered. 

The Englifh, who did not then come in- 
to any confideration, are now as ftrong, 
and perhaps flronger, in the weft of India, 
than the Dutch Company are in the eaft. 
They have prefcribed laws to the empe- 
ror of Indoftan, and are, in confequence, 
makers of the whole trade of his dominions, 
efpecially at Surat and in Bengal^ where the 
Company ufed to make important profits, 
both by the goods which they imported, and 
thofe which, they exported. 

If the fea-rifk, the fhips’ charges, and 
the intereft of the money employed, were 
accurately computed, their prefent gains, 
would, perhaps, be found to be extremely 
trifling. 

Not only the Englifh, but almoft all the 
naval powers of Europe, have at prefent 
fhips trading to the Indies, and eftablifh- 

ments 
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ments of more or left confequence, in the 
weftern parts. 

The trade in piecegoods, which in former 
times, produced fuch conhderable benefit to 
the Company, is now almoft entirely in 
the hands of the Englilh ; at leaft they arc 
very detrimental to the portion of it that 
ftili remains with us, by their competition 
for purchafes. 

I fhall not fay any thing of the honefty 
and fidehty of the Company's chiefs at their 
out-fa£tories : that is out of the line I pro- 
pole following : when I was in Bengali I 
had an opportunity of obfcrving fome.in- 
ftances, not very conlbnant with the above 
virtues ; and it is not many years ago, that 
the Company had proofs of the like, in the 
government of the Coromandel coaft. 

On the other hand, the number of of- 
ficers, and their appointments, remain the 
fame ; and a numerous body of ufelels 
placemen, and too many military, are main- 
tained by the Company. 

If the trade in Bengal, zA Surat, and on 
the coaft of Coromandel, were reduced to 
the fame regulations, as that to China and 

Japan', 
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Japan ; and if, inftead of expenfive forti- 
fications, trading-houfes, or faftories, were 
only retained, the profits, which are ac- 
tually made, would remain, and the pre- 
fent charges, would be amazingly diminifh- 
cd. It cannot, in my opinion, be of any 
real advantage to the Company, that they 
pretend to appear as a fovereigii Hate, 
where they have not an exclufive trade, 
and where they cannot interdict the trade 
of every other nation. At Ceylon, Java, 
and the other iflands in the eaftern parts, 
where they have the territorial property, 
and the fovereign power, it is neceflary 
both to dilplay, and to maintain, their do- 
minion j for there they can, and juftly, dif- 
pute the right of all others, whether au- 
thorized traders or interlopers ; but it is 
money thrown away, to pretend to make a 
fhew of fovereign ty, at the before-men- 
tioned places, for it augments neither their 
commerce, nor their relburces. 

The goods which they carry thither, and 
which cannot be furnifhed by any other na- 
tion, the Dutch being the foie dealers in 
them, fuch as the finer fpices, and Japan 
copper, are of a nature, which renders them 

indif" 
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indiipenfable in the \veft of India. Their 
fhips ioaden with thefe articles, would bC;, 
with plealure, fucceffively received, and they 
would Ipeedily and gladly be bartered for 
cargoes of other commodities. 

Moreover, there would be the advantage, 
that the conductors, having to fuperintend a 
lets cxtenfive concern, would the better be 
! enabled to difcover, and reform, all errors 

and abufes : whereas the extent of the ob- 
; jeCt under their controul, affords, at prefent, 

innumerable openings for raifconduCi and 
miftakes, which undermine the whole fu- 
perftruClure. 

The Englifh have not only been very 
prejudicial to the trade of the Company in 
the weft of India, but have alfo endea- 
voured, if not to fupplant them in the en- 
tire pofi'effion of Ceylon, at leaft to partici- 
pate in the advantages of that rich ifland. 

At the time of the laft war in Ceylon, 
when the Company had blocked up all the 
harbours, with their fhips, and the empe- 
ror was nearly reduced to be befieged in his 
capital, the Englifh fent an embaflador from 
Madras to the emperor, with an offer of 
alSftance to expel the Dutch from his do- 
minions. 
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nliilibns, for which purpofe they would pro- 
vide a large number of Ihips. But their 
own pertinacity was the reafon that the 
alliance was not formed in time ; for the 
embaffador would not comply with the 
oriental cuftom of addrels, which is elpe- 
cially prevalent in Ceylon, and to which 
the Dutch were uled to conform ; that is, 
he refufed to proftrate himfelf upon the 
ground, or fall upon his .knees, when he 
was firft introduced into the prefence of 
the emperor. Several weeks thus elapfed 
before he had an audience ; and in the 
mean time, matters had taken a flill more 
decided afpe6l in our favour, fo that, the 
clandeftine attempts of our fecret enemies, 
were, in this inftance, fruftrated. 

I was exceedingly liirprized when I faw 
at Batavia, that, although the trade in piece- 
goods, and in opium, was prohibited to pri- 
vate individuals of our own nation, the 
Engiifli were not only allowed to bring 
whole cargoes to Batavia ; and to difpole of 
them there, but were facilitated in every 
relpeft, in the difpolal. Thefe indulgences 
were not confined to the above, but were 
extended to all forts of commodities, both 

Indian 
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Indian and European, to the great detri- 
ment of our own fliips’ officer^ and crews, 
who were not allowed to import their 
wai'es ; and they who did bring fome pri- 
vileged goods, were forced to fell them at 
3 lofe, on account of the glut occafioned 
by the quantities imported by the Engliflh. 
The exportation of fugar too, was likewife 
prohibited to our own people, but the Eng- 
lifh were furnifhed with as much as they 
alked for, out of the Company’s warehoufes. 
Their Ihips, upon paying for the work 
done, were allowed to be repaired by the 
Company’s fervants at the ifland Onrufl, 
In Auguft, 1769 , 1 law eight Englilh Ihips, 
lying at that ifland, and three more in the 
roads of Batavia. In the following year, 
however, the government feemed, in fome 
meafure, to have a different opinion ; for 
they then reflrided the Englifli to the tak- 
ing in of water and wood ; which every 
one hoped might be of long continuance. 

The Company have another objedl: of 
expence, fince the year 1742, which did 
not perhaps then appear in fo- detrimental 
alight, as at prefent. I mean the pre- 
miums which are given to the fhips’ crews 

returning 
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returning home, and which were allowed 
as an indemnification for the articles of 
trade, which, before that time, they were 
permitted to bring home with them from 
India j but this was fo much abufed, that 
the Company’s fhips were crammed with 
the private property of the crews, in ib 
far, that now and then, a ftiip was loft in. 
conlequence of being too deeply loaden. 

In how far, by putting a flop to this pri- 
vate trade, fuch accidents have, in reality, 
been prevented, may be beft feen, by com- 
paring the number of the fhips loft, for 
thirty years, before the year 1742, with 
thofe loft fince. For my own part, 1 be- 
lieve, that very little difference would be 
found. It is of courle, that the veffeis, loft 
in Table Bay, or other roads, which cannot 
be attributed to overloading, muft not be 
taken into the account. The Company 
have already expended the ium of eighteen 
millions of gilders, in thefe premiums, 
as will appear from the rough calculation 
fubjoined, in which I have taken rather 
too little than too much. 

The premiums for every Ihip returning 
home (eftimating the crews, one with an- 
other, 
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other, at one hundred and twenty hands, 
for each fhip) amount to full /. 18,000, as 
follows 1 

i captain, receives for premium J'.2,ooo 
I captain’s mate . . . 500 

I fecond mate . . . 400 

1 furgeon . . . . 400 

2 other mates, yi^oo each . 600 

I chaplain .... 300 

20 under-ofHcers, one with an- 
other, f. 200 each . 4,000 

24 feamen, earning upwards of f.io 

monthly wages, / 1 50 each 3,600 

66 ditto, and boys, under /lio 

yi 1 00 each . . 6,600 

1 17 men 

3 fuppofed to have died 
on the other fide of the 
Cape of Good Hope^ who 
receive nothing. 

1 20 men 

So that every ihip’s crew re- 
ceive for premiums . , yii 8,400 


Which, 
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Which, however, in order to 
make a round fum, I only 
take at ... /. 18,000 

And computing that fince the 
year 1 742, twenty-five fhips 
have annually returned from 
India, confidering one year 
with another, the whole a- 
mount in premiums, for one 
year, is . ... ^1450,000 

Since the navigation has been 
put upon this footing, that is, 
from 1742 to 1771, twenty- 
nine years have elapfed ; fo 
that during that period, the 
Company have paid premi- 
ums to the amount of . yii 3,050,000 
The intereft of this capital for 
twenty-fevenyears,at three 
per cent per annum, which 
is annually augmented by 
1 3»5oo, amounts to * . 5,103,000 


So 

^ Iiiftead of fimple mterclt, at three p«r cent perannnm^ 
for twenty .feven years, we ihould take compound intereft, 

at 
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So that the Company have loft 
a fum, for which they have 
no adequate benefit, of . yi 18,153,000 

May not the decay of Batavia, whole 
chief fupport is the free trade of its in- 
habitants, be, in ftime meafure, likewile 
afcribed to this caufe ? People well wor- 
thy of credit, who have lived for forty years, 
and more, at Batavia, have affured me, that 
there is an inconceivable difference between 
the a£tual ftate of the city, with refpedt to 
trade, and its flourifhing lituation, before 
the year 1740. Free inhabitants, who had 
never been in the fervice of the Company, 
ufed then to return to Europe loaden with 
riches, very few inftances of which occur 
at prefent. Here in Holland, we may, in 
confequ ence, plainly perceive, that there is 
little chance of making money at prefent, 
at Batavia, by private trade, and it is well 
known, that it grows worfe from day to 
day% 

at the fame rate, for twenty-nine years, which would amount 
to/. 7 j 3 16,500, and the whole fum loll to the Company, 
duringthat period, by this regulation, would be 20,366, 500, 
or about 1,851,500/. T. 


It 
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It is true, that the Company at home, 
are unable to reform all the abufes, which 
have crept in, from time to time, ii;i fiich 
an extent of territory, as they poflefs in the 
Indies ; but they are too well acquainted 
with the adual ftate of Batavia-, and the 
profperity, or decay of that city, whjLch is 
the center, and, as it were, the pivot of 
all' their polTeffions, is of too great and real 
importance to their interefts, than that they 
ought not to endeavour to raife it out of 
that languid ftate, into which it is pro- 
greffively falling. 

Another thing, which is a great draw- 
back upon the profperity of Bataxna, is the 
unhealthinefs which has been perceived 
there, for feveral years back. The moft 
probable caufe hereof, may be fought, in 
the great encreafo of the mudbanks, along 
the foacoaft ; the water only juft covers 
them ; or they are flooded by the tide, which, 
when it recedes, leaves a thick flime be- 
hind it, together with a great deal of ani- 
mal matter, thrown up by the fca, various 
kinds of blubber, and other marine pro- 
dudtions, which immediately putrify, by the 
burning heat, and contaminate the air, 

uniting 
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uniting with the noxious exhalations of the 
fwamps and moralTes near the town'. The 
opinion, that the unhealthineis of the place 
may be chiefly attributed to this caufe, 
feems to be corroborated by the circum- 
flance, that the ravages of flcknels and 
death, are much lels in the upper parts of 
the city, which lie the fartheft from the 
lea, than in and near the caftle, which is 
dole to the mudbanks, and fwamps. The 
mud thus thrown up, already reaches, on 
the eaft fide of the river, more than two 
thouiand feet out from the dry ground. 

I have already laid fomething of the pro- 
vince of Jaccatra ; namely, that it is a pol- 
feflion of the Company, fubdued by their 
arms, whole natives are their immediate 
lubjefts, governed by the council of India, 
and more particularly under the eye of the 
governor general. 

A perlbn is appointed by the governor, 
under the title pf commifiTary of inland af- 
fairs, who reprelents the fovereign, in the 
interior of the country. 

He adjufts all differences which arife be- 
tween the native grandees, with the pre- 
knowledge ©f the governor general, and exads 

aU 
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all penalties and fines which are laid upon 
them, the greatefi: part of the profits by 
which, accrue to him. He is feared and 
relpefted, like a prince, in the interior parts, 
as the happinels of every individual, is al- 
moft entirely in his power. 

The regents, who are his coadjutors in 
the adminiftration of the land, are taken 
from among the natives. The firft . in 
rank, are the adapatis^ to whom the go- 
vernment of a large diftridt is entrufted. 
Then follow the tommagongs^vdao are, how- 
ever, much lower in rank, having the di- 
redtion over a proportionate fmaller extent 
of country ; although each of them fiands 
alone in his local jurifdidtion. Thefe have 
inghebees under them, who are as much as 
lieutenants, and before whom difputes of 
little importance, between the inhabitants 
of their diftridls, are fettled ; yet the par- 
ties may appeal to the commiflary. 

It is only when very important matters 
occur, in which the Company have a par- 
ticular intereft, that they are brought to 
the cognizance of the government at Ba- 
tavia^ and fettled by them; but this does 
not often happen. 


The 
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The commiflary, who refides without the 
city, has a guard of natives every night at 
his houfe, and twenty, or twenty-four arm- 
ed attendants, who are Javanefe, and ftand 
ready to execute his commands ; all being in 
the pay of the Company. 

The chief produdions yielded by this 
province, are fugar, coffee, indigo, and cot- 
ton-yarn. The revenues which the Company 
draw from it, amount annually to full one 
million of gilders. 

The original letters, which are written by 
the council of India, to the Indian princes, 
are compofed in the Dutch language, and 
figned by the governor general, and by the 
fecretary, in the name of the government ; 
but tranflations are always added, in the 
Malay, Javanefe, or whatever other lan- 
guage be that of the prince, to whom the 
letter is addreffed. For this purpofe, there 
are feveral tranflators at Batavia, who 
are well paid, and have the rank of mer- 
chants. 

The letters, which are fent by the In- 
dian princes, to the government, are written 

upon 
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upon gold, or filver, flowered paper and 
are brought to the council with much ce-. 
remony. 

The letter which the emperor of Candy 

f In the eaftern parts of India* paper is prepared from 
the bark of trees ; at Ceylon^ and on the adjacent continent, 
the leaves of the boraffiis palm-tree (hrajfus fiahlUfmrmis}^ 
and fbmetimes of the talpat-tree (Ikualafpimfa)^ are nied in- 
ftead of paper. The ’ leaves of both thefe palm-trees, lie ii:f 
folds, like a fan, and the flips fland in need of no further pre-» 
paration, than merely to be feparated, and cnt fmooth with 
a knife. Their mode of writing upon them, confiffs in en- 
graving the letters with a fine pointed fteel ; and in order 
that the charadlers may be the better fcen and read, they 
mb them over with charcoal, or fome other black fubflance^ 

The iron point made ufe of for a pen, is either fet in a brafs 
liandle, and carried about in a wooden cafe, of about fix 
inches in length, or elfe it is formed entirely of iron % and 
together with the blade of a knife, defigned for the purpofe 
pf cutting the leaves, and making them fmooth, fet in a knife- 
handle, commoi} to them both, and into ^hich it fhuts pp. 

When a fingle flip is not fufiici^ntj feveral are bound toge- 
ther, by means of a hole made at one end, and a thread oa 
which 4hey are fining. If a book be to be made, they look 
out principally for broad and handfome flips of talpat-leaves, | 

upon which they engrave the charafiers very elegantly, and 
accurately, with the addition of various figures, by way of 
ornament. All the flips have then two holes made in them, 
and are firung upon a filken cord, and covered with two thin I 

lacquered boards. By means of the cords, the leaves are I 

held even together, and by being drawn qut when they are j 

wanted to be ufcd, they may be feparated from each other 

pkalure. T, i 

lent f 
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lent to the government at Bat avia ^ after 
the conclufioii of peace, containing the full 
powers of his einbalTadors to negociate, con- 
cerning certain matters, which could not 
be adjufted at Ceylon^ was written upon a 
leaf of beaten gold, in the Ihape of a co- 
coa-leaf the letters were engraved upon 
it, with a Heel pen, in a moft curious man- 
ner. This leaf was rolled up, and inferted 
in a cylindrical cafe of gold, which was 
wound all round with a row of pearls, ftrung 
upon gold thread. This cafe was in a box 
of mafly gold, and this - again in one of 
filver, which was fealed with the emperor’s 
great feal, impreffed in red wax. The fiver 
box was inclofed in one of ivory, which was 
put in a bag of rich cloth of gold ; and 
finally, a bag of fine white linen, fealed up, 
with the emperor’s leffer fignet, encircled 
the whole. 

When thefe erabalTadors had their audi- 
ence of the council of I ndia, they were re- 
ceived with extraordinary honour ; all the 
members of the affembly Handing up, both 
when they came in, and when they went 
out, though without unedvering their heads. 
When the' embaffadors left -Err/izwi?, they 


were 



[ 379 ] 

were each prefented with a gold chain, by 
the council. 

All goods, which are carried into, or out 
of Batavia^ are fubjedl to duties, which are 
levied at the bar, at the entrance of the city. 
Thefe, as well as the other taxes and im- 
pofts, are annually farmed out, generally 
to Chinefe. The whole of them amount 
together, upon an average, to 32,000 rix- 
dollars, or per month, making 

92 1, 600 per annum 

Of the feveral iflands which lie before 
Batavia -j-, there are no more than four* 
which are made any ufe of, by the Company, 
and of thefe, that of Onruji is the principal. 
This ifland lies about three leagues n,w. 
from Batavia ; it is nearly round ; it rifes 
fix or eight feet above the fiirface of the 
water, and is of fmall extent, being about 

* About 83,800/. flerling. T. 

f They are, io all, fifteen in number, and have the follow- 
ing names given to them ; Onruji^ de. Ktiper^ Purmerend^ 
Engels Onruji, Rotterdam^ Schied My M ddlehurgh^ Amjlerdam^ 
HtirUy Harkm, Edam, En 'hui%en, Jlkmaar, Leyden, and Voder 
Smiu The two firft are tne innermofi, and are frontingt 
and within fight of the city. T. 
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four jhoufand eight hundred feet in circum- 
ference. In the center of the ifland, and 
within a fort, confifting of four baftions, and 
three curtains, ftand the warchoufes and 
other buildings. On thefe fortifications, and 
on three fmall outworks, which are con- 
ftrufiled at the water’s edge, the walls of all 
which’are whitened with lime, are mounted 
fxteen pieces of cannon, of various fizes *. 

In the year 1730, under the government 
of the governor general Durven, a fmall 
church, with a fteeple, was erefted here j 
where fervice is performed on Sundays by a 

* The fortified illand of Onrufi^^* fays Captain 
is well fituated to command the channel, that affords the 
, principal paffage into the road. The work upon that ifland 
was of a pentagonal form ; its baftions were fmall and IpW, 
“ not wore than twelve feet the higheft; and 

conneded by curtains. A few batteries were lately con- 
** flruded on the outfide of this work, that bore towards the 
** fea. On thefe* and on the baftions, about forty guns 
« were mounted, in different dire<ftionSf South of this, was 
** another ifland’^ (this muft be that called « at 

the diftance of a few hundred yards, on which two bat« 
teries, mounting together twelve guns, had been lately 
** ereded/’ This account dates hi 1 793, and proves that the 
Dutch have become fenfible of what is alleged in this work, 
page 255, that the foi tifications at the mouth of the river, are 
infufScient to proto^t the road. T. 
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clergyman, who comes hither from Batavia^ 
for that purpofe, every week. 

The Company have here ten or twelve 
large warehoufes, which are alraofl: always 
quite full of goods ; pepper, japan copper, 
ialtpetre, tin, caliatour-wood, fapan-wood, 
&c. They are under the dire<9:ion of two 
adminiftratofs, who, as we have before men- 
tioned, have very lucrative places. 

On the north iide of the ifland, ftand two 
fawmills ; and on the fouth fide, there is a 
long pier-head, on which are three large 
wooden cranes, eredted for the purpolc 
of fixing mafts in Ihips, or unftepping 
them. Three fhips can lie here, behind 
each other, alongside of the pier, in deep 
water, to be repaired, or to receive or dif- 
charge their cargoes. There is another pier, 
a little more to the weft ward, called the y<i- 
f>an pier, where one more fhip can lie, to 
load or unload. 

There is twenty, and more, feet water 
againft the piers, and it rifes and falls, about 
five feet, once in four-and-twenty hours. 
All the Company’s fhips that require it, ate 
hove down at the wharfs along the piers, and 

receive 
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receive every necef]&.ry reparation with eafc 
and dilpatch *. 

The government of the ifland, and the 
direftion over the repairs of ihips which 
take place here, is intruftcd to a mafter-car- 
penter, who has the management of every 
thing, except what relates to the departments 
of the admin iftrators of the warehoufes. His 
office is efteemed a very profitable one, and 
he has the rank of fenior merchant. Though 
the ifland is but fmall, the number of people 
dwelling upon it, is fuppofed to be near three 
thoufand, among whom there are three hun- 
dred European workmen. 

About fixteen hundred feet from Onruji, 
is the ifland de Kuiper^ or Cooper' & Ifle, which 
is one-third lefs in fize than the former. 
The Company have feveral warehoufes up- 
on it, in which coffee is chiefly laid up. 
There are two pier-heads, where velfels may 
load and difcharge, at its fbuth fide. There 

* “ It would be injuftice,” lays Captain Cook, “ to the 
“ ttf cere and workmen of this yard, not to declare, that, 
“ in my opinion, there is not a marineyard in the world, 

“ where a fhip can be laid down, with more convenience, 

“ iafety, and difpntcb, nor repaired with more diligence and 
“ fkiU.” T. 
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are feveral large tamarind-trees iiiterfperfed 
over the ifland, which afford an agreeable 
ihade. The workmen who are employed 
here in the daytime, ,are fetched away at 
night to Onruji, and only two men remain 
behind, as a watch, together with a number 
of dogs, who are remarkably fierce, fo that 
no one dares to fet his foot on the ifland at 
night. 

To the eaflward of Onruji, and at twice 
the diftance of Cooper’^ Ifle, is the ifland 
Purmerend, which is half as large again as 
Onrufi, It is planted with fhady trees ; and 
in the center is a building, which ferves for a 
holpital, or lazaretto, for perfons afflidted with 
the leprofy, or other incurable difeafes, who 
are fent thither from Batavia. It is fupported 
by the alms of both Europeans and Javanefe, 
but the latter contribute the largefl: fhare. 

The ifland of EdamYie% about three leagues 
N . N . E . from Batavia. It is about half an 
hour’s walk in circumference. It is very 
woody, and has abundance of large and an- 
cient trees. Among them is one, the trunk of 
which is fb large, that twenty men, with 
their arms extended, are not enough to en- 
compafs it ; its outward branches fhoot 

down- 


[ 384 1 

downwards, and taking root, as foon as they 
reach the earth, grow up again into trees ; 
1 faw fome of them that were already two 
feet thick ; it is efteemed holy by the Ja- 
vanefe, and is much venerated by them *. 
'The Company have fome warehoules on this 
ifland, for fait ; but the chief ufe they make 
of it, is as a place of exile for criminals, who 
are employed in making of cordage ; and 
over whom a fhip’s captain is placed as 
commandant. 

* This is thebanian-tree,/f»f indica^ox Indian fig-tree. ’T. 
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BOOK III. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING BENGAL. 

CHAPTER L 

Situation and Extent (jf Bengal. — Seajons. — Wea- 
ther. — Ohjervations reJfeSling the Degrees of 
Heat. — Monjcons. — Nature of the Country . — 
IProduSiions. — Soil. — Trees. — Ufes of the Cocoamt- 
tree . — Fruit-trees . — > Vegetables . — Tanks . — The 
River Ganges . — Channels communicating with 
it. — Sandbanks at the Entrance of Hougly 
River, — Currents. — Rfe and Fall of the River.-— 
The Water of it muddy. — How clarifie' for drink- 
ing. Reputed SanSiity of the Ganges. — Ril- 
grimages to it from all Parts of India. 

The kingdom of Bengal., which is the 
moft eaftern province of the empire of In- 
doftan, is bounded, on the fouthweft, by the 
kingdom of Orixa^ on the weft, by the pro- 
vince of Maha^ on the north, by Mongbeir, 
and Bahar, on the eaft and foutheaft, by the 
kingdom of jiracanf ZtxdL go. the Ibuth, by 

the 
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the deep gulph, which is called the Bay of 
Bengal. It is computed to be full ninety 
leagues in length, from the fea, to Rajamahel, 
and nearly as much in breadth. 

It lies between the twenty-firft and twen- 
ty-leventh degrees of north latitude, and 
thus between the fame parallels as the Canary 
iflands. Its medium longitude is 105® call: 
irom Teneriffe, the lun being on the meri- 
dian almoft five hours and a half fooner 
than at jdmjierdam. 

The year is divided into two feafbns, 
which are called the warm and the cold 
feafons. 

The cold feafon commences in the month 
of November, and lafts till the beginning 
of February. Raw northerly winds are 
then very prevalent, which bring with 
them a degree of cold, fo that fometimes, in 
the morning, before funrife, thick clothes 
are very comfortable. It is then likewife fre- 
quently very foggy, but the mill is diflipated 
about eight or nine o’clock, when the fun 
begins to be powerful. For the remainder 
of the day, the iky is perfedlly fine and clear, 
fo that no clouds whatever appear in the air, 
for many days together. 
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The beginning of this feaibn, is the time 
for collecting the beft fruits of the field, and 
the land appears reanimated, in proportion 
as the burning heat diminifhes. 

In the beginning or middle of February, 
when the fun begins to approach the line, 
the heat likewife augments from day today. 
The winds, which, for feveral preceding 
months, had blown from the north, begin to 
fhift, become variable, and run round to the 
fouth and fouthwefi:, whence they continue 
to blow till September or OClober. The 
Iky begins to become cloudy, and the wea- 
ther is, at funfet, Ihowery and ftormy, fre- 
quently burfting out in violent fqualls, ac- 
companied by heavy Ihowers of rain, thun- 
der, and lightning. 

I have ieen hailftones, and pieces of fleet, 
which fell in Bengal ^ in the month of 
February, and were as large as a pigeon’s 
egg- 

The rainy fealbn commences in May, 
and continues to the latter end of Auguft. 
The heat is, at that time, infupportable. 

As foon as the fun has again pafled the 
line, the heat begins to decreafe, till, in the 
month of OCiober, it is tolerably moderate. 

lob- 
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I obferved tlie degrees of heat, nearly 
every day, by a thermometer of Fahrenheit, 
from the beginning of OSober, till the begin- 
ning of April. The thermometer was hung 
in the open air, againft a wall, facing the 
north, and there were no buildings oppofite, 
by which the rays of the lun could be re- 
fleded. The greateft degree of heat, was 
generally about two o’clock, or half paft, in 
the afternoon, and the leaft, about an hour 
before funrile, in the morning. 

In Odober, the greateft heat, in the af- 
ternoon, was 94°, with a northerly wind, and 
clear Iky ; the leaf: heat, in the fame month, 
in the afternoon. Was 85°, wind and wea- 
ther as before ; the Jo weft degree, before 
funrife, with a northerly wind, was 70°. 

In November, the higheft, in the after- 
noon, 89°, wind northeaft, a clear Iky ; the 
loweft, in the afternoon, 81°, wind north, 
deaf weather ; and the loweft, before fun- 
rift, 60°, wind north, foggy weather. 

In December, the higheft, in the after- 
noon, 88i°, wind eaft, a clear Iky; the 
loweft, in the afternoon, 76^, wind north* 
dear Iky ; and the loweft, before funrife, 
52®, wind north, dear weather. 
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In January, the higheft, in the afternoon, 
wind fouthwejft, clear Iky ; the lowed:, 
in the afternoon, 74^^, wind north, clear 
Iky ; and the lowed:, before funrile, 63“, 
wind northeaft, clear weather. 

In February, the higheft in the after- 
noon, 92°, wind fouth, clear Iky ; the 
ioweft, in the afternoon, 76°, wind weft, 
cloudy; and the Ioweft, before funrife, 68% 
wind fbuth, clear weather. 

In March, the higheft, in the afternoon, 
104°, wind fouth, clear Iky ; the Ioweft, in 
the afternoon, 93°, calm, and cloudy ; and 
the Ioweft, before funrife, 72®, wind fouth, 
clear weather. 

On the 3d of April, when we failed down 
the Ganges^ the thermometer ftood, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, at ioi°. 1 then 
caufed it to be let down into the river, five 
or fix feet under the furface of the water, 
and drawing it fuddenly up again, I found 
that the mercury had fallen to 86°. Upon 
hanging it up in its place, it fell, two 
minutes afterwards, to 83°, but it rofo again, 
by degrees, in the fpace of fevcn minutes, to 
98°. Some obfervations were commu- 
nicated to me, which were made in the 

month 
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jftonth of May, 1769, by which it appears, 
that the mercury then rofe as high as no® ; 
and a gentleman of my acquaintance, who 
was at Patna, in that month, informed me, 
that there it had even rifen to the top of the 
tube. 

The winds generally blow here, through- 
mit the year, either direft north, or dire£i: 
ibuth ; part of the year -from the one point, 
and the remaining part from the oppofite 
point. The fame wind which prevails at 
land, blows likewile at fea, along the coaft 
of Coromandel, and the Bay oi Bengal. 

When the monfoons break up, that is, 
when the wind varies from the north to the 
Ibuth, or from the fouth to the north, the 
change is often accompanied by violent Iqualls, 
and whirlwinds. When one of thefe rages 
remarkably fierce, it receives the denomina- 
tion of ikit elephant', and it is icarcely poffi- 
ble for a fliip, when overtaken by one of 
thefe tornadoes, <to brave its fury. 

In the year 1754, in the month of Odo- 
ber, five of our Company’s fhips, which 
were at anchor in Fultah roads, were forced 
on ihore, and bulged, by this dreadful hur- 
ricane; a fixth, which was equally driven 
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on ihore, was got ofF again, with difficulty. 
The change of the mon&ons, however, 
iismetimes takes place, without any of thefe 
ilorms arifing from it. 

Bengal is a low and flat country, and very 
fertile, in which it excels every other coun- 
try of Afia. It provides many of them with 
rice, and other provifions*j and furniffies 
various important articles of commerce, cot- 
tons, filk, faltpetre, opium, &c. which are 
exported both to other parts of the eaft, 
and to Europe. 

Befides rice, which is the bread of the 
natives, both here, and throughout the reft 
of India, Bengal produces alfo very good 
wheat, which ufed formerly even to be lent 
to Batavia ; but this is now prohibited, in 
order to favour, as much as poflible, the 
corn-trade of the Cage of Good Hope. 

The foil is rich and loamy, and is eafily 
cultivated. No manure is ever ufed, al- 
though the ground be fown every year j for 

^ Bengal fumiffaes provifions for onoft of the neighbouring 
countries 5 it provides the inhabitants of the mountams of 
Cajhmere^ of the elevated plains of Thibet, with both rice 
and wheat, in return for their lhawls, gold, and mulk. The 
emperor Au r eng ZE be emphatically ftyled it, the Faradijk of 
’Motions^ Tt 
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the Beavy rains and inundations fatten the 
land. Bad harvefts occur very feldom. 
Befides the extenlive forefts, and fmaller 
groves, which are met with at intervals, the 
country abounds in lingle trees, Icattered 
over the face of it. None of the forts which 
flouriih in Holland, are feen here. 

There is one kind, which deferves par^- 
ticular notice. It is the fame, which I have 
already mentioned, as growing on the ifland 
l£dam, before Batavia (the banian, or Indian 
fig-tree), the branches of which tend' down- 
wards, and taking root, ftioot up again into 
trees. The Bengalefe are, equally with 
the Javanefe, imprelTed with the idea of the 
landitv of thefe trees. 

Various kinds of fruit-trees flouriih here, 
among which the cocoanut-palm deferves 
the firft place ; not fo much, becaufe it is 
produced in great abundance, as on account 
of its univerfal utility ; for there is no tree 
in India, and probably none in the world, 
that contributes fo much to fupply the wants 
of man, as the cocoanut-tree. 

It is propagated from a ripe nut, and in a 
few years, erefts its ftraight and lofty ftem, 
above the other trees of the grove. When 

full 
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full grown, it is generally fourteen or fifteen 
inches thick, all the way up. It grows to 
the height of fifty feet, and higher, without 
fending forth any branches, than at the top, 
where it expands into a leafy crown, con- 
lifting of tender branches, or Ihoots, which 
have nothing ligneous in them, and to which 
the thick leaves are attached, in pairs; thefe 
are about two feet long, and three inches 
broad, they gradually grow fmaller towards 
the extremities of the branches, which end 
in a pointed leaf. 

The nuts are produced upon the tender 
branches, clofe to the ftem,' and grow in 
bunches of five or fix. 

When the fruit is green, it is filled with 
a pleafant, fweetifli liquor, which is very 
cool, and refrelhing, and is much drank in 
the Indies, both by the natives, and by Eu- 
ropeans. When it begins to be riper, the 
juice thickens, and adheres to the Ihell in a 
kind of creamy pulp, which is very refrefti- 
ingas well as nutritive, and is called 
When the nut is quite ripe, the infide be- 
comes a hard and white kernel, and, in this 
ftate, it is often brought to Europe. 

When this white kernel is boiled and 

prefled, 
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prcfle^, it affords an oik whkii is wfed in- 
iiead of butter by the Indians, wherever the 
cocoanut is produced, throughout the eaft. 
It has much refemblance to oil of almonds j 
but when it has flood for a few weeks, it 
iofes its pleafantnefs, and becomes rank j it 
then, however, ferves for greafe, or to 
burn, or for other neceffary ufes. 

The hard fhell is made into drinking- 
veflels, and ufed for a variety of domeftic 
purpofes. 

The fibrous integument that furrounds 
the fhell, is ufed, inftead of hemp, for the 
manufadlure of cordage, which is called 
fwr, and is brought, in confiderable quan- 
tities, from CeyloTiy and thecoaftof Malabar^ 
to Batavia. Cables are even made of it, of 
twenty, and more, inches thick, which are 
found to be as good, and, in feme cafes, 
better, than European ones of hemp. By 
their iightnefs, they float upon the water, 
and by their elafticity, they are capable of 
great extenfion and contradlion 

: : The 

* Captain Tho. Forkesi gives his teftimony to the ex- 
eeBence of the toir for cables ; “ being elaftic, it gives fo 
“ miich play to a fliip that rides hard at anchor, that, with a 

“ caHc 
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The leaves are nfcd by the natives f<x 
roofing their houfes, or huts, in the room ‘of 
ftraw, or tiles. They are likewife ufed to 
write, or rather to engrave, upon, with an 
iron pin. 

The wood of the ftem, is ufed for fire- 
wood, and cannot be employed in any other 
way, on account of its brittlenels. 

The other fruit-trees, are mangos, guavas, 
mulberry-trees, lime-trees, and a few 
orange-trees. The pifangt or banana, is 
alfo produced here, but not in large quan- 
tities. Likewife the furi-trce, which af- 
fords, by incifion in the ftem, a clear and 
fweet juice, which is colIe6ted in pots, and 
forms an agreeable liquor, of an intoxicating 
quality ; in a few days, however, it Ipoil's, 
and turns four ; it is then ufed as vinegar. 

Many kinds of vegetables, which are na- 
tives of other climates, are cultivated in 
gardens here, peas, beans, falad, purflane, 

** cable of one hundred and twenty fathoms, the Ihips retii« 
** or give way, fometimes half their length, when oppofed co a 
** hea^^y fea^and inftantly Ihoot a head again ; the coir-cable, 
after being finedrawn, recovering its fize and fpring. 
Hempen cables are firong and {tubborn, and ihip.s often 
founder that ride by them, becaufe nothing ftretches or 
gives way ; the coir yields and recovers^*’ 


fpinage. 



[ 39 ^ ] 

ipinage, all forts of cabbages, radiflies, afpa- 
ragus, and others; but they are only to be 
had, during the colder fealbn, and require 
great attention and care in the rearing of 
them; they muft be watered twice a day, 
or they, would dry up, and come to nothing. 
In the warm feafon, nothing of the kind 
is feen, except fome fpinage and cucumbers. 

Throughout the land, where it is inha- 
bited, numerous refer voirs, of an oblong 
fquare fhape, but of various fixes, are dug 
in the earth ; they are frequently more than 
an acre in extent ; they are called tanks. 
They are filled with water in the rainy lea- 
fbn, and afford the inhabitants, during the 
following dry months, a provifion of water, 
of a better quality and appearance, than 
that of the Ganges, wliich is always thick 
and muddy. 

There is a fort of fifh, which is found in 
thefe tanks, which, in tafle, has much 
analogy with our carp. 

The river Ganges runs through the mid- 
dle of Bengal. It derives its fource, it is 
faid, from the mountains of T^bibet ; but a 
French ecclefiaftic of Cbandernagore, who 
had been a miffionary for feveral years in 

Thibet, 
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Thibet, affured me, that the fburces of the 
Ganges, are not to be found in that country, 
as he had taken the greateft pains to dif- 
eover them ; the inhabitants too, inforined 
him, that they were fituated much farther 
to the north *. The river runs in a ibuth- 

eaft 

* Amongft other etymologies, the name of the liver 
Ganges^ has been derived from Qangy which in Ferfian, as 
in the Hindoo dialect, Signifies lainding^ arched^ hmt* 
the remarkable finuofities of the river, give great probability 
to this derivation* Refpe<fling the true fource of the Gang£s^ 
much.nncertainty'ilili prevails. In vain, one of the mot 
powerful fovereigns of Indo^au, the emperor Ac bar , at the 
clofe of the lixteenth century, fent a number of men, an 
army of difeoverers, provided with every necclTary, and the 
moft potent recommendations, to explore the courfe of the 
mighty river, which adorned and fertilized the vat extent of 
his dominions ; they were not able to penetrate beyond the 
femous mouth of the cow ; this is an immenfe aperture, in a 
ridge of the mountains of Thiket^ to which the natives of India 
have given this appellation, from the fancied, or real, refem- 
blance of the rocks, which form the frupendous chafm, to the 
mouth of an animal, efteemed facred, throughout Iniofm^ 
from the remotefi: antiquity : from this opening, the Ganges^ 
precipitating itfelf into a large and deep bafon, at the foot of 
the mountains, forms a catarad, which is cAhA Qmgotri ; the 
impradiicability of fcaling thefe precipitous rocks, and advanc- 
ing beyond this formidable pafs, has prevented the tracing 
whence this rufliihg mafs of water takes its primary rife ; 
mttanmam^ is the Sanfereet verb, make a kap^ Gangotri^ 
therefore, means the ot fall f the Ganges ; this catarad 

Is 
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caft dircdlion, through the empire of In- 
doftan. . It feparates into two great branches, 
a few leagues above Cajjimbazar ; the eaft- 
ern arm, is again divided into feveral 
fmaUer branches, the principal of which 
runs paft the city of Dacea^ and falls -into 
the fea, at Chittigong, The other, or weft-, 
ern arm, which is generally called the river 
of Houglyy runs paft Bandel, Hougly, Chin- 
Jurahy Chandernagorey CalcuttOy &c. and 
falls into the Bay of Benga/y at Ingelke. 

is fituated in 33*^ north lat* and about 75® eafl long, from 
Cteemskb. The Ganges has been fuppofed to extend much 
farther north, beyond Gangotn; but here, all is uncertainty, 
and darknefs* In Major Rennet’s map, followed, for this 
part of it, from one of Thllet^ made by the Chinefe lamas,^ lent 
by the emperor Canghi, to difeover the fource of the Ganges^ 
and correded and publiihed by the celebrated Danville, the 
liver is made to take its rife in the Cataifian mountains, and 
palling through two hkes, to run in a wefterly diredion to- 
wards Gangoiri; but M* Anquetil nu Perron, in his 
MechercBes Hiftoriques Geographiques fur llnde\ undertakes to 
prove, that the river, here taken to be the Ganges^ from the 
reports of the Chinefe lamas ^ is, in reality, the Gagra^ or 
which falls into the Ganges^ at Fatepere ; and that the 
true fource of jthe Ganges, is ftiil wholly unknown to the Eu- 
ropdans: indeed Major Renn el acknowledges, thathe con- 
£ders this part of the map of the Chinefe lamas, as extremely 
vague, but that he was obliged to make ufe of it, for want of 
better materials, and that a vaft field flili remains for the per- 
^idioning of Afiatic geography^ T. 
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The country is every where interfecled, 
with large and broad channels, which all 
run into the Ganges . All merchandize is 
conveyed, by means of thefe pailages, with 
great facility, from one place to the otl^er, 
throughout the land, and the chief branches 
of the river communicate hereby with each 
other. It is entirely unknown, whether 
thefe channels have been dug by the hands 
of men, or made by the operations of nature. 

They are agreeably bordered, on either 
hde, with many towns^and villages, and 
with pleafant fields, of arable and pafture- 
land i which renders the face of the coun- 
try very beautiful. 

Among thefe channels, there are fbme, 
which are wide and deep enough, to be navi- 
gable for large fhips. The Haze, or Hare 
Channel, is one of the moft confiderable ; it 
runs ftraight through the country, into the 
arm of the river that runs by Dacca, It 
was, as I have already related, examined by 
the Dutch pilots, in the year 1768. They 
found fufficient depth and roona along its 
whole extent, for large Ihips, bi^ for othef 
realbns, it was not judged advilable, that 

Ihips 
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fiiips Ihould be- carried out to fea through 
this paffage*. 

There are large and dangerous banks» 
•which He before the mouth of the river, of 
which I have made mention, in the journal 
of my voyage •f. The river itfelf is, every- 
where 

» Sec pages jog and jo6, of this volume. 
f Thefe fands are diilinguilhed by the Englflli, by the ap- 
pellation of the weClern and eaftern Braces^ Barabulla-fands 
Long-faod, and Gafper-fand, or the eaftern fea-reef. The 
braces are two hard flats, lying to the foutbward of the 
ml {hort*i they are detached from the land by a tolerable 
channel, of three fethoms water or more; and theyTeparate 
Balafirt tozip from the entrance of Hougly river. The weft- 
era Brace is about five miles broad at the north end ; it lies 
north by eaft, and fonth by weft, being feven leagues long ; 
but from the middle to the fouth end, it is little more than 
two miles broad ; the depth> at low water, upon* the Brace, is 
at the north end, two fethoms ; at the eroding track, which is. 
a fpacc athwart the Braces, about two miles broad, in the 
ifirc<ftion of eaft by north, three fathoms | and thence to the 
fouthward it gradually increafes to eight fathoms ; after which 
there is no more hard ground. The eaftern Brace, is four 
miles broad, from the north end down to the croffing track; 
and thence to the fouth end, it- tapers away to a point, and 
bends round in a circle to the 6 ,e. The whole length of the 
Brace is twelve leagues, and the hard ground at its fouthera 
extremity is called the weftern fea-rcef; on the north end of 
the Brace, there is fomething lefs than one fathom, at low . 
water; and the dq>th increafos gradually to the fouthward; 
there being two fethoms on the crofSng tack, and from three, 

to 
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where, filled with landbanks, as well in 
the middle of the channel, as on the fides^ 

to three and a half, at its fouthem point; BarabuIIa is a land ^ 
which begins about three leagues fouth by weft from the 
pagoda of Ingellee^ and extends s.s.w, about ten miles ; tha 
north end is called the head, and the fouth end the tail^ of the 
BarabuIIa ; the firft is very fhoal, having only half a fathonif 
or fo, at low water ; it is very dangerous, there being five 
fathoms in the channel clofe by it ; the tail of this fand has 
not much lefs water upon it than there is in the channel, only 
it Is broken ground, and overfalls of about half a fathom, 
every caft of the lead* Long- fand begins at Cajoree point, 
and extends to the fouthward, to latitude 18' north; it is, 
in all, thirty-five miles long ; its width is various, but gene- 
rally it is narrow, having many patches, which are dry at low 
water ; the directions in which it lies, are fouth by weft, and 
north by eaft; the paflages called Cockerlees, are fwatches 
through the Long- fand ; of thefe there are three, one juft by 
Cajoree point, another between four and five miles more 
foutherly, and the third is .diredly eaft from the buoy of 
IngeUee^ Gafper-fand is the greateft of ail thofe in the Hougly 
entrance ; it begins a little to the fouthweft ward of Miid-point, 
in latitude 21^ 57^ north, and goes, fouth by weft, twenty 
miles, where it bends round near S^gor ifland, foutheaftward, 
and extends as far as latitude 21^ ; the north end of this fand, 
is called the Mizen ; it is very broad, and fills up the whole 
entrante, leaving only a channel on each fide, of which, one 
is the road of ; the middle part is called Gafper, which, 

to the northward of is narrow, and to the fouthward 

broad ; the fouth end is called the eaftern fea-reef ; but the 
whole is one continued fand, with various depths of water 
upon it ; and many patches, which are dry at low water; it 
is detached from the eaftern ihore and Sagor ifland, by a very 
good channel. T. 


wHch 
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which renders the navigation very dan- 
gerous. 

O 

It is at its greateft elevation, and its 
ftrongeft afflux, in the months of July, 
Auguft, and September. It then overflows 
its banks, and inundates the adjacent coun- 
try. Both flood and ebb, are then fo violent, 
that they threaten to carry every thing be- 
fore them. 

The flood begins*, even before the ebb has 
I'ubflded, and this does not take place flowly 
and gradually, but with a great force and 
noife, fo that its approach may be heard at 
the diftance of a league. 

The water rifes Ibmetimes, at once, to 
the elevation of fix or eight feet, or higher. 
Nothing can refifi: its fury. Ships are torn 
from their anchors, and carried with im- 
petuofity along with the current, unlefs they 
take care to change their pofition betimes, 
fo as to be fheltered from the effedts of the 
loan (as it is here called), into places where 
it does not reach, or where its force is 
broken. It runs up by Fultab, but along 
the oppofite, fflore, and not on that fide 
where the Chips, in general, are moored. 

Its 
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Its greateft ftrength is between Serampore 
and Hougly. 

The bed of the river is a foft mud ; but 
the fhoals in it are a hard quickfand. 

The river is at the loweft, in the months 
of March and April. At Chinfurab, where 
our Company have their faftory, there is 
but a narrow creek left, at that time, at low 
water, running along the oppofite fhore. 

The breadth of the river, at the mouth, 
by Ingellee, is about four German leagues. 
It narrows by degrees, fo that at and above 
Chinfurah it is not much more than half a 
league over. 

By the violent afflux, the water is always 
thick and muddy, and is not very fit for 
drinking until it has flood flill for fome 
time, to fettle. In order to clarify it with 
expedition, a fort of fmall beans, which 
grow here, are made ufe of. One of thele 
beans, is rubbed to pieces upon a flone, with 
a little water ; it is then put into a cafle of 
the river-water, and, in the fpace offix hours, 
it makes it perfeftly clear, and fit for keep- 
ing:: a long time at lea. 
o , , ,o 

From Ingellee Xo Chinfurah^ where the 
river is navigable /or large fliips, the depth 

of 
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of water is from three and a half to eleven 
and twelve fathoms. 

The waters of the Ganges are efteemed 
holy, and the river facred, by all the In- 
dians, who inhabit Bengal, Orixa, GoJeonda, 
Coromandel, and the neighbouring countries. 
The Gentoos worlhip the Ganges as a divi- 
nity, and an annual feftival is held in its 
honour. They conceive that by wafhing in 
its holy waters, they are purified from all 
their fins ; and thofe who live near the river, 
perform an ablution in it, at leaf!, once 
every day. Thofe who have no opportuni- 
ty of doing this, and who live too far inland, 
come, once a year, from all parts of the 
country, as far as thirty days’ journey, and 
farther, to cleanfe both their bodies and their 
Ibuls in the facred wave. 

The number of people, whom I faw ar- 
rive in the latter end of March, at Hougly 
and Herbonee, for the above purpofe, was in- 
credible. The concourfe continued for three 
days together. Ail of them, whether men, 
women, or children, when they had wafhed 
themfelves, and fet off on their return home, 
carried with them forae of the river-water, 
in veffels, which they ha^ brought for that 

purpofe. 
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purpofe, for the ufe of fuch of their relatives 
and friends, as had been left behind, and 
who, by age or infirmity, were incapacitated 
for performing the journey *. 


* A confiderable trade is carried on by the pilgrims who re- 
turn from the Ganges, and the price of the holy water bears a 
proportion to t.he diftance from the river of the place where it 
is fold. It is chiefly carried in large flalks or bottles, holding 
nearly five quarts each, fufpended at either end of a bamboo, 
which refts upon the flioulders. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Inhahitmts ^Bengal . — ^hdr Apparance. -^Tem- 
per and CharaSter. — Women , — Proftitution . — 
Cafies. — Artijans. — Hrejs of the Men.— ‘Of the 
Women. — Food. — Religion. — Feftivals. — Feftlval 
of the Ganges. — Ceremonies ohferved at it . — 
Its Purport. — Fejlival of Hooks, fo called hy Eu- 
ropeans. — Singular Torments they undergo. — 
Their Superftition. — Pagodas. — Idols. — Offerings. 
Brahmins. — Faquirs. — Strange Penances. — Con- 
jurers and Serpent-Charmers. — Curious Feats per- 
formed hy the latter. — Dancing Girls;. — Their 
Drejs.— Dances. — Licentioufnejs. 

Bengal is peopled by various nations ; 
but the principal are the Moguls, or Moors, 
as they are improperly called, defcendants 
of the Zagathais, who, a little more than 
two centuries ago, brought this kingdom, 
together with the whole of the empire of 
Indojlan, under their fubjedlion *. 

* It was in the year 15^5, that BAnER, one of the defcend- 
ants of the renowned Timorbeo, or Tamerlane^ got pof- 
feffion of Dehify feated himfelf on the throne of Jndoilan^ and 
properly eftabliflied the Mogul empire in India. T. 
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Next follow the Gentoos*, or Bengalefe; 
the firft appellation they have in common 
with the inhabitants of Coromandel., Golconda^ 
and the greatcft part of Indojian ; they are a 
hundred times more numerous than the 
Moors. 

The Bengalefe do not differ much from 
the Europeans in flature ; they are more in- 
clined to fparenefs than to corpulency ; their 
colour is dark-brown ; their hair is black, 
and uncurled ; they are well made, and I 
faw none that were misfhapen, or lame, ex- 
cept fome faquirs, who had fuffered their 
bodies to grow crooked, from religious mo- 
tives. Individuals are met with, who are 
of a lighter brown caft, and whofe com- 
plexion approaches to yellow ; but thefe in- 
ftances are not frequent. 

They are, in general, Ipzy, luftful, and 
pufillanimous. Their higheft felicity feems 
to be placed in idlenels and fleep r and were 
they not forced, by the wants of their na- 

* Gentki^ a Portuguefe word, meaning Gentiles ^ in the fcrip- 
tural phrafe; by which general appellation they at firft called 
all the natives of India, whether Mahomedans . or Hindoos. 
From them theterm(?^«/^fl has been adopted, by which, accord* 
ing to the prefent nfage, the Hindoos, or followers of Brahma^ 
are diHinguilhed from the Mahomedans, or MulTulmen. Jl 

txire, 
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ture, to apply themfelves to fome occupation, 
they would never work; for nothing lefe 
than hunger or thirft lufEces to roule them 
from their beloved ftate of indolence. They 
are, neverthelefs, very intelligent, and are 
not deficient in underftanding, efpecially 
not in imitative genius. Another trait of 
their character, is their addiction to ftealing. 

I have been told, that their morals were 
much better, and their behaviour more 
manly, before the Moguls overran their 
country, and introduced the Mahomedan 
religion, and, together with it, innumerable 
vices, which were before both unpraflifed 
and unknown. 

Although moft of them are very poor, yet 
there are fome of the banyans, or merchants, 
who are extremely wealthy, and who yet 
fpare no pains whenever they can earn even 
half a rupee. Thefe men are very fhrewd 
in matters of trade, and are able to make 
very large and intricate calculations, which 
would take us up much time, in a moment, 
from their heads. They write from left to 
right, with a fplit reed, and have a feparate 
alphabet, compofed of charaders which are 

diftindt 
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diftind from thofe of the Moors and Per- 
fians. 

All of them, carry their pufillanimity to a 
very great excels ; one European is enough 
to put fifty of them to flight; the lead: 
menace awakens the fearfulnels of their dif- 
pofition, and is lufficient to make them fly 
with Ipeed from the threatener. This bent, 
however, muft be chiefly afcribed to the in- 
fluence of their religion, which inftils into 
them the greateft abhorrence of bloodfhed, 
from their childhood. 

The women, although of a brown com- 
plexion, have engaging countenances, and 
are well proportioned. They intrigue with 
Ipirit, and are uncommonly wanton. They 
ule every artifice to entrap the hearts of 
their male acquaintance, and elpecially 
ftrangers, Proftitution is not thought a dis- 
grace : there are every where licenfed 
places, where a greats number of loofc 
women are kept ; it is a livelihood that is 
allowed by law, upon payment to the faiif- 
dar^ or IherilF, of the place, of a certain duty 
impoled upon the perlbns of the females 
who adopt this mode of life ; they are 

generally 
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generally afleffed at half a rupee, or fifteen 
ftivers, per month. 

The Gentoos are divided into various 
clafles, called caftes, of which, as 1 have 
been informed, there are more than feventy. 
Of thele, the cafle of the Brahmins is the 
firft and nobleft, and that of the Pareas, 
who are employed in the removal of ordure 
and carrion, is the lowed: and moft delpifed. 

In order that thefe caftes, may each re- 
main pure, and unmingled with the others, 
it is enaded, that no Bengalefe, fliall marry 
a woman, who is of a lower cafte than his 
own, or if he do fo, he fliall then defeend 
into the cafte of his wife. The fame re^u- 

O , 

lation likewife takes place, if any one, have 
eaten a meal with another of an inferior cafte, 
in which cafe, he is immediately degraded 
to the rank of the perfon with whom he has 
been thus familiar. It is not only in thefe 
cafes, but in many others, that a man lofes the 
privileges of his cafte ; for which reafbn, they 
are very careful not to do any thing that may 
give occafion hereto, and people of the 
higher orders, will rather fuffer every kind of 
want, than fubmit to any thing derogatory 
to their dignity. 


Every 
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Every cafte has its peculiar means of live- 
lihood, or manual trade, by which they are 
maintained, and which is inherited from 
father to fon. They have accordingly op- 
portunities of making great progreis in their 
refpcdlive arts, although they can never ex- 
pe£l to rife above the ifation, in which they 
are born. The fon of a Brahmirit becomes 
a prieft, or a man of letters, juft as his father. 
A Cooley^ or labourer, cultivates the foil, as 
his anceftors did before him. The fop. of a 
Berra^ or palenkeen-bearer, continues to 
carry palankeens,' all the days of his life. 
Artificers confine themfelves to one forKof 
work, fo that a goldfmith will not work in 
filver, nor a filverfmith in gold. In the 
aurungs, or looms, a weaver will only weave 
one fingle fort of ftuff during his whole life, 
unlefshe be compelled to take another in hand. 

The artificers are very ingenious, and I 
have feen feveral examples, efpecially of 
gold and filverfmiths, which are fcarcely 
credible, of the dexterity with which they 
make every thing that can be formed of 
thofe metals ; if they have but a proper 
model, they will imitate it with the great- 
fft exadlnefs and ingenuity. They perform 

their 
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their work with fo much expedition and 
neatnefs, and with fo little apparatus, and 
fo few implements, than an European ar- 
tift would be aftoniflied at ' their fuccefs. 
They are withal very poor. The workmen 
in gold or filver, are frequently only little 
boys, who lit every day on the bazar, or 
market, waiting till they are called to exer- 
cife their trade ; when one of them is called, 
he comes to the houfe, where he is wanted, 
with his implements, which he carries in a 
little balket, and which only confift of a very 
fmall anvil, a hammer, a pair of pincers, a 
few files, and a pair of bellows. A chaffing- 
dilh, or pan of embers, is then given to him, 
with a model of what is to be made ; and 
the gold or lilver is weighed off to him by 
rupees ; and an agreement is made how 
many annas, or fixteenth parts of a rupee, ac- 
cording to the work that is to be done, and 
the trouble required to finilh it, agreeable 
to the pattern, lhall be paid to him ; or 
fometimes an agreement is made how much 
he lhall earn per day, which feldom exceeds 
fix or feven ftivers (pence). He then fets 
about his work in the open air, and per- 
forms it with dilpatch and ingenuity. He 

employs 
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employs both hands and feet, and is able to 
hold, and turn things about, between his toes 
and the foie of his foot, as fall: as we can 
with our hands and fingers. When his 
work is done, and he is rewarded for it, he 
takes his little balket up again, and feats 
himfelf anew on the market, waiting pa- 
tiently for another opportunity of exercifing 
his profeffion. 

It is the lame cafe with other tradefmen, 
who are equally fent for home, when any 
thing is to be done. If fhoes are wanted, a 
Ihoe-maker is called from the bazar^ who, 
with the leather, and other requifites, makes 
four pair of fhoes in a day, for the value of 
half a crown. 

A taylor here, makes as good and hand- 
fome clothes, in the European fafhion, both 
for men and women, as any where in Eu- 
rope. When a piece of the finefl: muflin is 
torn, they can mend it again fb artificially, 
that no eye can difeover where the defeft 
was. Muflins are fbmetimes wove fb fine, 
that a piece of twenty yards in length, and 
longer, can be inclofedin a common pocket 

tobacco- 
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tobacco-box *. The whole is done with a 
•very trifling apparatus, and Europeans are 
often furprifed to behold the perfedion of 
manufadure, which is exemplified here in 
almofl: every handicraft, efFeded with fo few, 
and fuch imperfed tools. 

The conamon people go almoft naked. 
They wear nothing but a piece of linen, 
wrapped round the: waift, and paffed be- 
tween the legs. Some of them wear a piece 
of linen, wound about the head ; but others 
go bareheaded. Thofe of a higher rank, 
have a drefs of white cotton, which doubles 
over before, as high as the Ihoulders, and 
is faftened with firings round the middle ; 
thefe may not be tied on the right fide, to 
diftinguifli them from the Moguls, or Ma- 

♦ A common fiized Dutch tobacco-box, fuch as they wear 
in the pocket, is about eight inches long, half as broad, and 
about an inch deep. It is incredible to what a degree of fine* 
nefs, cotton is fomctimes fpun by the Indians. I had an 
** opportunity/^ fays Dr. THUHBEiiG, “ of feeing cotton- 
fluffs fo exceedingly fine, that half a dozen fhiits could be 
fqueezed together in one hand. Thefe are, however, not 
readily made ufe of, but are kept, as rarities, by people of 
** diftindion, to fhew to what a degree of perfection, the art 
of fpinning can be brought.^^ 
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homedans ; this drefs hangs down to their 
feet ; they wear no ftockings, but have a 
kind of fhoes, which are put on fliplhod, and 
are turned up before, juft like the Turkifli 
baboocbes 

Moft of them ftiave their heads, and era- 
dicate the hair from all other parts of the 
body. Rich people wear turbands, but made 
in a different manner from thofe of the 
Moors. A great many of them wear finall 
earrings. 

The drefs of the women confifts in a piece 
of cotton-doth, which is thrown over the 
Ihoulders, and under which they wear a 
kind of coat and drawers. They fupport 
their breafts, and prefs them upwards by a 
piece of linen, which palfes under the arms, 
and is made faft on the back. Thofe that 
can afford it, adorn their hair with gold 
bodkins, and their arms, legs, and toes, with 
gold or filver rings and bands, as likewife 
their ears, and the cartilage of the nofe. 

The women of the lower clafles, wear 
fimilar ornaments, which are made of a fort 
of cowries, brought from ihQ Maidive illands, 
and called which the Bengalefe 

have the art of fawing through, fo that every 

cutting 
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cutting makes a ring. They go bareheaded, 
and their hair is turned up, and faftened at 
the back of the head. 

Rice is the chief article of food of the 
Hindoos, and ferves them inftead of bread. 
Vegetables and milk conftitute the remain- 
der of their fcanty bill of fare. They eat 
no filh, fiefh of animals, or any thing that 
has received life. They frequently let milk 
ftand till it is thick and four, before they ufe 
it; it is, then called tayer. Their beverage 
is generally pure water ; they are enemies 
of every kind of inebriating liquor, and 
never indulge in the beaftly pleafures of 
intoxication, as too many other nations do, 
except fome of the very lowefl: caftes, who 
fometimes exceed the bounds of temperance, 
in drinking a kind of fpirits, which they diftil 
from Ipoiled rice. 

With regard to their religion, I could not 
obtain much particular knowledge, farther 
than wliat relates to outward ceremonies 
and rites. Several other winters have, how- 
ever, enlarged on it. I have often con- 
verfed on the fubjefl:, with their brahmins, by 
means of an interpreter, but always found 
them either very ignorant of, or very ob- 

Itinate 


C 417 ] 

ftinate in not revealing the principles and 
tenets of their belief. Whatever they laid 
was fo wildly abfurd, and what they alleged 
at one time, was fo inconfiftent with what 
they faid at another, that I thought very 
little of it worthy of prefervation. I could 
colled:, that they believed in a Supreme Be- 
ing, to whom feveral other deities were fub- 
ordinate, of which the Ganges was one of the 
principal. This fupreme God was the au- 
thor of all good ; but there was another fpi- 
rit who violently oppofed the firft, and oc- 
cafioned all the evils and diftrelTes which fall 
upon mankind. They vent the moft horrid 
execrations againft this evil fpirit, efpecially 
when it thunders or lightens, which they be- 
lieve proceeds from him. They pourtray 
him in the form of a dragon, or ferpent, 
with four claws, trampled under foot by the 
beneficent deity, who is painted in a variety 
of fhapes. 

They believe in a future ftate, in which 
every one ihall be rewarded, according to 
his good or evil deeds in this world j but 
this is fo blended and confounded with their 
belief in the tranfmigration of fouls, that I 

have 
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have not been able to form a clear idea of 
their tenets in this refpedl. They fay that 
the world will have an end, and that the 
good Being, after having deftroyed every 
thing but the €angesy will remain, fitting 
upon a pilang-Ieaf, with two betel-plants 
by him, fioating upon the river, and wrapped 
up in meditation and enjoyment, for ever- 
lafting. 

Befides others, they have three grand fefi:i- 
vals ; namely, the feftival in honour of the 
Ganges', the feftival of iooks, as it is called by 
the Europeans ; and that of the wajhmgs, or 
purifications. 

The feftival of the Ganges was held, in the 
month of Odlober, while I was at Chinfurah. 
The chief purport of it, feemed to be the 
cafting of a certain image into the Ganges, 
with much ceremony. 

Wealthy banyans, who can afford the ex- 
pence of fuch a feftival, will certainly not 
negleft giving one, at leaft once in their 
lives, although it may coft them ten thou, 
fand rupees, or more. Of feveral of the 
feftivals of this kind, which were given at 
Chinfurah, there was one, which furpafted ail 

: - - ' the , 
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ihd others, and which coft the banyan who 
gave it, full eight thou land rupees, or twelv® 
thoufand gilders. Itlafted three fucceffivedays. 

I went to the houfe of the banyanj where 
the feftiva.1 was held, that I might have a 
perfecl opportunity of obferving the detail of 
it. 

At the upper end of a large room, there 
\*,'as a kind of ftage erected, about four feet 
from the ground. Above it, was a fliperb 
canopy, fupported, on each fide, by two pil- 
lars. The whole was covered with red cot- 
ton cloth, which was Ipangled with flowers, 
made of thin plates of filver ; and which, by 
the numerous lamps, with which the cham- 
ber was illuminated, had a very brilliant ef- 
fect. 

Upon the ilage, was a fquare platform, 
upon which a femicircular niche was placed, 
con taining fcveral milshapen images of clay, 
all richly gilt and painted. 

The xippermofl: and largeft reprefentation, 
was that of a woman, called Doulga, with 
two larger, and two fmaller, arms j in one 
hand fhe held the head of a man ; in an- 
other, a goblet ; in the third, an oblong 
piece of wood ; and in the fourth, fbme- 

thiug 
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thing that refembled a book. On. each fide 
of her, were two fmaller images, which the 
brahmins told me were the reprefentations of 
her children. Lower down, was the image 
of a monfter, having the body of a horfe, 
and the head of a dragon ; and near it was 
a hideous human figure, which it threatened 
to devour. 

The member which diftinguiftied the 
images of males, was naked ; and in luch a 
pofture, and of fiich a fize, as to be ex- 
tremely offenfive to every one, but to thefe 
blind heathens. 

The outer border of the niche, was divid- 
ed into fmall fquare copartments. Different 
achievements of their gods were delineated 
in each ; but all were painted in a deformed 
ftyle. The whole of the niche, and every 
thing near it, was adorned with gold and 
filver, and its appearance was, in fadf, fplen- 
did and dazzling. 

Here and there, were reprefentations of a 
divinity, to whom they pay adoration, under 
the appellation of Ungam *. This is the 

* The lingam ib the image of the male orgaa of generation, 
and, in the mythology of the Hindoos, is the tiniverfal fynnbol 
of renovattve nature. T. 
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jnoft fcandalous worfliip of all tlie nunofirous 
abommations, which the fiiperftition of maa 
has multiplied upon the face of the earth. 
They proftrated themfelves, from time to 
time, before this idol, and made offerings to 
it of flowers, perfume, pieces of gold and fil- 
ver, and even gold and filver coin, which was 
diligently coHedled, at the termination of the 
feftival, by the brahmins, who had the care 
of this deity. 

The roof of the apartment, was hung full 
of cocoanuts, arecanuts, and other fruits, 
flrung in rows. The concourfe of people 
was very great, and every part was crowded, 
except in the middle of the room, .where a 
^ace was left for the dancing girls, who 
danced for three nights, from the evening 
until daybreak, before Doulga. While 
dancing they threw themfelves into the moft 
indecent attitudes, and with geftures .the 
moft; libidinous, they kept their eyes con- 
ftantly fixed on the niche. They danced to. 
the found of cymbals, triangles, tomtoms^ or 
little drums, and other mufical inftruments ; 
andamidftthe chanting of hymns, in honour 
of the o-ods, whofe feftival they celebrated. 

- ; ::vThe: 



C 422 ] 

The whole gave a confufed noife, but by no 
means dilagreeable. 

In the laft night, a Iblemn ^crifice was 
made of a young buifalo, in the following 
itianner : 

A large oblong pit was dug, in the mid- 
dle of the hall, oppofite to the ftage ; at the 
upper- end, two low flakes were driven into 
the groimd, not far from each other. The 
buffalo, which was plentifully adorned with 
flowers, was then put into the pit, and his 
neck laid between the two flakes, his head 
being fo placed, that his eyes were turned 
towards the niche. If he continue to look 
fteadfaflly at the niche, without turning his 
head or eyes away from it, it is confidered 
as a peculiarly favourable omen, and a fign 
that the facrifice is agreeable to the goddefs ; 
but if the contrary take place, and he turn 
his head, to either one fide or the other, it 
is conftrued into an evil prefage. A crofs 
piece of wood is made fafl, over the neck, to 
the flakes, fo that the animal cannot lift up 
its head. Upon this, they pull the buffalo 
by the tail, as hard as they can, in order 
to flretch the neck, which is cut through. 
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at one ftroke, by a brahmin. The head is 
laid before the goddeft, and the people mani- 
feft great joy ; but if the brahmin, be forced 
to make more ftrokes than one, it is looked 
upon as a fatal omen, and occafions much 
fbrrow and confternation. 

During the whole of the three nights, the 
apartment was filled with people j it was 
open to every one j and the guefts were 
plentifully fprinkled with rofewater, from 
time to time ; thole of moft confideration 
were anointed, upon their head and hands, 
with oil of roles. 

The loth of October, which was the fifth 
day after the full moon, and the fourth af- 
ter the commencement of the fellival, was 
the time appointed by the brahmins, to com- 
mit the offerings to the Ganges ; and this Ib- 
lemnity was obferved, not only at Chinfu^ 
rahy but along the whole courfe of the river, 
at one and the lame time, with various de- 
grees of pomp and magnificence, according 
to the wealth and power of the celebrators. 

In the afternoon, all the niches were 
taken out of the houfes, where they had 
been expofed to view. At the door, tjiey 
were placed upon handbarrows, the faces 

of 
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of the images, being turned backwards, 
and were carried by four men, upon their 
flioulders. Two men went on each fide, 
with fans, made of peacock’s feathers, to 
drive away the flies and other infers from 
the images. Two went before, with fla-r 
rions, and others followed with drums, and 
cymbals, making a confufed kind of mufic. 
The proceflion was accompanied by a great 
concourfe of people. When they came to 
the banks of the Ganges^ the niches were 
put on board of veffels, in which the at- 
tendants with fans, and the muficians liker 
wife embarked, continuing their rude har- 
mony ; whilft others again danced before 
the goddels, making geftures of the moft un? 
equivocal and fliameful kind that can be con? 
ceived. 

In this manner, they tailed up and down 
the river, which was covered by an innu- 
merable quantity of veffels of all fizes, all 
gaudily decorated with flags. The people 
were in high fpirits, and all emuloufly ftrove 
to evince their joy, by their geftures and ex- 
preffions. 

At funfet, all the niches were thrown out 

: of 
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jo( the boats into the river, which terminated 
ihe ceremonies of the feftivai. 

As far as I could colle6t, from what the 
banyan {aid, I underftood that this feftival 
was the reprefentation of a marriage j fot 
the Ganges is liippofed annually to elpoufe 
the goddefs Doulga, and the children who 
flood on each fide, are intended to reprefent 
the progeny of this exalted union. The 
highly voluptuous attitudes and poftureS 
which were made before the goddefs, were 
intended to excite the defires of the celeftial 
couple, and ftimulate them to the procrea- 
tion of more children, in order to conquer the 
evil Ipirit. 

The feftival of hooks * (which is the 
name given to it by Europeans) is cele- 
brated in the beginning of April. I was 
notan eyewitnefs of it,becaufe I had, at that 
time, left the Ganges ; but the following ac- 
count was given to me, by people worthy of 
credit. 

At the top of a high flake, erefiled for this 

^ Called by tbe Hindoos, the feftival of Oppofs, It is 
fuppofed to be kept in commemoration of a martyr, who fuf* 
fered qttraordinary tortures for the fake of his faith. T. 

purpofe. 
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purpofe, a crofs piece of wood of thirty feet 
in length, is laid, which turns round upon 
an iron pin. A Bengalefe, ■w'ho is con- 
fecratcd to this folemnity, by one of the chief 
brahmins, then has a great iron hook run in- 
to his body, under the ribs, over which a 
piece of cloth, or girdle, is ftiffly bound, to 
prevent the tearing through of the fleflj. The 
hook is faftened by a ihort cord, to one end 
of the crols be^tn, and a longer cord is fixed 
to the other, by which it is turned round 
with rapidity, feveral times, by the people 
who are prefent, whilft the man who under- 
goes the penance, and who hangs by the 
hook at the other end of the crofs beam, in 
the air, ftrews ground rice, or flowers, upon 
the people below, which they catch and pre- 
ferve, as facred relics. After having beerr 
whirled round for fome time, he is taken 
down, the hook taken out of his body, and 
the wound is cured as foon aspofiihie. 

Others, out of a fiiperftitious zeal, rurj. 
iron pegs through their tongues, Ibme that 
are as thick as a finger, which they keep 
in that fituation, and carry about with them 
wherever they go, as long as the feftival 
lafls. 


Some 
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Soiae make two openings, one in each 
fide, through which they pafs ropes, which 
are llretched tight at either end, and along 
which they run backwards and forwards. 

Several luffer themfelves to be crufhed tq 
death, under the broad wheels of a lofty ma- 
chine, which is made for the purpofe ; and 
being filled with people, is drawn about by ^ 
multitude of others. This, however, is more 
pradlifed among the Gentoos on the coaft of 
Coromandel^ than in Bengal. 

They infli61 a variety of other corporal pe- 
nances upon themfelves, during this fefiival, 
but the above are the principal. 

The feftivals are not celebrated every year 
on the feme day, for they are fometimes an- 
ticipated, and fometimes delayed, for feveral 
days, according to the regulations of lucky 
and unlucky days made by the brahmins. In 
this refpeftithey are exceflively foperftitious, 
and they will never undertake any thing up- 
on a day, which they efteem unlucky. 

It is the feme with regard to numbers. 
An odd number is reckoned lucky, and an 
even one, the contrary. Upon receiving 
or paying fums of money, they will rather 

lofe 
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lofc a rupee, than either take or give an even 
namber. 

Their temples, CdiUk^ ^(tgodiiSi are rpoftly 
fquare j they are ftone buildings, which are 
not very lofty, and are crowned with a cu- 
pola. Within, they are very dark | for they 
have no windows, and only receive their 
Kght through the entrance. Tho' image of 
the idol, ftands in the deepeft and darkefl 
recels of the temple ; it is of a monftrous 
fhape, and of uncouth dimenfions, having 
many arms and hands, in each of which it 
holds fomething. Amongft many others, I 
iaw one, which had an human figure, and 
was reprefcnted in a fitting pofture. Th§ 
head was very large in proportion to the 
body, with the tongue hanging out of the 
mouth, half way down the breaft j the ey^s 
were ftretched wide open j it bad four arms 
and hands 5 one hand was empty, but the 
palm of it was turned upwards i in another 
it held a little board ^ in a third, a naked 
^ord j and in the fourth it gralped a human 
head by the hair. 

1 law fome idols, which had eight, and 
•there, with fixteen arras ; thele had an hu- 
man 
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man tody, but the head of a dog, with drawa 
bows, and other inftruments of war, in their 
hands. 

Some of them were black, others of a yel- 
lowifli hue ; one was the folitary divinity of 
a temple, and others had images reprefent- 
ing their wives near them. 

In feme pagodas, were no images, but 
only a fingle black, polilhed, Hone, lying up- 
on a round altar, covered with flowers and, 
landalwood, which w^ere ftrewed upon it. 
They ihew more veneration for thefe Hones, 
than for the idols themfelves. 

Their worfhip of thefe divinities, confifts 
in throwing themfelves upon the ground, 
and making their falamy or falutation with 
their hands, qaeukting their prayers in 
filence, in that pofture. 

The offerings which they are accuftomed 
to prefent to their gods, conlift of flowers, 
rice,, pieces of filk and cotton, and Ibmetimes 
gold and filver. Every thing is laid before 
the idols, and is taken care of by the brah- 
mins, who profit the mofl: by it. They 
guard the pagodas, both by day, and by 
night. 

The brahmins, or priefts, called brahmans 

by 




by tBe tiidians, who are the brachmanni 
antiquity, are of the firft and nobleft cafte of 
the people, as we have before obferved. 
They are known by a thin cord, with a 
bead, which is paffed round the neck, and 
hangs down upon thebreaft ; they are never 
without this mark of diftindiion. 

They are held in the greatell relpeft by 
all the other caftes ; and no one approaches 
a brahmin, but with marks of the higheft 
veneration, to which they make no other 
return, than Ihewing the open palms of their 
hands. 

There are feveral caftes of brahmins, which 
differ' in rank and reputation j fome of them 
are reputed fb holy, and are held in fuch 
high veneration by the people, that the 
water In which a brahmin, belonging to 
thetn, has wafhed his feet, is efteemed fa- 
cred, and is given to the common Bengalefe 
to drink, who think it the greateft felicity 
to be allowed a fiiarc of fiich a difgufting 
beverage. 

Th.e vedamy ordered book, in which the 
principles and duties of their religion are 
inferibed, is kept, it is faid, by the chief 
brahmins of the firtt order. The copies of 

: V : ' it, : 
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it, are afferted to be written in Perfian let- 
ters, upon a certain fort of paper, imper- 
vious to the attacks of worms, or other in- 
fedfe. 

The brahmins never negledl wafiiing 
themfelves in the Ganges^ at funrifc. Be- 
fore they enter the water, they make a few 
falamsy or lalutations, to the river 5 upon this 
they take fome water in the hollow of the 
hand, arid offer it to the rifing fiin, bowing 
their heads many times ; they then befprin- 
kle all the parts of their body with it, one by 
one, ending by the forehead and breaft. I 
law feveral, who had a little brafs pot, or 
fhell, with which they continually fcooped 
up water, out of the river, and let it run out 
again immediately, muttering prayers all the 
while; but when they filled it for the laft 
time, they went out of the river, and poured 
the contents upon the bank ; after this, they 
made a mark, with a yellowifh kind of clay, 
upon the nofe and eyes, in the form of the 
letter y; I faw other Bengalefe likewife 
mark themfelves in this manner, making, 
however, only a fingle ftripe upon the nofe, 
and upon the forehead. They then go into 
their pagodas, to pray, decorating their idols 

with 
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with flowers, and flrewing them with ian- 
dalwGod. 

I was .ailured, -that brahmins are to be met 
with, in the neighbourhood of Daccat who, 
■far from refembling ibme of thefe caftes in 
fhipidity and ignorance, on the contrary, en- 
tertain pure ideas of the godhead, and pene- 
trating through the veil of thefe external, 
puerile, and ridiculous ceremonies, to the 
conception of an almighty Creator, join the' 
pradice of the moral virtues, to their belief 
in his omnifcient providence. But they will 
feldpm enter- into converfation with Arrangers 
on thefe fubjeds. 

The land abounds with a fort of religious 
beggars, who are called faquirs ; thefe are, 
in general, the very refufe of fociety, the 
worft of whatever deferves to be called bad. 

They do not work, but live by the alms, 
which are bellowed upon them, willingly 
and in plenty, by the fuperllition of the peo- 
ple. They go entirely naked, and are 
wholly devoid of lhame. On their Ihoulders, 
they carry a thick club, the end of which is 
wound round, with rags of cloth, of all co- 
lours. It is dangerous to meet them in foli- 
tary places, or in the woods, for they make 

no 
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no jfcruple of knocking down, and murder- 
ing) whoever happens to have any thing of 
value about him. They wander about the 
country, in troops of two or three hundred, 
and all ftand under one chief, who confe- 
crates them to this vocation, which they 
may not adopt without his confent. 

They ftrew their hair, which hangs half 
way down the back, with afhes, and fome- 
times wallow in afhes, rolling the whole 
body in them, and making a moft difgufting 
figure of themfelves. 

They are not allowed to marry, but they 
indemnify themfelves for this privation, in 
other ways, and by the perpetration of the 
moft abominable beaftlinefs. 

They generally take up their abode in fhady 
places, either in the open air, or in old and 
ruinous buildings, without ufingany thing to 
repofe upon, or to cover themfelves. 

Genuine make vows, that they 

will perform penance, by remaining, during 
their whole lives, in fome unnatural or un- 
eafy pofture, or by torturing their bodies by 
various methods ; but moft of them are not 
excited by real penitence or compundlion, 
but are fpurred on by vainglory, endeavour- 
ing 
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ing to attfaS the notice and refpeft of the 
commonality, and thereby to raife thcm- 
felves to efteem and honour. 

I met with fcveral of them, at different 
times. Among others, were fome, who, 
by keeping one arm ftretched out upwards 
for many years, had loft the power of lower- 
ing it again, and were forced always to re- 
main in that pofition. Others, who had 
made choice of a bend in their body forwards, 
and who were, in confequence, grown fb 
crooked, that they formed a right angle. 
Some, who by continually bending the 
head backwards, could not bring it back to 
its natural pofition. There were others 
again, who dragged heavy iron chains about 
with them, during their whole lives. In- 
land, as I have related in my journal, I law 
one, who had a brafs ring, of the thicknefs 
of a quill, thruft through the penis, with 
three other rings of iron, rivetted to it like 
links of a chain, without it feeming to im- 
commode him at all, in walking. 

Conjurers, and ferpent-charmers, are to 
be met with, in abundance. The latter, 
chiefly refide in the villages, and exercife 
their art for a trifle of money. When a 

fnake 
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fhake is fuppofed to have taken up his abode, 
in a houfe, or any other place, one of thefe 
exorcifts is fent for, who performs his 
office in the following manner : 

He firfl creeps, upon his hands and knees, 
all over the ground, fmelling in every hole 
and corner, and foon difcovers the reptile, if 
there be one, by the fcent. Having thus 
afcertained whereabouts the animal is, he 
fits down, and taking out a little flute, made 
of bone, plays upon it for fbme time, till the 
fnake comes out of his hidingplace, and darts 
at him, with a violent hifs ; he then drops 
the flute ; catches the creature in both 
hands, and kills it, at one blow, by firiking 
its head againft the ground, without being 
bitten by it. 

They know how to deprive fnakes of their 
poifon ; ufing for that purpofe a little ball of 
capak, or cotton, with which they take it 
from between the teeth, where it lies, in- 
clofed in bladders; and they keep the fnakes, 
thus deprived of their venemous quality, in 
wicker balkets, carrying them about the 
country, and making them dance. 

When I was at Fultak^ I font for one of 
them, in order to fee this curious exhibition. 

He 
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He brought three balkets with him, in 
which there were feveral fnakes. He took 
out two of them, both Cobras di Capelli^ 
which are cfteemed the moft venomous of 
all, and threw them upon the ground, in the 
grafs. They immediately began hiifing, 
and ereding half of their bodies upright, 
darted upon, and twined round each other, 
as often as he encouraged them. They 
fometimes darted at the byftanders, but then 
he caught them ' fuddenly by the tail, and 
drew them back. He Ibmetimes excited 
them againfl: himfelf, and fuiFered them to 
bite his brcaft, hands, and forehead, till the 
blood ilreamed from the wounds. After 
having made them play their tricks for fome 
time, he took out of a balket, a very large 
fnake, which was at leaft twelve or thirteen 
feet in length, and beautifully variegated 
with tints of green and yellow ; he made it 
bite him fo hard in the breaft, that it re- 
mained hanging by its teeth, without feem- 
ing to do him any harm ; he then took a 
fmaUer one, put its head into his mouth, 
and made it ieize his tongue, to which it 
likewife cleaved by the teeth ; and throwing 
them round his neck and arms, was encircled 


in 


[ 437 I 

in their folds, without fufFering any other in- 
convenience, than the blood flowing from 
the wounds, along his face and breaft. 

Although thefe men, do not die by the 
effedts of the venom, becaufe, as aforefaid, 
they have the fecret of depriving the fhakes 
of their poilbn every day, yet their Ikin has 
a leprous and fcaly appearance, and they are 
covered with puftules. 

Both Moors and Bengalefe take great 
delight in having women dance before them, 
who are kept for that purpofe, and are edu- 
cated, from their infancy, in the exercife of 
this diverfion. Their feafts and entertain- 
ments would be deftitute of attradlion, if a 
troop of fix or eight dancing-girls were not 
prefent at them. 

Whenever they are fent for, they are 
always accompanied by fome of their mufi- 
cians, who, with their cymbals, tomtoms^ 
and an inftrument which refembles a violin, 
and upon which they play with a little flick, 
do not make a difagreeable concert, at leaffc 
in the Bengal tafle ; and they accompany 
their performance with theiir voices, which, 
however, is not the moft pleafant part of 
{he entertainment. 


The 
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The dancing girls are richly decorated, 
according to their fafhion, with rings of 
gold, or of filver gilt, upon their arms, legs, 
fingers, toes, and necks ; they have golden 
circlets, of the fhape of French horns, paffed 
through the left noftril. Their drefs con- 
fifts in wide Moorifh drawers, which reach 
to their heels, and are faftened round the 
waill: ; over this, they have a kabay, which 
is made with a fmall body above, and a 
flowing petticoat below; it is made tight 
under the bofom, which it fupports, and 
preffes upwards, but which it covers en- 
tirely ; the fleeves come down to the hands, 
and are fattened with a row of little but- 
tons underneath. Their hair, which is quite 
black, and fhines with oil, is ftroked fraooth 
over the head to the back part, where it is 
tied in a knot. They have a veil of white 
muflin, which is thrown over the whole, 
and with which, they conceal their faces 
from time to time, during the dance. 

Their dances confift in continual twininsrs 

' ^ . 

and bendings of the body and head ; and in 
advancing and receding, as is praftifed in 
the Spaniih dances. 

If any one be captivated by the charms of 

their 
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their perfons, or of their dancing, they make 
no fcruple of gratifying him with the enjoy- 
ment of thofe which are lefs public, for a 
trifling confideration j and without occa- 
fioning the leafl: fcandal to the company, 
or to their companions, who continue danc- 
ing, without noticing the retreat of their frail 
alTociate. 
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CHAPTER. III. 

Marriages of the Bengalefe. — Burning alive of 
Widows. — Ample Account of the Ceremonies ol- 
ferved on fucb an Occafion. — -Another Injtance.-— 
Burying alive Widows. — Dijeajes incident to 
the Natives. — Dyjentery. — Swelled Legs. — Stbe 
younibaad. — Small-pox. — Inoculation. — Bradii- 
tioners of Phyjic. — Lheir Remedies. — Mode of 
Salutation. — Manner of Drinking.— Boujhold Con- 
veniences . — I^he Moguls.— Iheir Complexion.— 
CbaraSler. — Religion. — Morals. — Infamous De- 
bauchery. — Dr^s. 

TThE Bengalefe marry no more than one 
wife, except the brahmins, who take as many 
as they choofe, or can maintain i yet if the 
wife of one of another cafte be barren, and 
he have money enough to fupport her, he is 
allowed by the brahmins, upon payment of a 
certain fum, and the diftribution of fbme 
alms, to take a lecond wife, in addition to 
the firft. 

The ceremonies which take, place at their 
marriages are of little importance. 

Girls, as in all warm climates, are mar- 

riageble 
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riageable at an early age, and they ceafe 
likewife to bear children very foon. 

The women live in the ftridleft fubjedion 
to their hufbands, and in Ibme caftes, the 
wives are obliged, when their hulbands die, 
to follow them to the other worlds and are 
either burnt, or buried alive together with 
the body : if they were to refflfe, fubmit- 
ting to this barbarous cuftom, their cha- 
raders would be ftamped with the great- 
eft infamy, and they would live the fcorn 
and derifion of their companions and rela- 
tives. 

I was an eyewitnefs of the burning of a 
Bengalefe woman, and of the ceremonies 
which accompanied it ; and the following is 
the account of it, which I drew up at the 
time : 

On the 2 5th of November, having re- 
ceived intimation that this fblemnity would 
take place about noon, I went betimes, with 
fome of my friends, to the place which had 
been pointed out to us ; it was a few paces 
out of Cbmfuraht upon the banks of the 
Ganges. 

We here found the body of the deceafed, 
lying upon a kadel^ or couch, covered with a 

piece 
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piece of white cotton, and ftrewed with/W, 
or betel-leaves. 

The woman, who was to be the viflim, 
fat npon the couch, at the foot-end, with 
her legs croffed under her, and her face mrn- 
ed towards that of the deceafed, which was 
uncovered. The hufband feemed to me, to 
have been a perfon of about fifty years of 
age, and his widow was full thirty. She 
had a yellow cotton cloth wrapped around 
her, and her arms and hands were adorned 
with rings of cbancos. Her hair, which 
hung loofe all round her head, was plenti- 
fully ftrewed with ground fandalwood. She 
held a little green branch in her right hand, 
with which ftie drove away the flies from 
the body. 

Round her, upon the ground, fat ten or 
twelve women, who kept ftippiying her with 
frefh betel, a portion of which ftie had con- 
tinually in her mouth ; and when ftie had 
half mafticated it, ftie gave it to one of her 
female friends, or to others of the byftand- 
ers, who begged it of her, wrapped it up in 
pieces of cloth, and preferved it as a relic. 

She fat, for the greateft part of the time, 
like one buried in the deepeft meditation ; 

yet 
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yet with a countenance that betrayed not 
the leaft figns of fear. The other women, 
her relations and friends, Ipoke to her con- 
tinually of the happinels which fhe was 
about to enjoy, with her hulband, in a fu- 
ture life. One of thefe women, who fat 
behind her upon the couch, frequently em- 
braced her, and feemed to talk the moft, and 
very earneftly, with her. 

Befides the women, feveral. men, as well 
her relations, as brahmins, were prefent, who 
at intervals, ftruck their cymbals, and beat 
their drums, accompanied by the longs, or 
cries of the women, making a mod: deaf- 
ening noife. About half paft ten o’clock, 
they began to prepare the funeral pile, at 
the diftance of a little more than eight feet 
from the Ipot, where the unfortunate widow 
was fitting, but which Ihe beheld with the 
mofl; fioic indifference, as if it in no ways 
concerned her. 

The pile was made, by driving four green 
bamboo flakes into the earth, leaving about 
five feet above the ground, and being about 
fix feet from each other, forming a fquare, 
in which was firfl' laid a layer of large fire- 
wood, which was very dry, and eafily com- 

buflible; 
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buftible ; upon this was put a quantity of 
dry ftraw, or reeds, which hung over beyond 
the wood, and was plentifully befmeared 
with gbee, which is a fort of butter, when 
it becomes old and rank. This was done 
alternately, till the pile was about five feet 
in height ; and the whole was then fire wed 
with fine powdered rofin. Finally, a white 
cotton fheet, which was firft wafhedin the 
Ganges, was fpread over the pile, thus com- 
pletely prepared for confuming of the devot- 
ed viflim. 

The widow was then admonifhed by a 
brahmin, that it was time to begin the rites. 
She was then taken up by two women, from 
the couch, carried a little farther, and put 
down upon the ground, while the others 
made a circle round her, and continued to 
offer her frefh betel, accompanied by en- 
treaties, that, as fhe would, in fb ihort a 
time, appear, with her hufband in the pre- 
fenc6 of Ram, or their higheft God, fhe would 
fiipplicate for various favours for them ; and 
above all, that fhe would falute their deceafed 
friends, whom Ihe might meet in the celef- 
tial abodes, in their names. 

In the mean time, the body was taken 

up 
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Tap from the couch by four men, and car- 
ried to the river, where it was wafhed clean, 
and rubbed with turmeric, but which was 
afterwards waihed off again. Upon this, 
one of the brahmins took a little clay out of 
the river, and marked the forehead of the 
deceafed with it, wrapping the body up in 
white linen j which, when this had been 
done, was carried to the pile, and laid upon 
it. 

The woman, who had beheld all thefe pre- 
parations, was then led by two of her female 
relations to the Ganges, in order to wafli in 
the river. When the came again upon the 
bank, her clothes were pulled off, and a 
piece of red filk and cotton gingham was 
wrapped round her body. One of her male 
relatives, took out her gold note-jewel, while 
the fat down, and gave it to her, but the re- 
turned it to him for a memorial of her. 
Hereupon the went again to the river, and 
taking up tome water in her hands, mut- 
tered fome prayers, and offered it to the fun. 
All her ornaments were then taken from 
her, and her armlets were broken, and chap- 
lets of white flowers were put upon her 
neck and hands. Her hair was tucked up 

with 
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with five combs, and her forehead was 
marked with clay in the fame manner as 
that of her huiband. Her head was co- 
vered with a piece of lilk, and a cloth was 
tied round her body, in which the brahmins 
put fome parched rice. 

She then took her lafi: farewel of her 
friends, both men and women, who had af- 
fifted her in the preparation, and Ihe was 
conduced by two of her female relations to 
the pile. When £he came to it, ihe fcat- 
tered from that fide, where the head of the 
deceafed lay, flowers and pai’ched rice up- 
on the fpedlators. She then took fome 
boiled rice, rolled up in a ball, and put it 
into the mouth of the deceafed, laying fe- 
veral other fimilar balls of rice under the 
pile. • Two brahmins next led her three 
times round it, while flie threw parched 
rice among the byftanders, who gathered it 
up with great eagernefs. The laft time that 
Ihe went round, ihe fet a little earthen 
burning lamp, at each of the four corners. 
The whole of this was done during an in- 
ceflant noife of cymbals and drums, and 
amidft the fliouts of the brahmins, and of 
her relations. After having thus walked 

three 
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three times round the pile, fhe mounted 
courageoufly upon it, laid herfelf down up- 
on the right fide, next to the body, which 
the embraced with both her arms ; a piece 
of white cotton was fpread over them both, 
they were bound together over the arms, 
and middle, with two eafy bandages, and a 
quantity of firewood, ftraw, gbee^ and rofin, 
was laid upon them. In the lafi; place, her 
nearell relation, to whom Ihe had given her 
nofe-jewel, came with a burning torch, and 
fet the ftraw on fire, and in a moment the 
whole was in a flame. The noife of the 
drums was redoubled, and the Ihouts of the 
fpediators were more loud and inceffant than 
ever, fo that the flirieks of the unfortunate 
woman, had fhe uttered any, could not pof- 
fibly have been heard. 

What mofi: fiirprized me, at this horrid 
and barbarous rite, was the tranquillity of the 
woman, and the joy expreffed by her re- 
lations, and the fpeflators. The wretched 
vidlim, who beheld thefe preparations mak- 
ing for her cruel death, feeraed to be much 
lefs afteded by it, than we Europeans, who 
were prefent. She underwent every thing 

with 
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with the greateft intrepidity, and her coun- 
tenance feemed, at times, to be animated 
with pleafure, even at the moment when 
fhe was afcending the fatal pile. 

Her feet appeared from between the fire- 
wood, on the fide where I flood ; and I had 
an opportunity of obferving them, becaufe 
a little breeze, playing upon that fide, cleared 
it of the flame and fmoke ; I paid peculiar 
attention to her, in order to difcover whether 
any convulfive motions agitated her feet, but 
they remained immovable, in the midfl of 
the conflagration. 

The women who were prefent, and who 
all, fooner or later, would have to undergo 
the fame fate, if they furvived their huibands, 
appeared to rejoice at the facrifice, and fliew- 
ed every token of exultation. 

If an European were to touch fuch a de- 
voted woman, even accidentally, fhe would 
not be allowed to be burnt, and would be 
thought entirely defiled and profaned. The 
man who had touched her, would be expofed 
to great danger, if he did not purchafe in- 
demnity, by large foms of money. This 
happened to our diredor Sichterman, who 
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was obliged to pay twenty-five tboufand ru-* 
pees, for an impradence of this kind, which 
he had been guilty of. 

If the women were to refufe accompany- 
ing their hulbands, in this manner, to the 
other world, they would be delpifed and 
abandoned by their friends, as the refule of 
fociety, the dregs of impurity. In fiich 
cafes, they are never allowed to marry 
again ; their hair is fhaved off*, and an 
eternal difgrace attaches both to themfelves 
and to their family. Hence their relations 
employ all pofllble perfuafions, and affidu- 
oully encourage thefe wretched creatures to 
I'ubmit to the univerfal cuftom ; yet I was 
told that this is feldom neceflary, as they 
poffefs fufficient enthufiafm, willingly to de- 
vote themfelves, to this horrible death. 

A little before I arrived in the Ganges^ a 
rich Bengalefe, who was the broker of our 
Company, had died, and left a young and 
haadibme widow, under feventeen years of 
age ; with whom he had but once cohabited, 
in the beginning of his marriage, and inftead 
of living with her, had kept a concubine, 
with whom he refided. 

As foon as he was dead, her friends came 

to 
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to her, and, well knowing the infamous life 
he had led with relpedl to her, endeavoured 
to perfiiade her, in the mofi: forcible manner, 
not to be burnt with her huiband, lince he 
had uled her fo ill in his lifetime, that fhe 
ousfht not to account herfelf his wife, and 
that fhe would therefore not be required to 
comply with the general ufage- 

She, however, anfwered undauntedly, that 
fhe was once united to him, and efteemed 
herfelf united to him for ever, that fhe had 
loved him, and would now accompany him 
even in death. On the fame day, fhe fuffer- 
ed herfelf, with a cheerful countenance, 
after having embraced and kiffed the dead 
body, to be burnt with it to afhes. 

They believe, that if they facrifice them- 
felves in this way, they will enjoy with their 
hufbands, every Ipecies of fenfual gratifica- 
tion, in another life ; and fired by this ex- 
peftation, they expire with pleafure, amidft 
the torments of flame. 

The pile which was eredled for the young 
widow I have juft mentioned, was made of 
fandalwood, and was calculated to be worth 
fevcn thoufand gilders *. 

* About 633/. ftexling. , 7 *. 
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The -burying alive is done in the follow- 
ing manner. A pit is dug in the earth, of 
fix feet tquare, in which the body of the 
deceafed, after having been waihed in the 
Ganges, in the fame manner as when the 
widow is burnt, is laid upon the back. The 
woman, after having been alfo walhed and 
prepared in the fame way, as in the former 
inftance, jumps into the pit, lays herftlf down 
next to the body, and takes it in her arms ; 
upon which the hole is inftantly filled with 
earth, and trampled hard down, lb that Ihe 
is fmothered in a moment. The whole of 
this rite, is equally performed, amidft the 
founding of their mufical inftruments, and 
the fhouts of the affiftants. 

The difeafe which is the moft prevalent 
here, is the dyfentery, which is occafioned 
by the flatulency and infipidnefs of their ar- 
ticles of food. 

They are likewife much afflidled with 
fwelled legs ; and I faw fome who had them 
bloated to the thicknefs of a man’s waift. A 
gangrene is the ufual confequence, and this 
dileafe generally terminates in the death of 
the patient. They have no fiirgeons who 
are capable of oppofing the progrefs of the 
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evil, or of amputating a limb r and many 
unhappy wretches die in pain and mifery, for 
want of Ikilful pradlitioners. 

A fort of ficknefs, or fever, likewife pre- 
vails in Bengal, which is called the jounibaad, 
and which generally fweeps away thofe who 
are attacked by it, in the fpace of three days. 
Thofe who recover, often retain a deafnefs, 
a blindnef$, or a confumption; and fometimes 
a general paralyfis, the dreadful confequences 
of this Icourge. 

This difeale is better cured by the na- 
tive praditioners, than by European phy- 
f cians j for its fymptoms are not dubious, 
and it is a diforder peculiar to the country. 

The fmall-pox is equally a diftemper that 
prevails here ; it began to rage violently be- 
fore I left the Ganges. 

Inoculation is much pradifed by the na- 
tives, but they convert the contagious mat- 
ter into powder, which they give internally, 
mixed with Ibme liquid. A few of them, 
however, inoculate by incifion. The firft 
mode has generally a very fortunate iflue ; 
they prepare the body for the infedion, by 
laxatives, and ablutions. A fever is felt the 
day after inoculation, which is foon followed 
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by the eruption; and in three weeks the cure 
is completed. 

The praftitioners of medicine, among the 
Bengalefe, are all of the brahmin cafte. They 
are held in great eileem, on account of the 
art they profefs ; but their knowledge of it, 
feemed to me, to be very imperfedl. They 
inherit from their ance{l:ors,who have equal- 
ly been phylicians, a number of recipes of 
remedies for all forts of difeafes, which they 
have found, by long experience, to be of 
benefit ; and when they hit upon the true 
nature of the diforder, they feldom fail in 
the cure. But upon any uncommon appear- 
ances, they are confounded, and know not 
what to do ; of which I have known feveral 
jnftances. 

They have not the lead knowledge of 
anatomy, becaufe their religion does not 
permit them to fhed blood, or to open a 
body. 

When they feel the pulfe, they do it 
with a kind of drumming motion with the 
fingers. 

O , ■ ■ , , 

They fay that all diftempers arife from 
one of thefe three caufes, namely, heat, cold, 
or bile. 
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Their medicines are moftly fuch as are 
produced in the country. Amongft others, 
they make ufe of a kind of little artificial 
Hone, that is manufactured at Goa^ and pof- 
feffes a ftrong aromatic fcent. They give 
the fcrapings of this, in a little water, mixed 
with fugar, to their patients. They employ 
fugar with almoft all their medicines ; in- 
fomuch that when a phyfician is lent for, 
he always brings fugar with him. 

The falutation of the Bengalefe, conlifts 
in touching the forehead with the right 
hand, and bending the head forwards. When 
they want to make a very humble falam, or 
obeifance, they firft lay the right hand up- 
on the bread:, then touch the ground with 
it, and afterwards the forehead. 

They are not deficient in expreffions of 
humility, when they addrefs any one, from 
whom they Hand in need of any favour. 
The lead: that they fay, is, “ I am your mod: 
“ devoted flave but, in the fame way as 
takes place in our more civilized Europe, 
they are mere founds, words of courfe, figni- 
fying nothing. 

They will, on no account, drink out of 
the fame velTel with an European, or Ma- 
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hon^fdan •, nay, not with any one of a dif- 
ferent cafte. When they drink, they do 
not fet the veflel to the mouth, but hold 
it at a little diftance above it, and let the 
liquor run into the mouth, without doling 
the lips, or drawing breath ; and yet with- 
out Ipilling a drop. 

Their houlhdd conveniences are very 
few ; they never make ufe of either chairs, 
or benches. 

The Moors, or Moguls, form the remain- 
der of the inhabitants of Bengal. They were 
originally natives of Tartary. They are, in 
general, browner than the Gentoos, although 
forae of them are tolerably fair, or rather 
yellowifh ; but thefe are born farther to the 
north. Mofl of thofe who live about Agra^ 
and Dehly, are, as I was informed by the be- 
forementioned French miffionary, fair, in 
comparifon with the inhabitants of the more 
fouthern provinces. 

They are more courageous than the Ben- 
galefe. Their make middling good 

foldiers, when they are trained and com- 
manded by European officers j at leaf:, ac- 
cording to the teftimony of the Englifh,who 
employ them much. 
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Their religion is that of Mahomet. They, 
in confequence, hold in abhorrence the ido- 
latry of the Gentoos. Yet their morals are, 
on the other hand, much worfe ; and indeed 
infamoufly bad. The fin of Sodom is not 
only in univerfal pradice among them, but 
extends to a beftial communication with 
brutes, and in particular with flieep. Women 
even abandon themlelves to the commiflion 
of unnatural crimes. One of my friends, 
who had refided for a long time at Patna, 
informed me, that, during his abode at that 
place, a Moorilh woman had endeavoured, 
like another Pafiphae, to fatisfy her luft, in 
the embraces of a ftallion 5 but the dreadful 
confequence of her boundlefs lubricity were, 
that fhe was fo feverely hurt in her attempts 
to procure the enjoyment fire fought, that 
fhe died in the greateft agonies, a few hours 
afterwards. I do not believe that there is any 
country upon the face* of the globe, where 
lafcivious intemperance, and every kind of 
unbridled lewdnefs, is fo much indulged 
in, as in the lower provinces of the empire of 
Indojian. The contamination of vice is not 
fblely confined to the two nations, who are 
natives of the country, but extends likewifc 
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to the Europeans, who fettle, or trade here, 
■rhe climate influences perhaps more upon 
the conftitution here, than in other coun- 
tries. 

The drefs of both rich and poor, among 
the Moguls, is nearly alike, and differs only 
in coftlinefs. It confifts of a long coat, 
which is called kabay, as has been before de- 
fcribed. They tie a girdle round the mid- 
dle, and in it, on the left fide, they wear a 
weapon, which they call by a name that 
may be tranflated belly-piercer ; it is about 
fourteen inches long ; broad near the hilt, 
and tapering away to a fharp point ; it is 
made of fine fteel 5 the handle has, on each 
fide of it, a catch, which, when the weapon 
is griped by the hand, fhuts round the wrift, 
and fecures it from being dropped. They 
fcldom or never go out, without having it in 
their girdle, in the fame manner, as the Ja- 
Fanefe wear their kriffes. 


CHAP- 
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^rjsrnnmt in Bengal. — Coins. — Weights. — Mea- 
fures.—Divifms ofitime. — Chronometers. — Coun- 
try-boa.ts. — Land-carriage. — Animals. — Ele- 
phants. — Tigers.— TVild Buffaloes. — Jackals . — 
Snakes. — InJeSfs. — Birds of Trey. — Fijh. — Croco- 
diles. — Languages. — Articles of Commerce.— Silk. 

• — Management of the Silkworms. — Cotton Manu- 
faSures. — Opimi. — Mode of its Cultivation and 
ColleStion. — Annual ^antity colleSied. — Saltpetre. 
—Gumlack. — Articles of Importation, 

Bengal is under the adminiftration of 
a governor, ftyled Nabobs, or properly iVh- 
wab, who was formerly appointed by the 
emperor of Indojian., or the Great Mogul 
(but now this is done by the Englifh), as his 
lieutenant. Thefe viceroys were generally 
taken, in an hereditary fucceffion, or in de^- 
fault of a male heir, from the near eft rela- 
tives j and though they were only the dele- 
gates of the emperor, as lord paramount, 
they ruled, in fadl, as ibvercign princes. 
They were, however, obliged to furnilh 
men and arms to the emperor, when at war, 
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and to pay a certain proportion of the an-. 
nual revenues which they drew from this 
wealthy country, to the Imperial treafary 
the reft being left to themfeives. The 
Englifh, at prefent, colle<5l the revenues, 
and make the diftribution, giving, both to 
the emperor, and to the nabob, no more 
than they choofe to Ipare, and leaving to 
the latter only the outward femblance of 
authority. 

Every diftridl has its own governor,under 
the denomination of fmfdar, who muft ren- 
der account of his adminiftration to the na- 
bob. 

Theft again appoint in every town or 
village a zemindar^ w'ho rules over the 
place, and part of the circumjacent country, 
and fettles all differences which arift be- 
tween the inhabitants. 

* We have bo particular account of the amounts paid 
into the Imperial treafury, from the province of 
cept one, of the year 1707, when the empire was in its moil: 
flouriihmg flate, under the famous Aurengzebe, The 
revenue from the fubah of Bengal was then 524,636,240 
dams, making at forty dams, and 6 d. per rupee, 1,639,488/. 

5JP. flerling. The whole of the revenues from ail the pro- 
vinces, then amounted to 12,07 1,8 76,840 dams, or 
ax, 6 d, ileriing. T. 


The 



[ 4^9 1 

The only current coins in Bengal^ and in 
the whole extent of Jndojian^ are gold and 
fidver rupees. All foreign gold and lilvcr, 
whether , coined, or in bullion, is carried to 
the mint, and transformed .into rupees, which 
are ftamped with Perfian letters inftead of 
any portrait, or arms, 

They decreafe every year in value, and 
at the end of nine years, the Jicca rupees 
are taken at the fame rate as Arcot rupees. 

When the rupees firft epme from the 
mint, they are called Jicca rupees of the firft 
year. Thofc which are coined at Moorjhe- 
dabad are the current coin in which the 
trade of the Company is carried on, and 
by which all the other rupees in cir-? 
culatioii here, are reduced, It is divided 
ipto fixteen ama ^ ; its intrinfic value in 
Dutch money, is one gilder, four ftivers 
and a half, and it is taken in the Com- 
pany’s books at twenty-five ftivers ; but 
in Indian currency, at thirty-one ftivers 
and a half, for which it is current at 
Hougly It is the money of account, ac- 
cording 

* In Sir Isaac NEyjrTON’s table of the aflays, weights, 
and values of foreign filyer and gold coins, made at the Mint, 

by 


c 461 ] 


cording to which the value of the other ru- 
pees are calculated, at a difcount, or agio* 
which is called batfa^ of from fix to twelve 
per cent, which undergoes continual fluctu- 
ations, by the management of the money- 
changers. The Arcot rupees, which are 
coined by the Engliih at Arcot, and by the 
French zX. 'Pondicherry, go for thirty flivers 
yet the lafi: are reckoned from one to three 
per cent better than the former. 

The gold rupee, which is called mohiir, is 
worth fifteen filver Jicca rupees. 

Halves, fourths, eighths, and fixteenths of 
rupees, are likewife coined ; the laft, as above 
faid, are called annas. 

Copper coin is not feen in Bengal. For 
change they make ufe of the fmall leafhells, 
called cowries,, eighty of which make a 

by order of the privy-council, before the year 1717, the af- 
fay of the rupee is ftated at 165 dwts. better than ftandard ■, 
its weight, at 7 d^tuts. is-gr.; its flandard weight, at 8 d'tvfs. 
s, gr. 45 3 pts , ; and its intrinfic value at 34 d. or. The 
Englilh generally compute it to be currently worth as. 6 d. 
fterling. T. 

* According to Ricaun, the Arcot are fix per cent lefs in 
value than Jicca rupees. Befides thefe, the Bombay, and Ma- 
iras rupees, are current in Bengal, and are three per cent be- 
low the ftandard, or Jicca rupee. T. 

font. 



[ 4^2 ] 

pom ; and lixty, or fixty-five pom's, accord- 
ing as there are few or many cowries in 
the country, make a rupee They come 
from the Maldtve iflands. The money- 
changers fit upon ail the bazars with quan- 
tities of them, to furnifli the lower orders 
with change, for the purchafe of neceffa- 
ries. One hundred thoufand rupees make 
what is called a lack, and one hundred 
lacks, or ten millions of rupees, a crore. 

Weights in Bengal, are calculated by 
maunds, of which there are three forts ; all 
however, divided by forty feer, or eight 
paans feer. At Hougly, or Cbinfurah, the 
maund kalfah, or Company’s maund, weighs 
fixty-eight pounds Amfterdam ; the maund 
bazar, feventy-fix ; and the maund pakka, 
feventy-feven. 

Two peculiar maunds are ufed at CoJJmha- 
zar } namely, the maund ffitthur, for the 
lilk-trade,which weighs feventy-two pounds, 
and the mats maund, which contains the 

* Tibere is a great vanation in the value of cowries ia 
Mmgal j Ricaud fays^ 2,560 make a rupee ; Bolts, 4,000 to 
4,Sooj and our author, 4,800, to 5,200. The cheapnefs of 
provifions in Bengal, makes it convenient to have fo very 
low a medium, for dealings among the poor. jT. 
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weight of three thoufand two hundred licca 
rupees. 

A feer kalfah is ir JL ; a Jeer bazar, i-^ ; 
and a feer fakha l U. 

Weights made of ftones are ufed for 
weighing by feers, which is the general me- 
dium of Jfale of almoft every thing, even 
vegetables and milk not excepted. 

The meafures of length, are cobidos, and 
gefs, or gofs. At Chmfurah, a cobido is one 
foot five inches Rhineland meafure ■^. The 
general length of the cobido, is taken to be 
from the elbow of a full grown man, to 
the tip of the middle finger, in the fame 
manner as the cubit of the ancients. A 
gejs, or gofs, is two cobidos, being, at Chin^ 
furah, two feet and ten inches Rhineland 
meafure. ‘The cobido, is the univerfal mea- 
fiire of length, all over the weR of India. 

Diftances between places, are meafiired 
\yj cofs\ five cofs, zxo equal to about two 
Dutch miles i*. 

* The aiido in Bengal is, as near as poffible || of an 
Englifli yard; the exaft proportion is, that 7,373 cobidos 
make 3,773 yards. T. 

f The cojs in Bengal \% generally taken, by the Englifh, to 
be about two miles; in the upper parts of Indoftan it is only 
about one and a half. T. 
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The day and night, are here divided into 
four quarters, each of fix hours, and thefe 
again into fifteen parts, of twenty-four mi- 
nutes each. For a chronometer, they ufe a 
kind of difh of thin brafs, at the bottom of 
■which there is a-little hole : this is put into 
a veflTel or large pot with water } and it 
runs full in a certain time. They begin 
their firlb quarter at fix o’clock in the morn-. 
ing. They ftrike the quarters and fub- 
divifions of time, with a wooden hammer, 
upon a flat piece of iron, or fteel, of about 
ten inches in diameter, which is called a 
garnial, and gives a pretty fmart found, 
which can be heard at fome diftance. The 
quarters are firft ftruck, and then as many 
times as the brafs difh has run full, in that 
quarter. None but the chief mfen of a dif- 
tridl are allowed to have a garnial^ and dill 
they may not ftrike the firft divifion of the 
firft quarter, which is a privilege refervei 
to the nabob alone. Thole who attend at 
thefe clocks, muft be of the brahmin cafte. 

The veliels which are ufed for inland 
navigation, on the Ganges, are very lightly 
built of thin deals, without either keel or 
fide- timbers. The edges of the planks are 
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faftened' together with ftaples, and the leams 
are flopped up with mols, and payed with 
greafe. The Jargeft width of them is about 
one-third of their whole length from the 
flerny where they run up with a bend ; they 
are very tharp forwards^ and are not very 
high above the water. Although they are 
of different fizes, they are all of the lame 
lhape and conftrudion ; and fome of them 
can load fifty thoufand pounds weight of 
merchandize, and more 

The boats ufed by the Europeans, as well 
as by the natives of confideration, for tra- 
velling, are called budgerows. On the out- 
fide they have the fame conftruflion with 
the former, but within, they are calculated 
for convenience. The Ipace from the mid- 

* Thefe boats are called burs in Bengali they are mde 
barks, and have a fingle mail, with a large fquare fail ; they 
take in a great quantity of water from the fides and bottoms, 
which compels the crew to employ fome people contioualiy 
in baling. They arc ufed for the carriage of cotton, and 
other bulky materials, the weights of which cannot bear 
any proportion to their fize. In common with all the other 
boats of the country, their bottoms are nearly fiat ; indeed it 
would be impraiSicable, on the Ganges^ to employ refiels 
calculated to draw any confiderabie quantity of water, as 
the navigation is rendered extremely dangerous, from the 
fands being continually fhifting* T, 
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< 31 e to the item, is occupied by one or two 
apartments, having windows on the fidcs ; 
thefe rooms are from fix to feven feet in 
height, and are as commodious as if they 
were in a houfe. The fternmoft of them, 
is the bedroom. The budgerows are of va- 
rious fizes, from twenty-five to fixty feet 
in length, and longer. They are rowed, 
as the former are, by from fix to twenty 
men. The oars are long poles, to the end 
of which a little oval board is nailed, in 
lieu of a leaf; they do not ftrike the water 
crofs ways, but obliquely backwards. Some- 
whatmore forwards ftands a maft, upon which 
a fquare fail is hoifted, when they go be- 
fore the wind ; when they have a fide- 
wind, they drive down athwart the ftream, 
not having a keel, or timber enough un- 
der water, being flatbottomed, and drawing 
fcarcely a foot, or a foot and a half *. 

Thev 

•I 

*'The Budgerows are fleered by a Urge paddle, or oar, 
extending ten feet from the ftern 5 and befides the rnafl men- 
tioned in the text, they have iikewife a toprnaf!, with a fquare 
lopfaii, for fine weather. The Englifh gentlemen in Bengal^ 
have made great improvements in the Budgerows, by intro- 
ducing a broad fiat floor, fquare flerns, and broad bows* 
They ‘hereby are rendered much fafer, fail near, and keep 

their 
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They have another kind of boats, which 
they call pulwahs. Thefe are very long, 
low, and narrow ; they are not calculated 
for the conveyance of goods : they are feu 11- 
ed inftead of being rowed, and they are 
very expeditious for paffing from one place 
to another 

At 

their wind ; and there is no danger attending their taking 
the ground ; they are behdes calculated to carry more fail. T, 

* A gentleman in his budgeromj^ is ufually attended by a 
fuhmhy for the accommodation of the kitchen^ and a fmaller 
boat, which is called a paunchway^ and is defiined to convey 
him either on fliore, or on board, as it frequently happens 
that the budgerow cannot come clofe to the place where he 
w lilies to land, or to embark. Thefe boats move more ex- 
peditioully than tht hidgerows \ hut the paunc/jways nearly 
of the fame general coaflrii(5lion, with this difference, that the 
greatefi: breadth is fomewhat farther aft, and the fiern lower. 
Another boat of this country, which is very curioufly con- 
fi:ru6:cd, is called z moorfuM/.^ : thefe are very long and nar- 
row, fometimes extending to upwards of an hundred feet in 
length, and not more than eight feet in breadth ; they are 
always paddled, fometimes by forty men, and are fleered by 
a large paddle from the flern, which rifes either in the fliapc 
of a peacock, a fnake, or feme other animal ; the paddlers are 
direded by a man who Hands up, and fometimes makes ufe 
of a branch of a plant, to regulate their motions, ufing much 
gefticulation, and telling his Hory, to excite either laughter, 
or exertion. In one part of the ftern is a canopy fupported 
by pillars, in whkb are fealed the owner and bis friends, who 
partake of the lefreHiing breezes of the evening: thefe boats 

art 
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jAt land, the general conveyance of paf- 
fengers is by palankeens^ which are a fort 
of litters. For carrying goods, carts of a 
very fimple conftrudtion are made ufo of ; 
they are drawn by oxen, or bliffaloes 
But the tranfporting of goods is moftly ef- 
fected by water, through the numerous chan- 
nels and creeks, with which the country is 
interfered. 

Among the land-animals which are found 
here, the elephant holds the firft rank, on 
account of its lize. I law four of thefe un- 
wieldly creatures at Hougly^ who were full 
twelve feet in height. Each of them had 
a conductor, who fat upon the neck, and 
was able, with a Ihort iron hook which he 
held in his hand, together with his voice, to 
govern the huge animal at pleafure. 

Tigers are very numerous in the woods, 
and they often lally out into the inhabited 
places. I faw fome of them, which were 
kept, in wooden cages, by the Englilh at 

are very expenfive, owing to the beautiful decorations of 
painted and gilt ornaments, which are highly varnifhed, and 
exhibit a cooiiderable degree of tafle. J1 

* Thefe carts are called hackeries \ they run upon two 
wheels^ and have a covering. T. 


Calcutta^. 
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Calcutta^ of the fize of a large calf. The 
great men of the land take much pleallire 
in making them fight with other animals, 
elephants and buffaloes. 

There are likewife a vaft number of wild 
buffaloes in the woods ; they are much 
larger and fiercer than bulls ; they have 
horns of full five feet in length, and it is 
very dangerous to meet wdth them, if not 
provided with firearms. Even then, if one 
has the misfortune not to kill them outright, 
the danger is ftill greater, unlefs a neigh- 
bouring tree, into which the man muft in- 
ftantly climb, offer its friendly proteftion. 
The crew of my £hip killed feveral of them 
at Ingelke ; their flefh is tolerably good eat- 
ing, and the females, when they are tamed, 
are milked like cows ; yet their milk is not 
efteemed' wholefome, being fuppofed to be 
heating and acrimonious. 

Jackals are a fort of wild dogs, fome- 
what larger than a common Ipaniel ; they 
have a thick head, and a fharp nofe ; their 
fur is brown, and the hair long ; they have 
a thick and rough tail, which hangs down ; 
they do not run faft, unlefs when hunted. 
The woods fwarm with them j they come 

■ down 
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down to the tides of the river, towards the 
evening, and feed upon the carrion, and the 
dead bodies which are neither burnt nor 
buried, and which, if they were to remain 
there, would fill the air with putrid effluvjs, 
and be the occafion of peftilential diforders. 
The Indian name for thefe animals is 
chakal. Their cry is like that of a human 
being. 

Snakes, of all kinds, abound in the fields, 
and in the old buildings. It is therefore 
very dangerous, in damp weather, to walk 
in the grafs, where their infidious folds 
lie concealed from the eye of the vin- 
W'ary pafTenger. If they are unfortunately 
trod upon, they are fure to bite the offender ; 
but if one of the ferpent-charmers be im- 
mediately at hand, by fuffering- a little pain, 
a cui'e is foon effeded ; without their affift- 
ance, death is often the confequence. 

Scorpions, centipedes, and a great many- 
other infeds, are likewife pretty abundanf. 
The moft troublefome of all, are the flies, 
gnats, and bug^, which torment the inhabi- 
tants, both day and night. 

Great numbers of birds of prey are alto 
feen here. Among them, a kind of eagle 

■ • ^ iS: 
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is the moft remarkable for fize. They 
feed upon nothing but dead carcafes. There 
are likewife aftonifhing numbers of birds of 
prey, which are about the fize of a kite, 
and fo bold, that, in flying, they will pounce 
down, and fnatch a piece of meat, or bread, 
out of the hands of a man : 1 faw them 
frequently do this to the children of the 
houfe where I lived. As well as the 
jackals, they are of great benefit in this 
country, by devouring the carrion. 

There are but very few dilFerent forts of 
fifh in the rivers : one- called the baldhead is 
thought to be the beft tafted. 

There are likewife crocodiles, or alliga- 
tors, but which are not, in general, very 
large. 

The Bengalefe and Moors have each a 
diftin^ language and writing. That of 
the lattter has much analogy with the 
Perfian, and is the language of the court. 

The chief articles of commerce which 
the country yields, are filk, muflins, calli- 
coes, cottons, and other piecegoods ; opium, 
faltpetre, and gumlack. Others, fuch as 
wheat, rice, butter, &e. can only be reckoned 
cafual branches of trade. 

Silk 
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^ilk is chiefly prepared in the neighbour- 
hood of Cojfimbazar, The manner of eol- 
ledting is as follows : at. the time of the 
year when it is thought the fitteft for the 
filkworm to begin its labours, the eggs 
which were preferved from the lall feafon, 
upon a piece of white cotton, are expofed 
to' the rays of the fun. As foon as the 
worms are hatched, they are put upon an^ 
other white piece of cotton, with a mat 
under it, and laid under cover ; they are 
then furniflied every day with frefli leaves 
of a fort of mulberry-tree, called here toot^ 
the fruit of which is not fit to be eaten. 
They do not fufFer the plants of this tree to 
flioot up more than three or four feet, 
whereby they prevent the leaves from grow- 
ing hard, of which the corifequence would 
be, that the filk would be coarfer, and of an 
inferior quality. 

In the mean time, a round mat is pre- 
pared, which has a flip, or border, of about 
two inches deep, flanding upright upon it, 
encircling firfl; its outer edge, and then run- 
ning in a Ipiral diredlion, to the center, leav- 
ing an intermediate Ipace of about an inch 
and a half. 


As 


[ 473 ] 


As fbon as they perceive that a worm is 
about to ip in, they take it away from the 
others, and put it upon this mat, between the 
borders, where it ipins its ball, or cocoon, 
which is afterwards reeled off in warm 
water. 

The nymph® which come from the co- 
coons that are reeled off, are not thought fit 
for preferving the eggs of them ; but thofe 
which they keep for that purpofe, are fuf- 
fered, when they become moths, to cat their 
way through the balls ; and of thefe per- 
forated cocoons they make an inferior kind 
of filk, called floret. 

The materials from which their piece- 
goods are wove, is the caJ>o^, or cotton. It 
grows upon a fhrub, or tree, which is cul- 
tivated in very great abundance, in this 
country, though yet not in fufficient quan- 
tities for all the piecegoods which are an- 
nually manufactured here ; for much of it 
is brought hither from Suraf, Some kinds 
of piecegoods, likewife, require two different 
forts of 

The is ftretched with a wire, upon 

an arched piece of wood, like a bow, clean- 
ed from all its impurities, fputt by the wo- 
men 
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men into yarn, and finally woven into piece- 
goods of various denominations by the men. 

The weaving manufadories are difperfed 
throughout the country, and are call au- 
rungs. A difiind kind is wove in every 
dillrid. 

Printed cottons, commonly called chintzes, 
arc not manufadured here, but on the coaft 
of Coromandel ; except near Patna, in the 
province of Babar, whence Ibme of them 
come, which arc called, from the name of 
the place, Patna chintzes. 

The fineft muflins and cottons arc made 
about Dacca, where likewife the fineft capok 
is produced. 

Opium is a very important produdion, 
both for the inland trade, and that which 
is carried on by fea, to the coaft of Coroman- 
del, and Batavia. It is not, in fad, pro- 
duced in Bengal, but in Babar, which botr 
ders upon the farmer ; but all that is ex- 
ported, comes down the Ganges, through 
Bengal. More than one hundred thoufand 
Ijounds weight of thisdrugisannually (hipped 
by ourCompany's veiTeis, and is confumeJat 
Java, the Moluccas, and other places in the 
eaftcrn part of Jtfia. The natives of all 

thofc 
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thole countries are very fond of it, fmoklng 
it together with their tobacco, or chewing it 
unmixed. 

The mode in which it is colledied is as 
follows : the feed is Ibwn in the month of 
Odlober, in a foil which has been Ipecially 
prepared for the purpofe, not without much 
trouble. 

A fortnight or three weeks afterwards, 
fome of the feeds are dug up, in order to fee 
whether they have already germinated and 
ftruck root ; if this be the cafe, they begin 
to water the fields, which are all cut through 
with furrows, conveying the moillure to 
every part. 

When the bulbous root of the plant be- 
gins to arrive at maturity, which only happens 
after the petals of the flowers have fallen, the 
planter daily examines one of the pooreft 
roots, to lee w'hether they are rij^e enough 
for colledling th,e fap; for this purpole he 
makesufe of a little ftiarp knife, with which, 
in the morning, he makes an incilion in the 
bulb, and if he find, in the evening, that a 
gummy Tap, the opium, have exfuded from 
it, it is a fign that the roots are luflBciently 
ripe. Hereupon, men, -women, and chil- 
dren. 
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4ren, for an incredible number of people 
are employed in this work, reibrt to the 
opium-fields, in order to open the bulbs. 
They take them in the hollow of the hand, 
holding them faft by the ftalk between the 
fingers, and make the incifion, yet with 
great precaution, that the inner membrane 
be not wounded, for then the root dies in- 
fiantly. After having thus cut open the roots 
in the evening, they all return, early the 
next morning, to the field, each with a little 
pot, and gently fcrape off, with a little Ihell, 
the congealed fap, which has extilled front 
the bulb, into the pot, giving another cut in 
the root, the produce of which they again 
collcft in the evening. 

If the roots be fine and large, the incifion 
can be repeated three or four times. 

The lap, which is collefted both morning 
and evening, is delivered to the proprietor 
of the field, upon the return of the la- 
bourers i and it is then put all together into 
large tuba, where it purifies itfelf by fermen- 
tation. 

The coUeftion of the opium takes place 
ja the months of January and February. 

A piece 
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A piece of land of ten rood Iquare ♦, is 
generally eftimated to yield five or fix pounds 
weight of opium, and affords a great profit to 
the planter. 

When the fap has done fermenting, and 
has attained a proper degree of conliftence, 
it is made into cakes. The leaves of trees, 
which have fallen, are then colleded from 
the ground, and after being wetted, one by 
one, are ftuck together, about the fize of a 
common plate : the gummy fubftance is next 
taken up by the hands, laid upon the leaves, 
three or four inches thick, and covered over 
with the fame leaves. 

It is then carried to the fadlory, where it 
is narrowly examined, alTorted, and packed 
in fquare boxes, which are lined with lea- 
ther ; thefe are then embaled in goenje f, 
weighed, the grofs weight marked upon 
them, and fent down from Patna to Mougly, 
or Chinfurah. They are weighed here 
again, without unpacking themj and if 
they are found to weigh two or three 

* A rood is the fourth part of an acre. S'. 

t A kind of coarfe and ftrong doth, or canvafi, like car- 
peting, ufed for einbaUng of goods. T , 

pounds 
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pounds lefs than at Pafna, they are ap- 
proved of j for opium always dries upj and 
becomes lighter; but if they are heavier, 
it is a fign that they have received damage 
from water, during the palTage down, and 
they are then unpacked, and alforted anew, 
before they are fliipped to Batavia. 

A gentleman who had refided many years 
at Patna, and from whom I obtained the 
above particulars, told me, that the quan- 
tity of this drug colledled annually in Ba- 
amounted to fixteen thoufand maunds, 
which make upwards of one million of 
pounds ; the largeft part of which is em- 
ployed in the inland trade, and is conveyed 
by land-carriage from Indojlan, to almoft 
every part of AJia. 

Saltpetre is likewiie a principal article, 
which is annually exported from Bengal, 
and is equally produced in the province of 
Bahar. It is a natural fait, thrown up out 
of the ground, and, being mixed with earth, 
it is taken in this ftate, put into large 
troughs, water poured upon it, and ftirred 
about, till the nitrous particles are diffoived : 
the water, thus impregnated, is drawn off, 

and 
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and being boiled in large pans, the moifture 
evaporates, and leaves the faltpetre behind j 
■which is then, without farther preparation, 
put into bags to be {hipped off. 

In the year 1770, full two millions and 
a half pounds weight, of this article, was 
exported by the fix (hips of our Company, 
which failed from Bengal^ in that year, 
three bound to Batavia^ and three to Hc/- 
land. 

Gumlack is produced from a fort of 
fmali infedls, which are not unlike flying ants. 
Much of it is colledred in the moft eafterii 
parts of Bengal^ and in the kingdom of Pegu. 
The inhabitants flick little twigs in the 
earth, upon which thefe infedts alight in 
large quantities, arid leave a vifcid juice be- 
hind them, with which the whole twig is 
covered. When this is hardened by the 
fun, it becomes a refinous gum, and 
when difiblved in water, affords a fine, 
bright, red colour ; it is ufed for dying of 
cottons, efpecially on the coaftof Coromandel. 
When it is melted over the fire, and fepa- 
rated from the remains of the twigs, Ihellack 
is made of it, in fiat thin pieces, which are 

efleemed 
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(Sleeuied gbod, when they raft down by 

drops, if fet on fire. 

The articles which are difpofed of to ad- 
vantage in S€tt^(ily are all kinds of fpices, 
pepper, japan copper, fandalwood, and fa- 
paiiwood ; lifcewife tin, lead, pewter, and 
other European commodities. 
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CHAPTER V. 


European Nations in Bengal. — The Englijh , — 
Events which gave Rife to ' their Power here . — 
Battle of Plaffey. — Anecdote of Lord Clive, — 
'Their Revenues. — Government. — Fortunes made 
hy Individuals. — Ofpreffion of the Natives. — De- 
feripdon of Calcutta. — Fort William. — 
Their other Fortifications and great Strength . — 
Mifunderftanding between the Englijh and Dutch* 
— MifconduSl of a Dutch DireSicr. — The Dutch 
Fadtory. — Their Government. — Diredlor . — Chif of 
Coss I M B a z A R . — Head-Adminijlrator. — Superin- 
tendent in the Cloth-room. — Chief of the Military. 
— Firji Warehovfekeeper. — Eijeal, or Sheriff . — 
Comptroller of Equipment. — Difpenfer^ Pur- 
veyor, — Secretary. — Council of JuJlict, 


T? 

X; OUR European nations haye eilabliflied 
themfelves here, for the purpofes of com- 
merce ; namely, the EngUfti, the Dutch, 
the French, and the Danes. The Eaft-In- 
dia Company of OJienff had formerly a fac- 
tory here, about tyvo Dutch miles below 
our’s, on the eaftprn bank of the Ganges^ 
at a place called Banh'hazar, but which, 

after 
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after a long fiege, having been taken by the 
Moors, in 1738, or 1739*, the Oftend Com- 
pany were obliged to abandon the trade of 
Bengal. 

Of the four abovementioned European 
nations, the Englifh are, at prefent, the 
principal; being, fiace their victories over 
the armies of the nabob, and the great 
Mogul, in a great meafu re, territorial fove- 
reigns of the country : and they make ufe of 
their power, in this refpedt, to circumfcribe, 
at pleafure, the trade of other nations. 

Although they eftablilhed a commercial 
intercourfe with this country, at an early 
period, they made but an infignificant figure, 
in comparifon with us, before the years 
1755 and 1756, when their trade, after 
havtng been brought to the brink of deftruc- 
tion, roie, like a phnenix, out of itsafhes; 
and their Company have fince arrived at a 
pitch of power and profperity in the weftern 
pans of India, equal to that of our’s in the 
eaftern. This great change proceeded from 
a very trifling circumftance, and one that 
feemed, on the contrary, to threaten their 
entire ruin. 

* This happened in the year 1748. 77 

In. 
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In the year 17.56, the nabob of Cojjim-- 
Bazar t or viceroy of Bengal^ defiring to have 
ibme European goods, fent one of his 
officers, for that purpofe, to the chief fettle- 
mcnt of the Engliffi at Calcutta. The go- 
vernor at that time, who was a man of a 
brutal and infolent difpofition, inftead of 
complying with the defire of the nabob, 
having fome real, or imaginary, motives 
for diffatisfadlion, had the envoy feized, 
tied to a jftake, and flogged, fending him 
back to his mafter, without the things he 
came for 

This, 


* The tranfaftion upon which this niifreprefeatation is 
founded, happened in the following manner: — Surajah 
Dowlah, the new nabob of Bengal^ one or two days after 
Ms accefiion, in the beginning of April, 1756, wrote a letter 
to the prefident of Calcutta^ ordering him to deliver up a man 
who had taken refuge with the Englidi from the known ty- 
rannical difpofition of the nabob, with his treafures. Tiie 
bearer of this letter, came in a fmall boat, and landed in the 
difguife of a common pedlar. He immediately proceeded to 
the honfe of Omtchuno, a native merchant, who was flrong- 
iy fufpeded of intriguing with the nabob, againfl the Engihh. 
Omichunp, as the governor, Mr. Drake, was abfent, in- 
troduced him to Mr. Holwei.!., a member of the council 
who fupefintended the police of the town. The governor re- 
turning the next day, fummoned a council, of which the 


^joritjr being prepoffeffed againft Omichunpj concluded 

that 
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This, as may eafily be conceived, ib ranch 
incenfed the nabob, that he immediately 

thafc tbe mefifenger was an engine prepared by Mmfclf to alarm 
tbeon# and rcftore Ms own impartance ; the council refolwed 
that both the mcffengcr and Ms letter were too fofpkions to be 
received ; and the fervants who were ordered to bid him de- 
part, tiinied hipi out of the faftory, and off the fborc, with in* 
foicnee and derifioD. It was not this circumftance alone 
fhat induced Soiajah Down ah to attack Caknm^ but other 
caufes of more importance ; the determined dlfpofitlon of the 
tyrant from the beginning to moicil the Englifh ; the macM- 
iiaiions of the French' at his court; and offenfibly, a letter 
written by Mr. Deaee, in anfwer to one from the nabobs 
ignifying ibat he liad been informed the Engliffi were buildup 
ing a wall| and digging a large dlch round Cakutt^^ and 
ordering him immediately to defift, and to defiroy all the 
works which might have been added to the fortifications ; in 
Ms reply, the governor, perhaps imprudently, wrote, that 
** the nabob had been mifinformed by thofe w ho had repre- 
fentedto him that Uie Englilh were building a wall, and 
** digging a ditch round the town 5 that in the late war between 
England and France, the French had attacked and taken 
^ the town of Mtdras^ contrary to the neutrality which it 
wsis cxpeifred would have been preferved in the Mogul's 
** doildnionsi and that there being at prefent great appearance 
of another war between the two nations, the Englilb appre* 
bended that the French would ad in the fame manner m 
^ Bmgds to prevent which, they were repairing their hoe of 
4 * guns 00 the bank of the river.” It was upon receipt of 
this kttcr, m the 1 7th of May, at RajmMi that t|!e nabob in- 
fondy «daed Ms army to imrch back to Q^mimar^ where 
die Englilb fedoryffurrendered to him m the 4th of June ; and 
the iwlh frdkwmg, f; 


marche^ 
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marched with a body of troops, againfi Cat- 
mtta, took and plundered the place, and put 
to death feveral of the Englifli, who had 
not been able to efcape to their fhips. From 
this beginning, proceeded the war, which 
the Englilh afterwards waged with fo much 
fuccels, that they penetrated even as far as 
Dehlyy the capital city of the great Mogul, 
made themfelves mailers of his perfon, and 
rendered a great part of this powerful em- 
pire, tributary to them ; more efpecially the 
kingdoms of Bengal and Bahar, where they 
are now abfolute Ibvereigns 

The moft important vidlory which they 
obtained, was that of P la ffey, which decided 
the fate of thefe regions, and in which battle 
they were forced to combat an army of fif- 
ty thoufand men, commanded by the vizier 
of the Mogul empire, Sur ajah Down ah, 
with icarcely five hundred Europeans, and 
a fmall number of Jipahis, As there remain- 
ed no alternative for this little body of men, 

^ Perhaps the only apology to be offered for the conqoefk 
of thhf Englifli ia is that of Marmoktejl for the 

Spaniards in four nnmrer i la cmquiu il eutjallu me 

Jugeffh que hi ftufks n^m jamah mes^ Csf que Us ms qM rare* 
mmu T* 

than 
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than to conquer or die, they fought with ths 
intrepidity of defpair, and obtained a com- 
plete viQory *. 

General Clive, who ihould have been 
the leader of the Eiiglith troops in this bat- 
tle, left the command to Colonel Coote, 
and remained hid in his palankeen, during 
the combat, out of the reach of the fliot, 
and did not make his appearance before the 
enemy were put to flight. Several Engliih 
officers, who were prefent at the battle, re- 
lated this anecdote to me f. 

Of 

* The battle of PIqpj was foiiglit on the of 
; tlie army of the nabob conhfiec^ of about 50,000 footf 
28,000 horfe^ and 53 pieces of cannon# The numbers of the 
little body oppofeti to this multitude, were 900 Europeans, of 
whom 100 were artillery -men, and 5ofailO'rs, andisioofepoySy 
With eight ficldpieces, and two howitzen* T* 

f This improbable tale, which has been told m various 
ways, owes its origin to the following circuuiEance, which o€« 
currol during the cannonade preceding the rout, anS is related 
by Mr* Oem, in giving a circiimllaotial account of this battle, 
in his MUiotry TrmfaBims in voL ii, page 

275, in thefe words :—*■** About two o’clock, the enemy ceafed.. 

the CEononade, and were perceived yoking the trains of 
<< oxen to their artilkry, and as foon as thefe were in motiont 
thek whole army turned, and proceeded towards their camp. 
But Sinfray’* (the commander of about 40 Frenchmen), 

** with Ms party and fieldpieces^ ftiil maintained his poft at th.e ' 

^ tank 5 
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Of the immenfe annual revenue, which 
they draw from thefe wealthy provinces, 
they pay twenty-five lacks of rupees to the 
Mogul and nabob, and retain the remainder, 
which amounts to more than as much again, 
for themfelves A great part hereof, how- 
ever, 

** tank ; this was a good flation to cannonade the enemy 
from, during their retreat ; and Major Kilpatrick advanced 
with two companies of the battallion, and two field pieces, 
** towards the tank, and fent information of his intention, and 
the reafon of it, to his commander, who chanced at this 
time to be lying down in the hunting-houfe*^ (a feat of the 
nabob, clofe to the field of battle). Some fay he was 
afleep ; w’hich is not improbable, confidering his exertions 
during the preceding day and night; but this is no imputa- 
tion either againfi: his courage 0/ conduct. Starting up, he 
ran immediately to the detachment, reprimanded Kilpatrick 
** fharply for airing without his orders ; and then proceeded 
himfeif with the detachment to the tank, which Sinfray 
abandoned, and recreated to the redoubts of the intrench- 
ment.’’ This was followed by the moft intrepid and adrive 
exertions of Colonel Clive, arid a moft decifive and impor- 
tant vidlory, by which the whole of the enemy’s camp, their 
artillery, elephants, &c. fell into the hands of the Englifo, who 
loft no more than about ao Europeans, and 5s ftpoys, killed 
and wounded* 5 ". 

* The revenues of Bengalyznd the advantages refultlng' to 
the Company and the country from our acquifitio/is there, are 
topics, on which much has been written, more has been iaid, 
and but very little underftood. From one and a half to 
two millions pounds fterling, is probably the neareft calcu- 

laiioa 
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ever, if not the whole, is abforbed by the 
cxpences of their military eftablilhment, 
which is a very ftrong one. In the year 
1770, they had about four thoufand Euro- 
pean foldiers, and thirty-five, or forty thou- 
fand, Jipahis, in pay. 

Although they are, in fad, fovereigns of 
the country, and receive the revenues arifing 
from it, they are, however, wife enough not 
to fhew this openly. The Mogul retains a 
fliadow of authority, and the land is govern- 
ed, as before, in his name, by a nabob, who 
is, however, appointed by the Englifli, and 
dares not undertake any thing without their 
knowledge. For the purpofe of keeping him 
under their controul, one of the members of 
their government, the fecond in the council 
of Calcutta^ is always near his perfon, and 
prefides in his council. By this means, no 
meafuresare adopted by the nabob, but fiich 
as arc confonant with the views of the coun- 
cil of Calcutta. The gentleman who fills 
this important office, is called the refident 
at the Durbar f by which is underftood the 


lation of the nett receipts of the Company, wfiich are employ- 
ed in the China-tnule,aad in inveftments in piecegoods to tins 




Moorifli 
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Moorifli council, and his influence and au- 
thority are fo great, that the title of nabob, 
or viceroy, ought rather to be given to him, 
than to the nominal nabob ; for the latter 
is obliged to wait upon the refident every 
morning, to inform him of the occurrences 
of the preceding day. He is received with- 
out ceremony, and if the refident be occu- 
pied, mufi: wait till he have leifure to afford 
an audience. 

It may eafily be conceived, how ill this 
agrees with the pride of the orientals, who 
would not before permit the approach of any 
European, but in the moft humble and re- 
fpeftful manner. 

The office of refident at the is 

not only very honourable, but it is likewife 
one of the moft lucrative. Three or four 
years’ enjoyment of it, is fufficient for the 
accumulation of a princely fortune. 

In the year 1767, one of thefe refi dents 
returned to Europe with a fortune of nine 
millions of gilders ; which he had obtained 
by his dexterous management of affairs, 
during the three years which he had filled 
this office. 

When Lord Clive returned to England . 

for 
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ibr the laft time, he carried away, as It k 
faid, a crore of rupees, which is fifteen mil- 
lions of gilders. 

The yoke of fcrvitude, which the Engliih 
have thus impofed upon the Moors, is not 
borne very patiently by them. On the con- 
trary, they would do every thing in their 
power, to deliver tbemfelves from their ty- 
rants, if thefe were not fo firmly eftablilhed 
here. The only hope which remains for 
them, is, that if the land be wholly exhauft- 
ed, the Englifh will no more hold the means 
of maintaining themfelves in their polfief- 
lions. The unfortunate Bengalefe are ffill 
worfe off ; they are firft oppreffed by the 
Moors, and afterwards by the Englifti ; and 
yet it is their manual labour that has pur- 
chafed all the immenfe riches, which have 
been drawn, from time immemorial, both 
by their neighbours in Afia, and their 
vifitors from Europe, and have fuccefiively 
fwelled the treafures of the Great Mogul, of 
their nabobs, and of the Englilh Eall-India 
Company. They work for a mere trifle, 
and live frugally upon a little rice, and feme 
vegetables. Nothing, or very little of the 

Ipecie that is imported, goes out of the coun- 

tiy 
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try again, as the materials for their mantsfac- 
tures are produced in the land, except fome 
capoi, which is brought from Surat. Thefc 
poor people, who contribute fo much to the 
prolperity of the country, inftead of being 
favoured and encouraged by the Englift, 
are, on the contrary, continually expofed to 
the rapacious extortions of their tafkmafters, 
and are oppreffed in every way, partly by 
open violence, and partly by monopolies, 
which the Englifh have made of ail articles 
neceffary to life ; the dried cowdung even 
not excepted, which thefe poor people ufe 
for fuel. But this is not fo much to be 
alcribed to the Englifh Company, as to their 
fervants, who leave no means untried, to 
accumulate wealth. They do not trouble 
themfelves about the manner of obtaining 
it,- fb they do but fpeedily amafs the riches 
they are in fearch of. Inftead of preventing 
thefe monopolies, which were, in a great 
meafiire, the caufe of the fcarcity of provi- 
fions which was felt in the fpring of 1770, 
the Englifh government at Calcutta^ fuffer 
them to exifl unnoticed and unreniedied; 
and it has, iu confequence, not been im- 
probably 
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probably iufpedled, that they are themlelves 
concerned in thefe iniquitous tranfadions. 

The government of this prefidency, con- 
lifts of, a governor, who is entirely inde- 
pendent of thofe at Madras and Bombay, and 
ten members of the council, the fecond of 
whom, who is the refident at the Durbar ^ 
feldom aftifts at their deliberations. The 
general, or chief, of the military, is the third 
in ranki he is independent of the governor, 
and is only amenable to the council. The 
fourth member, is the fecond in the fuperin- 
tendence of the police at Calcutta ; and 
others have each equally a particular fepa- 
rate office. 

The governor does not poflefs near fb 
much authority and power, as the Dutch 
governors, or diredors, exercife in their go- 
vernments. Nor is the fubordination half 
fo Arid in the Englifh fettlements, as in 
our’s. The fervants of the Englifh Com- 
pany have likewife the advantage, that they 
are fure, in cafes of vacancy, to be promoted 
in rank, according to the number of years 
they have been in the fervice. Promotions 
do not depend, as is the cafe with our Com- 
pany, upon the favour of the chiefs, where- 
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by, with us, it frequently happens, that de- 
lving men, who have ferved the Company 
for many years, with diligence and honour, 
are paffed over without notice, for want of 
influence, and of friends. 

Calcutta, or Coulicatta, as it is called by 
the Moors, is the capital of the Englilh in 
Bengal ; although unwalled, it may juftly 
deferve the name of a city, from its extent 
and numerous buildings *. 

It lies on the eaftern bank of the Ganges, 
about thirteen Dutch miles below Chinjurah, 
and nearly thirty from the mouth of the 
river at Ingellee. 

The Ganges is here full as broad as before 
our factory, but it is much deeper, and na- 
vigable at all times for large fea-lhips. All 
their fliips lie before the town, anchored 
clofe to the fhore, which is very fteep, owing 
to the rapid currents running in the middle 
of the river ; and the number of veffels feen 
here continually paffing and repaffing from 
all parts of India, give Calcutta the appear- 

* In Holland, every place that is not fortified, or walkd 
round, is called a village ; hence the ridiculous affertion fo 
frequently to be met with, that the Ha^t is the lar^cft village 
in Europe \ it is, In fa£t, a large and flourifliing town ; Londm 
isiight j in the fame mannei^ be called a village, J, 


ance 
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ance of what it really is, a place of great 
wealth and commerce. 

The buildings of the place extend full 
three miles along the river, and about half 
as much in breadth from it. There are 
many large and handlbme edifices among 
them* which do not add a little to the beauty 
of the town. They would have a better 
effea, if they were built as regularly as at 
Baiavh; but little {ymmetry or order has 
been obferved in laying out theilreets. 

In the middle of the city, a large open 
place has been left, in which there is a great 
tank or refervoir, covering upwards of 
twenty- five acres of ground. It was dug by 
order of the government, to provide the in- 
labitants of Calcutta with water, as in the 
dry feafon the water of the becomes 

brackifh by the influx of the tide, while 
that in the tank is, on the contrary, very 
fweet and pleafant. The number of fprings 
which it contains, make the water in it 
always nearly at the fame level. It is railed 
round, no one may wafh in it, but all 
are at liberty to take as much water from 
it as they like. 

Near this tank, is a ftone monument, 

erefted 
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creSed in memory of thirty Engliih pri- 
loners, both men and women, who, when 
Calcutta was taken by the nabob Surajah 
Dowlah, were (hut up in a narrow prifon, 
without any refreihment, and lufFocated for 
want of frefh air 

A iictle farther is the courthouie, over 
which are two handtome airembly-rooms. 
In one of theie are hung up the portraits of 
the king of France, and of the late queen, 
as large as life, which were brought by the 
Engiifh from Chandernagore^ when they took 
that place, in the laft war. 

* The reader need fcarcely be informed, that this mutilated 
account relates to the well-known tragic event, at the reduc- 
tion of Calcutta^ of the fuffocation of 123, out of 146 Englilii 
prifoners, in the Hack hole p-ifon. The fcene of this horrid 
tranfa^lion has become proverbial among Englihimen fora 
place of infufferable torment, and together with the inhumaa 
tyrant, So RAJAH Down ah, by whofe order our countrymen 
were devoted to this cruel death, both 

— — damned to everlading fame, 

G^muot be mentioned but with execration and horror. The 
monument, which was ereifled by Mr. Hoi.wei.l» one of the 
few furvivors, and whofe narrative of his fulFerings is in every 
body’s hands, is a handfome obeliik, about fifty feet high, in- 
feribed with the ijames of the perfons who died in the black- 
hole, and whofe bodies were promifcuoufly thrown, the next 
morning, into the dilch of the fort* 


Clofe, 
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Clofe to the courthoufe, ftands a theatre, 
where plays are fometimes performed by 
amateurs. 

Higher up, is an Armenian church, which 
is a large and noble building, provided with 
a handfbme fteeple. 

There was not, when I was there, any 
Englifh church ; but preparations were mak- 
ing for building one, and the neceflary mate- 
rials had been collected. 

On the fide of the open place, before 
mentioned, between it and the river, is the 
old fort, of which nothing remains at prefent 
but the walls. 

The new fort, which is called Fort Wil- 
liam, and whence all the letters and refolu- 
tions of the prefidency are dated, is fituated 
about a quarter of an hour’s walk from the 
city, by the f. de of the Ganges, in an exten- 
iive plain. It was begun to be built in the 
year 1757, when the Englilh had regained 
poffeffion of Calcutta, It is a regular pen- 
tagon, with feveral outworks. The ram- 
parts are built of brick,, half way up, 
finiihed with clay, and faced with gazons. 
Both the body of the fortrels and the out- 
works, are furrounded by a wet ditch, which 

hai 


C 497 ] 

has a foiall cunette, of fix or feven feet deep, 
in the middle. The water from the Ganges,- 
can be let into the moat, to the height 
of eight feet, by means of floodgates, 
of which there arc two to each outwork, 
conftrudled in fuch a manner, that if an 
enemy be mafters of one, they cannot pre- 
vent, both the main ditch, and thofe of the 
other outworks, from retaining their water. 

If all the works were mounted with can- 
non, there would be room for fix hundred 
pieces of artillery. 

There are bombproof barracks built 
within the fort, for ten thouland men. 
Permiffion has likewife been given to every 
inhabitant of Calcutta, to build, if he choofe 
it, a houfe in the fort, provided it be equally 
bombproof i but in the year 1770, no one 
had yet felt any inclination to avail of this 
privilege. 

All the works are guarded by mines and 
countermines. No {hip can pafs up or 
down the Ganges without being expofed to 
the fire of this fort. No enemy can ap- 
proach by land, without being difcerned at 
three or four leagues’ didance. 

The plan of this fortification was made by. 

an 
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an engineer, of the name of Boyer, who> 
for fome realbn of diicoutent, left the Englifh 
fcrvice, and entered into that of our Com- 
pany- Another engineer was afterwards 
fbnt out from England, to finilh it. 

Clofe to the fort, the Englilh were about 
digging a dry dock, which will be the only 
one which the Europeans have in India. 

They were likewife buly in conj[lru<fling 
two batteries of heavy cannon, on the banks 
of the river, about two leagues below Ca/- 
cutta^ one on each fide- 1 was alfo told, that 
they intended to ere£l one, at the confluence 
of the Old Ganges with Hougly river, in order 
to be wholly mafters of the navigation of the 
Ganges. 

This nation have thus fo firmly rooted 
themfelves in Bengal, that, treachery ex- 
cepted, they have little to fear from an 
European enemy, efpecially as they can en- 
tirely command the paflage up and down the 
river. 

If they ever lofe their power here, their 
fall will, in all probability, proceed from the 
heavy expeiices, which they fuftain, in keep- 
ing up fo important a military eftablilhment, 
and which they cannot do without, in order 

■ ■ ■■ ;>: to 
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to keep the natives in fubjeflion, and prevent 
iniiirredlions. By this means, however, they 
will, in time, exhauft the refources of the 
country, which appears the more likely, if we 
further take into confideration the extortions 
of their fervants. 

Since the unfortunate iflue of our expe- 
dition to Bengal, in 1759, reputation of 
our countrymen has been on the decline; and 
we are obliged to be not a little dependent 
upon the Englilh, with refpedt to the piece- 
goods wanted for our cargoes, both for Ba- 
tavia, and for Holland. In the beginning of the 
government of the director V—, in the year 
1765, or 1766, when Lord Clive was Hill in 
Bengal, every thing feemed to take a friendly 
alpedl, and arrangements refpeding trade were 
about to be made, to mutual fatisfaflion and 
advantage. Both thefe gentlemen came to 
an agreement, that all the aurungs, or weav- 
ing manufactories, in Bengal, (hould be num- 
bered, in order that a repartition might af- 
terwards be made of fo many aurungs to each 
nation, for the purpofe of weaving the goods 
they wanted ; and two commiffaries were 
appointed, to this end, relpeCiively, by the 
Englifli, the Dutch, and the French, to go 

through 
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through the whole country, aadafcertain the 
number of manufafiories. From our fettle- 
ment, the firft warehoufekeeper, Ross, and 
a bookkeeper, were deputed for thispurpofe. 

But thefe excellent arrangements were all 
broken, by the departure of Lord Clive 
from Bengal ; his lordfhip was fucceeded by 
Mr. Verelst, with whom the diredlor 
V— fhortly afterwards fell out, and their 
difagreement was carried to that point, that: 
upon paying the cuftorpary annual national 

vifit to Calcutta, Mr. V was treated in 

a moft improper and humiliating manner ; 
whence, in the end, fo great a breach arofe 
between thefe two chiefs, that the above 
arrangements were, much to our prejudice, 
entirely fet afide. 

The Englifli had equally, on their fides, 
much reafon to be difeontented with Mr. 
V — — , as he had ufed his utmoft endea- 
vours to favour the French in all things, 
notwithftanding they had no power to ren- 
der our Company any fervice, or even to 
help themfelves ; and the Englilh were 
much hurt at this condudt, efpecially at 

Mr. V ’s felling ail the japan copper, 

which the Dutch Ihips brought to Bengal, 

to 


[ SOI 3 

to the French, without allowing them the 
opportunity of purchafing a fingle po’ nd, 
for a confiderable time, although they offered 
a higher price than was obtained from the 
Frerich. 

This was evidently, not only unfriendly, 
but wholly incompatible with the interefts 
of the Company ; which appears the more 
ftrongly, if we confider that, upon the leaft 
difference with the Moors, the council at 
Hougfy were obliged to have recourfe to the 
mediation and proteiftion of the government 
at Calcutta, as was the cafe, two or three 
times, while I was in Bengal, 

The Dutch began to trade in Bengal, zs 
early as the commencement of the laft' cen- 
tury ; they were always the firll in opu- 
lence and importance, till the Englifh be- 
came the rulers of the country, in the laft 
revolution ; and perhaps they would ftill 
have been fo, had the well planned, but 
badly executed attempt, made, as before- 
mentioned, during the adminiftration of the 
governor general Moss ex, in I7S9> Ihcceed- 
ed to our wifhes *. 

Our 

^ The expedition alluded ' to, though formallj difavowccl 
l>j the Dutch gov crBmeiJt, upon its not fuccccdihg, is here 

pretty 
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Our faflcrvVe e, is fubordinatc to the go- 
vernment at Batavia, and receives orders 
from that place refpeding the management 
of the trade. It is from Batavia, likewife, 
that all vacancies are filled up > the coun- 
cil of Hougly can only appoint ad interim ; 
but the confirmation muft come from the 
metropolis of India. 

Orders and letters are, however, received 
at Chinjurab dired from HoUand, whither, 
likewife, advices are annually difpatched. 

The government coufifts of a diredor, 
and feven members, five of whom have 
concluding voices, and the other two may 
only advife, but not vote. There is, befides, 
a chief at Coffimbazar. 

The diredor, who has, of courfe, the chief 

prettv clearly acknowledged to have been intended, for the 
purpofeof depriving the Englilh, of their fuperiority in Etngah 
Xhey fent feven fliips, three of thirty-fix giin^, three of twenty* 
fix, andone of fixteen, with about i,ioo European and Malay 
troops, front Batavia-, who attempting to pafs up the CflKj-er 
to am/urai, the Even Ddch fliips were fought and captured 
by three Englifli armed Indiamcn, and the troops were en- 
countered, and totally defeated by Colonel Foed, with 500 
men. They pretended that thefe forces, were intended to 
reinforce their fctilemcnts, on the coaft of Cmmamkl, but had 
been obliged to put into the Canges. T. 


authority 
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awtliority over the commerce, and the pof- 
feffions of the Company, is ftyled, the ho- 
nourable DireSior of the Company's important 
trade in the kingdoms of Bengal^ Bahar^ and 
Orixa. 

He is obliged, by his inftrudtions, to fub- 
mit all matters, which are of any import- 
ance, to the confideration of the council, 
and to come to a conclufion on the fubje6t, 
by a majority of votes. But it ftldom hap- 
pens, that a refolution of council, is taken 
contrary to his inclination, for all the mem 
bers are dependent upon him,, with refpedl: 
to the profits of their offices, as is the cafe 
throughout all India, both at the out- 
fadlories, and at Batavia, to the great detri- 
ment of the Company- 

The emoluments attached to his office, 
amount to large fums ; for, bcfides a certain 
per centage, allowed on the fale of all goods 
which are imported *, there are numerous 

* Five per cent upon the fale of goods imported, is divided, 
two-thirds to the direftor, and one-third to the fecond In 
command ; and five per cent as allowed on the piirchafe of 
opium, and divided, two-fifths to the director, one-fifth to the 
chief adminifirator, three-tenths to the chief at Paina^ and 
^ne-tenlh to the jfccond in command there. T. 
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other means of accumulating money, ef- 
pecially by his having large fums at his dif- 
pofal, and being confequently enabled tomake 
an immenfe profit by the employment of 
them ; fo that it is impoffible for any one, 
not even thofe who fill the firft offices in 
the adminiftration, to know what the direc- 
tor annually gains, which muft be an im- 
menfe amount, without taking into con- 
fideration his enormous expenditure. Mr. 

V affured me, that he wanted no Id's 

than thirty-five thoufand rupees a year, for 
his houfhold expences ; and this is but little, 
in comparifon with fome of his predecefTors, 
and of the Englifh governor at Caicutta,w\io 
fpends more than one hundred thoufand ru- 
pees, by his own account, and that of feve- 
ral of the Englifh, who confirmed it to me. 
The diredor is the only perfon, in the Com- 
pany’s fervice, who is allowed to be carried 
in a palankeen fitting upon a chair ; even 
the diredor who is appointed to fucceed an- 
other, cannot do this, as long the govern- 
ment is in the hands of the other. JVfili- 
tary honours are fhewn to him at the gate 
of the fort. Six or eight chubdars, or as many 
a$ he pleafes, together with other attendants, 

both 
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both ptons * and other fervants, run before 
him. When he is carried, or rides through 
the town, the natives are obliged, at feme 
places, to play upon their inftruments of 
mufic, clarions and drums. Chuhdars are 
Mooriih fervants, who are employed to carry 
meflages, and for ftate j they carry a long 
ftafF in their hand, which is entirely covered 
with filver, with which they go before the 
palankeens of the diredor, and of the two 
members of the council next in rank ; but 
the latter are allowed no more than two 
chubdarsy and their ftaves may only be half 
plated with filver. 

The fecond perfbn in the diredion is the 
chief at Coffimhazar, He has the rank of 
fenior merchant, and the management and 
controul of the fadory there, or rather at 
CakaporCy which is not far off. The Com- 
pany’s refidents at the Mint, in Moorjhedabad, 
where the filver is recoined, in the name of 
the emperor, are under him. He has a de- 
tachment of twenty-four men at his fadory. 

* Feans are properly foot-foldiers, armed with a fword aodi 
target. Footmen, armed m the fame manner^ are likewife 
■afed for ftate, and to run before the palankeens. T» 
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The thiird peribn of the council, is the 
chief adminiftrator. He has equally the 
rank of fenior merchant, and is treated with 
the fame relpeS as the chief at Cojimbazar^ 
whole place in the council, when he is abfent, 
is fupplied by the former, as fecond in rank -at 
the chief fettlement, where he always re- 
mains. Every thing regarding commerce, 
and the warehoufes, is entrulled to this of- 
ficer, fubjeQ; ,to the fopcrior controui of the 
diredor, 

A member of the council is likcwife fu- 
perintendaiit in the cloth-room, or walk, as 
it is called^, which is the place where the 
Ccwnpany’s piecegoods are received from the 
Indian merchans, examined, allbrted, and 
dilpatched. 

The affortment is made into four differ- 
ent claffes, from heft to bad, under the de- 
nominations of duel, doom. Jeer, and firty, 
and the examination and atteftation of them, 
is done by the council, together with the 
dire<Sor. 

This office is one of the moft profitable 
in the diredlion, when the Company take 
many goods. It is reckoned equal to that of 
a merchant. 


The 
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The iuperiiitendant has a fecond under 
him, with the rank of junior merchant, to- 
gether with three others-, who are book- 
keepers or afiiftants, and have the diredi-ion 
of the packing of the goods. He has likewife 
feveral banyans, who poiTefs more know- 
ledge than all the reft, and by whom moft 
of the bufinefs is done, although the others, 
and the council, have the name of it. 

Their emoluments are divided in the fol- 
lowing manner. — One rupee or thirty divers, 
is allowed on the value of every hundred 
rupees purchafed by the Company. Of this, 
eight ftivers are given to the head admini- 
ftrator, eleven to the fuperintendant in the 
cloth-room, fix to his fecond, two and a half 
to the fir ft packer, one and a half to the 
fecond, and one to the third, making, toge- 
ther, thirty ftivers, or one rupee. 

The captain, or chief, of the military is 
alfo a member of the council ; but he has 
no vote, and can only give his opinion. He 
has the rank of fenior merchant, and follows 
immediately upon the head adminiftrator. 
His income is fmall, aiid fcarcely fufficient 
for his lubfiftence. 

The firft warehoufekeeper, who is at the 

ferae 
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fame time commercial bookkeeper, has the 
rank of merchant. All merchandize which 
are received into, or delivered out of, the 
warehoufes, by order of the head adminiftra- 
tor, are under his management ; as likewife 
the books that relate to trade. 

Xhe fifcal, or IherifF, who is, at the lame 
time, mayor of the town, has the rank of 
merchant, as long as he is in that ftation, 
though he has only the pay and allowance of 
junior merchant. 

As fifcal, he muft take care that the Com- 
pany’s dues are not defrauded by the private 
trade of their fervants, and as mayor, he 
determines all trifling difputes which arife 
among the natives, who live within the 
Company’s limiits. He puniflies the offences 
which they commit, by flogging at a flake, 
or he impofes fines upon the offenders j 
which laft is, in fa£l, what is mofl: fre^ 
quently done, and hence his poll: becomes 
one of the chiefeft and mofl: lucrative of the 
fettiement. Mahy inftances were related 
tome, ‘Z.l Chinfurab, oi extortions pradtifed 
by fifcals, which almofl: exceed belief. They 
make the wealthy banyans pay ' twenty or 
thirty thou&nd rupees, for the llightefl fault, 

ait4 
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and if they do not provide the money fooa 
enough, they are tied up, and whipped, till it 
is brought. He is called jemauidaar by the 
natives, which is as much as mayor, or com- 
mandant. 

His emoluments, as fifcal, are five per cent 
upon ail goods, which are imported by pri- 
vate individuals, above the privileged ton- 
nage, allowed by the Company to their 
{hips’ officers, and five per cent on all goods 
exported in private trade, whether privileged 
or not *. 

Upon an average he can make more than 
four thoufand rupees by every fhip; and as fix 
ffiips come'and go, in general, every year, 
his income, on this fcore, amounts to twenty- 
four thoufand rupees. 

The Indians ftand, perhaps, more in awe 
of the fifcal, on account of his office, than of 
the diredtor himfelf : and when he goes 
through the town, mufic is equally played in 
his honour as he paffes, as well as for the 
diredfor. 

The comptroller of equipment has alfb a 

* One-half of the contraband goods which he ithcs^ h 
likewife the property of the ifcal, out of whkh> however^ he 
muft fatisfy the informers. T. 

feat 
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“feat in the council, but, as well as the com- 
mander of the military, he may only deliver 
his fentiments, but has no vote. If he be a 
fhip’s captain, he has the rank of merchant. 
His office is alfo none of the worft. 

The difpenfier, or purveyor in the 
Company’s provifion-warehoules, has the 
rank of junior merchant, and is invoice- 
keeper. 

A fecretary is added to the council, who 
is generally, at the fame time, caftier. The 
latter office brings him in great profits, when 
he has any fums of confideration under his 
care, which is always the cafe, if he be on 
good terms with the diredlor. He places 
this money, at an exorbitant interefl, among 
the Indians. The fecretary who was in of- 
fice when I was there, had the rank of book- 
keeper, though It is otherwife an office gene- 
rally filled by a junior merchant. 

Befides this civil council, there is a coun- 
cil of juftice, of which the head admini-. 
flrator is prefident. They pafs fentences of 
death, fubjeft to the confirmation of the go- 
vernment at Baiavuif but they are not al- 
lowed by the Mooriffi government to carry 
them into execution, except within the walls 

of 
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of the Company’s lodge, or on board of their 
fliips. 

Whoever has the rank of junior merchaiit^^ 
or higher, muft be fent to Batavia, with the 
papers relative to the profecution againft him, 
notwithftanding fentence of death may have 
been pronounced upon him, by the council of 
juft ice here j as was the cafe, in the year 
1766, with Captain Van der Linden, 
commanding the Ihip Kattendyk, and his fiidl 
lieutenant, Welgevaren. 

The other members of the council of juf- 
tice, are junior merchants, and there are two 
military officers among them. Their office 
is of little importance, or advantage. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

fbe Cmpat^’s Pojejtons in BENGAi-.—CHiNStr- 
KAU.—BmUings.— Markets.— P'eujes.— Church, 
—fJottJe celled Welgeleegen, and Gardens.— ‘The 
Cotfipany's Jjdge^ cr Fort Gttstavus. 
Ccfftpaty's Garden. — Church-yard. Battery,— 
Freemajm's Lodge. — Hougly. — FaSory at 
P Arn A.— Fallory at Dacca.— Bernagoee.— 
Efiahlijhment of the Company. 

The territorial property of the Company 
In Bengali is confined to the towns, or vil- 
lages, of Chinjurab and Bernagore. Thefb 
were obtained by gift, or rather by purchafe, 
from the Moorilh government. 

They have, further, their lodges or fa£lo- 
ries at Calcapore near CoJJimbazari at Patriae 
and at Dacca ; and they have likewife a 
guard of natives at Ballafore. They had 
formerly a fadiory at Malda^ for the filk- 
trade ; but this has been abandoned for fe- 
veral years. 

Cbinfuraby known in the records and pa- 
pers of the Company, by the name of Hougly, 

lies 
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lies on the weftern bank of the Ganges, full 
forty leagues from its mouth at Ingelke, 
and about ninety from Patna. It is partly 
built along the river, and requires full 
three quarters of an hour to walk round 
it. On the landfide, it is doled by ftrong 
barrier-gates. Within, it is built very ir- 
regularly. It has many markets, which are 
here called bazars, at which all kinds of 
goods, and elpecially provifions, are fold ; 

5 the bazar of the money-changers, which is 

a long and broad ftreet, is the handlbmeft. 

The principal houles are built of brick, 
with terrace-roofs, in the Moorifh ftyle. 
They are but of one ftory, and are whitened 
on the outfide with lime, which gives them 
an elegant appearance. 

' As little wood as pofiible is ufed* in build- 

ing, on account of the white ants, which en- 
tirely deftroy the infide of the wood, in a 
very few years. Thefe infedls are for- 
I midable from the immenfity of their num- 

bers. They eat away the ends of the 
! beams which are inferted in the ttia- 

I fonry, fo that they fometimes fall down, 

: without fhewing any previous figns of de- 

' cay ; for no marks of the depredations of 

: the 
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the ants appear on the outMe. Nothing 
that has hitherto been tried to counteraft 
this evil, has been found of any avail. 

Glafs windov/s are not know^n here. 
Frames of twifted cane, are made ule of in 
their ftead. Glafs would be very uncom- 
fortable in the great heats, which prevail 
for eight OF nine months in the year. 
When the winds from the north, in De- 
cember and January, blow hard, the win- 
dows and doors which open to that quar- 
ter are fliut, and thofe which look to the 
fouth hand open. The apartments arc 
roomy, airy, and provided bn the Ibuth fide 
with galleries, or porticos, refting upon pil- 
lars. 

The terrace-roofs, and the floors of the 
rooms, are laid with fine pulverized ftoncs, 
which they call zurkee ; thefe are mixed, up 
with limewater, and an inferior kind of 
molaCfes, and in a fliort time grow as hard, 
and as fmooth, as if the whole was one large 
ftone. The inhabitants take the evening 
air upon their terraces, and fometimes pals 
a part of the night upon them, in company 
with their friends. 

The houfes, or rather the huts, of the 

poor 
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poor Bengalefe, are moftly made of mud and 
ftraw, and receive their light through the 
entrance. 

Chinjurah has a handfome little church, 
with a fteeple. The firft was built bj the 
diredor Sichterman, and the laft was 
added by Mr. Vernet. There is no re- 
gular clergyman belonging to this church, 
but lervice is performed by a ziekentroojier*, 
who reads a fermon, on Sunday morning. 
When any childi-en are to be baptized, the 
Englilh clergyman from Calcutta is fent 
for, who is' liberally paid for his trouble, by 
the parents. 

Mr. SiCHTERMAN eredcd a very hand- 
fome building, not far from the church, to 
which he gave the name of Welgeleegen 
(well fituated). It lies clofe to the Ganges, 
and a gallery, with a double row of pillars, 
projeds over the water, above which is an 
elegant terrace and balcony, which com- 
mands the fineft profped dx CMnfurab-, on 
one fide the view extends as fer as Chan- 

» A ziekentrt^er is a perfon not in orders, who officiates 
as chaplain on board of ftiips, reading prayers, and attending 
the fick when at the point of death; from this laft funftion, 
he is called %ieke»imfier, or literally, a tomforter vf the fid, T. 

dernagore. 
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def^agore, and on the other beyond Bandei, 
The gardens which are adjoining to this 
building, are delightfully fhady and plea- 
iant. 

The Company’s lodge, which bears the 
name of Fort Gujiavus, is conftrudted in a 
large open place, about five hundred, or 
five hundred and fifty, feet from the river. 
It is an oblong fquare the longeft fides, 
which are oppofite to north and fouth, are 
about fix hundred and lixty feet iir length ; 
the Ihorteft, about the half. It was built 
in the year 1656, as appears by the date 
over the landgate. The wails are of ftone, 
about fifteen feet high ; but they are, at 
prefeut, in fitch a ruinous condition, that 
it would be dangerous to difcharge the can- 
non which are mounted upon them. With- 
in, are the Company’s warehoufes, and the 
houfe of the director, which is the only 
thing worth feeing. There are three gatesi 
one by the river, One on the landfide, to the 
north, and another to the fouth ; this laft 
leads to what is called the Company’s gar- 
den, in which there is neither a bufti, nor a 
blade of grafe. 

To the weftw'ard of the lodge, there was 

formerly 
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formerly a bui^ing-groiind, which was 
adorned with many handfome tombs, and 
graveftones. But thefe were all deftroyed 
under the government of the diredlorTAiL- 
LEFERT, except the monument of the di- 
redor Hi;iSMAN,which was transformed into 
a powder-magazine. The reft was made 
into a level plain, and the buryingplace 
was removed to another part of the town, 
where now every grave has an upright tomb* 
ftone upon it. 

A battery of one-and^twenty pieces of 
cannon, is thrown up, by the riverfide, for 
the purpole of firing falutes. 

Something more than a quarter of an 
hour’s walk out of Chmfurahy towards Chart-- 
dernagore, a large and handfome houfe was 
eredled, during the direftion of Mr. Ver- 
NET, as a lodge for the free-mafons, which 
was completed and inaugurated while I 
was there. This feftivity concluded in the 
evening with a magnificent firework and ball, 
at which the chief Englilh and French ladies 
pnd gentlemen were equally prefent. 

This building, to which the name of 
Concordia was given, coft thirty thoufand. 
rupees, and the money was defrayed out of 

the 
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the private purfes of the members of the 
council of Hougly. On the above occafion, 
the ladies, whole hufbands belonged to the 
fraternity, w'ore the infignia of the order, 
hanging by a blue or red ribbon over the 
left Ihoulder. They are very fond of (hew- 
ing themfelves with this decoration, and the 
women, whofe hufbands have not been ini- 
tiated, urge them very much to be fo. 

Hougly, which lends its name to Cbinfu- 
rah, is a Moor'ilh fort, a Ihort half an hour’s 
walk higher up. It is not very defenfible, and 
has little worthy of obfervation within it, 
except the houfe of the faujdar, and the (fa- 
bles for his elephants. 

The fadory which the Company have at 
Patna, in the province of Bahar, is efta- 
blilhed for the purchafe of faltpetre, and of 
4)pium. The chief there, who has the rank 
of merchant, and has a junior merchant un- 
der him, is entitled to affift at the delibera- 
tions of the council of Hougly, when he 
happens to be at Cbinjurab, This ofEce is 
efteemed the moft lucrative, next to that of 
the director. 

The fadfory at Dacca, was formerly of 
very little coufideration, but for thefe lad 

three 
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three years the manufadortes have again 
been profecuted with vigour. The neglect 
of them is faid, to have been owing to the 
improper management of a diredor, who 
had his own private advantage in view, in 
iufFering them to be unnoticed by the Com- 
pany. 

Bernagore is a village which belongs to 
the Company, and, as at Chinfurab^ the 
Dutch flag is hoifted, though they have no 
other of their fervants refident here, than 
an under-officer of the fifcal. It lies on the 
eaftern bank of the Ganges, ten or twelve 
leagues below Chinfurah. The coarfeft 
forts of blue handkerchiefs are made here. 
The Company have a houfe, not far from 
the river, which ferves for the temporary 
accommodation of flich of their fervants, as 
land here, in going up or down the river. 
Bernagore is famous on account of the great 
number of ladies of pleafure, who refide 
there, and who pay a monthly recognition 
to the fifcal of Chinfurah, for the free excr- 
cife of their profeffion. 

The troops which the Company main- 
tain in Bengal amount to no more than 

one 
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one hundred and fifty men, commanded by 
a captain, two lieutenants, and an enfign 


■* In 1776, and 1777, the whole eftablifliment of the Dutch 
m Bengal wvi reduced to the following ; was; fixty-four per- 
fons in civil, and two in ecclefiaftical, employments ; feven 
furgeon* and affiftants, ten belonging to the artillery, fixty 
nine feamen and marines, and forty-eight foldiers ; being in ali 
atoo Europeains. T, 
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CHAPTER VIL 


Manner cf Life of the Europeans. — Black PErkers. 
^Banyans. — Dmeftics. — 'The Ladies. — Trade ef 
the Company. — Duties paid to the Nabob. — Trtde 
ef the Trench. — Humiliating Conditions impqfed 
upon them at the laft Peace. — Slridlly injijied apm 
iy the Engkjh. — Inftame hereof. — Dsjcription of 
Chandernaoore. — Hatfe and Gardens of the 
Governor. — FaSories up the Country. — Danijh 
Settlement at Serampore. — Eaftem Nations 
that refort to Bengal. — Concluding RefleMons m 
the State of the Country and Inhabitants. 

Europeans lead, in Bengal, a very ealy 

life ; the men, who are almoft ail in the lervice 
of the Company, devote a part of the morning 
to attending upon their bufinels, and thofe 
who poffefs any the leaft fortune, keep a 
black writer in daily employment, at their 
houfes, for which he receives twenty or 
twenty-five.rupees per month. Thefc black 
writers are defeendants of Portuguefe, who 
havingmarried native women, their offspring 
have loft the colour of their fathers, an4 re- 
peived that of their mothers ; but they re-r 

tain 
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tain the religion of the fojrmer*. They 
write a good- hand, and copy Dutch very 
accurately, without underftanding a word of 
it. The Europeans are eafed by them, of a 
great part of the little work they would 
otherwile have to perform. The Europeans 
fpend the remainder of their time, cither in 
revels, or in fleep, though fbmetimes the 
latter can fcarcely be procured during the 

exceffive heats. 

Befides thefo black writers, moft Euro- 
peans have alfo one or two banyans, who 
note down all payments and receipts, and 
through whofe hands all pecuniary matters 
go, as well in buying as in felling. They 
ferve, in this capacity, without any fixed pay, 
but they know how much more they may 
charge upon every rupee, than they have in 
reality paid, and this is called co^utnodo, 
Moorifh domeftics are kept for the 
menial fervices of the houfe, and to 

run before the palankeens, and to carry an 
umbrella, or parafol, over the head of their 
mafter, when he goes out. 

Every houfe has likewife a porter, whofe 
foie occupation is to anfwer the door ; and 

* Tl«y are what we call Tcpajfes^ T. 

one 
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one or two fets of berras, or palankeen- 
bearers, together with a harrymaid^ or ma-~ 
taraniy who ca'^ries out the dirt ; and a great 
number of flaves, both male and female. 

This mode of life naturally occafions an 
enormous expenditure. The leaft in rank 
ftahd in need of five or fix thoufand rupees 
annually, and even then they muft pradticc 
economy. Moft people Ipend twice as 
much, although their income does not 
amount to more than half of what they 
dilburle. The deajnefs of provifions which 
are brought from Europe, contributes hereto ; 
but perhaps the greateftcaufe may be traced in 
theexcefiiveexpencewhich the ladies incur, in 
the articles of drefs and appearance. Domeftic 
peace and tranquillity muft be purchaled, by 
a (bower of jewels, a wardrobe of the richeft 
clothes, and a kingly parade of plate upon 
the fideboard; the hufband muft give all 
thefe, or, according to a vulgar phrafe, 
the houfe would be too hot to hold him,’' 
while the wife never pays the leaft attention 
to her domeftic concerns, but fuffers the 
whole to depend upon her fervants or flaves. 

The women generally rife between eight 
and nine o’clock. The forenoon is (pent in 

paying 
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paying vifits to their friends, or in lolling 
upon a Ibfa, with their arms acrofs. Din- 
ner is ready at half paft one; they go to deep 
till half paft four or five ; they then drefs in 
form; and the evening and part of the night 
is Ipent in company, or at dancing parties, 
which are frequent, during the colder feaibn. 

Both men and women generally drefs 
in the Englifh ftyle. The ladies affed, for 
C(K)lnefs, to wear no covering on their necks, 
and leave none of the beauties of a well- 
formed bofom to be gueffed at. They are 
friendly and affable towards ftrangers, and 
certainly do not deferve to be called either 
coy, or cruel. They are fond of parties of 
plcafure, whiqh are frequently made both 
upon the delightful banks, and upon the 
pleafant waves, of the Ganges, Yet thefe, 
and all other amufements, are here pecu- 
liarly expenfive. 

The commerce of the Compaqy in this 
country was formerly very profitable ; but 
for fome years back, it has greatly declined, 
which is, undoubtedly, in a great meafiire, 
afcribable to the encreafing influence and 
power of the Englifh, and their confequent 
preponderance in affairs of trade ; I fay, 

how'ever, 
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however, in a great meafure, becaufe I think 
I am pretty well informed, that a want of 
fidelity in the Company’s fervants, has not a 
little contributed to leflen the profits. 

The goods which are imported from 
Batavia, and which cannot be brought hither 
by any other nation than the Dutch, are 
jfpices, and Japan copper, in bars ; this laft 
affords the greatefi: benefit, fince it is an 
article that cannot here be dilpenfed with. 

The profits, however, upon the fale of 
thefe and other goods, do not cover one-half 
of the expences of the efiablifhment, which 
amount to full fix tons of gold 

The 

* About 54,500/. flerling. This feems to be taken at ran^ 
«iom; for the ftateracntof Mossel, in 1 755, makes the charges 
of the Dutch fettlements in Bengal^ amount to /.402,5oo5 
about 365600/. In 1779, however, they were no more than 
/.s65,5i 7, and the profits upon the merchandize fold were 
' /385,i 59, fo that, inftead of iofing, the Company gained 

f.i 19^64% or nearly 1 1,000/. But they both maintained, as \vt 
' have before feen, a lefs extenfive military eftabliiiment ; and 
informer times, their diredion, in Bengal^ muft have been 
flagrantly bad 5' for we find the following fevere reflexions, 
in a letter written many years before from Batavia^ among the 
papers annexed to the Ucret Cmfideratims m the State f 
by Mossee : For a feries of years, a fucceflioo of diredor^ 
^ here, have been guilty of the greatefi: enormities, and the 
“ foulefi diihoneily ; they have looked upon the Company 

clFcXs 
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Tlie lofs of anchors and cables, by the 
Company’s fliips, in the Ganges^ is cal- 

culated 

■ effeas mnMtd to them, as a booty tbmwn opeo to tbcir 
depredations ; they have moft ibamcMly and^ atbiirarily 
** falfified the iiivoice*prices ; they have violated, m the iBoi: 

difgracefisl manner, ail owr orders and regulations, with rc- 
^ gard to the pnrehafe of goods, without paying the Icaft at* 
lemon to their oaths and duty ; we will not add, that the 
whole of the Company’s profits upon the filver, have been 
.*4 embezzled, but they have not, for many years, been 
forthcoming/’ If a reform have fi nee taken place, we need 
not wonder at the great difference above obferved, between 
the accounts drawn up by Mossel, and thofe of later years* 
The profits upon the piecegoods and raw filk fold in Europe, 
arc not inconfiderable ; in 1778, were fold the value of 
000,000 in piecegoods, and the value of /1 500,000 in raw 
lilk, belides two millions pounds weight of faltpetre; and fif- 
teen to twenty per cent is the calculated gain, after deduaion 
of the fliips’ charges, upon all three articles. If all other 
branches were to fail, the opium-trade to Batavm would be 
alone fufficienttorender the commerce of the Dutch in Bengal^ 
a fource of great profit. Mossel calculated ■ the annual gain 
upon tins article at /.Boo,gk>o; but fi nee his time, the trade 
' has confiderably.flackened, and we may fay, that the advance 
upm.k, amounts now to no more than or y*.6oo,ooo. 
About boxes, containing each, of this drug, go an- 
nually from Bengal to they ftand the Company,, in- 

cluding freight, infutance, and other cljiarges, in about ^^ 79 ^ 
each j and if fold, as in L783, for/'*i383. 3* ^he advance to 
the Company, upon the wttoie 800 bt>xes, will be found to be 
/47ji,9ao, befidcs the duties at upon the exportation 

to the neighbouring fcttkments, which makc_ it amount, as 

abovefaid^ 
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eclated to amount to /^OjOoo every 
year *. 

The ftiip that fails annually from Amjier^ 
dam for Bengal, brings iron, cutlery, wool- 
lens, and other European goods, which 
have a tolerable vent. The Company, like- 
wife, gain confiderably upon the filver in 
bullion, which is imported, and is recoined 
into rupees. 

The money which is required for the pur- 
pofes of trade every year here, is eftimated 
at forty or fifty tons of gold -f, the largeft 
part of which is deftined for the purchafe of 
return cargoes for Europe, and the remainder 
for Batavia. Thofe which went to Holland 
in the year 1768, amounted, per inyoices, 
to jifi2,649,5io. 17. o, and confifted in piece- 
goods, raw filk, and faltpetre for ballaft. 

Two or more thips, which go annually to 
Java, take piecegoods, opium, and faltpetre ; 
of the latter article, the largeft part is re- 

abovefaid, to between and /.boo^ooGj or about 
ilerling.' Ail the opium is difpofed of to the fociety etabiiflit 
cd at in 1745, for tins trade, of which a particular ac-" 

count has been gi^en, page 295 of this volume. T. 

^ About 2,7251. fteriing* T. 

f Between 350,000/. and ^.^opooh fterllng. 

fliippc<l 
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fhipped for Holland ; and gunpowder is ma- 
nufaftured of the remainder, at Batavia, 

Betides the yearly prefents, which arc 
given to the Moorith government, to the 
amount of about ten thoufand gilders, the 
Company pay certain duties, to the nabob, 
upon all the goods which are either carried 
up the river from Hougly, or are received 
there from above. Much mifunderftanding 
arofe, in Odlober, 1769, from the non-pay- 
ment of thete dues, which was of great pre- 
judice to the Company, and was only accom- 
modated by the interpofition of the Englith. 

The trade of the French here,' has, lince 
the laft war, been greatly on the decline. 
Their fettlement and fort of CbandernagorCy 
were then wholly deftroyed by the Englifh. 
At the peace which followed, it was con- 
ditioned, that the fort Ihould not be rebuilt, 
nor fhould they be allowed to fortify them- 
felves in any wayt nor even to hoift their 
flag, as the other nations did, at their fadlo- 
ries, upon a lofty enlignftafF, but only upon 
a bamboo-pole. The Englifh are very ftridl 
on thefe points, and are very careful that the 
French do not infringe thefe conditions in 
the leaft. It was not long ago, that they 

enforced 
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enforced their right in this reiped, without 
any ceremony. 

Mr. Chevalier, the French governor, 
had caufed a deep ditch to be dug round 
Chandernagore, with faliant angles, at inter- 
vals, and' the earth thrown up inwards, fo 
that it had the appearance of a rampart, or 
intrenchment. He alleged, that this work 
was only intended to keep the place dry, 
and was undertaken with no other view 
than to drain the water from the circum- 
jacent country, and convey it into the river. 
However, when the Englifli council of Cal-^ 
cutta were informed hereof, they looked 
upon it in a very different light, and they 
immediately had the work privately furvey- 
ed, by one of their engineers, who himfelf 
related this circumflance to me, and he re- 
ported, that it appeared to be made for very 
different purpofes, than thofe that were pre- 
tended. Upon this, they fent word to the 
French governor, that he muft flop the pro- 
fecution of the work, and deftroy as much of 
it, as had already been finifhed ; for, if his 
Ible purpofe were that of draining off the 
water, it was unnece0ary to dig fo deep ; 
that his ditch wa? deeper than the low water 

mark 
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mark of the Ganges ; that the faliant angles 
were needlefs; that the earth ought not to 
have been thrown up inwards, like an in- 
trenchment ; and, finally, that if he did not 
choofe to do it himfelf, they would be obliged 
to have the ditch filled up again, by their 
own workmen. A few days afterwards, 
they put this threat in execution, and fent 
the engineer, and eight hundred Jif ahts, or 
Mooriflb foldiers, to Cbandernagore, who filled 
up the ditch, and reftored the whole to its 
former level and defenceiefs condition. 

However painful this was to the feelings 
of Mr. Chevalier, he was compelled to 
fubmit to it, being without any means of 
refifting the will of thefe haughty oppreffors. 
The French are only allowed a certain fmall 
number of cannon, for faluting ; if they were 
to contravene this regulation, their fuper- 
numerarv artillery would foon be taken away 
by the Englilh^ 

Cbandernagore is fituated on the weftern 
bank of the Ganges^ fbmething lefs than an 
hour’s walk below Chinfurab, in north 
latitude 22° 51', and in time 5*^ 44.' 

37" eaft of the meridian of Parts, accord- 
ing to the Cmnoijfance des Temps. It is built^ 

about 
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about 3 mile in length, along the Ganges, in 
a llraight line, with two parallel, and feveral 
crofs, ftreets behind it, which have fome good 
buildings. The ruins of the fort, demolilhed 
by the Englifti, are at the north end of the 
place, and fufficientlj deqaonftrate its former 
ftrength. It could not, however, wjthftand 
the heavy fir.e of the Englifh fhlps of war, 
which battered it, and reduced it in a ihort 
time to a heap of ruins *. 

The prefent governor has built a hand- 
Ibme houfe, and laid out an elegant garden, 
about four miles below Cbmdernagore, 
where there is a moft charming profped 
along the Ganges. 

They have, likewife, leveral fadories up 
the country ; at Gojfimbazar, Dacca, Malda, 
Patna, and other places ; yet their trade is 
very inconfiderable in comparifon with our’s, 
or that of the Englifh. Their thip? come 
up the river, as far as Cbandernagore, where 
there is a fufficient depth of water for them. 

The Danith Company have their fcttle- 
ment at Berampore, halfway between Cal^ 
cutta zxiA Gbinfurab, being on the weftem 

It is almoft neediefs-to add, tiiat both Cbandirm^t 
Cbinfurah^ ar« now ia the hands of the fiBglilh# J1 
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fide of the Ganges. This place is of little 
confideratioii. It confifts of a few houfes of 
Europeans, and a fmall Bengalefe village. 
The trade of the Danes is more circum- 
fcribed than that of any other nation. They 
receive only one or two ihips every year from 
Europe, and they have no country-trade 
whatever. While I was in Bengal^ their 
diredtor, or governor, left their fadlory, 
taking with him, as was faid, three lacks of 
rupees, or four hundred and fifty thoufand 
gilders, with which he went to the Englifh, 
in order to take his paflage to England. 

Ill the laft place, leveral of the eaftern 
nations, Perfians, Armenians, and others, 
refbrt to Bengal, allured by the advantageous 
trade, which they are enabled to purfiie 
there. 

In effefl, the land is, in very many re- 
ipeds, excellently calculated for an exten- 
five commerce. If we call to mind the cir- 
cumftances of former times, what treafures 
have not the goods brought to Europe, pro- 
duced to the feveral Companies ! and what 
advantages may not ftill be drawn from a 
country, excelling moft others in fertility, 
and where 1© many articles neceflary, and 

even 
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even indirpenfablc in others, are produced, 
or received from the neig-hbouring and 
otherwife inacceffible regions ! 

But let us attentively confidcr all the Tons 
of men, all the nations of the globe, and we 
(hall Ipeedily perceive, that nothing is more 
inimical to theadlivity of genius, to the exer- 
tions of courage, nay even to the preferva- 
tion of corporeal health, and the encreafe of 
population, than injuftice, injury, and extor- 
tion, the infeparable and difaftrous confe- 
quences of violence and tyranny ! What 
can call a greater damp upon both induflry 
and emulation, than the arbitrary meafures 
of a defpotic government ! How much more 
ingenious, how much more diligent, how 
much more happy, wmuld this people be, if, 
inftead of l)eing opprelfed and kept under, 
they were encouraged and lupported, and 
opportunities afforded them of improving 
therafeives, both’ in their very excellent roa- 
nufadtures, and in the tillage of their happy 
foil I Is it an incitement to them to be ac- 
tive and induftrious, that they are forced to 
labour their whole lives, for an inconfider- 
able reward ; a trifle, that fcarcely liiffices 
to procure the neceffary food for themfelves 

and 
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and their families I Is it an additional fptiP 
to induftry, that they are treated with con- 
tempt and derifion, and that they are expofed 
to perfonal abufe and injury ? 

Befides, to what do the advantages in reality 
amount, which are derived from the labour 
and fweat of thefe wretched Indians ? They 
are little better than ideal. The large pro- 
fits which are rdceived, as it were, with one 
hand, and paid away with the other, are gra- 
dually diminilhed, and become, from day to 
day, lefs perceptible in the coffers of the 
Companies. 


BOOK 


[ S 3 J ] 


BOOK IV. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING THE CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE. 

CHAPTER L 

Cape of Good Hope. — Sandhill Point. — Table 
Bay. — Ro BEEN IJland. — The Table Valley . — Lion's 
Mountain. — Table-Mountain. — Windberg, or 
Devil’s Mountain. — Weather. — Squalls. — Seafons. 
— Other Mountains near the Cape. — Soil. — Rivers. 
— Productions. — Wheat . — Wines. — Vineyards 
^CoNSTANTIA. — Fruits. 

The Cape of Good Hope is properly the 
weftern point of Falfe Bay ; its Ibuth lati- 
tude is 34° 25^, and longitude eaft from 
Tenerife 35°. It is not the moft Ibuthern 
point of Africa ; for Cape Anguillas^vjlaich. is 
fome leagues to the eaftward of it, lies in 
34° 50' fouth latitude. 

About feven leagues to the northward of 
the weft point of Falfe Bay, is the Leeuu'en^ 

bergi 
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hergf or Lion's Mountaui. F rom the northern 
part of it, or what is called the Leewwejlaart, 
or Lion's-taii, extends a low fandy point, 
which is called the Duintjes, or Sandhill 
Point, and which forms the weftern extre- 
mity of Tahle-^^y, This is a large bay, 
where fliips lie fheltered from all winds, ex- 
cept from N.w. to w.N.w. and when the 
weather is ftormy, from thofe quarters, a 
heavy fea rolls in, by which the Company 
loft fevea homeward-bound Ihips, in the year 
1737 - 

Before the bay, lies a fmall and low ifland, 
of fomething more than three quarters of a 
league in circumference, called Robben, or 
Ifland. It is a barren and rocky ipot, 
interfperfed with patches of fandy ground. 
It ferves as a place of exile, or confinement, 
for criminals fent hither, either from the 
Indies, or the Cape. Thefe are obliged to 
labour, for feveral hours every day, in the 
lervice of the Company, chiefly in hewing 
and tranfporting of lime-ftone, which is af- 
terwards carried by fmall veflels to the Cape, 
and is ufed in the conftrudlion of houfes, and 
other works ; they are allowed the neceflkry 
provifions by the Company. 


A ferjeant, 
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A ferjeant,who has the title of poft-keeper, 
with four-aiid- twenty men, keep guard over 
thefe malefaftors, who were, in the year 
1771, when I lay at anchor there, upwards 
of feventy in number. No woman is al- 
lowed to refide on the ifland, not even the 
wife of the poft-keeper. The lall has his 
abode on the eaft hde of the illand, where 
there are fome houfes ere£ted for the pri- 
foners. 

Many reefs project out from the ifland 
on all fides j and a quarter of a league to 
the fbuthward, there is a large rock, juft 
upon a level with the water, which is call- 
ed the Wnhijch^ ox Whale ^ and upon which 
there are breakers upon the leaft Iwell of the 
fea. The road of the ifland is on the eaft 
fide, in nine fathoms water. 

Table^Bay is formed by three high moun- 
tains, the moft wefteni of which is the 
Lions’ s Mountain ; Latle-Mountain is in the 
middle, and the Windbe gy or Devil’s Moun- 
tain, the eafternraoft. They lie in a kmicir- 
cular form, and the valley between them, ai 
which are fituaied Capetown and cajtle, is 
called the ‘Table-valley. 

Ltons Mountain has been fb called, be- 

caufe. 
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caiife, from a certaia point of view, it 
bears in fliape, a real, or fancied, refem- 
bknce to a lion couching. It is therefore 
diftinguilhed into what is called the Ltons- 
beadt and the Lion's-tailf or rump. The 
iion’s-head * is a bare rock, from the top 
to the bottom ; the tail is likewife rocky, 
but it is covered with a flight ftratum of 
earth, which produces an inferior kind of 
grafs ; and every one is at liberty to let their 

cattle feed upon it. 

The Abbe de la Caille found that the 
altitude of the LiorCs-bead, above the furface 
of the fea, was 2,1 51, and that of the rump, 
5,140 Rhineland feet. 

The Company have eredled an enfign* 
ftaff, upon both thefe fummits, upon which 
flo-nal-flags are hoifted, as foon as any fliips 
are perceived at fea. Thefe fignals are 
chano'ed every month; advices thereof are 
fent two years beforehand to Holland, and 
to the fettlements in India, and fealed let- 
ters, containing the detail of them, are given 

to the commanders of veffels, who are to 

* This is likewile called the Sagarkitf, by Englifii navi- 
gators. T*. 
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touch at the Cape, which are opened when 
they come in fight of the mountain, in order 
to be fure that the place is in the hands of 
their own countrymen, and, if the fignals 
agree, that they may proceed with confi- 
dence to the anchorage in the bay. 

One or two men are conftantiy ftationed 
on the htorC s-head, and as foon as they per- 
ceive any fhip at fea, they hoift the flag, 
and fire one or more times, according to 
the number of veffels that appear, a fmall 
piece of cannon, which has been got up to 
this place, with great difficulty, and the re- 
port of which is the more eafily heard at 
Capetown, from the reverberation, which it 
makes againft the fteep fides of the ^abk- 
Mountain. 

The T 2/5/(?-Mountain is fo called, becaufe, 
being feen from below, it prefents a flat fur- 
face at the top, like a table. It is the larg- 
eft, and higheft, of the hills at the Cape. On 
the north fide, full half of the height is a 
bare rock, perfedly perpendicular. On the 
fouth, it is lefs fteep, but in the internie- 
diate fpaces, it is equally very precipitous. 
The perpendicular height of the eaft fide of 
the Table, above the furface of the fea, is 
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2,4.16 ; on the weft fide 3,47° 
of the Table, 8,638 ; the diftance of the 
weftern brow, from the Lions- heady 9,136 5 
and of the eaftern brow, from the fummit 
of the mndy or Mountain, 4,436 

Rhineland feet, according to meafurcment 
of the beforementioned Abbe de la Ca- 
ILLE. Helikewife found that the mercury, 
in the barometer, ftood 3^% inches lower 
on the eaft fide, and 3 t”o’. inches on the 
weft fide, than at the furface of the fea. 

The Windbergy likewife called the De- 
-u/fs Mountain,* is the eaftern boundary of 
r^^/^'valley j its height is eftimated at 
3,215 feet. It confifts of an entire rock, 
covered in fome few places with a little 
earth, which nourifties fome fmall buflies. 
This mountain is thought to be more diffi- 
cult of afcent than the 7izi/(?-Mountain. 

Tliefe three mountains are partly united, 
about one quarter qf the way up, to each 
other ; but are feparated by wide chafms, at 
the fummits. The TiiWe-Mountain appears, 
by reafon of its great height and fteepnefs, to 

* And foractinjes Cbark/i Moactain, by the Englifli. T. 

/^•haiig 
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hang over the town, though it is the fartheft 
diftant. 

The near neighbourhood of thele ele- 
vated mountains, and efpecialJy of the two 
laft, produces no little inconvenience to the 
inhabitants of the Cape, in the foutheaft, 
or good, monfoon, by the heavy Iqualis, 
which pour over them. Several hours be- 
fore they begin to blow, a fmall cloud ap- 
pears at the top of the Table, which is 
followed by others, and affembling toge- 
ther, they gradually cover the whole of the 
fummit, and deicend down its tides, fome- 
times farther than half way, fo that the 
mountain appears encircled by an inapene- 
trable mift, while the clouds roll majeftically 
down the tides of the chafm, between the 
weft fide of the Table Mountain, and the 
Lion's-bead. 

Then follow the moft violent gufts of 
wind, which fometimes laft for four days, 
an4: longer. During them, it is even dif- 
ficult to walk the ftreets. Large-fized 
pebbles are taken up by the torrent of air, 
and carried out into the road, as far as the 
fhips. Thefe can fcarcely remain at an- 
chor : it often happens that they part their 

cables. 




E 543 I 

cables, though they have no fwell of the 
fea to withftand, but only the violence of 
the wind. 

On coming from fea, when the foutheaft 
wind blows hard, the greateft danger is run 
of lofing fails, or mails, if one perfifts in 
attempting to reach the road j hence, in fuch 
cafes, 'moft .fltips run under Robben IQsxii, 
and call anchor there. 

Although the feafon when this wind pre^ 
vails, Is called the good monioon ( goede 
mouffon J^ it is neverthelefs much better wea- 
ther, during the months from May to Sep- 
tember, which are, on the contrary, called 
the bad monfoon fkwaademoujfon), on ac- 
count of the violent northweft winds which 
then fometimes blow, and make the road 
of ^able-'Ezj unfafe. For this realbn, the 
Company’s fhips are not allowed to enter 
it, from the middle of May, to the middle 
of Augull, but mull run into Falfe-'Bzy, 
where they lie flieltered from all winds. 

The other hills, which are in view of the 
Cape^ are, in the firft place, thofc of Hotm 
tintot Holland^ which lie at a great diftance 
to the eaftward, and are faid to be full 
twice as high as the Th^/e-Mountain. They 

are 
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are a cbam of mountains, ftretching to the 
northward, and ending to the foutb, at the 
eaft point of Falfe-Bdiy, The others are 
the Blauwenberg, or Blue Mountain, the 
Koehergt or C(?w-Mountain, and the Ttlger- 
mountains, which are not far from the Cape. 

The foil is very good at the foot of the 
mountains, but in the large vallies, it is W- 
ren and fondy, and produces little or nothing, 
for want of water. Hence moft of the farms 
are laid out upon the fides of the hills, where 
they are watered by the little rivulets which 
defeend from the fonimits. The foil is much 
impregnated with foline particles, in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape, which is very bad 
for the vines ; it was for this reafon, when in 
the beginning of the prefent century, Gover- 
nor Van'Der Stel, planted the vineyards 
of Conjiantia, whence, as is well known, the 
moft delicious wines are annually brought to 
Europe, that he had a balket of earth taken 
up, at the diftance of every hundred roods, 
for a confiderable trad of country round the 
Cape, and mixed with water, in order to 
make experiments of which foil was the leaft 
brackifh. This was found to be at the 
where the famous vineyards of Conjiantia 

have 
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have been planteJ. An old man, wBofe fa- 
ther had been employed ia the eftabhfhment 
of them, related the above to me. 

Many rivers, it is faid, are met with up 
the country, but none of them are naviga- 
ble; hence all goods are conveyed, from one 
place to another, by carriages. The largeft 
river, in the neighbourhood of the Cape,, is 
called the Zoute, ot Salt nvtv, on account 
of its briny tafte. It is fordable every where, 

even clofe to its mouth. 

Every neceflary of life is produced in 
abundance, in the country round this colony. 

Very excellent wheat is grown in great 
plenty ; fo that, befides the annual exporta- 
tion to Batavia, other nations, the Englifli, 
and efpecially the French,takelarge quantities, 
both of flour and of baked bread, for their 
Indian poffeffions*. The corn is brought to 

the 

» From 1400 to 1600 tons of wheat ufed yearly to be ex- 
ported from the Cape, for the confuroption of Batavia and 
C^j befides large quantities of peafe, beans, butter, and 
wines ; and, on the other liand, Batavia furniflied, by a yearly 
flupto the Cape, a quantity of rice, arrack, fugar, and pre- 
pared timber. In the year 1 77 1, the French contraaed at the 
for the ufe of their colonies at Mauritmi and BourBon, 
for 400,000 U/S. of flour, 400,000 Its. of bifcuit, 500,000 Its. 
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the town, from the interior parts of the 
country, by carts, drawn by oxen, each car- 
rying a load of full one thoufand pounds 
weight, which, when I was laft there, was 
fold for fifteen rixdollars, or thirty-fix gil- 
ders 

The winepreffes yield much wine of va- 
rious forts, which are all, more or lefs, agree- 
able, and in requeft. 

Next to the genuine conftantia, the wines 
called mufcadei, and Jieen-wiwe, are efteem- 
ed the beft. There is a fort which in tafte 
refembles madeira, but which is neither lb 
firong, nor lb racy. The commoneft wines 
are fold at the Cape, for thirty-five, and forty 
rixdollars the leager ; the mufcadei fetches 
fixty and feventy rixdollars, and the conftan- 
tia-wine from fixty to feventy- five rixdollars 
the awm -f-. 

The laft mentioned has its name from the 

of fait beef, and i^zoo leagers of wine. ' Since tlie Cfpc fell 
into the hands of the Engliih, in September, 1795. many' car-, 
goes of wheat have been brought thence, to this country. Tm 

^ See the further correfled ftatements of Mr* Stavosi* 
H0S 00 this Jiead, in tl-p- ioth chapter of the fccond book, of 
the 3d volume. 

f A kager is nearly four awms, and an awm contains about 
forty Englifh gallons. ■ ^ 

vineyards 
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vineyards of Cmfiantia-, this delicious wine 
cannot be produced any where elie. They lie 
behind the Mountain, towards Falfe- 

Bay, and do not cover much more than forty 
acres of ground. The wine is preffed frotn 
the mufcadel-grape, wh'ch is let hang till 
quite ripe, the found grapes are then culled 
out from the rotten ones, and are alone preff- 
ed. The vintage is made in the month of 
March. 

All kinds of fruit are likewife to be met 
with here, as well fuch as are indigenous of 
the climate, as fuch as are natives of Europe ; 
currants, however, excepted, of which I law 
none. Peaches and apricots are produced in 
abundance, but tliey did not feem to me to 
poffefs lb fine a flavour as thofe of our own 
growth. 
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CHAPTER II. 

"Tthe Hottenlots. — Their A->pearance. — Defcriptim of 
Capetown. — The Hcufes. — R ver. — Church.—^ 
Townball. — Hofpitdl. — Its ill Confiru3im.-~- 
Bad Treatment tf the Sick. — Public Library. 
Cajile. — Fortif cations. — Compares Garden. — Me- 
nagery. — Apiary. — Other Gardens belonging t? the 
Company. 

TThE native inhabitants of the country are 
the Hottentots ; but they are, at prefent, for the 
moft part, removed to a great diftance from 
the Cape. They dwell together in villages, 
called kraals., and are under a chief, whom 
they ele6i: themfelves, and who has the title 
of captain. The governor of the Cape cott- 
firms his nomination, and prefents him, as a 
token of his dignity, with a cane, upon 
which there is a large brafs head, with the 
ufiial mark of the Company engraved upon 
it. They are very proud of this mark of 
diIl:in£lion, and fb tenacious of it, that they 
will lofe their lives in defence of it. 

The Hottentots often hire themfelves, for 

very 




very trifling wages, as herdfmen to the 
farmers, or for other work. The few 
whom I faw of this nation, were of a mo- 
derate ftature, not corpulent, i but of a 
coarfe make, and a dark brown colour. 
They have large eyes, a flat nofe, and thick 
lips. They have thick and black curling 
hair upon their heads, like the negroes, up- 
on which they fmear all kinds of greafy 
dirt, and make it one clotted lump of filth. 
Their teeth are fmall, and as white as Ihow. 
They have no other drefs, than a raw 
Iheeplkin, which is thrown over the fhpul- 
ders ; in the warm feafon they wear the 
woolly fide outwards, and turn it infide 
when the cold months come on. The parts 
which moft nations agree to conceal, are 
worn by the men in a cylindrical cafe,which 
is tied round the waift. The women, who 
are fomewhat lefs coarfely made, but ftill 
extremely unlovely, wear a fmall fquare 
piece of cloth, for the fame piirpofe. 

The town of the Cape lies at the foot of 
the Lims-tail, and of Mountain. It is 
oblong in flbape, and it is interfedted by fe- 
veral . ftreets, croffing each dther at right 
angles, though they in fad do not deferve 

that 
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that name, being all unpaved, and not at aU 
level, the natural unevennefs of the ground 
having been left unaltered. When I was 
the laft time at the Cape, however, I was 
told, that they were going to be duly paved, 
and levelled. They are very broad, and af- 
ford fufScient room for two carts, with lix- 
teen or twenty oxen yoked to them, to give 
way to each other, with great eafe. 

As I guels, there are, at prefent, full five 
hundred houles, but they are almoft all of 
but a fingle ftory, and thatched with ftraw, 
or reed, inftead of being tiled, becaufe of the 
violent and fudden gufts of wind, to which 
they are continually expofed. They are, 
for the moft part, whitened on the outfides, 
with lime, which is burnt here from ftones 
fetched from Saldanba-Edcy . Within, they 
have a fpacious hall, with roomy apart- 
ments on each fide, behind which there is a 
large chamber, to which they give the name 
of the gallery. 

The little rivfer, which gulhes down from 
the 7fli5/?-Mouhtain, runs through a large 
plain, to the fbuth of the town, in a canal, 
lined and faced with brick, which is adorned, 
on ea^ch fide, with fome of the handfomeft 

buildings 



[ 550 3 

buildings of the country, and a row of lhady 
trees ; it is called the Heeren^gragt^ or Gen-- 
tkman's^canal. 

Upon this plain, there are two fountaips, 
which play conftantly, though they may be 
flopped by large brafs cocks; the inhabitants, 
and the fliips, are fupplied with water from 
them. 

The church ftands upon the Heeren-gragf, 
and has four fronts, each cmbelliflied with 
a portico. It is of an odlagon form within. 
The roof is fupported by pillars, againft 
which the pews of the governor, and other 
fervants of the Company, are placed, ac- 
cording to their rank. It has a pretty good 
organ. The little fpire which arofe from 
it, was heightened, when I was laft at the 
Cape^ 

The townhall, which makes a tolerably 
handfbme appearance on the outfide, flands 
upon a large open place, oppofite to the 
town. 

The Company’s holpital is fituated ob- 
liquely oppofite’ to the church. It is built 
in the form of a croft, and being inelofed 
amidft other buildings, it is without a moft 
neceffiiry advantage for fiach an inftitutioo, 

namely. 
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namely, a free circulation of air. It has be- 
lides a very low roof, and is much too fmaU 
for the numerous lick, brought to the Cape 
by the -Company’s fljips. At its firft efta- 
biilhment, it was only made for the accom- 
modation of five or fix hundred patients : 
whereas it is now fometimes crouded with 
more than a thouland. This caufes a con- 
tinued and difagreeable fmell in the build- 
ing, by which it does not unfrequently hap- 
pen, that together with the fick which are 
returned on board of Ihips from the hofpital, 
a contagious difeafc is conveyed to the 
crew, which carries off a great number. 
The provifions which are given to the pa- 
tients are very good j but the neceffary at- 
tendance is wholly wanting, as well as Ikil- 
ful praditioners. If any thing of the Com- 
pany’s affairs ever required a reform, it is 
the hofpital at th&Cape, not only with re- 
gard to the edifice itfelf, but likewife, and 
chiefly, with relpedk to the condudi of it. 
The wretched lailors, do not only run the 
danger of lofing their lives, or ruining their 
conftitutions, in this abode of ftench and 
filth, but their wages are likewife withheld 
during the time they remain in the hofpit^, 

and 
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and the money goes to the inftitution, be- 
canfe, forfooth, they do no fervice while 
they are hek, and are neverthelefs provided 
with vidluals and drink *. 

Not far from the church, ftands a build- 
ing, which is embelfifhed with the proud 
title of Bibliotheca Publica, Very few good 
works are to be met with, among the few 
books it does contain ; being in this refpeffc 
perfedlly fimilar to that at Batavia, which 
is equally decorated with the fame high- 
founding title. It is the fexton of the 
church who is Bibliothecarius. 

The caftle of the Cape, is a regular pen- 
tagon ; it ftands fbutheaft from the town, 
about 800 feet, and about 330 from the 
feafiiore. Gn this fide it is covered by a 
large outwork, and by a ravelin at the gate 
which leads to the town. The baftions and 
curtains are built of hard rock-flone, and are 
about fourteen or fifteen feet high. With- 
in, it has roomy dwelling-houfes for the go- 
vernor, and other of the Company’s fer- 

* In N0Tcmber5i772,tli€ foundation was laid, by (arovernor 
Vah P1.1TIKHBE&G, of a new hofpital, on a larger fcale^ 
and in a more convenient fituation, at the eaft end of the 
town, teween faMe-Momum and the dtedd* T* 


vants. 
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vants. They, however, do not make ufc of 
them, but live -in the town, the military com- 
mander excepted, who is obliged to refide in 
the fort. A large ipace is left between the 
buildings. One particular deferves notice, 
namely,the dangerous fituationof thepowder- 
magazine, which is built againft the fur- 
nace, or kitchen, of the governor, though it 
is fepa rated from it by a thick wall of ma- 
fonry. 

Southeaft from the caftle, along the beach, 
a line is drawn, at the end of which there is 
a fmall fort, which was not finiihed, when 
I was there, and upon which twenty-fix 
pieces of cannon could be mounted. At 
the other fide of the town, near Sandhill- 
Point, there is likewife a large battery, to 
which the.name of the water- fort has been 
oiveri. 

All thefe fortifications ferve for the de- 
fence of the road, and to prevent a landing 
here; but no one, who has any experience in 
war, would attempt it at this place. 

Behind the town, on the acclivity of 
Ti/i^/e-Mountain, is the Company’s garden, 
an oblong-fquare piece of ground, of about 
fixty acres. Its breadth is fcarcely one- 

&cth 
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fixth part of the length. The ground rifes 
gradually to the end of the garden, though 
the afcent is fcarcely perceptible in walking* 
The foil is clayey and ftony, yet it is con- 
tinually ameliorated by manure, and frefli 
and good earth. Lengthwifo, the garden 
has five walks, which lead in firaight lines 
upwards. The middle one is the broadeft, 
and is planted with oak-trees, which, though 
they are not very large, afford a very agree- 
able fhade by their thick foliage, uniting 
overhead. The other walks are equally 
planted with oak-trees, but they are cut like 
hedges. Thefe are interfedled by eleven crofe 
walks, which are planted with bay * and 
myrtle-trees. 

By this means, the garden is divided into 
forty-four fquares, in which many forts of 
fruit-trees, and all kinds of vegetables, arc 
grown i ferving chiefly to afford refrefh- 
mepts to the crews of the Ihips, that touch 
here. 

' The whole is watered by the little rivulet, 
which runs-down from the fhi^/e-Mountain. 
It is conducted, out of the canal mentioned 

■ ^ LmrmmMis, 
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before, to the garden, and then through 
numerous little channels to every bed. 

At the caft fide of the garden, about the 
middle, there is a handfotne fummerhoufe, 
for the recreation of the governor. There 
is alfb a menagery, which is furrounded by 
high walls, except on the fide of the garden, 
where an iron railing admits the view of the 
animals that are confined in it. Thefe are, 
harts elks -f-, zebras oftriches, caflo- 
waries, and many others. By the fide of the 
menagery is an aviary, which contains raofi: 
of the birds, to be met with in the country, 
which can be kept. 

The garden is open, for the recreation of 
the public, till an hour after funfet, when the 
gate is doled. It u fed formerly to be open 
till late at night, but much abufc being made 
hereof, it was prohibited. 

No one may gather any fruits, or damage 
any of the produdions, upon very heavy 
penalties. A number of attendants and 
Haves are continually at hand, to keep watch 
that no harm be done. 

^ Capra f Capf U $ Eqm$ 

before. 
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Before the garden is the gardener’s lodge, 
and next to it a building, in which the Com- 
pany’s flaves are locked up at night. 

Befides this the Company, have two other 
gardens, on the acclivity of the Moun- 

tain, one of which is called Newland, and the 
other het Ronde Bofcb^ (the round grove) ; 
both of them are adorned with ftiady walks, 
and planted with a great number of fruit- 
trees. 

In the firft, I law a Handing apricot-tree, 
which was lb large, and had Ipread its 
branches fo wide, that more than twenty 
men could be Iheltered tinder them, and it 
ptoduced very good fruit, at the lame time. 
The governor, and the next in command, 
live here, from time to time ; and very good 
dwellinghoufes have been ereded for them. 
It is a great pity that thefe plealant country- 
feats, are fo fubjedl to the violent attacks of 
the furious fbutheaft winds which , conti- 
nilally fweep down from the mountain. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 

jlnimah. — Horfes.- — Oxen. — Cows. — Sheep. — Wild 
Admals. — Zebras — OJiricbes. — Sea-cms . — 
Game. — Fijh. — BifeSis. 

TThE horfes which are met with here, are 
fmaller than in Europe, but they are inde- 
fatigable in running. Some of them arc 
eafy faddle-horles, but many are very reftive 
and uneafy. 

Oxen are made ufe of, both for the pur- 
pofes of hufbandry, and to draw loaded wag- 
gonsi from fix to twenty of them, are yoked, 

two and two, and are commonly under the 

¥ 

guidance of a Hottentot, and governed by a 
long whip. 

The cows here do not give fo much milk 
as in Holland j it is likewife iuppofed to be 
acrimonious and unwholefome. They are 
alfo fmaller ; and fiich as are, now and then, 
brought from Europe, are efteemed much 
more than thofe bred in the country. 

Sheep * are in great plenty. They are, 

* Ovishikmda* 

in 
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in general, larger, and their fielh is full as 
well-tafted as in Europe. The tail, which 
confifts of pure fat, weighs five, and fome- 
times more, pounds. Their Ikins are not 
covered with wool, but with a fort of hair, 
which is not very fine. Sheep are like wife 
met with, which are brought from Holland, 
and propagate equally with the others, but 
they are not fo abundant. 

The wild animals, which are found in the 
country, apd among which the lion, the 
tiger, the leopard, the buffalo, and the ape, 
are enumerated, are now far removed from 
iht Cape^ and are feldom feen near it. The 
wolf * only, at times, commits fome nodur- 
nal depredations. 

Zebras are fometimes caught alive, brought 
to the Capet and tamed. I faw one in the 
Company’s menagery. This animal has 
much analogy, in fliape, with the common 
afs, but is much larger. It is ff riped with 
plain brown and white fitripes, of about two 
inches broad, terminating under the belly, 
which is whitifli. The head is likewife 
jftriped, but with narrower lines. Although 


* Hyma macuJata^ tt caaiita. 
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it be in a manner tamed, it is always very 
naifchievous, and bites, or kicks, at whatever 
other animal comes near it. 

Oftriches are likewiie met with here. 
Their eggs are bought for two or three 
llivers apiece ; they are very good, fried, or 
in paftry, and very convenient to take with 
one, on a journey : one of them contains as 
much as twenty hen’s eggs. The birds 
which I fa w, were about four feet high, with 
ftrong and thick legs, and ftumps inftead of 
wings ; they carry their head and long neck 
upright. The male is much handfomer than 
the female ; the latter is covered with an 
ugly kind of light brown hair, and thin 
feathers ; but the feathers of the male are 
black, and much handfomer, and more glofly. 

Sea-cows * are fometimes met with in the 
rivers ; but I law none. l eat, however, of 
the flefli of one, which the governor afllired 
me, had weighed more than two thouland 
pounds. The meat, and efpecially the fat, 
is very tafteful, and does not at all difegree 
with the ftomach, however heartily one eats 

* Sea-cow is the denomination gkeii by the colonifts at ilw 
Capcj to the IBfpQfotamus^ or rirer^horfe. T. 


of 



E 560 ] 

of it: if not told beforehand, it might be 
taken for beef. 

There is no want of game here ; Jieen- 
boh hares "f-, fnipes and others, are in 
great plenty ; the firftmentioned, are very 
fine eating, and are efteemed the beft game. 

The fea yields an incredible quantity of 
fifh, for the confuraption of the Cape. The 
Hottentot-fifh, which is like a fea-bream, is 
daily brought to market, in great plenty. 
The Rooman-Bih, which is not unlike the 
former, only fomething bigger, is one of the 
moft delicious that is caught ; it is covered 
with light red fcales. Soles and rays are 
alfo abundant. 

When we were failing from Rebbea-lB^nd 
to the road of the Cape, we met a very large 
fifh, floating upon its back, with its belly 
blown up, fo that it appeared five feet above 
the water. It pafled us within a fhip’s 
length, and appeared to be twenty feet in 
length. The opportunity would not allow 
of our hoifling out a boat, or I fliould cer- 
tainly have endeavoured to have made my- 
felf mafter of it. 

* Capra grimmia. f Lepus capenjis, et cmmmii. 

^ Sc§kj>MX CSpiMfo* 
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Many infers peculiar to warm countries, 
are found here. In particular, the inhabi- 
tants are much tormented by flies, of which 
there are incredible quantities. In the Riet^ 
vallei (valley of reeds), about three Dutch 
miles from the Cape, I faw locufts of all 
colours, full four inches in length, and one 
in thicknefs. 

There are likewife fcorpions, Ipiders, and 
centipedes. Of the laft, there are fome that 
are four inches in length ; but it is very fel- 
dom, that any one is heard to have been 
ftung by them. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Firjl Setikmeni of the Colony. — Extenfun .of it by 
Trench Refugees. — Cohnlfis in the Country.— In^ 
habitants of the Town. — Women. — Men. — Drejs.— 
Char abler. — F heir Trade. — Lodgingof Strangers . — - 
Cheafnej^ of Proviftcns. — Dyiempers. — The- Small-- 
pox — Degrees of Heat. — Barometer. — Tides . — 
Coins. — Government ------The Governor.— Council of 

Polity. — Council of Jujlice. — Punijhments. — 
Drofis. — Clergymen. — Troops and Militia. 

Although the Portuguefe, the Dutch, 

and other nations, navigating to India, fre- 
quently touched at this fouthern extremity of 
Africa, to refrefh themfelves in T^i^/e-Bay, 
as a,tolerably fafe harbour ; yet none of them 
endeavoured to fecure a durable eftablifii- 
ment here, till the year 1652. About that 
time, the direciors of our Eaft-India Com- 
pany, though fit, upon the inftigation of one 
Van Riebeek, lurgeon of one of their 
fhips, to eftablifti a permanent fettlement, 
for a place of refrefhment for their veffels^ 
at the Cape of Good Hope. For that purpofc 
they fent Van Riebeek, with four ihips, 

laden 
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laden with the neceffafy materials, imple- 
ments, and provifions, to found a colony at 
this promontory. At firft, he -only built a 
fort of wood and earth, to which he gave the 
name of Keer de Kou (a defence againft cold), 
adding a few other buildings wanted for his 
people, and to hold the goods. 

This colony has, in fadt, extremely well 
anfwered the intent with which it was fet- 
tled, and has encreafed lb much fince that 
time, that it may now be efteemed one of 
thd moft indifpcnlable pofleflions of the 
Company. 

A number of refugees from France, who 
were obliged to leave that country, in 1685, 
on account of their religion, did not a little, 
contribute to the extenfion of the lettiement. 
Although they met with an aiylum in our 
republic, they did not, all of them, find fuffi- 
cient means of fupport ; many, therefore, 
emigrated again to this country, in order to 
exert their induftry, in the cultivation of 
thofe fertile tradls, which lay here untilled, 
and fcarcely noticed. To facilitate this to 
them, the Company diredled, that the im- 
plements of hufbandry, cattle, and other 
neceflaries, fhould be delivered to them, 

upon 
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tipon condition that their value (hould be re- 
paid, at the end of four years. Two- thirds 
of the farmers that live in the country, bear 
names which prove their French origin. 
Among others, there are a great many of the 
names of Villiers and Retif. 

The fruitfulnefs of the women in this 
healthy climate, where few, have lefs than 
fix, and many, more than ten or twelve chil- 
dren, has occafioned,'^and ftill occafions, the 
continual extenfion of the colony inland ; fo 
that, as I have been informed by people well 
worthy of credit, there are farmers who live 
at the diftance of two hundred Dutch miles 
from the town, and ftand in need of a 
month’s time, to travel, with their teams of 
oxen, to the Cape. There are many of them 
who have never been at the fettlement, and 
never go out of the diftridi: in which they 
dwell, contenting themfelves with what the 
country affords, and living a patriarchal 
life, free from care, difqtiiet, and difeafe. 

The inhabitants of the town, both meft 
and women, look frefli and healthy. They 
are well-proportioned ; and among the ladies, 
there arc many who truly deferve the name 
of beauties. 

-In 
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In general, they are likewife more witty 
and lively than the men ; free in their man- 
ners, and very fond of pleafure, which is, in 
fa£l, the bufiiiefs of their lives. They are 
much attached to ftrangers, efpecially to the 
Englilh, who care not for their money, and 
Ipend it freely upon the ladies, and in pro- 
curing them every kind of diverfion. I did 
not perceive that they made much of the 
generality of our feamen j yet it does not un- 
frequently happen, that thefe pick up wives 
here, and bring them to Europe. 

They all lead a very eafy life. The men, 
who are freemen of the town, are feldom 
feen abroad : they are generally at home, in 
an undrefs, and ipend their time, in fmoking 
tobacco, and in loitering up and down the 
houfe. 

After dinner, they take a nap, according 
to the Indian fafhion, and in the evening 
they play a game at cards. They are not 
addiffted to reading, and are, confequently, 
very ignorant, and even know little of what 
is doing in other parts of the globe, except 
from what they may hear by the ftrangers 
who vifit them from time to time. I met 

with feveral, who were not to be perfuaded, 

that 
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that a better country, or a more pleafant 
place, than this, their native home, was any 
where to be found. 

In drefs, both men and women follow the 
Dutch mode ; the appearance of the latter, 
however, is more modifh than might be ex^ 
pedled at fo fmall a place. 

The charafter of the inhabitants in gene- 
ral, efpecially of the farmers, is open and 
friendly. They are extremely liofpitable, 
and fhare whatever they poffefs with the 
flrangers who may vifit them, In the town, 
however, much envy and jealouly prevails 
among the inhabitants j they grudge each 
Other the leaft good fortune, and their compa- 
nies, become in confequence, on the long run, 
very difagreeable toftrangers; for they can not 
avoid fhewing their ill will for their neigh- 
bours, by remarks and farcafms, not always 
unaccompanied by flander and calumny. 

Moft families at the Cape are maintained 
by the trade, which they carry on with the 
feafaring people who touch there, or by 
keeping Icdging-houfes for the fliips’ officers. 
Thefe generally pay one rixdollar per day, 
per head. 

Thefe means would not, however, afford 

a fufficient 
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a fufficient livelihood, were not the necef- 
laries of' life proportionably cheap. A good 
fat iheep feldom cofts more than feveii Ikii- 
lings * ; when I was there, beef fold for four 
or five doits (eighths of a ftiver) per pound ; 
a mud "{“ of wheat amounted to about four 
gilders ; the common wines were fold, from 
two to three and a half ftivers per bottle. 
Beer is not much drank here, though there 
is a brewery near the town, where pretty 
good malt- liquor is made. 

On the other hand, all articles for drefs 
raufi: be imported from Europe, or from the 
Indies, and this renders the Cape in this re- 
Ipedl a dear place. European broad cloth 
generally affords a hatidfbme profit, as an 
article of trade. 

The chief diforders incident to the coun- 
try, are fuch as arife from colds, occafioned 
by the variability of the weather, and the 
great changes in it, which are Ibmetiraes 
felt on the fame day. Fluxes, putrid fevers, 
and all difeaies proceeding from exceffive 
heat and noxious exhalations, are feldom 
heard of, except in the hofpital. 

* About 31. 9^/. fterling* ST# 
f A mild is equal to about three bufiiels. T, 

This 
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This fettlement has, however, not long 
ago, fufFered amazingly, for the third time, 
by the ravages of the fmall-pox. Many of 
the inhabitants, who had never had this dif- 
order, fled to the -country, where it had not 
fpread, and the town became, on a fudden, 
an abandoned and folitary place. 

In the beginning of this century, this de^ 
flrudive Icourge was unknown in this coun-f 
try. It was in the year 1713, as I was told 
by fome old people who were then alive, that 
it was difcovered for the firft time, and de^ 
Ilroyed a great number of the inhabitants. 

The Cape remained free from its ravages, 
afterwards, till the year 1755, when it again 
burft out with great fury, and carried off 
upwards of two-and-twenty hundred of the 
inhabitants of the town, in a very Ihort time. 

It appeared for a third time, in the years 
1765 and 1766. The infedion was then 
faid to have been brought by an Indian flav<? 
with one of the homeward fhips. It did not 
rage with fo much violence, as the two for- 
mer times; but it was not till the year J769 
that it entirely difappeared. 

During this latter prevalence of the con-r 
tagioD, oue gentleman inoculated two of his 

children^ 
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ehiidren, with this Angular confequence, that 
the eruption did not take place, tillthe forty- 
fourth day after inoculation ; they both did 
very well, and were alive when I left the 
Cafe. This man was the only one, who 
was rational enough, to put this falutary in- 
vention in pradlice. 

The greateft degree of heat, that I ob- 
feived here, was 87®, and the loweft 68®, in 
the afternoon, by a Fahrenheit’s thermome- 
ter. The barometer rifes and falls very fud- 
denly ; it generally afcends when the wind 
is at s.]E. and defcends when at n.w. 

The tides do not rife high j the difference 
between high and low water being no more 
than three or four feet. 

The filver ducatoon, which goes in India 
for eighty ftivers, is only current here for 
feventy-two, whether milled or not. Ru- 
pees, whether of Batavia, Surat, or Bengal, 
indifcrirainately, go for twenty-four Rivers. 
The coins which are current in Holland, ar^ 
equally fb here, except the Zealand rixdol- 
lars, for which no more than 6fty ftivers can 
be obtained. Sefthaifs (pieces of 5I ftivers) 
go for Ikiliings (pieces of fix ftivers). Ac-* 
CDWPts are kept here, juft as at Batavia, in 

rixdoUars 
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rixdollars of forty-eight ftivers. At public 
fales, and likewife in retail, the prices arc 
taken at Cape gilders of fixteen ftivers each. 
The Company’s books are kept here, as well 
as through all India, in Holland’s currency. 

The chief authority is vefted in a gover- 
nor, who is, at the fame time, counfellor of 
India. During my abode here, this office 
was filled by Mr. Tulbagh, who had re- 
fided at the Cape, in a variety of ftations, 
ever fince the year 1716, and was univer- 
fally beloved by the colonifts, on account of 
his excellent qualities. 

A certain number of the chief fervants of 
the Company, are given to him ascounfellors, 
arid who form the council of polity. The 
lecond in rank next to the governor, and the 
fifcal, who is independent of him, have the 
rank of fenior merchants ; and thefe, toge- 
ther with the chief of the military, who has 
the title of lieutenant-colonel, or major, arc 
the principal perfons of the eftablifliment. 

The management of whatever regards 
navigation, is vefted in a comptroller of 
equipment, who is equally a member of the 
council of polity. 

The adminiftrationof juftice is confided to 

a feparatc 
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a feparate council, of which, the fecond ia 
command of the colony is prefident. In 
civil matters, an appeal lies from their fen- 
tence to the council of juftice at Batavia. 
In criminal affairs, they are empowered both 
to pals fentence of death, and to put it into 
immediate execution, 

Punifhments are very fevere here, elix:- 
cially with regard to oriental flaves. In the 
year 1768, I faw one, who had fet an houfe 
on fire, broken alive upon the wheel, after 
the flefhhad been torn from his body, in eight 
different places, with red-hot pincers, with- 
out his giving any fign of pain, during the 
execution of this barbarous fentence, which 
lafted full a quarter of an hour. Impale- 
ment is in ufe here, as well as at Batavia, 
Officers are appointed in the interior parts 
of the colony, called or fheriffs, who 

arreft criminals, but have no power of trying 
or judging them j they mufl be fent up to 
the council of juftice, to be examined and 
punifhed, 

Befides the above, there are feveral other 
civil courts, 6r boards. 

There are three clergymen of the reform- 
ed religion, who preach twice every Sunday. 

The 
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The Company’s troops amount to about 
four hundred men. The inhabitants of the 
town, and the country-people, are all like- 
wife enrolled, and divided into companies. 

y u oil 


OF VOtVMB THE FIIST. 




